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Prom : hobert Maclennan , 

12th ctobcr , 1967 

Deur -Ir . ..right , 

Thank you for writing to me a..,out the Dorno ch 
Landing !'icld . J have t · Jccn the liberty of 
for\'/arding your letter Lo the Ministry so that 
r.r . _.eynolds may JC mmrc of the true position . 

I hope th· t the me6ting wns satisfac tory as the 
}tinister sugge.ted ·nd lhaL the propos~ls which 
h~ve een put for,i d will not be detrimental to 
the use of the Dar~ ocu 1 nc.int,. i'ielcJ. IJ.Y c.:i 1 il 
·- ircral' t . 

Ilea e do 1 t T"'e • no:r i.f I c .... n be of rny 
help at the moment . 

Yours sincerely , 

per pro 

1 . (, , •• right , _,faq ., B. 1.J ., 
I o,,n Clerk s 1.,nambc1·s , 

I izh street , 
Dornoch . 
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CA TLE O N Al IE 
CAITHNESS. 

..-tH. 1. Tl'I l'IUN II U P.P, l .. EXAMINATIUN., . 

{ 
C CAMPl'-1 . L- T,1. • LYTH fi) 

p.,,"" A W .11NO.:l.Alll - T.J , WICK DI All Corrupo•d•eoo ,o-
Mu J, BEIUlB.CLOlH, 

c r411t• rr • 
39, Ro•e st., ff1111flf1WWJ!lttt 

T.HU1t50, CAITHNlt.5.5. 

County Planning Offieer, 12th October 1967. 
suiherland County Council, 
Dornoob. 

».a Sir, 

In Y1ew or th• reoent report• in the pre •• or 7our ra~ourable 
•••ting with •••ber• or th• iini• try or Defence and oth•r interested 
,artiea, it now••••• 11k•l1 that th• airstrip at Dornoob will b• 
reiatn d, and tha, •• • hall be aaking u •• or it from tiM to ti-•• 

Before, bo••••r, we oa.n con• ider re8'\ll&r u•ap or the a1r• trip, 
•• • hould be glad to know it there 1• &ft7 likelihood ot 1our providing 
h&ngar-«9 taoilitie• tb• N, •• ligbt aircraft oannot be left • tanding 
e%po •• d to the element •, 

Tour co••nt • on thi• •tter would be weloo••• 

To~r• taitht'ull7, 

Seoretar7. 



R SB 

5th October, 1967. 

Robert ' cLennan, Esq., 
Houae oi' Oommona, 

Mtminater, 
LO D ON, 

Dear Mr. MacLennen, 

Dornooh Landing eld. 

I have your Secretary's letter of 3rd. instant with enaloeure which 
interests me in as IID.lah as it contains a grave error in taot whioh, o t'ar 
as I am concerned, rarldtll"B it worthless. 

I enclose a copy of the · ute of meeting between 11W' Council, 
the Minaitry of Defence, Board of Trade Civil .Aviation Department an:i 
others at the County Council Chambers here on 19th ultimo. You will 
note on page 1 of the .... 1"'""11e at the ieotion marked "opening" that the 
first indioatJ.on we had here of 9n3 dit'fiaultiea cono nung the use of 
Dornooh Landing Field came on 23rd June last when I reoei ved a telephone 
oell from Kr. kenzie, Civil Aviation, Board of Trade, Edinburgh. • 

kenzie had. been in touch with the Jliniatry or Defeno &bout the air 
field here for aome fourteen months (see foot of p ge 1 of Ill.nut) end not 
once during that tim was any indio tion sent to me or to utherlend Count7 
Council that the Land.ins Field here 1'ell within a Danser Zone. At no time 
prior to 23rd June last was I aware of the exiatano of' the Danger Zone. 
Nor/ 



bert MacLennan, Esq., .ll.P., 
LO N D O N. 

- 2 -

5th Ootober, 1967. 

. 
Nor have I at ~ tbl made repr entat1Cll8 to the Board of Trade to 
hav the bound.e.ry of the t:laiiger Area edJusted so as to ex(!lud Domooh. 
I hope that you will impreaa upon • G, • ReJmolqa that if th record 
ehows that I ma.do repre antatiorui to the Board of Tredo it is high time 
that the record wa put straight. 

Your• ainoerely, 



DIiiin( ) 10 r 1987 

r C".:!t 

., 

G. • eynold 

ob rt ole n . ' • 



My Ref: 5 

Ccc::.Allldar D. • H ighway, 
Ro e.l Naval Air St tion 

0 R A Y~ 

nder, 

28th Septanb r, 1967. 

iemouth, 

It ia very gocxl o you ind t pre ent to th own mm w soak 
for the a.irf'i.eld her • Can you l. t me a,, whe.n 70u ar next to be 1n this 
a.r wh I would li yoo to o have a noggin with the Provost 
ana in a nvonient ao:1. adj ed. premi en • - in the rtal 
irords of c-a.i::-aJi,ll~J:t. 

inoerol.3,. 

Town Clerk. 

29th Septemb , 1967 • 

•• 
01fioe, 

Xhli.llk you 1·or Your l tt t. tan:ling oi' the 
... u,.............. h ld ~n l .ins t ~ing t'ielil · 11 o nt2.11 to o to 

1 l~ h P-"...,'-1.:Jll!JI.O ·•try or Defenc are ob"_,"""~v, oly1• 
(1) 

(2) 

(.3) 

that th appro _.._.&- t"ror:n t field • ould ~ the 
w•t 
th&.t radio int~ 
a.ire t d 
d ipartur•• ahou1d ~ ol. ared. with 
Un from Dornooh irfield. 

.A.-. Loaai outh by direct land 

soon u arrang on.ta hav been o for direct land line oontaot with 
R.N ••• Lc• a1emauth the f'1eld bsen publlahed 1n Th Pilot" 
msnoranlum ot the lending field, i ta deeoripticm, regulations regarding 1 t• us 
eto., ill b prepared and oopi • ent to all uaeI'8. A cow Will be sent to 
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JMJ.,i;/JR.D/31 

Your Reference: SB 

TELIWHO ' . NO l 6~ 

W.C.Wright Esq., B.L., 

Town Clerk's Chambers, 

High Street, 

Dornoch 

Dear Sir, 

SUTHERLA D ESTAT S OFFICE 

GOLSPI 

28th September, 1967. 

Dornoch Links Landing Field 

I refer to your letter of the 12th September and to 

the meeting held in the Council Chambers on ~uesday, 

19th September~ From the result of that meeting it would 

appear that no immediate proposal for the closing of the 

air strip is likely and that its use by private 

individuals will continue as in the past, but subject to 

certain safety precautions in connection with the 

activities of the R.N.A . S. operating from Lossiemouth. 

If, however, any further developments should take 

place wh ich might threaten the use of the air strip, I 

would be very grateful if you could please keep me 

informed. 

Yo~s faithf.---,r,,._ 
ri I 

J • M • L. Sc o t t , 

Factor 

P.S. Could you please send me a list of the rules and regulations 

governing the use of the air strip and also a list of 

the arrangements and necessary information for private 

individuals wishing to use the air strip. 
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The Scottish Council Developrnent & Industry 
Highlands Area Office: 3 Union Street, Inverness 

DPS/Iv 

, 

i ht , 

Telephone 31878 

'o r incerel , 

-~ 

Hoad Office: 1 Castle S11ee1. Edinburgh 2 Telophono Celodonion 7911 

p,.. •d•nt 
The Rt Hon lord Polwarth TO 
Chairman of Exa<:ullve 
Tna Rt Hon Lord Clydasmulr CB, MBE. TD 
Chlol Eucutiva 
w_ S Robo.-on C8E. BSc 

General Men111a1 
J. A. Oonachy MA 
Vlc•· Pr 1danr. 
The Rt Hon The Eerl ol Elgin and Klncardlne JCT 
Tne Rt Hon Tl'e Lord 1Prov0$1 ot Edrnburoh 
Tho Rt Hon The Lc>rd Provost ol Glasgow 
The Rt Hon Lord Clydesmu• CB, MBE. TD 
E.W. C1olg Esq, OBE 
J. Gibson Kon uq, CBE, FRSE, WS 
Sir David Low• CBE, FRSE 
James \IY. Meclarlane Elq, PhO, WhSc, MIEE. IAIMechE, JP 
Sit Robert A. ~ac/ an 
Sir l.eontrd C. Paton CBE. MC 
511 John N. Toothill CBE 
T. W. Walker uq, Bl. AIB(Scot) 

Tele>< 72349 



R((ll 5T E RED O Ff ICE : 1 S co,- TES CR I SCENT, E DINB U RG H, 3 

TELEPHONES 
ELGIN 7891-1-3-4-S 

i.SS/P • 

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT 

EikG~N 
MORAVSHIRE 

.•.c. "[right, Esq., B.L., 
Town Clerk, 
Royal Burgh of Dornoch, 
Town Clerk's Chambers, 
High Street, 
OORNOCH, 
Sutherland. 

Dear ,.r. '/right , 

13 th September , 196 7 

Dornoch Links Landing Field 

Thank you for your letter o~ 12th September, advising 
me that there will be a ,,eeting on the above subject in the 
Council Chambers, County Offices, Dornoch on Tuesday, 19th 
September, 1967 at 3 pm. I have noted those who will be 
present at this ·eeting and I am coming to it to give you 
every possible support, together with Captain ·tchison,to 
keep your landing field in operation. 

It is very kind of you to offer transport. Our 'plane 
is scheduled to land, firstly at Dornoch at 0850 on this 
Tuesday , with passengers who hr1ve business at our Clynelish 
Distillery. It is immediately taking off for Turnhouse and 
will return to Dornoch wi. th myself and of course, Captain 
Aitchison, with a.n estimated time of landing at Dornoch at 
approximately 2.35 pm., and I shall be very grateful if a car 
could pick us both up to transport us to your Counci~ Chambers. 

, ith kind regards, 

Yours1J~lf if' 
nb!ator, 

SCO'''TISH MALT DISTILL:i::RS LI .UTED 
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JOHN WHITMORE 

TELEPHONE 

OR.SETT 399 

JW/pb 

Town Clerk of Dornoch, 
Town Clerk's Chambers, 
High Street, 
Dornoch, 
Sutherland, 
Scotland. 

Dear Sir, 

ORSETT HALL 

CRAYS 

ESSEX 

12th September, 1967 

Further to my letter of 18th July, I very much regret that I will 
be unable to attend the meeting on the 19th of September at which 
the future of Dornoch airfield is to be discussed. 

I can only reiterate the comments in the second paragraph of my 
last letter and add to that that Mr. Alan Mann, myself and Mr. 
Graham Hill have used the airstrip regularly every two to three 
days for the last six weeks and have been able to do so in complete 
safety. We are always in radio contact with Lossiemouth to see if 
the range is operative. Generally, in fact, it is not but on the 
one occas ion it was we had no difficulty in making a safe approach 
without disturbing the other traffic. There are many other areas 
with much more intensive activity than Lossiemouth and it is a 
poor reflection on their own capabilities if they are incapable of 
monitoring one small airfield on their radar. 

At a time of growing need of private airstrips, and in an area 
such as Sutherland where relatively small distances by road can take 
an enormous amount of time, it would be tragic if one of the only 

Continued/ •......• 

airstrips were closed. Apart from any personal views that I have, 
and I certainly would not be a visitor to Sutherland without the 
ability to fly to Dornoch, there is the very important aspect of 
air ambulances. In such a remote area if one seriously ill person 
were to die because they could not be quickly evacuated due to the 
closure of Dornoch airfield it would be a sad day for the Admiralty. 
It might be worth pointing out to Moray Radar that their transmitter 
is weak and intermittent and I might suggest that they put their 

r own equipment right before restricting other harmless people. 

Finally, I would just like to thank you most sincerely on behalf 
of those of us who have been using your field recently for the 
kind and courteous way in which we have been received. 

\ ,.,,. 

Yours sincerely, 



/ 

' 
z 5B 

• J • Borrecloth, 
tary 11 

h Air, 
39 Street, 
TB UR O, 

Dear Ura . Ben-ecloth, 

Air trip 

Thank yru rar your 1 tt tant. I had alread.y" been in 
t w1 th • D.J. Grant, BI-·--..,-_, ~.uc--. end. I have hi reply of 18th ultimo 
on fil. 

It 1 hoped that a ting will e h ld here on 19th prm., with 
ent ti or Admiralty am th 

arrang ta have b ft.nali• 
,.a1 N val Air Station at Lo •1 th. 

I tlill send detail• to you and Mr. D. J. 
Grant. \D. oo..J, 

• 1111111_....._.~ on of your a.1rare.tt# at Domooh • D. J . Grant ha• 
al.read_y spoken to about the tter. If we are ble to retain pur Air itrip 
then I think it would be uaet'Ul to :ve a meeting with you about th baaing of 

airc:re!'t at Dormch. Thia will be at ocnvenient tor 11:r. Gr9nt wt the 
praviaion of a harlgar ght not b Hcwt!Ver I ahall b in touch with you 

Uy ref 5 

C ;tin 
Of'fic r 
Ro;r l N 
Lo ·1 

12th eptemb r 1967 

Brown 

t tion 

d r air, Dorn.2,.ch L ndin• 
I r ter to tel hon conver ationa last we k with yo~ Cobtrtlle: 
I enolo e cupiea of to l otice ot e tin here on 19th curt. 
I al o and her 1th or inform, tion and •uba qu nt r turn a 

pl n of Dornoch ho in tber on in r•d th it tion ot the Pltyin Piell 
nd the Couty Oftioea. I h·v th o nere or th raa field 

at of th Count7 0 use ot th f1 ld tor 
• I h ve rkec • Ith& th adv nt , 

aay cceae to tb rod County Of ic a nd a abort ·lk 
tin pl ae. I 1ou wi• b v r to l nd on th Link ple e l t 

m kno so th 1t I can rran e for o be there to pick pou up. 

I m, 

P. • Inoidenaally the Pl,y1.n 
•nd gin ye r or to 

Yours Ill ace rely , 
; 

on Cl•rk 
ield •·au ed in II ration Sno drop" (19J5'?Q 

o when the ',lll n oth 1· vix i t Dornoc-h to 
,._ - ~ .... -- .- ---



W.C. WRIGID', B.L., 
Town Clerk and Chamberlain. 

Telephone 205. 

}ey' Ref: SB 

}ey' dear Sir, 

ROYAL BURGH OF DOffiOOH 

~rnoch Links Landing Field. 

Town Clerk's Chambers, 
High Street, 

DORNOOH, 
St1.therland. 

12th September, 1967. 

A meeting will be held in the Council Chambers, County Of'fices, 

Dornoch on Tuesday 19th September, 1967 at 3 o'clock afternoon when 

Members of the Ministry of Defence (Admiralty) and the Board of Trade 

(Civil Aviation) will, under the Chairmanship of Provost Henry Clunie, 

J.P., make their respective submissions with reference to the Dornoch 

Firth Danger (Flying) Zone arrl. the use of Dornoch Landing Field by 

Civil Aircraft. Thereafter the views of Dornoch Town Council, 

Sutherlani County Council, the Highlands and Islaoos Development 

Board and the Scottish Council (Development and Industry) a.s also 

the present and potential users of the Links Landing Field will be 

heard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tovm Clerk. 



, NORTH AIR, CASTLETOWN AIRFIELI 
CA ITH NESS. 

/, 

FULL TUITIO!'-: A . D P.P.1~. EXAM! ' ATIU, S. 

C. C.\MPDPLI.-T• I.• LYTH llllJ (j 1'• stam{A. W, SHH.:LA!lt-f• I., WICK Ill All Corra:apoodoncc to 

M ... J. BERRECLOTH, 

39, Rose St., 

Dornoch Town Council, 
1>ornoch, 
Sutherland. 

Dear Sirs, 

THUR.SO, CAlTHNES.S. 

18th August 1967. 

It is with a certain alarm that we bave heard the recent rumours 
regarding the proposed closure of the airstrip at Dornoch. We under­
stand that you oppose this move and we should like to offer herewith 
any support we can give to your efforts in maintaining this airfield 
as a viable facility. 

Quite apart from the obvious value of an airstrip to a holiday 
town like Dornocb (a.nd it's possible industrial future), the airstrip 
lies almoet directly on the rlight route between Inverness and ick 
frequently used by members of this group in the club aircraft. In 
this narrow coastal strip, bounded to the west by mountains a.nd to 
the east by the sea, it provides almost the only emergency landing 
field should weather conditions deteriorate as they can do so frequently 
and suddenly-. 

In addition, North Air plane to extend it's activities, when it 
is more than likely that we should wish to baee an aircraft at Dornoch, 
convenient to the residence of oux Chief Flying Instructor, Mr. D.J. 
Grant, Brora. 

We should be moat interested to know your viewe on this subject, 
and would be happy to meet you to discuss the matter more :fully. 

Yours faithfully, 

~~-
Secretary. 

c.c. Sutherland County Council. 



Work to be carried out by lw.ny E.11ergency Reserve Technical Teom 
Dµring the Period 1st- 15th July, 1967 

The basis on which this A. E. R. unit works is that it is composed of a 
highly specialised team of qualified engineers and surveyors. This team, 
as part of its annual tro.inine C'•rries out surveys, plans and estimates 
projects which mo.y eventually prove suitable for exercises carried out by 
R. E. units working under field exercise conditions. Other than nomirial 
charges for, say, accorrmoda.tion, the services of the survey teams are free. 
The R. E. construction units are nonna.lly paid for on the basis thD. t any 
material used is charged to the I-ocal ;.uthorit,y or organisation accepting the 
services of the unit. Food, ~cco!T'Tlodation and fuel may nlso be included in 
the final cost, but no charge is made for labour. 

The original intention of the ;., E. R. survey team was to carry out 
surveys of several sites for landix,e strips in Ross- shire and Inverness- shire. 
1,ccess to the s it0s proved un0 btaina.ble, however, o.nd the major portion 
of the pro~ramme for 1967 had to be abandoned. 

On advice of this circumstance, the 8ounty Developnent Officer 
immediately contacted Scottish Com.~and, Craigiehalls , Edinburgh to 
enquire whether the team was ~vailable to carry out surveys and estimates 
within the county of Sutherland. ;,s a result of this, u visit was paid 
to Dornoch by ll'lajor Nlells and Captain 11ren of the Technical Unit of the 
ii. E. R. and two projects v,i thin the county were inspected o.t that t jme. 
The resulting progr.runme as drawn up includes the following projects for 
Sutherland:-

1. 

2. 

The .. irstrip on Dornoch Links - The team will survey the two existing 
disused airstrips vii th a view to either re turfing them or 
resurfacinp- them with scme hard.wearing material. This will 
result in larger aircraft being permitted to use the airstrips 
arrl may eventually enable cargo carrying aircraft to use the 
facilities offered. 

Sand Erosion ot Clachtoll, Stoer - The difficulties concerning the 
common grazing grourrl at Steer wht-re a considerable degree of wL"1d 
erosion is evident , have been well known for sane t jme now an:.l the 
latest proposal resulting f'rom o.n approach to the Highlands and 
Islands Development Board is for the existing sand dune areas to be 
re-contoured by using heavy car'.h moving equipment and for a.n 
artificial foredune to be erected. Subsequent planting and 
surface treatment cf the sffccted areas will be a matter conc.,rninP: 
some body other than the ~-.. E. R. or the R. E. 

Bridge over the River Brora - The project did not ori£!inute from the 
County Development Officer but v,as , in fact , suggested by Colonel 
G-i.lmour of Scottish Command, who , in his turn, was o.dvised by 
Mr J . M. L. Scott, Factor to· Sutherland . .:states. 

This is in fact the &.lnacoil Bridge. J.s a bridging probl€:i•1 
it is well wi. thin the oompetencc of the ; ... E. R. and they have , .. lreacly 
specified the materials o.nd type of bridge to be used. 

Sutherland Esto.tes are aware of the intentions here arrl are 
quite happy with the proposals. The adjoining proprietrix is not , 
hov1ever , aware of the intentions and no attempt has as yet been 111.:i.d"' 
by the ;... F. R. to inform her. They hove in fuct requested that the 
County Devalopn;::nt Officer clarifies this on their behtlf. 

In case of potentinl administrative difficulties concerning this pro.jcct, 
the County Development Officer has suggested that the team be made avail ... ble to 
carry out aey works of survey ~nd cos1.ing associated with other nccesso.ry 
projects within :th~ County. These projects could in fact be attached too. 
forward programme of wor\c for the S\;JTl>ner season 1968 which an ndditional terun 
of J· .. E. R. surveyors woold taci--le. Th~st- arc: -



r 

1. 

- 2 -

;~ .. Bridge Crossins;i; Stro.th Oykd at Tuitcrun - This would effectively 
serve both the counties of Suthc:rlMd and Ross and Cromo.rty und h"s 
already been put forwo.rd to the Planning Corrrnittcc of Ross n.rrl 
Cromarty County Council by the County Councillor for the nron of 
Strath Cykol . This bridge would ho.vu a quadruple function. It 
would cffoctivcly relieve any congestion which mo.y result fran a 
mr\jor repair or overhaul of the e;xisting bridge at Bonar 13ridgv. 
It would servo the roth-.:r remote coll"cnunity of Inver Oykcl in Ross­
shire and it would provide an interesting alterm.tive tourist ?;'C'UtC 

to the \•i<:st 'Joest effectively rdh, ing the existing roud of the 
a.ddi tional pressures of' -courist traffic expected in the c.oming y-:J: r:s. 
In ao.dition, an alter.native route would obviate the recurrent drJlc.ys 
roused by flooding and high tides on the Linside road. 

Crossipg of the Dornoch Firth between :'!cwton Point o.nd .c.rdmore; Point 
- This would o.lso have several basic effects on traffic within ~lv 

county. _It would ago.in relieve tro.fi'ic pressures on the existing 
bridge at Bonar bridge in the event of axtonsiva repairs or runuw-11 
to the Bridge. It would relieve the traffic pressures on the 
stretch of .... 9 hiteface/Eonar Bridge. This road, particularlJ 
during the peak tourist season shows signs of congestion o.nd the ,~ 
stretch Spinningdale to Little Swordal~ in particular off~rs an 
increasing hazard in that it is .impossible to overtake safely at 
any point 'llonp this 3 mile length. 

The o.dvantages of such a. crossinp in shortening the journey 
between the east of Sutherland ,.i. rrl the potential industrial 
developnents o.t Inverp.ordon are obvious - approxw.tely 1..\- miles of' 
r0c1.d would be deducted from the total jow:ney. This would place 
Invergord.on within cornriuting distance of the populated centres on 
east Sutherland o.nd. would help in the long tenn to stabilise the 
population.. The eventunl al ternativc might be th:> t an.Y surplus 
v:orking population in Suthcrlarrl obtaining employment \Jithin the 
Invergord.on comnlex ·;,r0uld in the lonr tenn to.kc up residence in that 
area rather than resorting to daily travel. 

The .. nny ... uthorities have o.lready seen this projected crossi:1r 
and consider it .-•ell within their corr.petence. T11e bridging · •ould be 
carried out by means of standard Bailey bridge se;;cti.ons on nontocns. 
The weight restriction for the bridge would be to a maximum of 
a.pprox:imo. tely 20 tons. This ·.'lould probatly rest "ict the traffic to 
private cn.rs , light and nedium-heavy ccmnercia.ls. 1rhure is no 
problem of access fran the Sutllcrlo.nd side as the public roadway 
runs to the site of the old Newton Point pier which ,has since been 
demolished by Skibo Estate. There is however difficulty on the 
Ross-shire side in tmt approximfately 800 yards of road v,ould be 
necessury to allow traffic access from ,.~ore to the ;;o.ters edge. 

This site was chosen by the ~•nl\Y authorities in pr1::fcrence to 
bridging at the Meikle Ferry. The problem ther~ being that p.:...rt of 
the crossinf: dries out at low tide e.nd if bridging is to be effected 
by means of pontoons then these would be subject to excessive 
deterioration by scourin,f' on tht- sandbanks in the middle of the Firth. 
This problem do"es not exist at Newton Point, which is the only de1;;p 
water crossing ·nithin the Dornoch Firth. 

•~n addi tionul effect would be to divert traffic from the 
presently inadequate Struic Road, brinfil1f. the Easter Ross area 
into the main tourist route, rather than beirlf':. 1.urgely by-pnssed as 
it is at present. 

It is suggested that an approach be ma.de to Ross arrl Cromarty County 
Council conc~rning the future of both bridging projects. 

There is a possibility that technical teams of the ... E. R. ·nill be 
available in future vears o.nd it is sur:,,estcd that the Develooment Committee 
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prograrrme may include either or both of the bridgings at Oykel and at Newton 
depe nding on whether difficulties o.re encountered with the B6lnacoil crossing. 

Arrangements ho.ve been made to o.ccorrmoda te the : .. 3'.. R. unit in Dornoch 
Drill Hall for the entire period during which operations are being co.rricd out 
within the county. J. small detachment '.•1ill be responsible for the sur •cy e.t 
Clachtoll and it is hop0d that they will operate from the British Logion &11 
in I..ochinver. 

The clmrges for the use of Dornoch Drill !-Ia.11 \Jill be £1 7s. 6d. pur day 
(fif'ty per cent of the norrnul charge). The total charge for this and the hall 
at wchinvcr should not cxce~d £35. It is suggested that the County Council 
should bear these charges - no oth0r contribution to the costs of the op~ration 
is r equired. 

Development Department, 
County Offices, 
Dornoch, 
21st April, 1967. 

John J . Mc1fillan, 
Count,v Development Officer. 
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23ra October, 1067. 

Yl.C. Wrirht, Ecq. , B.L. , 
Tcr-rn r.1crk and ChambPr1 ain, 
TC)'"Tl1 Clerk ' s Chamber3, 
JTi n-h Street, 
DORNOCH. 

Deo.r f~. "r:i .,.ht , 

Dornoch .'l':i.r Str:in - Rcmor-1- bv J'r, SJ'ciP:ht 

I rr>f,...,.. tc, vour 1 cttcn• of hth October, 7 0(..7, "ncl o" · lP' the 3hove 
report, "'nrl lft~r c-nncultation m.th Co.ptain Ian ~d.tchir>on, I have the 
f'o1 1o..-i.n"' roints to !!lake which my he usf\f'u1 to you:-

1) .A. "'. I said :it tho mectfog, :it wo•1la, in ~ opinion, be mort 
unw:i re to l!!nkc £ nv "'""forts to tr.r cna Avict the Navy from 

?)/ 

their lcn-flyinr hoMhing r"!'lge . I nm toi d that .0 2,000,000 
h'l3 ~"Pn ~rent on d0v,..lopinr I.ossiemouth largely on thP ~"cis 
of proxi~itv to r-ngos ·nn +~,-. least :inconvnnicnco to th~ 
"'ll<tllest por~ib1n- nur-iber of' the nnblic. If the Navy in ~ow' 
W"Y wi=>rn- -f'orcPd to 10,,vP th<>ir present ::>rC"n, they would, "'rom 
Lo~~ · "''"'outh roqnir• to '"T)end .£mi 11 ions on flyi.n to other 
pr~ctic~ rP~3, and thj~ jn turn oula su~i,..c-t noth"r local 
ponu1Ac<' to the sar:e inconvenienc-<>n. Ande<" to thi'" , it must 
be r 0 membored thot during tho r->nge1fl P"ICiStPncfl for 25 yrors, 
there h3vc befln no fatalities and few ~ccid~nts. 

L'r . Gr;,nt 1 l> caS"' for the E" vict:ion of the Navy is unsound. 
TherP i~ no rP~~on why he cPnnot fly into or from Dornoch to 
Invornr.~~ or 'ick in the s3me free manner as wo'do ourselves, 
and the UPvy js even willing to inform 1T. ~r~nt if the r~nrr 
is to be active or not at w~Pk-end.s, and if not , ho i~ frc~ to 
br:ing his cl nb flying to Dornoch. 

If rn.y arguments are v~Jid. then I feel th"t it '"ou1 o be much 
more 1 ikely thn t the C ~vv 'VOU1d win thAir case, 1n11 the Dor,..och 
:.ir Strip would. C":l:::o to A-.rist . 



SCOTTISH MALT DISTILLERS LIMITED CONTINUATION SHIU No. 2. 

To W.C, Wright , Esg., B.L. ~3rd October, 19h7, 

2) It is stntPd that the danger area extends the flying by 
A miJes on" journPy from Wick to Inver~esa. I think 
this f"lct c"ln be d:iarce::,rdcd as iL, only mc-·ns an e)'tra 
time o~ -ibout 4- minutes for 'ln Aztec :md :? minutes for a 
Vi~count. 

~) It is Pp.rePa thot a telephone link ~hould be insto.1Jcd to 
connect Do: noch AirstriTI .-·ith Tain, but even more 
impo.,..t.->n t vrould be th8 nrovision of VlW communiC3 ti on. 

h.) To sum 11p, it is our general view that, with thP promises 
of co-operation from th<' Navy, and with corrPct c'lfac:i.plined 
~Jying from both aidc-s, the future of the ~irstrip will be 
served better than by " fight with the ~~inistry of Defence. 

~ith kind regard~, 

You,,,'3 aincere]y, 

~~ 
SCO'l"T'ISH MALT DISTITT...ERB LIMTTED 



A • • ,, t, •• 
h 't 03.·";'.,llt2rs Ltd., 

Dcnr r . Scott, 

__ '!!!?.,~ • lrt -
'l'r.nnk yo11 f:;..r your l -~t er of 23rd in tEU1t wHh ~ ·s on the ff'X>rt 

by !r. li ht of the Scott:lch Council "lo_p .~ cnti ln ~otry. 

l think that it 1'" ,.,.,.,_,toe by ey · UI1cil that t.he nrre..'1.5 t'l'!t ~ como 
to 10th tho I evy will 1ro.L 01;t r.i lJ ri 'It am thut, i:n tact, tho eervice could 
hnvc made things quite dift'io:tl t tor rey- ouncil. l am ~etioficcl in 1rq onn 
mind that 25 years ago we woul-1 heve been f?.. ven &n ultirae.tuw! ! : 

Tharu~ you i'or your continued interest . 

~oure •incerely , 

" , 

s i. HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

6 Cast le Wynd, Inverness 

Tel, phone: STD 0IN3 34 1 71 

All Replies should 
be addre~sed to 
the Secretary. 

Our Ref.: 

Your Ref.: 

Dear Mr Wright, 

KFC/MM (734/1) 

27th October, 1967. 

Thank you for your notes on the recent meeting on Dornoch 
airstrip and for the copy of Mr Sleight 9 s subsequent report and 
recommendation. 

The Board are in full agreement with the Scottish Council 
(Development and Industry) views and will be pleased to support 
you in any further negotiations with the Minis try of Defence 
(Navy) and the Board of Trade. 

Yours sincerely, 

JJ.~~ 
W. I. Skewis 

...,, 
Senior Research and Planning Officer 

Transport and Tourism 

W. C. Wright, Esq., B.L., 
Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk 9 s Chambers, 
High Street, 



~✓- COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHF".AND 

J. J. M cMILLAN. COUNTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, COUNTY OFFICES, DORN OCH. TEL lll 

1 sl Nove'!lber, 1967. 

W. C. Wri 1t, .. q., 
0 rl ~rl<, 
L_. 

De r fr right, 

Domoch i rsiri'l 

Furth r to c.rJ le · r o· 17Lh Octolrr , I no enclos9 here ith a copy letf11r from Messrs. 
North Ai r, Gastletorm 'irfit>ld, ,..,,.iihness ir.h lives !"!Levant de ails of their i rcr ft and 
O;,"raiions l!t:ich fhey prorirse to C1n)' out fron Dnrnoch Airstri!1. 

You will no doubi 1"0"'"':ll"'r that I rccen Ly su:,J sted that the Town Cooncil sro·ild cnn.,i der 
the rection of n hm'.)ar on Dornoch irstri~. H s any decision bo n reached on U.is mater yel? 
The Highl ms nd Islands Dev.,,lorr.ient Board has, as you kno , cxriressed considerable interest in Lhe 
dev lo;"IIC:it of O mo,.r irslrip and I wo Ld lik~ to ..2 'L~ to put this ,,r(lpoaal to thee in then ir 
future for 1heir C"nsi Pratico as I fe,,,L that this is su ject whi ch ould 0 .tract their aid in ~r rit 
and/or loan facilit ies. 

Yours ~incer Ly, 



( 
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NORTH 
~ 

CASTLETOWN Al.RFk:LIJ 
CAITHNl!SS. 

rttLL 1 l'l flO!\' A"il) P. P I.. l'XAMl:-o;ATIUN~. 

39, Raef' St., 

A II Co,rupoad•nc. to-

M ... J BERRECLOTH, 
.s~h;Nhr}, 

JO"DXJP•~ 1JIClr'SS, 
THU&SO, CAITHNH.'3.'3. 

J,J. fcYil l R.n ~sq., 26th October 1967, 
~aunty 'lev~lopment orficer, 
r.ounty (l"fiC'ee, 
T'lorno-:h. 

neR.r Sir, 

Thank you for your lett~r of 17th nc tober r~que9ting information. 

In reply to your querieA:-

ll. ~e should use the strip ~n~~ or t•ir,~ w~~~ly. 

2.) 0ur ~ircr~ft is a Jodel D.117, two-sf'ater, eingle­
f'n~ined low-wing monoplane. ntmf'n~ione ~r~ a 9prox. 
I\R rollowe1-

Span 
Hei~ht 
Lf'11gth 

27 ft. 
7ft. 6ine. 
?5 ft. 

r.f' have air/~oun~, ~roun~/~ir r~~io f'quip~ent and we 
do not require fuellin~ r~cilitif'e. 

te hope, in tbf' not too ~istant future, to pur~haee a larger 
aircraft with a wingspan of ap ~rox. )6 ft. 

Yours f~itbfully, 



.;1.1vf') ,ovember, 1987. 

Thank you for your letter ot 12th October 
enclosµ1g the letter, Which I nov, return from the 
Town Clerk of Dornooh about the nornoch Land;Lpg Strip. 

I mn sorry if there has been a misunderstanding. 
But ~ a iere genuinely Wlcler the impression that the 
To ,n Clerlc had raised the question of the Air Strip 
vis-a-vis the Danger Area. This impression was shared 
by the Board of mracle, who first became aware of the 
Air Stri:p in Jay 1966 through a telephone call from 
their Edmbur11Jl Office· this conveyed, inter alia that 
it was the intention of the Town council to publicise 
the strip for use by light aircraft carryil18 tourist 
traffic LO the tmvn. It also implied that the Town 
Clerk had mda some at.tempt to improve the Aerodrome 
for this purpose, and that the Council yljere somewhat 
concerned at it being within a Danger Area since this 
might prove a deterrent to the aircra.:f't they were 
attempting to attract to the town. 

we therefore concluded that some representation 
bad been made by the Dornooh Council. However1 it appears 
that the Board of Trade may have misintorpretea the 
telephone message and the statements attributed to the 
Trn1n Clerk fD88 nave been their Edinburgh representative's 
mm conclusions. e much regret 8IJY embarrassment which 
this rrey have caused to the Town Clerk. 

Hm,aver, so far as ,10 are concerned \'10 are grateful 
tr.i.at the exis'tence of tlle D.ir strip bas been brougt:rt, to 
our attention, and feel tJ:i.at the question of , ho raised 
tho subject is unimportant . our ma.in conce1--n is for . 
the safety of both 01 Vil ruid Hili tary aircraft, in the 
area, and now that we know of the P9tential hazards 
that exist we can ao something about them • . As I sa1d 
1n fit>" previous letter, the meeting in Domoch on the 

(SGD.) G. \V. REYNOLDS 

G. • REYNOID • 



l(y Ret: SB 

Robert .l(aclennan, Esq. • IZ.P. • 
How,e of Commons, 
Westminater, 
LO r. DON, s.w.1. 

Dornoch taming fteld. 

10th November, 1967. 

Thank you far your letter ot 3th .i.natent enc}.._osing oapy or letter of 2nd 
inatant received from the Kiniator ot Defence tor\A,dmixdatration. It it does 
nothina else it aorvea to show how m1sun:,entcr.t11nga can ariee. I think that th 
Boord ot Trade, Cirll AYiatio.n Department have been in touch with the Minister ot 
Defence tor aome oon.aiderable time but did not epproacb m:t Authority until June o 
th1• year. The approach 11&• by a telephone call to me and I wu then intormed t 
the M:l.niatry of Def'ence h...:! •uue.sted a meetins here in an attempt to break the 
deadlock which then existed between the .Board of Trade, Civil Aviation Deparuent 
end the .leiniatry of Det'ence. 

I am most interested to leani that aa a result of the meeting here the 
Ministry of Defence will shortly be pittting proposals to the Board or Tre.de - whi 
I trust will be ca-1Joamicated to rq Authority - which the Miniatry of Defence hope 
will be acceptable to all aD1 whioh will solve the problem w1 thout impoa- any 
roatriotiona on the civil use or Dornoch Airstrip. 

Th&nk yw for your kind help in thie matter. 
here I can assure you. Kind regard.a. 

Youra sincerely, 

~ Ref: 5B 

D.P. Shaw, Esq., B.Sc., 
Soottj eh Council (Development & Induetry), 
3 Union Street, 
INVERNESS. 

Deer Mr. Shaw, 

Dornooh IAffi1:n8. Field 

It is deepl,y appreciated 

tz Tov;n Clerk. 

29th November, 1967. 

I refer to your telephone call. yesterday afternoon. I confirm that Mr. 
G w Reynolds Miniatry of Def'enoa for administration ha.a ,vritten to llr. Robert 
~iennan, K.P., for this Constituency Uat-. ~ aa a result we will shortly be 
utting roposals to the Board of Trede whl.c:¼i we hope will be acceptable to all 
~ whici will solve the problem without 1.mr>osing ~ restrictiorus on the civil 
use of Dornoch Airstrip". I will get in touch with you as soon as the proposal 
haa been made. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Torm Clerk. 



J . B. RODGER. l(.A, LLB 

COUNTY CLERK 

• G. right , 
To1:..., Cler'r, 
DO _.vC • 

Dear Sir, 

COUNTY COUNCIL OF S UTHERLAND 

YOUR REF COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE , 

OUR REF H!V.BL 

Telephone Nos. 392 & 393 

22nd :>ecenber, 1967 • 

- . , 

Dornoch .irfield 

I have .Jeen instr.1cted by th Co mty Council to ,:rite ard infor .10 ..... 

that the County Coi.lncil offer their f..111 support to yo1.1r Tom:. Co;.i~cil for 
t .. ~ erlensi::m llI'.:i developJ1ent of Dornoch Airfield. 

I am, 
Yours f, .i. ~!.1 i.lly, 

.v.1ti Ji~" .. t, Uler • . 


