
From Group Captain P D Oulton RAF 

Royal Air Force 
Lossiemouth 
Morayshire 
N31 6SD 

0343-8 1 -2 1 2 1 ext 303 

Bmak you- ma~h ~ B P ?  y ~ h l ,  k=ipd letter of 12 C¶etobr 1983, I hme, a ~ s  you 
at&d, paaimed aaa p a r  thdm t~ lQight Ueu%eamuli Beil Livernmm - -the Offimr 
rlpo a%& p a r  ~1~~thgr'm 2kaemZ. 

Tea mlm clwut lbber 18 and lmePer or not ym csan ocmthzue t o  mar 
t8a bmmh skioh l~as p~?e-ta& $a yam ~ ~ r .  I ras veq ttnw~bed te hem 
wt yere~c 110- - BO t~f +IM -h aa8 iaa~  ~ r n ~ l y  d s i i g w ~  tbt 
ycm wish to omt- ~llarsrlag it '- pleasre do ~sc,  with blearzhg. 

IIPanrpmmmldUbe toe- a a d v l r r i t ~ U 1 1 ~ e  Weiemuth to look 
- a m e r - @ f e - p ~ d b ~ t ~ l b h - - ~ * l l e W  
k p ~ n ~ w  ae9~st- raJ' I warSn W yBar ftr~ bt*r md good wi-~ 
mid eFfer ny riaamre a% ~UB sad time. 
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-1. ~ h ~ - . a ~ o ~ . ~  , m d  kt  - i&tho l t  in i I t h  May 7915 from 9 p ~ c i G s  o i  NO 4 
Reserve SQZadFmr ft went- tq.# Frame in No-ber .?63eT' t o  zirlde&ike fightq.~,-, . ,  ,. 
r e c p d e s m ~  ,md Amy .-gka-gap~xatia duti!erec, f l y ing  t h e  Vickere Fighter, El2 and 
Bristbl  8bout, but re-eq9pged In April 7417 as d bomber Squadron w e d  with t he  
FEZb and late* the DH4. ,No 18 Squadron flew bombfng missions u n t i l  the  and of  the  
war, and a f t e r  a period of occupation du t i e s  i t  ' returned t o  Eng lbd  t o  be disbanded 
on 31st December 1919. 

2 .  The Squadron reformed on 20th October 1931 at Upper ~ e y f o r d  a s  a l i g h t  bomber 
u n i t  with the  Hawker K a r t  and Hind. I n  May 1938 i t  re-equipped with t h e  Blenheim 
1 and a t  the  outbreak of war No 18 Squadron again moved t o  France, r e t u r n i n g - t o  
England i n  Hay 1940 after susta ining heavy l o s se s s  during the  German invasion of 
France:. The Squadron then operated from East  Anglia u n t i l  October 1941 when pa r t  
of it went t o  Malta t o  a t t ack  enemy po r t s ,  a i r f i e l d s  and shipping. In March 1942 
the remainder of  t he  Squadr~a i n  the UK resumed a t t a c k s  on t a r g e t s  i n  the  Low'Countries 
.and France.' A unique exploit &king t h i s  p r i o d  was the  dropping of a replacement 
artifhial  keg Lo the l e g l e s s  fighter &oe, Pouglas ~ a d k r ,  dowsed a few days 
previat&~s &en Hi8 Bpi t f i re ,  co l l ided  with an He 102 over occupied France. 

. - 

3, The W e d f t e ~ y m w  barred stlewrsrrt of the  Squwiron, now operating t h e  more potent  
Blenheim 4, b u i l t  up an hnprstssivet s s e ~ r d  through i ts  daring daylight  a t t a cks  on 
Axis shipping u n t i l  i n  November 1942, No 18 Squadron.moved t o  North Africa. On 4th  
December 1942 the* .Commanding  office^, Wing Cmrnander H E Malcolm led a deylight  a t t a ck  
on a heavy defended a i r f i e l d ,  durine which, a l l  but a fey Squadron a i r c r a f t  were 
rbstroyed. For h i s  c o u r a p  i n  pressing home t h e  a t t ack ,  Wing ~ornmkmder Malcolm was 
a~.rccrded the  V-ictoria Cross, and he and the  r a id  a r e  commemorated through the  
Malcolm Clubs fo r  Servicemen, still found i n  m a n y  pasta  of the  world. 

4 .  From early i n  1943, the  Squadron operated the  far more patent  American nouglga 
Ro~xon, i n  FIqrth Africa,  S i c i l y ,  and then through the  3.ength of I t a ly .  By 3epternbdr 
1945 i t  was based at  Hassani i n  Greece where i t  once a.giin disbanded. Thereafter  the 
Squadron number was t ransferred '  t o  a Lancaster ~q~~a&Fi&"at' Ein Shcmer i n  Pale- t  ., m e ,  ' 

but fo r  two weeks only, and wbsequently t o  a ~ o s ~ u i . t Q ~ k e o r b l o ~ i c a l  mconnnissance 
u n i t  i n  Ceylon nad. Burma, but was disbanded .there ik'~th$&ber 1947,' 

, , ,  , ,  . 1 , , a .  l , ' . l d  I - - a  - -.. .. . 
>-.- - --. ..,- .. i ... .,. . "0 . '  , . . ..".. .. - ---  - a. 

5 .  . On .&csmber~.8th UP94"7;"'Nii 18 Squadron reformed at Netheravon and equipped with . 

t h e  Dakota took pa r t  i n  the  b r l i n  A i r l i f t  from Gutersloh and then Wunsdorf before 
disbanding an 20th February 1950, On 1st August 1953 the Squadron reformed at 
Scampton as per t 'of  bhe UK l i g h t  bomber force and disbanded y e t  agaip on 1 s t  February 
1957. It reformed once again on 16th December 1958 t o  f l y  the  Val iant  bomber at 
Finnineley u n t i l  ,disbandment on 31 st March, 1863. 
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6. Fallowing t h i s  very turbulent  g e r d d ,  1 8  Squadron formed again at RAF Odihslp 
belng the first Squadron t o  be equipped with the  We&land Wessex Mk 2 .t&n engined 
hel icopter .  WIth t h i s  a i r c r a f t  it  has eervkd i n  the  United Kingdom, i n  Gypram as 
pa r t  of the  UN forcea,  and s ince  1970 at  RAF Qutsrs loh i n  Germany. 
decade, as i n  the very ea r ly  h i s to ry ,  the  Squadron h a s  bees empLoyed 
support of the  B r i t i sh  Army. I n  Navembsr ?$&F;@-$&a&m dJr~bm&@l 
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TNCKZK CONTRIBlfIONS TO TKE 

Apr;.$8 Sqn' f i r s t  involved, t o  aesist 
the armnda .irikluding a 5 Ton prop bearing c a r r i e d  t o  ~ ~ ~ n v i n c i b 1 . e  t o  avoid  
rctlrrn t o  6ouanport for repaire.. 

1 1 .-' 

3. '75 Apr; 5 Chinookn loerded on.lSt lant ic  Cmweyor. One (RP) off-loaded 
. Antrension I s l - ~ n d ,  on t ~ , s k  within 13 hours of lleavin(= $.hip. Flaw 100 h m c s .  
. wi.tl?out - 6 i m i f i c a n t  unse rv iceab i l i ty  i n  3 meks; I n  on? day l i f t e d  350 t o e s  

f rm a i r f i e l d ,  t o  var ioue  ships. I 

' ; I : . - ,  - -  . , . ,..- . 7 5 ~ n y ;  i t l a n t i c  Conveyor.&&, 3Chinooks lo f i t ,  & B . ( B N )  ai r6orna  a t ' .  
t imn.  "Flown ashare  with no t o d a ,  sGree ar l ub r i can t s .  By cease h o s t i l i t i e s  

' ( 2 3  weeks) #had flm l.09 hours, no 1 mrvfcinp;. Gearbox o i l  l e a k  mended d t h  
:J~;ln, r e f i l l e d  with Navy o i l .  # i n q  ma@ (no compass, no cockpit door1 ca r r i ed .  

night  rpcibial furcra mission in snwst~hn, 6tmck ~ t e r  a t  .peed; engines 
,&tx~caA, relit,- airaraft climbed &my. Aircmft still opsratiana1,due back soon 
w ~ > $ . ~ ~ $ 3 1 ; ~ ~ ~  @pares f i t ted,  urd flying like any other Chinook. 

A!.? 4- 
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4 .  hfriw hos$$litias, W carried 2,150 tro?ps, of' whm 95 ware caseavac, 
550: pFi  mars,, md 9% t ons  of freight ; t h i s  i 6  about 50 t ons  more than t h e  
z i l l i o n  pot~nda by n E q n  oaf@ 14 Seer Kines i n  t h e  same period. - I .  4 

5. f solated inc idents :  - 
I . . 

' a, Twenty two t roops  and t h r e e  105 mm y n s  ( 2  I n t e r n a l ,  one ex te rna l )  
c a r r i e d  on one s o r t i e .  

h, 81 paras  i n  full f i g h t i n g  order ,  with e x t r a  ammunition, c a r r i e d  on 
one sortie. 

c. 64 caseavac from Bluff Cove t o  Uganda carried on one s o r t i e .  

d. Mlurrell ,Bridge at M t  Kent replaced t o  enable 'vehicle8 t o  continue 
t o  kitm143y. 

6. 14 Jun; replacement Chinoake begin t o  arrive i n  the  Falkland Islande.  
I n i t t a l  majar ,task t o  carry aviation fuel t o  suppart  Naval h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  the  
forwwd area. Up t o  10,006 gals per day, i n  a l l  some 200,000 g a l s  fuel. f e r r i e d  
60 miles ,  u n t i l  Stanley A i r f i e l d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  work in^. Fuel  c a r r i e d  i n  APFC 
( ~ ~ ~ o l l o c k s ~ ~ )  ; Sea King could carry one, Chinook normally 3, but  once 6 (2 on 
each hook) . 
7. post h o s t i l i t i e s .  Major oldar. up land regrunping operation, Cfhfnook used 
t o  embark r o t u m l n g  trees, rearrvrBs damaged rshiclea (erg OA@ l i g h t  tmks3, 
emhot-k Aseantkne akrcrraft a 4  hal9e;egke~~l, m.$ our own dwmafid he l i cop te r s ,  
anto, pe%u~ni~?g sh$gs. $f P laadine; po~ta-~alai~ttt, ~ a n t a i { e ~ ~  wd defence 

. fiq~rdpmnnt (eE radars), which wwld not be done by othar ~aems due t o  l ack  nf 
. pnpt f a c i l i t i e s . .  ! 

1 ,;, : 
8. F i r a t  o F s r a t i ~ n a l  uas of t r i p l e  hook ayatem, a most valuablo improvement 
t o  f l e x i b i l i t y  of opera t ions ,  as v a r i e t y  of smal ler ,  e a e i l y  prepared load8 could 

, ht- cnrrierl simultaneously, improving product iv i ty .  Also f i r s t  opera t ional  U R O  

_ o f  Frensurp r e f u e l  system by Chinook - a considerable help. On s h i p s ,  Chinook 
hnd  a smnller  f ' footpr in t"  than Sea King or Wes~ex,  s o  operated with almofit 
w p r y  s h i p  in the' Task Force, ye t  payload equal t o  f u l l y  loaded Sea King (23,000 l b s )  . 
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9 .  . To da te ,  n e ~ r l y  2,000 hours flown i n  support of Task Force and ga r r i son .  
Over 1 5 , O  t roops  and 11t,000 t ons  (over 30 mil l ion  ~ o u n d s )  of f r e i g h t  ca r r i ed .  
Srrvic~d in t h e  open, w i t h  minimal support f a c i l i t i e s ,  a i r c r a f t  has  very High 
n v n i l n h i l i t y ,  desp i t e  minor snags. Chinook,.is an ejTtrcmely v e r s a t i l e  a i r c r a f t ,  
1.4tb imaense p o t e n t i a l  t o  a s s i s t  the  Army a i d  Navy i n  a l l  a r e a s  of operat ions.  


