COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

~
P COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICI
GOLSPIE
. JBR/RT
J. B. RODGER, M., LLE. SRAER SUTHERLAND

COUNTY CLERK Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

25th March, 1971

G.F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,

Town House,

Dornoch

Dear Sir,

Dornoch Airstrip

The County Planning COfficer has been investigating
the future of the airstrip in Domoch with O0fficials of the
Board of Trade. The Board of Trade's advice at the moment
is that the strip in its present form seems to be satisfactory
for the known traffic conditions. Any proposal for licensing
the strip would presumably be made to teke advantage of
scheduled services and the existence of a licensed strip at
Dormoch, in itself, would not contribute very much to the
operation of a scheduled service.

The Board of Trade point out that the authority
which would apply for a licence, in this instance the Town
Council, would have to satisfy themselves, after consultation
with the local operator, who, in this case, is Loganaire, that
the licence is necessary . If the Town Council so decide
the requirements are laid down in the Board of Trade's letter
to the Town Council dated 26th February, 1970. These are
as follows:-

1. Fire-fighting Equipment It might be possible to get

' a vehicle cheaply through the Scottish Development

Department, who are at present zuctioning off
vehicles and pumps.

2. Manpower for Fire-fighting - This could be reduced
from/




from 3 men to 2 men and equipment and men must be
available for every aircraft movement. Other
Authorities which operate small strips have made
use of local volunteer fire units on an agreed
turnout scale of pay.

3« Threshold Markers - This is a simple provision and
is estimated Lo cost not more than £50.

4. A Windsock =~ This is already in position.

In addition to these requirements it might be
necessary to provide the following additional works;-

(a) A televhone coin box - This would be unlikely to
cost more than £30 or so at the usual Post Office
quarterly rental.

(b) The construction of stockproof fencing for the parking
area. =- This would cost about £250.

(c) The provision of an open-ended building for protecting
aireraft. Tn 1969 this was estimeted at £750.

(a) Leva%ing and Rolling the site - Estimated at about
7300,

(e) Leying a metalled access road from the end of the
existing tarmaec. road to the airatrip - “This has
not been estimated. It is thought unlikely that the
cost would exceed £1,000,

The last two items might be carried out as an
Army exercise and a request has been made to the Army
Authorities for this.

Perhaps your Council could now consider the whole
matter in the light of the information contained in this
letter and let me have their views.

I am,
Yours fait




G.F, TROWBRIDGE,
X0 TOO0OU00x

Our Ref: 5B 26th Augus t, 1971

J-B- n“‘"l E.Q."
County Clerk,
County Offices,

GOLSPIR.

Dear Sir,
Dornoch Air Strip
I refer to my letter of Tth April, 1971 intimating that the Town Couneil,
having regard to the outecome of the meeting between the County Planning Officer
and the Bouxd of Trade, that it was not necessary to make application to the
Board for the licensing of the Dornoch Air-Strip.

With regard to the wvarious other improvements, the costs of which I
understand were to be borme by the Highlands and Islands Development Board, the
County Council and the Town Council, would you please be kind enough to ¢1n me som
indication when these are likely to be implemented.

I might add that a telephone coin box has already been installed at the
Caravan Site,

Perhaps you would also let me know if any progress has been made with the
Army Authorities regarding the laying of a metalled access road from the end of
the existing tarmac, road to the air-atrip,

These questions are bound to be raised by members of the Town Council and I
shall be glad to hear from you in this connection,

Yours faithfully,

477

Town Clerk,



Cur Ref: 5B 17th September, 1971

‘.’. m. m-.l.l-.u.’..
County Clerk,

County Uffices,
Sl

Dear “ir,
Lexnogh MAr Strip

I refor to ny letter of 26th August, 1971 and your acknowledgesent of
30th August, 1971 regarding the propcsed improvements to the Dernoch Air-Gtrip,

The current position regarding my enguiry was reported to the Town Couneil
at their meeting om Tth Septesber, 1971 when they notod the pesitiom and
further instructed me to write to you fuwrther, as Clerk t the Joint Comnittes
on the AMr-Strip, and enquire rogarding the posaibility of Sutherland County
Council staff being employed on the work of levelling and rolling the site;

e metalled sccess road from the end of the existing tarmac., read to the
air-strip; the coms truction of ztock-proof femeing for the parking area and
the provision of an cpen-ended building for pretecting sircralt.

I shall be glad to hear from you regarding the Tewn Council's eaquiry.
Yours faithfully,

Iowp Clerk.



COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

YOUR REF.

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE -

GOLSPIE
I. B. RODGER, Ma. 114 OUR REF DWM/EDM SUTHERLAND
COUNTY CLERK Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

21st September, 1971.

G. F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,

Town Clerk's Office,
DORNOCH.,

Dear Sir,

Development of Dormoch Air Stri
EE (.’fctoﬁrJ E'{I

I write to inform you that it has been decided that a Meeting of the
representatives considering the Dormoch Air Strip be held within the Counecil
Chamber, County Offices, Dornoch, on Friday, lst October, 1971. The Meeting
of representatives regarding Dornoch Air Strip will be preceded by a short
meeting of other representatives in connection with business not related to
the Air Strip. That first meeting will commence at 1l a.m. and it is
proposed that the Air Strip Meeting should follow immediately thereafter.

As the first meeting may not take too long, I would suggest that it would
be appropriate for your representatives to be at the County Offices, Dormoch,
in time to commence the Air Strip Meeting at 11.30 a.m. or shortly thereafter.

I trust that the foregoing arrangements are convenient.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

gL

ﬁ/‘County Clerk.



G.F. TROWBRLDGE,

Our Ref:§B 6th October, 1971

J«B. Redger, Esq., N.A.pll.B.,
County Clerk,
SOLSFLE.

Dear Sir,
Dornoch Alr-Utrip

I refer to the Joint Heeting between representativea of Sutherland County
Council, the Highlande and Islands Developrent Board and the Town Council at
the County Offices, Dornoch on izt October 1971 on the development of the Dormoch
AMr~strip, whon it was resclved to recoumend to the respective authorities as
follows:-

f4) that the Adr-strip be developed at an approximate cost of £3,0004

(11) that the cost involved be borne equally by the Nighlsnds and Islands
Development Doard, Sutherland County Council and Dornoch Town Councdl

(141) that application be made to the Board of Trade for a 'J' licence; and

(iv) that work involved in the development of the Air-Strip be carried
out as expediticusly as poseible, in order to enable the strip te
be available for scheduled flights by April, 1972,

Mmummnmwmmcmntmmmu
5'&0“0&:. 1971 and I have to advise you accordingly.

Tours faithfully,

,4/?7 ‘

Town Clerk,



—_—

COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

J. . McMILLAN, COUNTY. DEVELOPHENT OFFICER, COUNTY OFFICES, DORNOCH. TEL. 132

PLANNING OFFICER, SRR Rt
Z6th October, 1971.

Ga Fo Trowhridge, Esq.,
Town Clark,

DORROCH.

Dorpoch Airstrip = Fire Fighting Equipment

We are asked by the Suppliers of the personnel equipment required for ithe fire fighting services at the
atove airstrip to supply sizes of the helmets, waterproof coals, rubler knee hoots and flame resisting gloves.

| would he obliged if the personnel who are to man the fire fighting equipment could state their
requirements in so far as this equipment in concerned.

Yours fajthfully,

Vo O Ml -

County Planning Officer.



Highlands and Islands Development Board Bridae House 27 Bank Streat nyeness . dex 78

TrC/JaP (411/273/2)

26th October 1971

Dear Mr. Rodger,

Dornoch Airstrip

I refer to your Council's application for financial assistance under
Section 8 of the Highlands and Islands Development (Scotland) Act 1965.

The Board have considered the application and T have pleasure in
informing you that in connection with the proposed improvement of the
airstrip at Dornoch it has been decided to offer Sutherland County Council
a grant of £1,000 or one-third of the total approved cost whichever is
the lesser sum.

The main Conditions upon which this Grant is offered are set out
in the attached Appendix. If these are acceptable please let me have
written confirmation to that effect by 9th November 1971. If no reply
is received by that date the amoynt, terms and Conditions may be subject
to review or withdrawal.

In the event of your Council's accepting financial assistance on
the Conditions referred to, the Board will duly instruct their Solicitor
to prepare a formal Undertaking regulating the Grant, as well as such
other documents as may be necessary.

It is possible that in the future the Board may wish to publicise
the assistance which has now been approved for this project and perhaps
you would let me know if your Council would be agreeable to this if the
occasion arose. You would, of course, be consulted beforehand and the
terme of any publicity decided upon would be as agreed between your
Council and the Board.

Yours sincerely,

fLA{Mmff\

Se Edmond
Assistant Secretary

JeBe ROdgeI‘, Eﬂq-, M.AI., LL.BQ’
County Clerk,

Sutherland County Council,
County Clerk's Office,

GOLSPIE,

Sutherland.



APPENDIX

Sutherland County Council — 411/273/2

Conditions

1. The grant shall be given in respeé¢t of the following expenditure, and
gshall be the lesser sum of £1,000 or one~third of the total approved
cost of the provision of:

Fire fighting equipment including

4 wheel drive ex Wa.De Land Rover at estimated cost of £1,200
Threshold markers and site works at estimated cost of 350
Telephones at estimated cost of 50
Stockproof fence for airstrip at estimated cost of 300
Metal road to the airstrip at estimated cost of 800
Contingencies at estimated cost of 300

£3,000

A1l at the zirstrip at Dornoch, Sutherland.

2« The grant will not be paid over until all the legal formalities have
been completed and all the relevant detailed receipted wvouchers in
respect of materials and labour shall have been seen by the Board and
the work inspected and a certificate in terms satisfactory to the
Board shall have been submitted to them in regard to the cost of the
several works in zespect of which the grant is offered.

|

e The Council shall fully insure against fire and other risks all proverty
and buildings belonging to it or used by it at the said airstrip, as well
as all plant and machinery, equipment, stock and other assets belonging
to it or for which it may be responsible thereat, and the relative policy
or policies as also the receipts for all premiums paid in respect thereof
shall be exhibited to the Board.’

4. The airstrip on which the grant is paid shall not be used—Eforanyother
purpope—or—pe sold or otherwige disposed of nor shall the use thereof be
discontinued within a period of five years from the date of the last
payment of grant otherwise the whole amount of the grant paid in respect
thereof,” or such portion of the same as the Board may at ite sole
discretion decide shall be immediately repayable to the Board.

5. The Board have approved this financial assistance on the firm understanding
that they accept no liability for further work to ensure that the airsirip
will qualify for any type of licence for charter and/or air ambulance
flights.



Our Ref15B 16th Novewber, 19T

The Airport Manager,
Inve:rness Airport,
Daleross,

Nr. Inverness,

Dear Sir,
Jigrnoch Adx-Otrdp

Dornoch Town Council, with the help of Suthe: land County Council and the
Righlands ard Islands Development Board are cearrying out certaln requiremmts
in ordey tomeet the Board of Trade conditions for a 'J' Licence for Dornoch
Adr=Strip.

Pire fighting equipment is being obtained for use at the Alr-Strip and the
question has arisen regarding the training of personnel for the use of such
equipnent. I have made enquiries with the Fire Brigade but underatand that they
do not cperate such a course, They advised me to get in touch wit! yourself
as I understand you have your own fire-fighting schocl for this purpose.

Tha'!‘wn(.‘mmml;nplqnmllknrgbﬂqmdhxtitinintm&dtonm
their services as and when Scheduled flights 'are due, In order that they might
hqﬂiﬁdhuﬂtrhhmchﬁn-ﬁghtﬁuhﬁultﬂllhm«mqtﬂh
tomiwthoqmprhhtuiningmdmmdiul;!ahm .-:Idorwhnp
you might be able to offer in this conmetion, Vould you be kind enough to g
inform me of any course that might be available, How many men would be invelved,

how long the courme would take and the cost involved,
An early reply would be mppreciated,

Yours faithfully,
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY
BORARDIOFE TRADE

CIVIL AVIATION OFFICE FOR SCOTLAND
BROOMHOUSE DRIVE, EDINBURGH, EH11 3XE
TELEPHONE: 031-443 4040, EXT. 927

Our Refs SCF/457/011
Your Refs 5B

G F Trowbridge Esq

Town Clerk's Chambers

High Street

DORNOCH 23 Hovember 1971

Dear lir Trowbridge

Further to our telephone conversation on 22 November 1971, herewith are details
of our Treining School, and courses for 1572,

The 'School! is situated at Stanated Airport in Essex, and is staffed by Fire
Officers of the Department of Trade and Industry (formerly the Board of Trade),
and courses are held there for zerodrome firemen throughout Britain, including
a course of one week's duration (five days) for aerodrome fire and rescue
personnel, from the lower category aerodromes, that is aerodromes where only
light aircraft are catered for, such as you anticipate at the Dornoch airstrip.

The old classification of aerodrome licences (you quoted a 'J' licence) no longer

applies and now only two types of licences are issued Viz. "Public Use" or
"Ordinary",

An aerodrome granted a public use licence must be kept open during the times
when the aerodrome is notified as being available, and it must be available for
the landing and take-off of aircraft to all persons on equal terms and conditions.

An aerodrome granted an ordinary licence is normally available only for use by
the licensee, It may, be used by other persons only with the licensee's prior
permission.

Further information on this subject must be sought from the Divisional Controller,
Civil Aviation Office for Scotland, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh EH1l 3XE.

Ideally, all men engaged in fire and rescue duties should attend the training
school, but at least one member must attend so that he is able to take charge of
the crew, and supervise the testing of equipment and training of any new members.

Courses suitable for your men are being held at Stansted on the following datess=-
31.leT2 to 442472 and 1.5.72 to 5.5.72
and if you let me know as soon as possible, I will reserve a place or places on

the courses you require, and send you the papers which need to be completed,
before your men report to the School.



The cost of this course, which includes residential accommodation, is £30.00 and
meals can be obtained at moderate rates in the School canteen, Protective

clothing will be made available to the student, at the School, but he should take
his personal toilet requisites.

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this 0ffice.

Yours sincerely

Y

R W BATIN, AFO
for Divisional Fire Service Officer

« ENCLOSUR EV



COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

YOUR REF. COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE

2k e GOLSPIE
J. B. RODGER, MA. LLB. SR A SUTHERLAND
COUNTY CLERK Telephone Nos, 392 & 393

23rd November, 1971

G.F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,
Dornoch

Dear Sir,

Dornoch Airsirip

I have to-day instructed the County Surveyor
to carry out as soon as possible the major works involved
in preparing the Dornoch Airstrip.

I am,
Yours faithfh




Ref: 5B

3. Edmond, Baq., 24th lovember, 1971
Assistent Secretary,

Highlands & Islands Development Board,

Bridge House,

1)7' B mk utﬂﬂt-

'\'l ‘f:

Dear Mr, Edmond,
Dernoch idr Stxip

I refer to your lettar dated 26th October, 1971 addressed te Sutherland
County Council regarding the conditions under vhich the Board were prepared
to make a grent of up to £1,000 for the development of Dormock Adir-Strip to
meet the requirements for a 'J' licence,

A copy of your lstter was passed to me by ¥r.J.B. Roiger, the County s
Clerk, whom [ understand has informed you that we would be writing to you direct
on the matter,

Your letter has been considered by the Town Council and they have, for
their intorest approved of the conditions, with one small previse - namely Ko.d.

The land on which the Afir=Strip ie situsied is Common Land and as such ther
are certain reservations which have {0 be complied with under legislation
covering such land, The Town Council ave of the opinion that the reference
contained in item 4 which reads "The airstrip on which the grant is peid shall
not be used for any other purpose be sold or otherwise disposed of nor shall
the use thereof be discontinued within a poried of five years from the dute ot
the laet paysent otherwise ,eececssees™ i8 slightly restrictive,

‘hilst there is no likelihood of the discontimuation of the Airstrip for
the period mentioned or any intention whatscever for any other use or disposal
thereof the Town Council do not feel that they can altogether restrict the use
of Alrstrip for such purposes as local residents have a hereditary right thereto,
It is therefore suggested that a alight amendment might Le nade to the condition
20 as to safeguard this interest,

There 1- no suggeation wvhatscever by the Town Council tiat there is any
other difficulty to restrict the development of the Alrstrip as proposed.
They are in full agreement with the said conditions apart fromu this small point.

I tock this watter up with Kr, Rodger and he suggested that perhaps
condition 4 might be modified by adding a phrase to the effect that none of the
conditions specified in it will apply as & result of statutory emactment, This
might well suit the circumstances and I shall be glad to hear from you,

Yours faithfully,

Twa Claxk,

— —e e S — — —— — ! —————




COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

YOUR REF. GR COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE
GOLSPIE
" OUR REF. DM/ SUTHERLAND
I. B. RODGER, M.A., LLB e

Telephone Nos. 392 & 393
COUNTY CLERK

25th November, 1971.

G. F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,

Town Clerk's Chambers,
High Street,

DORNOCH.

Dear Sir,
Dornoch Air Strip

I am in receipt of your letter of 22nd current enclosing my Minute
of Meeting of Representatives held on 1lst October, with amendments thereto
made by your Council. I should mention that the Minute has been approved
in its entirety by the County Council for their interest.

I note that your Council wish to have included the provision of

telephone coin box and metalled access road. It was my understanding
that these items were not required and that, in particular, there was no
necessity for a metalled access road to meet the requirements of 'J!' Licence.
It was my understanding that the meeting of representatives had agreed to
omit the provision of metalled access road and indeed that it had been
explained that the provision of a telephone would not be required. If a
telephone coin box is, in fact, required there would seem to be no problem

o particularly as the cost is minimal. The cost of providing a metalled
access road is, of course, considerable and, as stated, it was my understanding
that since a metalled access road was not essential, a saving could be effected
by its omission,

Since your Council take the view that the Minute referred to does not
correctly specify the decisions taken at the meeting, I shall require to take
further instructions. '

I am,
Yours faithfully,

e

lerk.




9th December, 1971
JanHﬂdﬂ.r 458G, M.A. .LL.B.,

County Clerk
County Officaes,
Golspie Your ref. JBR/ET
Our ref. ”
Dear Sir,
Lornoch Adr-strip

1 refer to your letter of 8th December,1971 regarding the proposed works to be
carried out at ths Dornoch Air-strip.

1 regret the misunderstanding that appears ¢ have arisen in this connection,
but perhaps should refer you to letter dated 26th Uctober,1971 addressed to yourself from
the Highlands and Islands Development Board with the conditions on which they were prepared
to make a Grant of £1,000 or one~third of the total approved cost, whichever is the lesser

sun., Item 1 of the Appendix reads as follows:-

1. The grant shall be given in respect of the following expenaiture, and shall be the
lesser sum of £1,000 or one-third of the total approved cost ol the provision of:

Fire fighting equipment including

4 wheel drive ex W.D. Land Hover at estimated cost of ....e.fd 'm
Threshold markers and site works do. do. sssses 350
Telephones do. do. Fanwee 50
Stockproof fence for alr-strip do. do. seesse 0
Metal road to thli“trip do. do. sunnane DGO
conw“ do. do. sasasn m

£3,4000

Both items in respect of the telephone and metal road are included in the above
and it would appear that the Board are in sgfeement with the Town Council in their
recollection of the meeting.

Both the Minute of the Joint Meeting of 1st October,1971 and the board's letter
regarding the conditions were considered by the Town Council at thieir meeting on 2nd

November,1971 when the minute was approved;subject to the amendmentsjand the conditions
suggested by the Board, subject to a slight amendment of clause 4 dnnrespect of the Air-
strip being on Common Lands. '

1 shall be glad to have your observations on the points mentioned.

Yours raithfully,.
7 o [
A X

Town Clerk.




Our Ref:; 53
20th Decamber, 1971

- J.J. McMillan, Esq.,
County Planning 0fficer
County Offices, .

Dear Mr. Macmillam,

1 understand th
Mr. H.M, Morrison ;:.7:;}’4" lready received the mecessary infor:
Mr, A, Robichsud a or person to be engazed on fi g o',
v ud and his measurements are as follows: re~fighting duties will be

Het =T Gibves - large; Shoes - T4
Chest = 40 dns.  Waist - 36 ins. Le (ins1de) 273

I trust this is al} the informs tion you require

Yours fad thfully,
e L

Town Clerk,

/,-s 046334171 Highlands and Islands Development Board Bridge House 27 Bank Street - Inverness_Telex 7526

-

5B
DMcC/MH 411/273 20th December 1971

e

Dear Sir,
Dornoch Airstrip ;

I refer to your letter of 24th November on the point raised by the
Town Council with regard to one of our conditions pertaining to the

grant.
As far as Condition 4 is concerned, we are quite prepared to delete the
words — "used for any other purpose or be'.

I trust this will now resolve the matter.

Yours faithfully,

5. Edmond

Town Clerk, Assistant Secretary

Town Clerk's Chambers,
Royal Burgh of Dornoch,
High Street,

Dornoch,



DORNOCH AIR STRIP

Minute of Meeting of representatives
of Constituent Authorities held
within the Council Chamber, County
Offices, Dornoch, on Friday, lst
October, 1971, at 11.30 a.m.

Present: -

Representing Sutherland Councillor George Fraser,
County Council Councillor D. M. McBain,

Representing Dorncch Provost H. Clunie,
Town Council Bai.ie W. J. Manson,

Representing Highlands Mr Prophet Smith,
& Islands Development Dr. W, I. Skewis.
Board

D. W. Martin, Depute County Clerk,
in attendance,

also

J. N. M. Green, County Development

Officer; J. G. Edmond, County
Surveyor; G. F. Trowbridge,

Town Clerk, Dornoch.
CHAIRMAN

The representatives unanimously agreed that the Convener be appointed
Chairman.

DORNOCH AIR STRIP

The Depute County Clerk reported the terms of Minute of Meeting of
representatives held on 12th October, 1970, and there was submitted a
report dated 30th September, 1971, by the County Planning Officer and
County Development Officer., This report is apperded as an annexation to
this Minute. The Meeting also heard a report by the County Development
Officer who explained the circumstances in which it would not be possible
to look for military assistance for any work on the Air Strip under the
OPMAC Scheme for some considerable time.

The meeting heard a report by Provost Clunie who explained the action
taken by the Town Council since the last meeting and who stated that the
Town Council were satisfied that they did not wish to pursue the licensing
of the Air Strip under J. Licence conditions in the meantime. He stated
that the Town Council were agreed that there should be carried out at the
Air Strip the minimum work necessary to improve it but without regard to
the needs of J Licence conditions., He observed that matters had been held
up pending a decision on whether work would be done as an OPMAC Scheme but

he felt that it would now be appropriate for the constituent Authorities
to themselves carry out the basic work required, which should include
threshold markers, and omit work necessary to satisfy J Licence conditions
until justification for these arose,

Mr Prophet Smith stated that the costs specified in the report of
the Planning Officer and Development Officer did not appear to be excessive
in regard to the provision of J Licence facilities and he stated that it

was/



2.

was the Board!s view that the Air Strip should be licensed to meet J Licence
conditions. The Board considered that this is an essential Air Strip, that
therefore it must be licensed and that accordingly the constituent Authorities
should accept the attendant costs. The meeting also heard a report by

Dr. Skewis who explained the possible use of the Air Strip in the event of
its being licensed and pointed out that the Board were examining the
possibility of introducing an air service from Caithness to Inverness which
would have an optional call at Dornoch if a licensed strip were available
there. He believed that the cost of providing a licensed strip was not
excessive and he believed that it would be a worthwhile investment. He
explained that a metalled access road and an open ended building were not
essential pre-requisites for licensing and that these oould be omitted.

In reply to a query by Provost Clunie - who explained that the Town Council
were warried by the need to provide specially trained men constantly
available at the Air Strip and the attendant cost thereof - Dr Skewis
explained that it would be ideal to use existing Council employees on a
part-time basis who could be trained by Dalcross personnel, the training
being fairly nominal.

Provost Clunie suggested that, having heard the Board Representatives,
it appeared that the only items holding up the project were the levelling
and rolling of the site and the County Surveyor explained that the work
principally entailed keeping the grass cut on both runways as the foundations

were good. _ Provost C pointed out that a telephone box already existed
A e at the Sé®ip and 4 thet by a sharing of the work, the necessary provisions
qﬁ: could be made to meet licensing conditions.

The Convener stated that, having heard the various parties represented
at the meeting, he was satisfied that the constituent Authorities should
proceed to carry out work necessary to meet J licensing conditions and
that the Strip should be submitted to the Board of Trade for licensing as
quickly as possible. Provost Clunie concurred,

The meeting accordingly unanimously agreed to recommend to the constituent
Authorities that they proceed forthwith to carry out all work at the Strip
necessary to meet J licensing conditions, having noted the agreement previously
reached with the County Council, the Town Council and the Highlands and
Islands Development Board that each meet one third of the cost, and that the
b County Surveyor prepare a report on the detailed costs involved in bringing
Nows foka ‘,( the strip up to J licence standard, the necessary work being specified in the
'3 J:dufw Appendix attached hereto with the)exception w ended
at ab'yfepp  building and laying" talled access road, the County Surveyor's réport to be
XX submitted to the constifuent Authorities as soon as possible. The meeting
gl e further agreed that the constituent Authorities should gim for the provision
Sdab of a full licensed Strip by April 1972, that the Town Council should forthwith
o report to the Board of Trade the intentions of the constituent Authorities and,
Lisuirats 4o, following completion of the necessary work, should apply to the Board of
lovn. @ st Trade for the necessary J Licence. The Meeting noted that the report to be
atd #t «f submitted by the County Surveyor would be in respect of both runways.
Ao, aa-f‘mnwth
4r ) Lictear ful~ The meeting, after hearing Councillor A. M. Gilmour (who although not
2hot s wl/, @ member of the Air Strip Committee, was invited to speak), agreed that
A ¢; scanatoy Councillar Gilmour make whatever investigations and approaches he could with
- 7 a view to keeping the work required at the Strip before the Military
.“f‘-, aicone ¢  puthorities in case these Authorities found it possible to carry out the work
Ada cff".z’;-J. as an OPMAC Scheme before the constituent Authorities were ready to proceed.
The meeting further agreed that, in the likely event of the Military
Authorities being unable to carry out the work as an OPMAC Scheme, the work
should be carried out by the County Roads Department.

Bailie W. J. Manson suggested that consideration be given to the
q\:aeat/i’on of responsibility for maintenance of the Air Strip but the meeting,
after



after hearing the Convener, agreed that this matter be considered further
once a J Licence had been obtained and that, in addition, there would be
considered at that stage the question of the charges to be levied at the
Adir Strip and the management thereof.

The meeting noted the view of Provost Clunie that the Air Strip Committee
would require to continue in existence, once the Strip had been licensed and
was operating, in order to deal with all matters pertaining thereto; umbdl--

sueh-time as-the Re-organisation.ef Local Government had been completed.

The meeting instructed the County Clerk to make a formal approach to
the Highlands and Islands Development Board in regard to their meeting the
agreed share of the cost of the work.



APPENDIX

DORNOCH AIR STRIP

A quick summary of the proceedings to date are as follows:=-

1.

The Town Council, the County Council, and the Highlands
and Islands Development Board have agreed, in the course
of previous meetings to each bear 335% of the total
costs of equipping and bringing Dornoch Airstrip up to
the standard required for a 'J' Licence.

These standards were laid down in a letter of 22nd March,
1971, a copy of which is enclosed for information.

Further additional works have been suggested as being
desirable to the functioning of the airstrip. Some of
these items were suggested asbeing suitable subjects
for an OPMAC exercise.

At the moment, there seems little prospect of the Military

Authorities

having personnel available for these tasks until late 1972.

In view of this, I would suggest that the constituent bodies interested
in this development should now proceed as early as possible, to have

the necessary works completed and the airstrip licensed. The estimated
costs are now as follows (updated from 1969).

1‘

b
WMW 7( B

7.

sl 9.

#Fire-fighting equipment - 34 gallon foam
engine, refills and trailer ............ vee £ U435 1O
#Personnel equipment, safety helmets,
grab hooks, protective clothing,
Weddcol APSSBINES «.vuesasvisenesvninsoasssan 350 00
*Four wheel drive vehicle suitable
for sbove trailer and foam engine
(Ex W,D. Landrover) - estimate ............. 40O 00
#Threshold MATKerS .v.eveeivcrvessvnncrneenns L0 00
Taléphone Colii BAR seeeessusivssences e s 35 00 (estimate) -
' omit,already
installed.
Stock-proof fence for aircraft parking
Aref ececeeses . e Rl L P PO . 275 00
Open-ended building seeivvvecevocareornnnnns 950 00 - omit t
r d
¥Levelling und rolling site ...civececeecions 300 00
Laying metalled access road from the

end of the existing tarmac road to
the airstrip area - 500 yds x 12'0" ........ 750 CO - omit,

re ed ¢
Licerice.

Jtems marked +# are cobligatory for a 'Jt Licence.

These estimates show appreciable increases since first set out in
1969, Tt can be expected that further delays will result in grester increases.

My~ S



2.

The reservations concerning the worth of the expenditure above
estimated in relation to the traffic potentially attracted by the licensing
of the airstrip still obtain. The interested authorities may wish to
consider restricting their intentions, as suggested in the letter of
22nd March, 1971, to a bare minimum without secking a 'J' licence.

Planning and Development John J, McMillan, County Planning Officer.
Department, John N. M. Green, County Development Officer.
DCRNOCH.

30th September, 1971.



