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VETERAN FARMER M’r Donald Grant, of Lectcm.
N.S.W., who is 100 years old, and one of his daughters,
Miss Lois Grant. who marnages a !urm with her sisu:r.

Rice farnmn @amefq}@@ﬁm,i

by two

Two sisters, daughters

PET.

sisters

of one of Australia’s few

centenarians, have successfully managed a 525-acre
property in the Leeton district, NS.W., for the oust 25

years.

They are Misses Margaret and Lols Grant, whose futher Mr.

Donald Grant celebrated his 100th birthday last March.

M e TR

Miss Margare'! Grant fecds her pel goatl vl
the farm at Leéecton,
gmwing She doey

where they pioneered rices
all rarm work exeept plowghine
¥

“\'r E’E‘g H%

“The rice—flelcis are some distane
from the house, so the old car coins
in handy,” Miss Lois Granl sak
“Any other car would be ruined i
driving through rice stubble the wa
‘we do with this one.”

The orchard and vegelable for
are Miss Margaret Grani's speci
intevest, and she still does miosl |
the fruil picking herself, starlis
about six in the morning.

“During t.he war troop tralne 1s

known as
_E_ Farm 281, grows rice, oats,
fruit, and vegetables, and won
the first prize ever given for

| an Australian rice crop in 1929.

It- was one of the first of six
farms in the _district to produce &
{ successful rice crop, and Mr. Grant

and Miss Margarct Grant went off

| the first crop sold so well,
the growers £15 a ton,

| English-style
which they designed themselves. -

to Melbourne to- sell the rice.

1t" was. duc to their efforts that
bringing

a gemfortable,
part of

is
bungalow,

Thelr home

Around the walls of the lounge-

| room are rare Chinese prints which
! have
| hundred years, while Doulton china,

beenn in the family several
carly pewter christening mugs, and
other family treasures brouglit from
England are ranged along the man-
telpiece,

In spite of their open-air life.
the sisters are unmistakably Eng-
Hsh, both In speeeh and manner,

Thelr tather enme o Aasbiadia -4
1865 s a Jackeroo, after recelving
u grant for military service from
the Duke of Sutheriand,

He had been working for only nine
years on a 300,000-sheep station in
the Riverina district, just out of
Hay, when he was made station
manager, and was there altogether
for 43 years.

Mr, Grant has always been noted
for his wonderful handwriling,
and on his 100th birthday wrote a
reply in copperplate to the Premier
of N.S.W. (Mr. McKell), thanking
him for his congmtnmm.

With his two daughl.ers. Mr.

runsk ansman ba tlha T ootan Adicteint al

. & partnership,”

the end of 1912, and did more tfan
20 years’ work for the Land Valua-
tion Commission in the township.

“When we took over the farm
here rice had not been established
in the Irrigation Area, and Margarel
and I decided to rin’ the farm as
Mis " Lois Grani
said.

They did all the ‘uork of gelting
the property back into good running
order, and at first concentrated on
growing oats, barley, and vegelables.

Experimental crop

V variety of rice had been intyo-
duced, Margaret and I decided to
take a risk and plant 16 acres,” Miss
Lois Grant said.

Miss Lois Grant, the younger sls-
ter, is the “business side” of 1l
partnership, and handles all finanee
and accounts. Her. sister Margaret
does much of the farm work,

“We began with the home farm
of 71 ncres, and now hnve more Lhan
500 neres. part of which s share-

Iarmedy” Miss Margaret Cirant said;

“"We were both born and brought
up on a sheep form, and can do
anything at all except. wark on the
tractor or plough.

“I used to do the ploughl.ng
well until I had rather a bad fall
from a horse. Now we have a man
who does that for us,” Miss Mar-
garet Grant said.

The sisters use an inervedibly old
Ford car, which has become quite a
family joke, to drive round the farm,

The farm is split up into lots, part
being comprised of orchards, part of
rice-fields, and another part Ppro-

Avnine vanatahles

HEN we heard that: 'n new.

ST oot

'1 mil"i and  we used ooy
baskets of fruit {rom the orenn
fo give to Lthe boys," Miss Margir
Gean:
AlL My, Grani's ehildren wera hor
on a Iiverina property in “the o
house,” o huge, colonial-style hopes
stead built by the. early seiilors

“It
wide

=ald

was o beautilul bovse, il
lawns, and a long, Lee-lne
drive. We children had our bW
‘nannics,’ governesses, and WO
and fearned to ride almest belore

. could walk Mi." Marparel o
snid.

Thie Grant gsisters had tive halbe
and two cousius living da Llie bovs
which was run on striet Englis
Im-s

'Tlule were always  bmports
\1-5.\0‘.!!: to the district stainz we
us, nnd fh{ugi. we uhik‘lr‘u
e reen and nolk bead ' i
wiil u'" musiclans, alixe: oL
vities,” Miss Lois Grant sail.

When she was a girl, Miss Ma

ghrel Granl wenb to Faelind o

thmes, and once Lrnvedled 14

the Conlimend,; — e —r———
“All the other younper ohild

‘woere senl to eollepes cventaaliy ¢
my brother and I were fully edi
¢ cated by tutors,” she sald.

as & sAmong their musie tutors was M

hact hitea
toward 1

Neanor Digone, who
pupils of Franz Liszt
latter end of his life,

“The nine of us had our own o
chestra, as we eould all plav U
piano or the violin. We used to '«
some wonderful musical eveniog
Miss Grant said,

“Although 1 love England, the la
appeals to me most, and we're ye

hamne mmnine the farm ®



