
THE SUPPIS OF TIMBER DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

Fc\v in  thc Govcrnmcnt ant1 i\.lilitan cstablishmcnt rcalizctl the st~atcgic importance of 

timl)cr at thc outbreak ol'hostilitics in  1914. /\I that timc. 90°/o of  thc country's needs. some 

clcvcn ant1 a half million tons. \vas importctl. I t  \vnsn't until a shortagc led to dc1a.y~ in  building 

training camps for the army that any real attcmpt was rnarlc to sccurc aclequatc supplies from 

within thcse isles to cope with thc hugc incrcasc in  dclnanci caused by the war. 

/\part from huts for military camps, thc armecl Ibrccs usctl vast quantities o f  wood for 

~IU~OLI~S. tunnelling, duck boards, tcniporary (or "cordurov") roatls. road and rail vehicles. 

packingcases. amnlunition hoxcs. tclcgraph poles, barbed wire stakes. ship repairs. aircraft and 

harigars Ibr them. railway slccpers and-so on. Industry vital for thc production o f  war material 

also al,sorl~ccI n huge amount. 'l'hc primary source o f  c n e r o  at this was coal. which was 
also the basic raw matcrial Ibr the production o f  gas and electricity. I n  total. mining and 

qui~rr:ving o f  coal ancl othcr mincrals. particularly iron orc. consumctl some threc and a half 

million toris annually. I n  Clc\.clantl alone. i t  was estimated chat 3 million cubic lbct ol'pit\vood 

.ss. on a\.erage. \\as ncctlcd to produce 500.000 tons o f  iron ore cach vcar. Coal requirccl Ic.. . 
t~ct\vccn 60 and 80 tons could bc extracted pcr ton ol'pit\\.ood. 

I n  1015. thC I lomc Crown 'Timber Committee \\as Ibvmctl untlcr the auspices of the I3oard 

ofr\gr ic~~lturc. initially to ILIIi1 the rcq~~ircrncnts ol'thc I3ritish i ~ ~ ~ c t l i t i o n a n  1:orcc in  I'rancc. 

;~IIIIOII~II this soon I~rex~cI~~iccI  to i1iclt1clc r t i~~st  strategic. riccils. 'l'hc Coriimittcc's task \\-a+ 

lhrtniclal)lc-. They \vrrc st;trting Ii.oln sc.r:~tc.li. with l i t t l r  cspcrtisr, ccluipmcnr or skillctl labour. 

: ~ t i c l  \vcvts lic;~vily ~lcI>criilctit c > r ~  t l ~ c  t i ~ i i l ~ c r  tr;~(l~-, \vhicti itsc.11' \vas riot very \veil t>rgar1izcd 
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Ixwtic~~larly in I<ngl;~ntl. i \ l t l l o~~g l i  i t  \\,as known thi~t al)out.4Vu ool'thc United Kingdom was 

;~llbrcstctl. no one hntl ;tny itlca ho\v much 01' the timber was any use. t\dminist+arively, thc 
Committee was takcn ovcr by thc War OILcc's 1)ircctorare ofl'imber Supply in  March 1917. 

l)ut within two months, \vas translkrrcrl to rhc Uoartl of  Trade as the Timber Supply 

l )cpartment with its own Controller. 
Ikpipmcnt, some o f  i t  dcsigncd by the [Iepartment's own staff' was purchased in  vast 

quantities. despite having to compete with thc military and other government ministries. Onc 

I>articular d i f lcul ty was in  obtaining light rails for tramways. Experiments were even carried 

out with caterpillar tractors, but with what successis not known. Labour, too, posed problems. 

Inn,? mcn having to bc recruited from abroad, including approximately 800 Finnish seamen, 
most o f  whom ended up in  the U K  afrer having been torpedoed; almost 1500 Portuguese and 

some 350 Americans Formcd into the New L.:ngland Sawmill Unit. By Isr the biggest overseas 

contingents however. werc thc lumbermen o f  the Canadian Foresrry Corps which. togcthcr 

\vith the much smaller Nc\\.foundlancl Forestry Corpa, almost equalled the number o f  British 

civilians cmployccl by the 1)epartment in  1918. The Department's achieverncnts werc 

considcrablc for, b.v 1917. niore rhan half'the country's timber ant1 pitwood requirements wcrc 

1,citig mct. Some I82 sitwmills were in  operation, with a further 40 run by the Canadian anil 

Ncwfountllnnd r'orcat~:\. Corps :~ntl rhc Nc\v I:nglancl Sa\vmill Unit. I3y the cntl of  thc ycrtr 

sonic 2.23 1,957 tons hat! I)ccn procurctl at a cost ol'f3..72 1.490. 

I laulngc in ;uicl l iom the \\.ootls \\.;IS mostly I>y horsci. 1r;irtors. traction cngincs. stcnm ant1 

l)rtrol lorries. l<ail\v;~ys \vcrc ho\vrvcr. ;ilso usctl. In  thc Spring o f  1918. thc 'I'imbcr Supply 

I)cl>:tr~~ncnt h;ul ;tl)out 22 miles ol'liglit 1410 r:lil :~ntl nearly li0lnilcs of'201t) rail. 'l'hc Ibrmcr 01' 
CO~I~SC, COIII~ only lw 11sct1 1i)r m:ui or horse I>o\vct-ccl lines. 



Examples of these were included in sawmilling plant sold by the TSDat the end of the War. 
One was on the Tregoyd Estate in Breconshire, which sawed timber cut in Werniago Wood. 
This had a mere 75yards of 2 foot gauge track laid with 141b rail and wooden sleepers. Its entire 
rolling stock consisted of two timber bogies. Another slightly longer system was leased by the 
Earl of Mansfield to the Home Crown Timber Committee in  1916 and was situated in New 
Scone Wood in Penhshire. This consisted of 3OOyards of track (gauge unspecified) on which 4 
timber bogies ran. " 

Of most interest to railway enthusiasts are those which employed locomotives. Few details of 
these survive and those that doare sc?nry and tantalisingly brief. Even the locations of many are 
not precisely known. I t  should also be appreciated that. by their very nature. timber railways 
\\.ere temporary, their exact routes never being fixed for very long. Once pan ol'a plantation 
had been felled, the track wvas lifted and relaid in another area. Much, but by no means all of the 
information which follows has been culled From the surviving documents relating to the 
purchase and sale of timber and plant during and after the war. These are often particularly 
liirstrating for the researcher for a number of reasons. Contracts often only include information 
about a rail\\*ay when special provisions were made. such as when its route cut offgrazing land 
liom a water supply. Some. such as that at Kerry. state that the route of the railway has bee 
marked in red ink on an accompanying map. On many occasions, on turning to the map in . ~ 

question. the authors have found no such red ink route ant1 in at Icast one instance, the map is 
missing altogether. 

- - 

Thus. the fbllo\ving chapters do not claim to be a comprehensive survey of all timber light 
railwa.ys. 'The authors are all too well aware how sparse is the information on many lines and 
also. that there arc a number of omissions. The activities o f  the CI'C are well represented 
although. as  heir lumbermen werc experienrvtl at large scale operations \vhcrc the use of 
railways made economic sense. this is not so surprising. I t  should not be lbrgotten though. that 
there were many other railwa.ys run bv British \vorkers and German PoWs under m i l i t a ~  
control. 

Standard gauge lincs \vere relatively few and some details are appended. On  the narrow 
gauge the principal gaugcs were twoand three feet with at Icast three lincs emplo-ving the 60cm 
gauge and thesc used 10 h.p. petrol Ragulcy l r t ro l  tractors originally ordered by thc French 
hlinistere de la Guerre in November 1916, but subsequently cancelled. They were eventually 
sold to the Timber Supply Ikpanment In 1978. G i t X I t G l f & a i e e a i  ~ a i k h i i i t y  olihcsr 
milchines dictated the gauge of the railwiys they ran on. The 12rench ordered five machines 
which the 'TSD purchased along with two others of the %?me gauge htwcen r\pril and 
No\.cmber 19 18. 

Most lincs of whatever gauge were simple and small in scale. with only one or two 
locomotives, a mile or two oftrack agd usually ten to a dozen "bogies". The 3ft gauge rail\vays 

- - 
tended to be steam po\r,ered. whilst the narrower gaugcs werc. on the \\*hole. the preserve ol' 
internal combustion engines. 

I\S a footnote. the l imber Supply I>cpiinment was replaced by the 'limber Ilisposal Ibarcl 
at thc end of the War and wound up in 1922. To avoid confusion in the follo\ving chapters. i~ is 
referred to as the Timber Supply Department throughout \\.hother i t  was untlcr the control ol' 
the b a r d  ofc\griculturc. thc War Office or the Board ofliade. 



DORiiOCH. ROSS-SHI W: 
.+ 3ft gauge Kerr Stuan "I Iaig" (\vorks no. 308.5) painted 4 t h  ~ h c  Icgcnci CTS b was dispxtchcd o n  10th 

Yovembr 1917 to the Ol l icer  Commanding the 129th Cotnlrany 01' the CPC at L)ornwh station o n  the 
lighland Kail\vay. The line (or  lines) o n  \\.liich i t  \vorketl \vas one o l  thr  niost extensive and interesting o f t h c  
i m b r  I%ht railrvays. but l i u s t r a ~ i n ~ l y ,  the authors havc h e n  able to discover only a \.en fcu* details 

#oncerning I he olwration. 
In Scptcmhr 1917. ~ h c  1)ukc and Far1 ofSrrtherlantl soltl the right, toa  vast quantity o f t imbcr  o n  hisestate. 

the \aluc o f  it amounting to L'I09,WO. This was spread over sevcral sizeable woodlands, al l  bar one o fwh ich  lay 
*,the nonh and \vest of1)ornoch station. These wcrc Lochs. Poles. Harriet and 1)uchess-Countess Plantations 
and Ihke 's  \\'-I. Gunn I'lantation near l a i r g  war. als? inclu?ctl. .\\ost. if not a11 o f '~he  timber was ship& out 
from h a c h  hy sea using thr I)uke'r Ske l l x~  Pier at I.ittlc F c m .  which the TSI )  l c a d  and extcnded for the 

P " V .  . 
The CFC (ofwhich the I 17th Compqny  IS also at work i n  I ) o r r i ~ h )  rvould have left i n  1919. but without 

felling all the t imlwron thcsc I)lantatio~;s. I n  the issue o f rhc  "Timber Tratlcr Journal" [br 15th Rlay 1920, the 
TSI) tnvited o r e n  for wli;~t wmainecl. This was t k s c r i k l  as "Timlwr I n  I.ight bil.rvay i n  Woods Ant l  At Little 
FCT 33.31 1 slecpcrs". C n l b n u n a ~ c l ~ .  the exact location \vas not given. the atl\*enisement merely stating that 
~be;v wen. on the Surhcrlantl Iktatc. Inclurletl i n  the sale however. was 4 I 0  cons o f  track. including points, at 
24lb to thePrtl. 'l'hir. is ovcr I 0  linear miles ol'track so i t  i s  l ikely that the railway was used to  tranrpon the 
t;plbcr from a numlwr o f  plantations to the pier. If all this track was i n  fact utilised and with the quanriy o f  
,I that hat1 to l w  tmtis,~ortecI. tnore motive lx,,ver than tlie I Iaig ,vould have b c n  required. Ifan.vaddirionrl 
~ a u  \r.rre USCYI at l) t>rnwli .  thqv would almost ccnain!\. havc h e n  wxoncl h a d .  I t  would appear that the Ha& 

.4fub~prwnnrlpmr uwrh a tfylI/ord l 0 q  r r  I h r n a h  rr@fton ,wd. Thr dnwr. Alr FAuurd & of CM~rahan. Mbm, d 
hnr qwr~firrlh./or r h r ~ p b  .n ar r l ~ u  rr~nc rhrr  uw 4 d:~r:ncr J ) o r w ~ r o f ~ o m p r w ~ ~ r  r o m r n r n ~ u / ~ ~ h ~ c L d n t w .  ( C a k ~ o n  I>amdE. &uk) 

was not included In the sale ax i n  ..\ugubt 1921 r thas noted Ioaclctl on a xvagon in I knnah guoclsyard rwaitlng 
despatch to the \\ 'isha wyarJ ol'drulcn 7' \\'. \\'arc! Intl. I n  S o v c m h r  1'322'2 t t  was resold via rnotherdcllm. 
Alexantlcr I lammond o f  Slough. to Cotte~murc Ironstone pits i n  llutland \%,here i t  put in man) c a n  o fu r fu l  
werk. finally L n g  cut up in  J r n u r n  19.57. 

The was \Villiam Illack & Son ol' Urr rh~n,  one or the larger Sot t ish timlwr merchants. Id&. 
i lack hirnsell'hacl ?ren.etl on the :\d\ison Cummittcc to the TSI). t l i r  firm howcvcr. l'ailrd to complete the 
u*ork 11) thc end o l  Scprmhr 1922. the Jeatllinc alIou.cul lor  i n  tbc arib.irial ctmtract Ir tu,cm the Duke d 
Suthcrland .~nd the TSI). :\ltcr this date, any remaining t i m l ~ r  rc\,ened to thc %talc. In  the meantime, the 
1)ukc h~if .wlcl romc ol the l.trxl. inclucling the I l a r r i n  Plantstion m a ,\hior Ruthcrlbrd and a I.'rcdericL 
Wign.111. \\ hho. In .\\a) 1923. clalnwii thc t i m l r r  \\l i lt h \\illiani 13lac.k $ Son had not clcarcd under the tennrd 
thc ong1n.11 con1r.i~ I - 



Kerr S t u n  06-OT 
A stanclanl pmcluct ofthc manubcturcm. thr tlaig class was derivcd from, but not identical to, the Joffrcs 

which were conrtr~~ctetl to a Ikauville design fbr the Frctich m i l i t a ~ .  The first three liaigs had h e n  built for 
stock and had to k modified to suit the'FS1)'s rlwrificationr hcforc thev could h deliveml. They wereordeml 
by the War Oflice at the aame time as the first batch of  Ragnalls. 'The final tiaig was o r d e d  at thc bcginnin6 
ol'FehruaT 1918. r\ll wcrc 3ft gauge with 8'12 x I lin cylinders. 

3083 1)esignatd CI'S 4. Oirpdched on 16.10.1917 to the CFC'a b e  at Stcwm'r Imnc. 
Battersea on the SECK. I t  is not known where this locomotive worked initially. but in 1922 
i t  was p u r r h a d  along with 3084 by Lnds  Corporation for uac on their lr igbtoa mrcrvoir 
construction jobat Mnsham. 

3084 1)csignatcd C r S  5. Dispatched on 28.11.1917 to Ampchill: resold for use at h h a m  (ace 

3083above). 
3085 I)csignatd CTS 6. lXapatchctl on 19.1 1.1917 to Uornwh. Te 1'. W. Ward. Wishaw in 

August 1921. re~o ld  November 1922 to Cotteamom Ironstone Quarrics. R~tland. u-hcrc . scrapped January. 1957. 
3 W  Dispatchecl on 29.4.1918k Bridge. M d  for reservoir construction work at Elslack 

ncar Skipton. then Femike. and finally to Gncsmorc Ironstone Quarries (wax- 
3085 above). e 

\ r a 



" HAIG " 
(63 H.P.) 

For 2 ft. 0 in to 3 ft. 6 in. Gauge & for Rails 18 to 25 Ibs. per yd. 

Cylinders . . . . . . . . . .  8; in. i!iarrl. :. I I.i:i. sirokc 
. . . .  Diamctcr of Whccls ovrr Tyr1.s 1 ft. 11: in. 

. . . . . . . . . .  Whccl Base 4 !t. 7: in. 
Tubes (Stccl) . . . . . . . . . .  h2 (I: in. diafn.) 
Workinp: Prcssurc . . . .  . . .  160 Ihs. pcr,sl .  in. 
Boiler Feed . . . . . . . . . .  Two lnicctors 
Firchnx . . . . . . . . . .  Stccl 

. . . . . . . .  Watrr  T:inks IS~LLII I 1% ynllo!!s 
. . . . . . . . . .  Fucl Spacc M cu. It. 

I-tcntinc Surfacc Tutics . . . . . .  1'3.5 sq. f t .  
.. i:ircbox . . . . . .  2.3.7.2.5 s? .  it. 

. .-. 
.. Total . . . . . .  Ir'1.75 s? .  ft. - 

Gratc Arcn . . . . . . . . . .  '1 sq: f r .  
Approximate Weifht, cr:ipty . . . .  :: tons 10 cwt. 

.. in workinl: ordcr . . I0 tons 10 cwt, 
Tractivc Powrr . . . . . . . .  4.793 Ibs. 

215:n:ii. 2:.9rn;n. 
! 53 111111. 

l.4W mm. 
A2 (4.1 mm. dinr;].) 

I ! .?4 k ~ s .  :cr f.5. cm. 
- 
. - 

CC-3 1i:rcs 
0.57 cu. rn. 
15.65 sq. m. 
2.16 31. m. 
.... 

17.81 sq. m. - 
0.371 sq. m. 
11.k2;1 krs. 

10.662 k ~ s .  
2.17.; kgs. 



KEKR STUAR'T SI Co. Ltd. 
"HAIG" CLASS 

2ti GAUGE 

I<i\.cth, Iit~Ili-rh ;tncl Couplrrs not shown 




