Any further communications should be |
addressed, not to any individual by name,
but to—

“THE SECRETARY,
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND,
20 87, ANDREW SQUARE,
Epixsuran.” |

]
! BoARD oF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND,

29 St. ANDREW SQUARE,
| Correspondents are requested :— Sq 71

1. 7o quote the Nunber, Date, and Heading of |
(214

letter to which they reply ; and EpiNsuRrGH,
2. To let communications on diffevent subjects |
Jorm separate letlers. ) 3 1C February, 1920.

No. 319565.

Telegraphie Address—'' BOAS, EDINBURGH." |

Enclosure.

Sk,

ALLOTMENTS.

1 am directed by the Board of Agriculture for Scotland to call the
special attention of your Council to the amendments of the law relating
to allotments which are contained in the Land Settlement (Scotland)
Act, 1919, which came into operation on 1st January 1920.

1. New Powgns.

Under Part IIL. of this Act certain new powers and duties are imposed
on Town Couneils, and these are to be exercised as if they had been
imposed by the Allotments (Scotland) Act, 1892, as amended by the new
Act, :

2. LeasING OF LAND BY AGREEMENT.

The procedure to be adopted by Town Councils for the leasing of land
for allotments by agreement remains unaltered by the new statute, but
certain important amendments are introduced where the Local Authorities
find themselves unable to adjust a scheme amicably with the proprietor
of the land which is required to meet the demand for allotments within
the burgh.

3. CoMPULSORY ACQUISITION.

If a Town Council is unable to acquire by agreement, by purchase
or leasing land suitable for allotments, at a reasonable price or rent, and
subject to reasonable conditions, the Council may, in terms of Section
20 of the Act of 1919, apply to the Board of Agriculture for Secotland
for an order for the compulsory acquisition by purchase or leasing.

(a) By Purchase.—In the case of compulsory purchase, for the
procedure contained in Section 3, Sub-Sections 2, 3, and 4 of the

The Town Clerk,

M&GLW Wt {G.96 2-20 260 G.2
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12. Stamp DUTY ON AGREEMENTS FOR LETTING ALLOTMENTS.

Section 22 (3) of the Act of 1919 provides that no stamp duty shall
be payable on any agreement for the letting of any allotment or garden,
whether provided by a Town Council or otherwise, or any duplicate of
such agreement where the rent does not exceed ten shillings per annum,
and no consideration other than rent is paid.

13. ResuMPTION BY LANDLORD.

The proprietor of land taken on lease under Section 26 of the Act of
1894 may resume possession of such land subject to the conditions
specified in Section 26 (9) of the Act.

14. FinanciaL CONDITIONS.

Section 18 (2) provides that all expenses incurred by the Town
Couneil under the Act of 1892 shall be defrayed out of the public health
general assessment, or out of monevs borrowed on the security of that
assessment, subject to the provisions of the Public Health (Scotland)
Aet, 1897.

156. CoxsuLraTive COMMITTEES.

In Section 19 authority is given to the Secretary for Scotland to
require Town Councils to appoint annually a Committee to consult with
the Council on matters relating to allotments. Membership of this
Committee is not restricted to Town Councillors.

16. REcuLAaTION 2 L.

In view of the powers of compulsory acquisition conferred on the
Board bgv the Act of 1919, I am directed to say that as from the date
hereof, the powers delegated to Councils under the Cultivation of Lands
Orders made under Defence of the Realm Regulation 2 L. as regards
entry on unoccupied land for the purpose of allotments, shall no
be exercised without the previous consent of the Board, which in the case of
occupied as well as unoccupied lands will be given only in very exceptional
circumstances. '

In conclusion I am to ask that this letter may be brought to the
notice of your Council at an early date, and that they will consider without
delay what steps should be taken to provide allotments wherever there
is an unsatisfied demand. or where existing allotment-holders are likely
to be dispossessed.

Tam,
Siz,
Your obedient Servant,

CHAS. WEATHERILL,
Seeretary.




