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HOPE FOR ROGART
MOST people will sympathise

with the parish of Rogart in
their renewed efforts to keep open
the passenger service at their local
railway station.

1t would appear that the facts of the
situation have not been appreciated or,
more likely, have been ignored in the
steam-roller process adopled by the
British Transport Commission in their
reorganisation plan,

It is difficult to see how Rogart can
hope to get an adequate bus service in
place of what they are going to lose
on the railway. A diesel car service,
with a conductor and “halt where you
please,” would have been “just the job”
for Rogart, but it appears that economic
mode of transport will not be intro-
duced until the B.T.C. have carried out
their closure plan.

However, the petition which Rogart
has sent out has a good chance of
bearing fruit and ensuring that for once
justice is done to the small battalions.

-

VILLAGE STREET
OFFICERS

Solving a Problem

THE special scavenging committee

for east coast villages hava
agreed to a scheme for the cleansing
of village streets in the area, This
does not, however, include Embo, where
the present systemn would be carried
on meantime.

The scheme, recommended by Mr E.
W. Brannen, county sanitary inspector,
provides for a once weekly sweeping
of the main streets, and for a once
nonthly sweeping of other streets In
his report Mr Brannen stated. "The
whole scheme will require to be car-
ried out in close co-operation with dis-
trict council clerks. The employee would
be under my direct control, and during
that part of the year when street
sweeping is not so essential his services
could be utilised in other ways within
the scavenging service.” The total cost
of the scheme wincluding Embo) is
£818.

The road surveyor (Mr W. Suther-
land), at the committee’s meeting at
Helmsdale last Monday, agreed to the
.employment of a man on trunk roads
at Helmsdale, Brora. Golspie, and half
of Bonar-Bridge, whose services would
be paid for through his department.
The man would be employed in cleaning
gulley traps and roadsides, and he
could have the use of a bantam carrier.

Mr J. O. F. Mackay, Portgower, said
that some time ago Helmsdale and
Brora were very keen about getting
fuli-time village officers, but the other
villages were not, A part-time man
would not overtake the work in Helms.
dale. They had a full-time man there
now.

Asked by whom this man was paid,
Mr Mackay thought his wage came
irom the trunk road fund.

Mr G. M'Iver. chairman. said they
“Sad no fulltime officer in Brora now,
and they would have to think of an
cfficient and economic system of clean-
g their streets. It was quite wrong
1f the Helmsdale employee was being
paid for cleaning side streets at the
expense of the trunk road fund,

——

Woman Crofter Gets
£25 Expenses

In chambers at Dornoch Sheriff Court
last Tuesday, Sheriff-substitute D. V.
Irvine Jones awarded £25 expenses to
Miss Ann Mackay, crofter, Torroy, Cul-
rain, Ross-shire, against Walter Stewart
Murray, crofter, Cosy Neuk, Lnirg

The expenses arose out of a civil
action at the end of last June, when
‘Miss Mackay claimed £200 damages
{from Murray. She allegod that she
sustained injury, loss and damage
through being assaulted by Murray at
Lairg Auction Market on May 14, 1958,
Murray then claimed that the sum sued
for was excessive and that decree
should not be granted. The court
ordered Murray o pay £50 damages to
Miss Mackay. Before the claim for,
damages Murray had been fined £12
for the assault on Miss Mackay.
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THE people of the crofting parish

of Rogart are up in artns because
their vepresentations that the pas-
senger service at their local railway
station should not be closed have gone
unheeded by the British Transport
Commussion,

A public meeting, in Pittentrail Hall,
last Monday might, decided to send a
petition to, among others, the Secretary
of State for Scotland, Sir David Robert-
son (MP. for the constituency),
Brigadier G. S. Rawstorne (Lord
Lieutenant of Sutherland), Ccl. Cameron
of Lochiel (chairman of the Scottish
area board of the British Transport
Commission), Mr Hugh Fraser (of the
Highland tourist development plan), all
the political party leaders, the High-
land Panel, the N.UR. and Inverness
Town Council. The petition will detail
why the people think their station
should be open, not only for goods
but for passengers.

A sub-committee prepared the petition
last Tuesday night.

“UNDEMOCRATIC"

They condemn, principally, the Trans-
port Users' Consultative Committee who
received their representations in the
first place and did nothing about them.
And yel stated Mr George Murray.
Rogart's representative on Sutherland
County Council. who presided last
Monday night, there was not a single
representative on that committee from
any place north of Inverness. "That i1s

letely d atic,” said Mr
Murray. Mr Murray's case i3 that
Rogart station has still to be manned
for goods traffic, so why should it not
continue to open for passengers?
The bus service which is proposed as
a substitute is quite ridiculous and
inadequate, Mr Murray maintains.

Mr Murray told Monday night's meet-
ing that the British Transport Com-
mission had not “budged one inch” since
the first representations were made to
them. It was "grossly unfair.” Other
railway stations to be closed under the
scheme were near the main read and
had reasonable Bus services, but Rogart
was off the main road and the bus
service was quite inadequate. “Here
we are offered this mockery ¢f a bus
service as a substitute.” :

Then Mr Murray said he had writlen
to Sir David Robertson giving him all
the details about Rogart.

APPEAL TO M.P.

Mr Murray. in his tetter to Sir David,
said the proposed bus service showed
no consideration for the people of
Rogart. And Mr Murray to'd Sir David
that this closing of the passenger ser-
vice at Rogart station might mean the
death-knell of the Fraser tourist de-
velopment plan for the parish.

Mr Murray also complained that mail
would have to come by road now. and
in winter this would mean many delays.
The local newsagent would have to
arrange for the delivery of newspapers
by road from Lairg at his own expense,
which would be “grossiy unfair.”

“It would appear that we taxpayers
in Rogart, an isolated area, are to get
another kick which wili mean further
depopulation and depression instead of
enjoying the degree of prosperity
generally experienced over the country
as a whole,

“I am afrald the vicious circle of the
law of diminishing returns has applied
to the Highlands. On behalf of the
people of Rogart I shall be very grateful
if you can make representations to the
appropriate quarter.”

MINDS MADE UP

Mr Murray had told Sir David that it
appeared that the Government had no
intentton of implementing their pro-
mises in their "Review of Highland
Policy.”” Sir David had contacted
Lochiel, who had said that the British
Transport Commission had made up
their mind. Sir David had said he was
willing to do what he could to save
Rogzart_station,

Mr John Schofield, a civil servant,
told the meeting that at present a

regular traveller between Rogart and
Golspie, a distance of seven miles,
would pay £20 a year for a season ticket
by rail. but if he went by bus it would
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cost im £52. He described the British
Transport Commission as “a monstrosity
who are a law unto themselves” and
who were strangling the life out of
small communities in remote areas.
Unless the railway provided services
for communities, big or small, they were
faihng 1n their functions and their
organisers "might ag well pack their
bags and go home.”
NOT UNDERSTOOD

Mr Murray alleged that a Highland
Omnibuses official had said that they
were losing £1700 a year on their Lairg
to Golspie bus which goes through
Rogart. But, said Mr Murray, Suther-
land Bducation Commitiee were paying
them £933 a year for that service which
took children to school at Golspie. How
coyld they possibly be losing £1700 a
year in these circumstances?

Mr Schofleld said that if the bus ser-
vice was losing that amount of money,
any extra service would also lose, “and
50 can we expect Highland Omnibuses
to maintain the promised service,
albeit it s only for three days a week?
It 1s debatable if it will last six
months.”

And Mr Murray maintained that the
road from Lairg to Rogart was not fit
for bus traffic in any case. [t was a
narrow single-track road and in winter
hable to be blocked ofien by snow. Rail
passengers for Rogart would be
stranded at Lairg, 12 miles away, when
they could not get home by bus.

MINISTER'S QUERY

The Rev, J. B. Imrie, Rogart, asked
on what good ground the passenger
services at Culrain and Invershin
statlons were to be kept open, "Has
that been pointed out to the Bnitish
‘Transport Commission? There is to be
no passenger station between Laifg and
Golspie, a distance of 20 miles, while
between Bonar-Bridge and Lairg. a
distance of only nine mlles, there will
be two. If Culrain and Invershin
stations are to be kept open we should
know the reasons.”

Mr Murray replied that all the dele-
gates from the Highland local authori.
ties did feel that Rogart had got the
heavy end of the stick. “This is one
station they definitely want 1o retain.”

Replying to Mr Simon Leith. Rovie.
Mr Murray said the British Transport
Commission were not going to consider
dieselisation until the closure plans for
certain branch lines and stations had
been put into effect. “You are going to
see diesel trains perhaps only a month
after this reorganisation goes into
force.”

Mr J. Turner smd he did not think
there was any other place where “you
have bus fares in excess of train fares.”
and he thought that they were going
to be gravely penalised through the
olosure of the Rogart railway passenger
service.

Note — The singls train fare from
Lairg to Rogart is 1/1i (exactly double
for return) compared with the bus fare
of 2/-. 50 there is only id of difference.
But there are no season tickets on this
route by bus, whereas there are con-
cessionary tickets for regular travellers
on the railway.

o —

“DELAY” APPEAL
TO PREMIER

“Peace’” With Marples

HE Prime Minister is to be asked

to order a “*full and complete

inquiry’’ into the ihole question of

road and rail transport in the High-
lands.

Deciding this at Inverness, on Thurs-
day of last week, Highland local
a‘thorities and other interested bodies
who have been fighting the proposed
closure of certain railway stations and
branch lines in the North, made 1t clear
the battle 15 not yet over as far as they
are concerned.

The Sutherland representatives are
Mr J. G. Macdonald (Dornoch Town
Council), Mr J. P Whittet (Countv
Council). Mr G. M. Morrison (Dornoch
and Creich District Council), and Mr
G. M Murray (county councilior for
Rogart),

For two hours the meeling considered
the decision of the Scotush Area Board
of the British Transport Commusston to
go ahead with the shut-down, and they
agreed to ask that the closures be
delayed until an inquiry has been held.

“UNREALISTIC”

At a press conference later. Provost
Robert Wotherspoon. Inverness. said—
“Extreme dissatisfaction was; expressed
at the abortive atiempt of the B.T.C.
to rectify even some of the minor
details outlined by Lochiel (chairman
of the Area Board) in his letter to us.”

Representatives from Rogart and Dor-
noch had stated in no uncertain terms
that the proposed amended bus time-
table was ymoracticable and unreal:stic.
The proposed withdrawal of the 955
p.m. train from Inverness to Tain would
result in chaos

Information had been produced at
the meeting to show 9000 s a

SNOWPLOU(
BATTLE

Call for ‘‘Rotary”
Through In

RAILWAY BLOCKI

HI, snowstorm, which started on
Thursday of Iast week, wae
featured hy gales and heavy drifting
overn:ght on Tuesday and Wednesday.
and reports from all over the county
were of snow ploughs waging a heavy
and often losing battle as roads closed
in behind them.

On the Ord of Caithness they had to
give up the fight altogether on Wed-
nesday. so hopeless was the task
A Scottish Home Depariument rotary
plough was summoned from Perth in
the morming to try to cut a way through
into Caithness, but if it had been
stationed at Invermess the prospecis of
its even reaching Sutherland would
have been brighter as reports of road
conditions south of Inverness were not
favourable.

ABERDENSHIRE FIRST

But Lhere was disappointment for Mr
Walter Sutheriand. road surveyor, later
on Wednesday, when he was told the
“pblower™ plough had been re-routed
via Aberdeenshire. where it was ur.
gently needed. That meant it might not
even get to Sutherland until this morn.
ng.

To add to the unhappy story. the
rafiway line was blocked three mules
south of Forsinard on Wednesday
morning. when a railway snowplough
gol stuck in a large drift. Late in the

week travelled between Inverness and
the North. said the provost, and between
400 and 500 used the Tain train on a
Saturday night.

“It would be quite impossible to
provide a bus service to transport most
of these people on roads which are
already overcrowded by tourist traffic.”

Mr James Cameron, town clerk, In-
verness. sald Provost Wotherspoon
would be replving to Lochiel's letter,
and further action, on which he did not
elaborate, would be taken.

“It became more and more apparent
throntghout the meeting,” added the
provost. “that the present local diffi-
culties will not be surmounted until
dieselisation has been introduced in the
Highlands. Until that happens. we
maintain there should be no inter-
ference with the present service.”

"FORGET IT"

Little was said during the meeting
about the attitude of the Minister of
Transport (Mr Ernest Marples) when
the deputation met him in London or
about a letter he has sent to Provost
‘Wotherspoon

“Very little attention was paid to the
letter because we concentrated on the
essential matters before us,” said the
provost later. "It was treated as a
personal letter and 1 didn't even read
it to the meeting.”

Councillor Donald Mackenzie, Inver-
ness, said, "Instead of threatening per-
sonalities, I think we should forget all
about ‘bloody Scotsmen’ and try to get
down to the task of getting a proper
service for the North,

“By interfering in personalities we

are not doing justice to the people of
the North.”

HUGH FRASER TO SPEAK AT
BONAR-BRIDGE, MARCH 12

I\IR HUGH FRASER, head of the

tourisy development plan for
the Highlandr, will address a public
meeting at Bonar-Bridge on Saturday,
March 12. Bonar-Bridge is part of one
of two experimental areas—the other
area is Newtonmore, in Inverness-shire
—which will be taken as models for the
flure. Tairg, Rogart and ‘Invershin
also come into the Sutherland pilot
area,

Mr Fraser will reveal the details of
the schemes which he hopes will be
launched to make these villages more
attractive places for visitors, and it is
expected that he will have some fairly
ambitious projects to announce,

Sutherland County Council are play.
ing their part, and the committees
concerned have been studying proposals
put forward by the county planning
officer. Mr D. R. Fasham. who has made
an intensive study of all the problems,
A general outline of his “new look™
proposals has appeared already in these
columns,

The Sutherland Tourist Association
have launched an appeal for funds to
help theni organise, as a start, an in-
formation centre at Bonar-Bridge
which will indeed operate on behalf of
every district in the county and publi-
clse all the accommodation and ameni-
ties these districts have to offer, It is
for that reason the assoeiation have
pointed out that the good of all is con-
;erned and that no one can suffer any

arm,

Details as to how contributions could
ha mada thenash tha faeae Mot

developments, but Mr Fasham said that
it was not desirable to publicise the
other proposed developments until the
meeting, later this month, to be ad-
dressed by Mr Hugh Fraser himself.

When Mr A. M. Ross, Brora, asked if
these developmenis would be paid for
through local rates or be a county
charge, Mr J. P. Whittet, chairman,
said he did not know and he was asking
for estimates now.

Here Mr Fasham said there might be
certain work that coxld be done through
the Civic Trust who ran summer camps
for students. These students supplied
the (f{ree) labour. The Scottish Tourist
Board would meet the cost of their
maintenance, There might be special
grants available for certain other works.

When there was a suggestion that the
small traffic island at Bonar-Bridge
might well be rempved it was strongly
opposed by the local councillor, Mr G.
M. Morrison. 1t was valuable, he said,
because it slowed down traffic and thus
prevented accidents,

Mr G. M. Murray was told that Rogart
came within the village tidying up
scneme. but there would be other
schemes later in which the County
Council might be interested.

It was agreed that the estimated costs
of the projects should be submitted to

BRRH!
There were 22° of night frost in
Dornoch on Wednesday compared
with 11° on Tuesday.

afternoon a breakdown squad from
Wick were still feverishly working in
an effort 1o Ret the way cleared and
the trains running again. And they suc-
ceeded by 6 p.m.—after a hold-up of
10 hours,

Meanwhile, perhaps only the children
were welcoming the storm., as many
were unable to reach school and rolls
were sadly depleted.

PLOUGHS AT STANMDSTILL

Traffic between Caithness and Suth-
erland on the east coast roule was stili
blocked on Wednesday morning, and
the ploughs were at a standstill because
the snow cuttings were so deep. “"Defi-
nitely we are not touching this road
north of Helmsdale because the work
is too heavy for the ploughs.” Mr Waller
Sutherland told a reporter.

“The pioughs cannot get the snow
away. and now we have called out a
rotary snowplough from the Scottisa
Home Department's headquarters at
Perth to try to solve the problem. It
will blow the snow off the road on to
flelds at either side and alow {the
ordinary ploughs to get going.

“But the question !s when will this
rotary plough get here? Sulherland
County Council have been shouting out
in the past that there should be »a
rotary plough stationed at Inverness
for the northern counties, but that has
not happened,

“This morning the only road that
seems to be completely open is from
Helmsdale south to Bonar-Bridge. The
Lairg roads are all blocked and at
Tongue, on the north coast, things seem
o be serous.”

DRIVER'S ORDEAL

Mr J. M. Ross, Sutherland’s assistang
postmaster, said at Lairg, on Wednes-
day morning. that the mail buses from
the north and west had all set out for
Lairg. but the Tongue bus driver, Bert
Munro, who had arrived there from
Bettyhlll, his starting point. had been
told not to attempt the 40-mile run
on this notorious road whioh is always
first to block up in a storm,

"In any case.” added Mr Ross, “*Bert
Munro has been on the road practically
all the time in the last two days, On
Monday night he got home at 1030 and
last night it was 11 o'clock before he
got back to Bettyhill, We have told
him to stay where he is until we know
what is going to happen.”

Ewventually, the Lochinver, Scouric
and Durness buses got through to Lairg,

The postman at Kylesku, in north-
west Sutherland, Mr lan Clark. had to
stay overnight on Tuesday at Inchna-
damph Hote].

There wgs more snow and heavy
drifting over Tuesday might and Wed-
nesday morning. and that caused the
deterioration so far as Sutherland was
concerned. But in between the snow
showers on Tuesday and again on
Wednesday there was bright sunshine.

Village main streets on the east coast
were very treacherous, Main Street in
Golspie was one solid sheot of ice, and
motorists had to drive with extreme

the relevant committees. The Dornoch
and Creich District Council will aiso be
involved :n the plans.
“BLACK SPOTS"
At a meeting of the Housing Com-
mittee 8t Helmsdale last Monday, Mr

Fasham showed colour films high-

Misunderstanding

MR GEORGE MURRAY, Morvich, |
told Sutherland County Council

.
recently that at a meeting of the IOcalh
+, - VSt e .
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AIRMEN CRASHED
ON BEN MORE

Volunteer Party To

Tend War Grave

THE loneliest war heroes’ grave

in Britain, 2300ft. up on the
Loulder-strewn’ shoulder of 13en More,
in the pass of Assynt, is no longer to
lack the loving care that is lavished on
war cemeteries in more accessible
places.

A Sutherland mountaineer, who
wishes to remain anonymous, has volun-
teered to organise a party to tend the
grave on Ben More where rest the
bodies of six men, the crew of an R.AF.
bomber which crashed on the mountain-
side during a training flight from Kin-
Joss in 1941,

He made his decision after reading
in *“The Press and Journal” that the
Imperial War Graves Commission had
found the grave too remote to receive
the attention which they normally
bestow on these sacred spots.

VOLUNTEERS?

To begin with, the mountaineer was
in doubt as to whether the War Graves
Commission would permit him to inter-
vene,

That doubt was quickly resolved. The
London headquarters of the War Graves
Commission warmly welcomed the offer
of assistance, the only condition laid
down being that they should be kept
fully informed of what was done.

“I will write and ask official permis-
sion as soomn as.I can,” the mountaineer
said. “Once 1 have got it, I will go
ahead and organise my party. I don't
think that I should have any trouble in
getting volunteers, for a lot of people
in the area have connections with the
R.AF.”

The pilgrimage to the grave will not
be made until late spring or early sum-
mer. At mpresent, conditions are 1ioo
hazardous for climbers to attempt the
ascent.

The grave on the gorse-covered moun-
tain slopes marks the spot where the
airmen <crashed. They were buried
where they fell, and a cairn of rough
stones stands out on the hillside to
mark their lonely resting place.

Despite the remoteness of the grave,
however, the War Graves Commission
did not forget their obligation to the
airmen. Into the wall of Inchnadamph
old churchyard they have built a memo-
rial in their homour.

The six names are recorded on panels
of Aberdeen granite, and underneath
is a flower trough planted with bell

heather,
FROM DEESIDE

One of the alrmen was a Deeside man,
Sgt.-Observer Charles M. Mitchell, a
native of Glenmuick. He was educated
at Ballater School and later joined the
North of Scotland Bank, with whom he
became an accountant and teller,

Brora Cinema

TO-DAY (Friday) at 7.15 p.m.
TO-MORROW (Saturday), at 7.45 p.m.

ROBERT MITCHUM, STANLEY
BAKER, ELISABETH MUELLER,
and GIA SCALA in

THE ANGRY HILLS
(A)
Admission — 2/6, 2/-, 1/6 and 1/-.

“THINK AGAIN,”

TELL

And They Detail Their Case for Keeping
Rail Passenger Service

““WHILE it is appreciated that

the British Transport Com-
mission have afforded interested
parties the opportunity to make repre-
sentations against their proposals it is
felt that these representations have not
been reasonably considered.”

That is stated in a petition which has
gone out to such as the Secretary of
State for Scotland protesting against the
B.T.C. plan to close the passenger ser-
vice side of Rogart railway station.

The petition, which is signed by the
local county councillor, Mr G. M. Mur-
ray, Morvich, calls on those to whom
it ‘has been sent “to secure not only a
review” of the B.T.C. decision “but also
a reversal.”

The evidence in the petition, states
Mr Murray, makes it “extremely diffi-
cult to understand the adamant attitude
adopted by the Commission in this
matter.”

The petition, drawn up by a commit-
tee after a public meeting in Rogart
earlier this month, attacks the proposed
bus service once the passenger side of
Rogart station has been closed down.

“The present bus service, two per
day each way (Lairg-Golspie, Golspie-
Lairg), is inadequate. The proposed
alteration in the bus service on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Fridays is un-
realistic and unimaginative.

“On Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, if the present proposals are
brought into operation, passengers
arriving in Lairg on the present night
train at 7 p.m. will apparently have to
stay overnight in Lairg.

HOSPITAL VISITS

“It will no longer be possible to travel
from Rogart to Inverness and back by
public service in one day. This is of
particular importance to relatives of
in-patients in Inverness hospitals and
would, of course, mean that cheap day
return fares are no longer available.

“The Commission's concern appears
to be solely one of economics, with little
or no regard.to the needs or require-
ments of the public whom they exist to
serve.

“The present bus service, operated by
a subsidiary of the British Transport
Commission, the Highland Omnibus
Company, is stated to be losing £1700
per annum on this route, and this
despite a guaranteed payment by the
local education authority of nearly
£1000 per annum. Any increased ser-
vice is therefore also likely to run at a
loss and there is no guarantee that the
service will be maintained.

“It is nanderstood that in future the
mail will have to be brought by road
from Lairg or Golspie, which will add
to the cost of the G.P.O. services.

“Jt therefore seems extremely doubt-
ful whether there will be an overall
saving to the Exchequer, as the financial

J.M.B. IN GUNN PLAY

Saturday Night Theatre in the Home
Service on Saturday, March 5, will
present a recorded repeat of Neil M.
Gunn’s “Blood Hunt.” It concerns an
old sea-dog (played by John M. Ban-
nerman) who has retired after a life
of adventure to spend the evening of
his days in a remote Highland cottage.

———————
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ROGART |
B.T.C.

cost of stopping the passenger train at
Rogart can hardly amount to more than
these extraneous items of expenditure—
e.g., carriage of maijl from Golspie/Lairg
to Rogart and carriage paid home goods.

“Between Bonar-Bridge and Lairg, a
distance of 10 miles, there are two
stations, Culrain and Invershin. Be-
tween Lairg and Golspie, a distance of
20 miles, there is none,

SINGLE TRACK

“The road between Lairg and Golspie
is a single track road with passing
places, for four-fifths of the distance.

“Rogart is the only station on the line
which it is proposed to close which is
not on the trunk road.

“It is believed that not one member
of the Transport Users Consultative
Committee is personally acquainted
with the area.

“At present newspapers arrive by
passenger train. If such trains do not
stop at Rogart this may well lead to
the district’s being without newspapers
on occasions.

“Rogart is included in the Fraser
plan for tourist development—the clos-
ing of Rogart station to passenger traffic
is not likely to assist this plan.

“Lairg station is two miles from Lairg
village and the present proposals neces-
sitate a change of bws in Lairg. For
passengers with heavy luggage this is
an added complication.”

_————.

Farm Management

A few months ago H.M. Stationery
Office published a “Farm Management
Handbook.” A co-operative work by the
economists of the Department of Agri-
culture for Scotland and the colleges
of agriculture, it was designed as a tool
to aid the Scottish farmer in the runn-
ing of his undertaking as a business.

In the B.B.C’s “Farm Forum” pro-
gramme on Thursday evening, March
3, J. W. Nisbet, Professor of Political
Economy in the University of St.
Andrews, D. S. Hendrie, Principal of
the West of Scotland Agricultural Col-
lege, G. F. Hendry, an Zagricultural
economist with the Department of
Agriculture for Scotland, Frank W.
Roger (of Kenly Green, Fife) and WII-
liam Rose (of Midcoul, Inverness-shire)
will try to assess the usefulness of this
“tool.”

—————

Revaluation Report

§¢rPYHE' progress being made in
revaluation throughout Scotland
is not unsatisfactory.” This is one of
the conclusions arrived at by the Scot-
tish Valuation Advisory Council for
the year ended December 31 last, and is
published this week in their third
annual report by H.M. Stationery Office.
The repory goes on: “Subject to the
continuation of the present co-opera-
tion between all parties concerned, we
believe that this progress will be main-
tained in the future, and we found no
grounds for recommending a postpone-
ment of revaluation such as has taken
place in England and Wales, or any
major alterations in present arrange-
ments.”
Under the 1956 Act, assessors are re-
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‘Some have been cut off alto-
some reduced and others left

aw—In the past we welcomed
«nd made full use of it. Now,
»r wrongly, it is going to be
| up more and more, and this
in edge of the wedge.
Sutherland, Morness—Is it the
t if a farmer takes advantage
grants and improves his farm
ose the grants eventually?
aw—No. We felt in the past
1g2h members were not getting
\ssistance, but here they are
t off more and more.
:herland—If a farmer got these
1 the past, why do they not
‘hem now?
S. Mackay (Rogart) thought
hern area Agricultural Execu.
nmittee had done their best
money at their disposal.
3REACH OF FAITH?
aw—We are not complaining
che A.E.C.,, but the complaint
1e AE.C. have been obliged to
they have done.
1y—Make a resolution to head-
stipulating that we ought to
same amount of money avail-
yefore,
ickay—We knew a year ago
.P. would be reduced,
Ir J. R. C. Ballantyne, Creich
iid that the present position
t Union headquarters were
ne thing and the A.E.C. en-
the instructions of the Secre-
jtate. “We have to attack on
as—ask If there was a breach
If we put a resolution to head-
suggesting that we have been
1 the river—and that has been
ady—I think that will produce
effect and headquarters will
»d into real activity.”
w—The N.F.U. and the repre-
; of the Secretary of State
an agreement, but there was
itatement. Now we are getting
s from the N.F.U, but not
Minister’s side.
E MISUNDERSTANDING”
point Mr I, Weir, secretary,
to a statement by Mr Alvan
esident of the N.F.U. of Scot-
the M.AP. scheme revision.
ear that there was still wide
standing about the mew atti-
too many inaccurate state-
ere being made, stated Mr
» rejected one suggestion that

DING

NGDATION
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| Erected
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SCOTTISH
ARMERS

persons, and £50,

vahla nnndar rorfain

of farms that had been recCeiving M.A.F,
assistance would be kept under review
to see how far, in the light of the other
forms of assistance made ayailable
since the inception of the
Scheme, the number of farms t

at-con-

be progressively reduced; that the Agri-
cultural Executive Committees | would
judge
the degree of marginality of a hplding,

and that they would .also take into
account the benefits derived fr other
forms of assistance (such as imjprove-

ment grants under the Hill Fdrming
and Lijvestock Rearing Acts) angd the

farming practised.
REDUCTION

Agricultural Executive Committee
carried out their review of the

given to them by
within the principles laid do The
result, as envisaged in the Sgcretary

of State’s letter, has. been a pr
lists of recipients of M.A.P. grant and
some reduction of expenditure,

“It is estimated that in the
A.EC. Area expenditure ung
M.A.P, Scheme will fal] from
for the 1959 cropping year to
for the current cropping year—a

ding figures for Scotland as
show a reduction of about 8

was one, Mr Ballantyne said there were
appeals being lodged against {the new
scheme, “My own appeal is ip.”

Mr Ialn Weir, secretary—{Farmers
have to appea}l individually as| well as
the N.F.U.

Mr Shaw—M.A.P. is our lifels dblood.
It is a trigger that sets off all the other
improvements.

Mr Robertson—M.A.P. grantg
be abused. Farmers must put fertilisers
into the ground before they are paid.

Mr Shaw—What is being spent on
M.A.P. is a fleabite. In actual fact the

cannot

agriculture—it is our only real |export,
If you prune that you prune|every-
thing else.

Mr Gray—Livestock is our
export.

suggest that it should be postponed for
a week or until the weather cof

permitted jts being carried jout in
safety.

In a letter to the editor “The
Northern Times” Sir David stafes that

great influence as Home Secrs
Scotland and Minister of H
Scotland, and no one could

tary in
alth in

pressed by Sutherland County
which I shared.”

In a letter to Mr A. J. Macrae, the
clerk, Sir David congratulated the
County Council “on the prompt steps
which thefr Finance Committee took to
deal with this matter,”

—+—

‘ V.H.F. BROADCAST
Helmsdale was the first check point
in the Billy Butlin walk, and last Tues.
day night two local mother-and-
daughter “teams” gave their opinions
of this controversial event—in a re-
cording on the B.B.Cs V.H.F. pro-
gramme from Rosemarkie.

Those taking part were Mrs Levack

Jaliul 1VUl 1o NOodVLIalavii,

—————

ROGART RAIL
SERVICE

“PDifficult to Run at

a Profit”.

IR DAVID ROBERTSON asked the
Minister of Transport in the House
of Commons last week if he was aware
that Rogart railway station was to be
kept open for goods traffic but closed
to passenger traffic, “to the incon-
venience of the local people, over 2000
of whom travelled to and from Rogart
last year; and that the four daily pas-
senger trains need to stop for only one
minute toc put down and pick up pas-
sengers; and if he will refer the pro-
posed closure of part of Rogart railway
station to the appropriate Transport
Users’ Consultative Committee.”

Mr Ernest Marples—This matter has
already been fully considered by the
Transport Users’ Consultative Commit-
tee for Scotland.

Sir David Robertson—Since when did
it become more important for goods to
have precedence over passengers?
Surely passengers should have the prior
right over goods? If services are kept
open for goods, then why not for pas-
sengers also?

Mr Marples—This question has been
fully considered, but I looked into it
myself, knowing your tenacity in
supplementary questions. People make
2000 journeys in a year—arrivals and
departures—which works out at five or
six passenger journeys per day on a
total of seven trains per day That
means fewer than one passenger per
train—to be exact, .85 of a passenger
per train—which makes it difficult to
run it at a profit.

COMMITTEE .“MISLED"”

Mr George M. Murray, county coun-
cillor for Rogart, said yesterday that
the British Transport Commission had
been misleading the area Consultative
Committee,

That was evident from the kind of
statement which Mr Marples had made
in the Commons last week. The Minister
had referred to seven passenger trains
stopping at Rogart. But there were
only six—the seventh. ran for only two
months in the summer and did not stop
at Rogart at all.

Mr Murray said he would give Sir
David Robertson all the relevant facts
for another approach to the Minjster..

MOUND STATION PLEA

At a public meeting in Balvraid
School last week it was agreed to make
representations to have the Mound
railway station continued as an unat-
tended halt for passengers.

Mr R. M'Call, the chairman, who
raised the matter, said that while he
understood why the Dornoch branch
line should be closed, he regretted
that the Mound station was
be closed He saw no reason why it
should not be continued as an unat-
tended halt. “We did get up a petition
and sent it to the Minister of Transport
and to Sir David Robertson.”

Ploughing Match at

O-mMorrow

IT is hoped that conditions will be
favourable at Kirkton Farm, Gol-
spie, to-morrow, when the open tractor
ploughing match is to be held.
Trophies at stake are the Ross Silver
Challenge Cup for the best ploughed
rig on the field, and the Cormack Chal-
lenge Cup for the junior class (20 years
of age and under)—the latter competi-
tion is confined to county contenders.
———tan

SNOW SHOWERS

Sutherland experienced bitterly cold
weather at the beginning of the week,
and on Wednesday morning there were

to |

mtended 1o give notice
that the burgh’s holiday c
on the links should be fiy
the rates as he thought t
only way in which it could
developed. In the end the
would benefit, and it might
the profit from the park w
ease the rates burden. Th
the money by borrowing
done for roads.

At present the caravan p:
do not fall on the rates;,

The council had been dist
Works Committee recomme)
the need for more toilet fac
park was to be developed, £
Committee meeting it had..l
out that in view of the lat
the number of caravans us
might have to be very res
loss of revenue from dues :
to those catering for the t«
try in the burgh. .

PROPER DEVELOP

The committee had bef
report from the North-Eas
of the Caravan Club layin
requirements if the Dornoc
to be listed in the club's g

Mr W. A. Urquhart, trea
chairman of the Works Com
the council that as far as tt
this year would be three ¢
toilets and one additjonal w

The committee had sugge
proper development would &
ladies’ toilets, at least siy
men's toilets, washhand bas
water supply, showers, laur
lities and drying xoom :
points.

But where was the mon
from, asked Mr Urquhart, :
gested that they might get ¢
from such as the town’s
and hotelkeepers who benefi
most from the caravan par

He reminded the council 1
of the cost of the caravan si-
borne, They had borrowe
Common Good Fund, but
had to be replaced. “We ¢
digging into the fund to m
tacilities for the caravan pai
money will be forthcoming
quarters.

HINT

“We had hoped the pos
arise where the revenue fro
van site could be expected
ratepayers generally — alt
time has not arrived yet. W
ceed with some caution, Tt
that the development has
stricted. If any tradesmen i
would contribute the counc
grateful.”

(1/3/6o
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USERS’ COMMITTEE WERE NOT
B.T.C. “STOOGES"

Transport Ministry’s Reply in Commons to

M.P.’s Rail Closure Protest

HERE was literally no
Parliamentary control over the
railways, sir David Robertson told
the House of Commons last week. He
was protesting against the British
Transport Commission’s decision to
close Dornoch branch railway and
Rogart passenger service, and he added
that this question of control would have
to be debated in the very ncar future.
The Minister of Transport, was power-
less under the Act. N
Sir David also referred to the “omni-
potence” of the Scottish Transport
Users’ Consultative Committee. It did
not seem to be acting as such, but had
“almost absolute powers”. .
the one occasion he had gone to
see the commitlee’s secretary he was
surprised o find him *“siiting in a room
almost across the corridor from the
general manager of British Railways in
Scotland. The secretary is a railway-
man. He bhas spent most of his life on
the railways and he was appointed 10
this job. which sirikes me as wrong.
.The committee is supposed to represent
the passengers, the people who do all
the millions of miles of passenger jour-
neys, and the freight users.
DISADYANTAGE

“I should have thought that a man
who had served most of his active lile
on the railways was most unsuitable to
be put into a job of that kind. He iz
bound to Jook at things through railway
eyes. 1 have no doubt of his integrity,
but he almost starts in a prejudiced
fashion,

“T have the latest report which has
been issued by the committee, and I
find that it has 25 members, including
the secretary, but that there are hardly
any members for the Highlands.

“This is the body which decides our
fate. Transport, which is the key o all
Highland development, is in the hands
of poople most of whom, apparently,
come from south of Inverness.

“There are two farmers, representing
agricultere. They are not from the
Highlands. There are six gentlemen
represcnting commerce and industry.
There is only one man in that list, the
managing director of M'Gruther and
Marshall. Limited, from Inverness and
his offices are in the same building as
the Brifish Transport Commission in
Inverness. I fmagine that his company
must be tenants.

“1 do not know what shipping has to
do with a consumers’ council which is
supposed to look after passengers and
freight. but I see that there is a repre-
sentative of the coastal shipping firm,
J. Hays and Sons, Limited, Glasgow.

“There are two gentlemen represent.
ing labour. One is the general secre-
tary of the Scottish Union of Bakers
and Allied Workers. The other is a
member of the General Council of the
Scottish T.U.C. and of the Divislonal
Council of the Union of Shop, Distri-
butive and Allied Workers. .

“There are about six representatives
of local authorities and one of these is
the convener of Inverness-shire. So we
have him in addition to Mr Mackenzie.
of McGruther and Marshall, Limited.”

FULL-TIMERS,

Sir David explained that at the lime
about which he was speaking “Sir lan
Bolton was the chairman of the Scottish

Board of the Transport  Commission
and he had a strong team of officials,

URIST BOOM
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THE

RANGE OF
RATORS AT YOUR NEAREST
'RO-BOARD” SHOWROOM

MODERN

man of nati d Scottish Omnib

including, besides himself, Mr Young.
the divisional manager. Scottish Divi-
sion, British Road Services: Mr James
Ness, general manager, Scottish Region,
British Railwa):s: and Mr Amos, chair-

“Now for the alternative train and
bus services. People who live at Rogart
and work out of that area are faced
with very great difficulties, '

“Of course, the bus service will lose
money. The service is unsatisfactory
to my constituents and it will lose
money. No one knows that better than
Mr Amos, the general manager. So all
we are doing is we are saving some-
thing on the nationalised railways and
part of the saving we are losing on the
bus services.”

“HEAVY TASK"

Replving, Mr John Hav. Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Ministry of Trans-
port, said that the Transport Users’

bus services.

These are the full-tlmers.

perhaps four times a year.

Union of Townswomen's Guilds,
another lady, Mlisg McKenzie,
Aberdeenshire County Federation,

rallway and the bus services.

BT.C.

31st December, 1958.
held four quarterly meetings,

arises,
Donochy,

Board of the B.T.C.
“ASTOUNDING"

tion.

Scotland.
that this
ground for promotion of that kind.

ent that all local authorities

committee.

from Inverness to Caithness,

long period.

men.

situated, he refused to do so.

There

is invariably a conducter.
ROGART'S PLIGHT
“But the preference
sengers. They are shut out,
workers o do?

Rogart.
trv to find a bed for the night.

tourists either, I should imagine.

Limited — four full-time officers, the
highest in Scotland of the Transport
Commission, representing railways and
With Mr Reid, they would
be an effective bloc on any committee,

“All the others are part-timers, men
who come to a2 meeting twp, three or
ere are
two ladies on the committee, one from
Aberdeenshire, who is chairman of the
Scottish Committee of the Nntiona;

an
from

“I make no imputations against any
of these ladies or gentlemen, but I
‘believe that they are at a dislinct dis-
advantage in having to face a bloc of
full-time operating managers of the
These
latter cannot be regarded as wunting
what the passengers and freight users
may want. They are obviously there
because of their assoclation with the

“I have been looking at the first page
of the report for the 12 months ended
The committee
one
special meeting and one sub-committee
meeting, and one extraordinary feature
1t says that during the year Mr

who was a member of this
committee, bad retired on being ap-
pointed a member of the Scottish Area

“That surely is an astounding situa-
An independent represetative on
this part-time committee is promoted to
go on to the operating board, the com-
mercial managers, of the railways in
I would not have thought
committee was a natural

“The House should pay some attention
to this Committee, because it is appar-
in the
North are extremely distressed with the
situaticn. They cannot get any redress
from this House or from Ministers, and
they certainly do not get it from this

“All the loéal authorities in the North,
ombined
under the leadership of Provost Wather-
spoon and vigorously protested against
the closures, making representations to
Ministers in writing and endeavouring
to make them to the Minister of Trans-
port here—but all without success. They
have not achieved anything during this

| “At Rogart, in my constituency.’ the
service ix to be left to two full-time
When 1 asked the Minister of
‘Transport to intervene with the Com-
mission—I asked the Commission first
of mll, but it refused—to urge that all
trains shoild stop for one minute at
Rogart and at other stations similarly

“Trains pass under this House at the
rate of about 60 an hour every day. A
stop of more than one minute is seldom
required. The Commission will not let
the Highland trains stop for one minute.
is no problem about tickets.
They could be sold from a slot machine
or by the guard or the conductor; there

is for goods.
There is not to be preference’for pas-
What are
people like crofters and agricultural
‘They eannot afford a
special to take them from Lairg back to
The alternative is lo walk or
That
will not be much encouragement to

Consultative Committees, “which are
representative of user interests and are
selected on that basis, have a very
heavy task in weighing this incon-
venience or hardship, on the one hand,
against the cost to the Commission of
1 retaining rail services,-on the other.

“These people give their’ time and
services voluntarily and, as I know from
examination ot the minutes, and often
the verbatim records, it is quite untrue
to say that they go into cormmittee with
a bias in favour of the British Transport
Commission. It is very often the other
way round, as one would expect,
because they are committees of users
of the services.

“It is not true 1o say that these com-
‘mittees are stooges of the British Trans-
port Commission. In the case of the
Scottish Committee, there are three
members who represent the Highland
area, but [ appreciate that possibly this
is considered to be insufficient. We

GRANNY'S HEILAN K
‘TO GET GRANT

“Cut Off’ From Licensed P

)I‘HE Department of MHealth have

ruled that plans for Granny's
Hielan Hame tourist development
at Embo “show that the dwelling-house
will be completely self-contained and
separate from the licensed premises in
the same property, and it is open to
the County Council to grant the appli-
cation for impro grant, bject
to the usual conditions.”

At a previous meeting the council
had decided that the plans were not
clear about this and had submitted
them to the Department. At last week's
council meeting the Rev. William Mac-
Leod, convener, asked if this was a
“tied” house, and he was told it was
not and that a Tent would be charged
by the sponsor of this licensed restaur-
ant scheme, Mr John Mackintosh, Embo
House,

Here Mr Hugh Steele, assistant sanl-
tary inspector, intervened o say that
the question ©f access from a house to
licensed premises did not impair an
improvement grant—it could stll be
granted. Grants had been given in the
past to places where the house was at.
tached to a licensed shop,

INFORMATION WANTED

Mr G. M'lver, Brora, said that such
@ house would have no relationship to
the b in the shop. But was that

now have in mind the possibility of
appointing an additional member to
represent Highland interests on this
committee.”

ROAD BENEFITS

Mr Hay claimed that the road bene-
fitx would be substantial recompense.
“Some 50 extra bus journeys per week
will be provided, a number of bus ser-
vices will have changes in timing to
make them more convenient, and better
connettions will be made with the other
bus services and with the rail services
at Inverness. This is not a particularly
difficult operation. because the bus ser-
vices are provided by Highland Omni-
buses, Limited, a company controlled by
the British Transport Commission.

“So far as freight is concerned. British
Road Services are extending their net-
work in this area and will cover all the
phaces which have heretofore been ser-
viced by the stations about to be closed,
provided that they are more than 412
miles from the nearest allernative
station.”

Explaining the legal position of the
Minister of Tansport. Mr Hay said,
“Under the Transport Act, 1047, the
pogition is that if the Transport Users’
Consuitative Committee make a formal
recommendation to the Minister, then,
and only then, hasg the Minister the
power to give the British Transport
Commission such a direction. In this
case, the Scottish Committee gave no
formal recommendation. It did not say
to the Minister, 'These proposals are
wrong and We recommend against
them.! On the contrary, i1t said that
they are right.

"POWERLESS"

“In the absence of a re~ommendation
from a committee, the Minister has no
power. He had no power then and he
has no power to-day to intervene. We
have to operate in accordance with the
law laid dowm by Parliament, and the
Minister has no power at all to step in
and ask for these closures to be post-
poned or forgotten altogether. With the
best will in the world, I must tell the
House quite frankly that we are
powerless in that situation,

“The Commission has made no secret
of its belief that these closures are
essential in the interests of maintaining
the main line north of Inverness. If
ithese lines continue to lose money in
this way — and the Commission mado
no bones about this — it would be
obliged to consider closure of the main
line north of Inverness altogether.

“One has to pay =attention to the
alternative bus services being provided.
We are enormously improving and cx-
tending the road network in the High-
lands, and I hope that by that method
communications will in future be as
good as thev have been in the past,
albeit on road rather than on rail”

attempt to avert such a drastic step.”

necessary adjustments can be
duced withot:t delay.”
ECONOMIC NECESSITY

the economic

“br

sught on these closures, "b

That was stated by the Scottish Area
Board of the B.T.C. last week, and they
added that the road and rail services
“to be provided this summer will be
carefully watched to ensure that any
intro-

The Scottish Area Board regretted
_necessity__which had

Rail and Bus Service Assurance
(CONTRARY to -what had some-
times been said, the British
Transport Commission’s reorganisa-

tion scheme for North rail services
was not a step towards the closure of
the lnverness-Wick main line “but an

who, it is hoped, will be visiting the
North in increasing numbers.”

The Board believed that the economy
scheme would “not only help to keep
this (Inverness-Wick) line in operation.
but wil) also provide a faster and better
co-ordinated rail and bus service. Their
proposals were approved by the Scottish
Transport Users' Consultative Commit-
tee after the most careful inquiry.

“Later in the year it.is intended to
introduce diesel locomotives which will
enable the Scottish Region to improve
still further the service from Inverness
to the North.”

the case here? “WIil cooking (for the
restaurant) be done in the house?”

Mr Steele—No,

Here Mr M'lver said he was not
objecting to this grant! if there was a
clear dividing line between the licensed
premises and the house, He had known
of a case where a man who had ulti-
mately got a licence had to repay the
improvement grant. “I am not against
fhis proposal. but have we all the infor-
mation?" s

Convener—Who is' to occupy this
house? 1 heard it was to be for the
barman.

Mr MTIver—I think we should be
careful,

Mr Steele—As long as the house is
rented it does not matter to us—as long
as it is not a tied house.

Convener—Thls part of the house is
supposed to be for the person who is In
charge of the public bar.

Mr Steele went on to say that this
improvement grant was for a house en-
tirely separate from the licensed pre-
mises. There was a kitchen attached to
the restaurant. for suppiving meals in.
“There is a scullery attached to the
houke entirely separate, That scullery
will not be used for making restaurant
meals.”

Convener-—We are not clear whether
this dwelling-house is in reality to be
a tied house, only rented to the person
in the service.

" RENTED HOUSE

Mr Steele—If it is to be a rented
house, then it has got to be a rented
house. It cannot be rented with a pro-
viso. That is one of the legal questions
that is tled up afterwards.

Here Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore,
said he had been told this was a
straightforward let.

Mr M'Iver—So long as it is clear,

Mr G. Fraser, Dalchiel — You have
repeatedly given grants in similar cir-
cumstances.

Major J. H. Weir, Golspie—I move we
give the grant.

That was approved

EPORT NOT READ

Here Mr Steele commented. “I am

quite happy about that. In future, when

CLAN MACKENZIE
To the Editor, “The Northern Times"
Dalmore, Alness.

IR.—On June 25 there is a Gathering
N of the Clans at Inverness. when the
world piping contest takes place, and
this is being orgamised bv the various
clan societies throughout Britain,

Various Mackenzie societies have
been formed throughout the British
Isles and overseas: recently one has
been formed in Inverness, but Ross-
shire, the home of this greatest northern
clan, has no association. It is essential
that this position is remedied forthwitn,
and it hoped that all who bear the name
of Mackenzie or who are in any way
affiliated with this clan will get in
touch with the secretary, Major H. A, C.
Mackenzie, M.C.. T.D.. Dalmore. Alness,
Ross-shire, so that 2 Ross and Cromarty
Association may be formed. Yours. etc.

H. A. C. MACKENZIE.

—e——

More Central.—A public convenience
is 10 be provided as soon as possible on
a site adjoining the car park at Loch-
inver. This will be the second such
public convenience to be provided for
Lochinver out of public funds. The
other one was built at Culag Pier at a
cost of £700. The new one is estimated
to cost £900. ! -
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GOLSPIE’'S CHANCE NOW TO

CAUSE

UPSET

But Helmsdale United Must be Confident

HEL.\[SDALE UNITED, the Aunt

Sally. of Sutherland football at
the moment—they are undefeated so
far and every club want to be the ones
to knock them down, as it were—are
at home to Golspie to-morrow in the
Pattison Cup League.

United got rather a fright at Dor-
noch last week, and Golspie, who scored
seven goals against Brora Rangers, may
feel they have the ability to blot their
opponents’ record. It should be a rous-
ing contest, but United must be fav-
ourites.

Lairg Rovers. who did very well to
take a point from Bonar-Bridge last
week, will be confident that they can
g0 one ‘better to-morrow and defeat
Dornoch, whom they entertain at Lairg,.
But a division of the points here would
not be surprising.

Bonar-Bridge will not be blamed for
thinking that they are on an “easy
thing”—they are at home to the
wretched Brora Rangers—but Rangers
are going to cause a turn-up one of
those days, and the spectators at
Ardgay may be the first to see their
recovery.

Golspie Hit Seven

Golspie Sutherland 7, Brora Rangers 1,
GOLSPIE SUTHERLAND ended their
lean spell with a resounding vietory
over Brora Rangers in this Pattison Cup
League match at. Golspie last Saturday.
Rangers were not quite as bad as the
score suggests, for in the second half
especially they fought back well against
the wind, but invariably their forwards
were caught offside. and at other times
poor finishing spoiled their efforts.
Fifteen minutes from the end. Norman
Brown, Brora's outside left, had to leave
the field with a knee injury.
A. Fraser, playing at inside left, had
three goals for Golspie. A. Macrae
(2), Jack and J. Mackay were the other
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for Lochinver

End productions, including a season of
Shaw plays with Esme Percy. In
Donald Wolfit's Shakespeare seasons
she played Juliet, Lady Macbeth, Portia,
Rosalind and Beatrice. She has acted
opposite other famous men, including
Alec Guinness, Robert Donat, Emlyn
Williams and Eric Portman,

Her tour of Scotland is arranged by
the Scottish Committee of the Arts
Council.

—_————

Soccer Fixtures

The following are the remaining
Pattison Cup League fixtures—

To-morrow (Saturday) — Helmsdale
United v. Golspie Sutherland, Lairg
Rovers v. Dornoch, Bonar-Bridge v.
Brora Rangers.

November 5—Brora v. Lairg, Golspie
v. Dornoch, Helmsdale v. Bonar-Bridge,

November 12 — Bonar-Bridge v. Dor-
noch, Lairg v. Helmsdale, Brora v,
Golspie.

November 19—Golspie v. Helmsdale,
Dornoch v. Brora, Lairg v. Bonar-
Bridge.

Golspie scorers. Pryde had Brora’s
consolation goal from the penalty spot.
Teams—

Golspie Sutherland—W. Murray; T.
Macrae and W. Henderson: A. Mac-
gregor, I. Macrae and I. Macdonald:
D. Jack and A. Matheson; A. Macrae;
A. Fraser and J. Mackay.

Brora Rangers — W. Innes; I. Mac-
leod and S. Ross: G. Macleod, J. Innes
and D. Macleod: D. Fraser and D.
Pryde; D. Brown: D. Gunn and N.
Brown,

Referee—W. N. Manson (Torboll).

All Square

Bonar-Bridge 2, Lairg Rovers 2.
Lairg Rovers surprised their oppon-
ents by sharing the points in this Pat-
tison Cup League match at Ardgay last
Saturday. Rovers, who held the whip-
hand in the first half. led 2-1 at the
interval, their first goal being converted

POSITION OF THE CLUBS
P, W, . D. F

L . . Pts.
Helmsdale .5 5 0 O 35 4 10
Bonar-Bridge5 3 1 1 13 13 7
Dornoch .5 2 3 0 8 19 4
Golspie ,.. 4 1 2 1 11 8 3
Lairg Rovers 3 0 1 2 3 12 2
Brora Ran, .4 0 4 0 6 20 0

by a Bonar defender. A. Matheson had
the other.

The Bonar-Bridge goals were scored
by Oates. Teams:—

Lairg Rovers—I. Macleod; D. Mathe-
son and D. Macleod; I. Ross, H. Mac-
donald and D. Snody; I, Fraser and A,
Matheson; W. Mackay; H. Jack and H.
Macnab.

Bonar-Bridge—A. Ross; D. MacpheT.
son and A. Meiklejohn; J. Munro J.
Campbell and A. -Campbell; A. Sinclair
and L,- Macdonald; J. Urguhart; D.
QOates and C. Forbes,

Referee—D. Macleod, Brora.

’Dale’s Hard Fight

Dornoch 2, Heimsdale United 3.

DORNOCH made a very commend-

able effort to halt the victorious
march of Helmsdale United in this
Pattison Cup League match at the
Meadows Park, Dornoch, last Saturday.
Indeed, it was only in the last five
minutes that United scored the decid-
ing goal. so that was how near Dornoch
¢ame to making a name for themselves.
The score was 2-1 in Helmsdale's
favour at the interval.

United complained that whenever
their forwards got on the move their
advance was held up by the referee
blowing them up for offside. That was
certainly frustrating, but surely the
referee was not always wrong.

Beaton, Jappy and John Sutherland
scored for Helmsdale and Christy
Fraser and Mackintosh for Dornoch
Teams— )

Dornoch—R. Mackay: W, G. Mackay
and A. Maedonald; D. Macleod, D.
Bethune and D. Balfour: S. Mackenzie
and A. Mackay; C. Fraser; A. Grant
and M. Mackintosh.

Helmsdale United—R. Sharpe; J. Sin-
clair and S. Cowie; John Sutherland, I.
Innes and K. Sutherland; T. Mackay

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

ROGART STATION
Glasgow, 20th Octcber.
SIR. — Rogartians must have noted
with rueful surprise that the reader
who writes, “I now feel relieved that
my train no longer stops there
(Rogart),” bears the surname Murray.

This British Railways apologist shouid
think again. That body's policy of
wholesale contraction is inconsistent
with performing a truly national ser-~
vice. It must begin to think and act
on positive lines.

Wilfred Taylor. who makes so many
perceptive entries in his famous “Log.”
has never written to better Jurpose
than in pleading Rogart's cause. He has
long been a staunch advocate of 2
moderate measure of devolution for
Scotland. It is inconceivable that the
plight of small, defenceless communities
like Rogart could be worse if Scottish,
and particularly Highland, affairs were
dealt with by a sub-Parliament in Edin-
burgh, Yours, etc—J.R.

IR, — Mr Hugh Macpherson’s letter
L2 in your valuable paper of October
14 will interest many throughout the
world.

Mr Wilfred Taylor’s letter was 2
masterpiece and the spirit of the letter
in such beautiful, plain language, would
be understood by even a child. No “dog-
eared” dictionaries for him.

It is unfortunate that some people
write most excellent literary efforts,
but are so short of the facts that they
are useless,

Rogart station had 5000 passengers
last year, but gets closed, yet look at
the stations that remain open. In
Caithness, Altnabreac, with nothing but
Jqnoors and desolation — and a Reay
station—no passengers. In Argyll, Gor-
ton—there, indeed, there is no church,
no monastery, no dector, no shop—yet
we find a railway station, and, of
course, no passengers. A symbol? — it
must be.

Surely in these times of atomic energy
something could be done to relieve our
fellowmen from a life that is one con-
stant vigil, in places that are unfit for
human habitation unless ome loves &
life of absolute solitude.

British Railways must have many
more such places. Why not do some-
thing about such uninhabited places
before closing stations like Rogart?

The tractor is our only dependable
means of travel meantime—no wonder
the ponies are overworked. Yours, etc,
—A. M.

———

Dounreay Scientist

Killed on Road

A DOUNREAY scientist was killed
and two men and a woman were
seriously injured when a car and =2
bus were in collision near Lybster last
Tuesday. .

Killed was Dr George Maclennan, 134
Pennyland Drive, Thurso, a 28-year-old
senjor scientific officer at Dounreay
atomic station. A native of Dingwall,
he was a married man with one son.

The injured, also employed at Doun-
Teay, were taken to Dunbar Hospital,
Thurso. They are Mr Alexander Simp-
son (24), chemist and Mrs Simpsonr
(24)  haemotologlist, 47 Heathfield Road,
Thurso, and Mr Edwin Morris (28),
chemist, 20 Calder Drive, Thurso, Mrs
Simpson was driving the car.

The bus driver and passengers
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OUR READERS' VIEWS ON TWO SCHOOL ROLL OF|  FROM

“BURNING” TOPICS

ROGART STATION
Caithness.

IR,—What on earth has come over
»2 Charles Murray since he left Muie?
His latest essay into print on the rail-
way issue, at a time when a concerted
effort is being made to have Rogart
station reopened, is. lo say the least. in
very bad taste and an act of disloyalty
to his native parish. If there had been
no Rogart there might well have becn
no Charles Murray, and what a loss

that would have been to Enghsh
literature and to modern journalism in
particular!

We know that Rogart has no doctor,
no joiner, no tailor (it does have at
least one weaver, Charles), and that it
is minus a lot of other things. including
an adeguate bus service. But is that
any reason why it should be denied the
use of its raliway station? Railways
are not yet in the category of scythes—
although cven those implements come
in handy at times, even yet.

The farce of the whole thing. of
course, is that the station is slill there
tand will probably remain there) with
some, \f not all, of its staff, and that
the train often slows down almost to
stopping poinl as it passes through
silently, stenlthily, almost surrep-
titiously (can a train blush?), carrying
the Rogart passengers to Lairg or
Golspie.

The last time I passed there I could
have taken a chance and stepped off,
but being an honest sort of chap 1 went
on to Lairg and paid £1 for a hire
back to Pattentrail. M

It is simply delightful to have found
in Charies Murray a man who would
gladly accept that sort of thing in the
cause of cconomy and acceleration.
Economy ? One wonders just how much
is being saved by the closing of stations
—I would be prepared to say that it is
very little, and even the modicum which
may be saved will almost certainly be
frittered away in other directions.

But is it just a question of economy?
Surely one must consider the question
of service to the public. Take, for
example. another Government Depart-
ment, the Post Office. They have
erected (and are conlinuing to erect),
at considerable cost, telephone booths
jn numerous isolated situations, often
in districts with very few householders,
where they cannot hope to reap a large
revenue, Yect there is no word of with-
drawing the facilities for that reason.
The analogy may not be a first-class
one, but it at least shows that humanity
is sometimes considered.

Did I say acceleration? Yes, a whole
half-hour on the run from Invaerness to
WicR—of course, the poor train, missing
its normal stops, has often to halt for |
longish breathers at such stations as
Brora and Forsinard!

Charles Murray, in his profound
wisdom, would seem to write off Rogart
as a sort of doomed oasis. But let me
remind him of this—there were intrepid
fighting men and women in Rogart {ong
before he was born—men who dug the

-crofts out of the hillside with their own
. hands and who stood up to “officials"

in the shape of factors; evictors and
other rough-riders. They won their
battles, more often than not.

The blood is slill there. and, at the
present time, their grandchitdren are
fighting a new form of officialdom. I
believe (led by their splendid coun-
cillor) that they will win through.

There has been a lot of talk about
symbols, but Rogart itself is a symbol,
so let us rally to her standard. And,
one last word, Charles—if you cannot
do anything to hetp the place that holds
the ashes of your forebears, for good-
ness sake don’t try to hurt her.

Yours, etc—~D. C. SUTHERLAND.

IR.—I very much doubt the wisdom
of the line he is taking, when
A.M. specifies stations which he con-
siders should have a higher priority-
placing for closure than Rogart.

British Railways, be should know by
now, will simply regard a charge of
inconsistency in this matter as an invi.
tation to make further closures; and
in thelr fight for the restoration of
their travelling facilities, the people
of Rogart. I'm sure. have no wish to
jeopardise those of other communities
like Altnabreac, or Reay, or—yes_ even
—Gorton.

Another thing., Is not AM. rather
ungracious in contemptuously dismiss-
ing as mere literary exercises the
letters from Rogart-lovers in various
parts of the country? If tho effect, as
it is clearly the intention, of these
Jetters is to encourage the people of
Rogart in their fight, why should he
eall them “useless”?—Yours, etc., MAC.

GORTON NOT A STATION!

Gorton, Bridge of Orchy, Argyll.

IR,—It might interest your corres-

pondent, “A.M.", to know that
Gorton is classified as an "“Operating
Block Post” and actually never did
vretend to the dignity of commercial
- status, although it would be but fair

men, tourists, etc., than did Rogart
prior o its having been demoted.

It is amusing, too, to read about all
those thousands of passengers sup-
posed to have been handled at Rogart
station. Amusing, that is. in the light
of that Highland Omnibuses Ltd. had
subrmitted as one of their main argu-
ments in support ofetheir recent appli-
cation to raise fares, that closures of
these Northern stations had sharply
raised their running costs on account
of their now running a greatly in-
creased mileage for the carriag: ot very
few passengers Yours, etc.—

CHARLES MURRAY.

CROFTERS’ UNION

S[R. — In dealing with the Crofters
Union your editorial of October 21
speculates on the question as to
whether the crofters’ grievances are of
local origin.

On another page the Under-Secretary
of State for Scoland goes on record as
saying that his principal impression
was of the number of ruined crofts he
had seen on his recent tour of the High-
lands.

A crofter from Badcall complains
about the lack of a water supply.
Another crofter from Helmsdale com-
plains about the composition of the
Crolters Commission. 1, as a crofter,
complain about the state of our town-
ship road. These complaints from
widely different arcas would appear to
indicate that the grievances are not
local and. in fact, that they are varied
and many.

The Under-Secretary's observation,
which, of course, reflects little credit
on the Crofters Commission, is quite an
accurate picture of the existing state
of affairs in the Highlands,

Sandy, of “The Farming News,” takes
a swipe at the Crofters’ Union and
indeed gets quite poetical about the
*pangs of birth” and “like snow falling
off the dyke,” but his rhetoric cannot
disguise the fact tpat the N.F.U. has
not and will not represent the interests
of the crofter. 1 know, on factual evi-
dence. that the farmers of Sutherland
have nothing but contempt for the
crofters and 1 specifically refer to
those on the executive of the Sutherland
area of the N.F.U.

Lairg sales are well worth some
study. There, the purpose of the
crofters seems to be to bolster up the
catalogue to allow the farmer to dis-
pose of his stock at the most favourable
hour, while in lamp-light the crofter is
left to get what price he can from the
few buyers who are left seeking bar-
gains at the crofters’ expense.

Nowhere else in all Britain would
such a state of affairs be allowed to
exist, so here, “Sandy." is a wonderful
opportunity for the N.F.U. to prove how
genuine is their desire to protect the
interests of the crofter,

The day I see a farmer bringing up
the rear end of a catalogue at Lairg
sale that day I will join the N.F.U.

Every kind of commission and panel
have had a go at sorting out the High-
land problem and atl have lamentably
failed. It is not without significance
that on alt those commissions the
crofter has been conspicuously absent.
Tt is therefore the duty of all crofters
to join the Crofters’ Unior so that,
before it is too late, they can have a
body to represent them, a body who
knows and sympatbises with their con-
ditions and aspirations. Yours, ;l(l:v.l—-

Gills, Canlsbay, Caithness.
SXR.——You still seem sceptical about
the crofters’ case against the
Orofters Commission. It is not a matter
of losing faith in the Commission-—some
of us never had any,

While one could not agree more about
the virtue of having one big union for
all agriculture (farmers and crofters)
“Gloomy Memories” still haunt the
crofter’s mind, and he fears it might be
but a cat and mouse union or like the
lady who went for a ride on the tiger's
back.

The pity is that in an age when
we split the atom, we let bitter legacies
and obsolete interests split us. It may
be noted that all the best results have
come from reforms preceded by agita-
tion, legislation and good administra-
tion. In the first Crofters Act and the
1911 Act, all three stages were abun-
dantly evident. In this last (1955) Act
all were cq icuous by their ab:
Why? “Beware of the Greeks when
they bring gifts.” Just as Dr Clark. the

champion of the first Act, lost his seat
in 1900 due 1o opposition to foreign
policy of the Boer War, the sudden and
dramatic smash of the Empire has left
our rulers with a surplus of foreign
administrators. so the unwanted
chickens are comlng home to roost.

The Commission of enguiry who pre.
ceded the Crofters Commission. left no
hope, and the Scottish Secrelary, Mr
M'Neill, who appointed them, was
nearly booed off the platform at Inver-
ness. so that the formal vole of thanks
at the end was a visible farce.

When discussing our crofting prob-
lems with M.P.s in Parliament ast
year, 1 was amazed at their want of
knowledge of the crofting class posi-
tion and social anomaties. They thought
the crofters were insured like “em-
ployed contributors” and did not know
we were on the same status as the big.
gest farmer — ‘“self-employed™ It
mcans, too, that we have no “65 pen-
sion,

With hopes 1o return to support the
cause that lacks assistance, Secretary
Munto and Commissioner 'Mackenzie
especially.—Yours, etc,, A. Matheson.

GARDENS SCHEME
Rovie Lodge,
Rogart,
IR,—Each year I have put the sum.
mary of accounts in “The Northern
Times” for the public to sce. This year
I thought it might interest people to
see what the opening of gardens has
raised in Sutherland from 1950 to 1960
l!;:r the Queen's nurses and other chari-
es,

The filgures are as follows:—1950—
£347 6/2: 1951—£206 7/1; 1952—£275
7/11; 1953—£280 12/7; 195¢—£363 4/10:
1955—£265 16/2: 1956—4£352 18/9; 1957
—£207 4/-; 1958—£344 19/1: 1959—£315
12/4; 1960—£176: making a total of
£3135 8/11 for the 11 years.

I am sorry to say that thls year we
have had to show the lowest retumn.

1 know that the weather was not in
our favour, and that it rained on about
every day there wag a garden open.

1 hope that next year pcople in Suth-
erland will do their best to come lo the
gardens and to give, and so help to
make up for the drop in income this
year. We should not leave it to the
tourists to provide most of the support.
I would like once more to thank the
garden owners, the gardeners and the
many other helpers who gave so much
of their time and energy for this
schem¢.—Yours, etc., Joyce Rawstorne
(County Organiser).

POPPY DAY
(From the Duke of Buccleuch)
23 Drumsheugh Gardens,
Edinburgh, 3
SIR.-—The collection on Poppy Day

“ (November 12) for the Eari Haig
Fund (Scotland) affords an opportunity
for showing in a practical way that the
sz_ncriﬂce§ made by those who gave us
vietory in two world wars are not
forgotten.

The fund makes no distinction of
rank, and ex-members (and their
dependants) of the Royal Navy, the
Army, the Royal Air Fcree, the Women's
Sqr\(xces and the nursing services are
eligible for help in time of need,

The British Legion Scotland receives
a grant from the Earl Haig Fund (Scot-
land) annually sufficient to cover the
cost of ils pensions and resettlement
departments which do valuable work
for ex-Service men and their widows.

I thank all those who have contributed
by gilts or service in the past and am
confident that the response to this
reminder of the debt that is owed will
be met once again in a generous spirit.

Cheques and postal orders (crossed)
will be gratefully acknowledged. These
should be made payabic 1o the Earl
Haig Fund (Scotland) and sent to me
at 23 Dr h Gardens, Edinburgh,
3. Yours, etc. — BUCCLEUCH (Presi-
dent).

BRITISH SAILORS’ SOCIETY
IR—May I. through the courtesy of
your columns, thank those of your
readers who have sent in donations to
the British Sailors’ Society In response
to the B.B.C. Television Appeal by Mr
Rikki Fulton on October 16.

No doubt there are many others who
are still thinking of contributing and in
case they have muslaid the address to
which the money should be sent. it 18—
Rikk: Fulton. British Sailors’ Society,
266 Clyde Street, Glasgow. C.1.

All gifts, both large and small. will
be gratefully received. Yours, ete.—
IVAR COLQUHOUN. of Luss (chair-

man, Scottish Committee).

Hostel Youngsters

IR,—I was interested to read your
3 report concerning week-ends at
home for school hostel children. There
will always be disparity in these week-
ends as between those whose parents
can come ang carry them off for extra
trips and those whose parents cannot.
Some schools have a fixed ruling that
children may not see their parents
during their Tirst term at school, as it

to add that. despite being so classified,

nnsettlos them. and certainly the agony

Will Applaud Here

mas and Easter. Their replies took my
breath away—a week and two days with
two week-ends; some will be leaving
home just after the New Year. Take
off the long journey home and back
under difficult conditions — and some
the ones away from home. lose almost
a day—ang still they have the biggest
part of the winter lo face on their
return.

A schoolmaster explained this mad-

County Break-up

AT September 5 last there were

2:88 school pupils in Suthey-
land, and of that nunber 1547 were
primary. 655 in junior secondary or in
first, second or third year higher grade,
gnd 170" in senior secondary years 4 to

The details were submitted to Suther-
land Education’ Committee at Lairg
recently, and the table showed that
Dornoch Academy had 57 more pupils
than Golspie Senior Secondary School.
Golspte, at 178, had rune more primary
pupils than Dornoch, but the Academy
held sway in the senjor secondary years
--181 in the first three ycars against
Golspie's 124 and 76 in the fourth, fifth
and sixth years against Golspic's 67.

Another interesting feature was that
Farr Junior Secondary School, Betty-
hill, had 20 more pupils than either
Bonar-Bridge or Lairg schools in tho
first three secondary years—51 against,
respectively. 30 and 31. But Lairg have
a primary school of 119 against Bonar's
69 and Farr's 56.

At the Sutherland Technical School,
where there is no primary department,
there arc 52 pupils in the first three
years and 27 in the fourth year.

CLYNE AND HELMSDALE

Clyne Junjor Secondary School has

194 primary pupils and 94 junior
dary and Helmsdal has 128
primary and 77 jumior secondary.

respeclive grand totals of 288 and 205.
The onty other junior secondary pupils
in the county are at Lochinver (10) and
Melness (5).

Other primary school rolls are—Stoer
(9), Drumbeg (7), Elphin (8), Lochinver
149, Assynt (6). Unapool (9), Scourie
{t13), Badcall Inchard (40), Oldshore
(20), Durine (42}, Achfary (14), Fanag-
more (10). Tongue (39), Melness (30),
Skerray (13), Armadale (6), Strathy
(27), Melvich (31), Strathnaver 11,
Halladale (23), Altnaharra (10), Kil-
donan (9), Kinbrace (10). Loth (15),
Strathbrora (7), Rogart (25), Blarich
(19), Rhilochan (9), Embo (46}, Skibo
(9), Rosehall (30), Larachan (18), and
Invershin (20).

———
HONOUR WHERE HONOUR

Recently, in our badminton report,
we referred to the good work done in
the past year by the president of the
Sutherland Association, Mr A. David-
son. But, of course, as all badminton
players in the county know, that tribute
should have gone to Mr J. R, Fraser,
Golspie. the retiring president. Mr
Davidson was appointed the new presi-
dent, and no doubt he will follow in
Mr Fraser's footsteps.

ECAUSE of their fii
the executive comm
land Nursing Associatio
without a superintenden
reported in our issue o
1910. The association's
stated, amounted to ove
Andrew Sutherland. \
47, won the caddies' golt
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Mr Robert Mackintos.
appointed science assista
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Grant, Dornoch, made
£10 10/-.

26 YEARS
ORNOCH Town Cou
number of big gam:
Captain D, T. Mackay.
Highlanders, we reporte
of November 14. 1935
Trafalgar and Balacl
commemorated 1n vario
county. The children w
to treats by the Str:
Circle,
After an operation ir

Jime for .

THE EASY €1
The easy chair was a gi
The handsomest chair |
He wrestled the otd ch:
ment,
And thanked his broo¢
replacement.
Nor could Grand Rapid
A chair that was put to
For that is where moth
And that's where the k
work’” sit.
There, sharing space *
tes,
The swain of the tee

waits.

It's the favourite nest
feline,

And every guest mak
beeline

To park in the easy ct

Is father now? In his 1

come to yo
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TAKNNG PRECAUTIONS
in the North must have
heaved igh_of reli it
s learned that there was no truth
the rumour that the foot-and-mouth
case epidemic had struck the Ding-
1l arca. The local market was closed
terdsy. but last might it was given
all clear.
jut, perhaps, it would be wise for
so conce to take all possible
-catdions, “just in case.” The diffi-
ties are tremendous, of course, but
en the consequences can be so seri-
—compensation for loss of stock is
le satisfaction for the farmer - it
uld be best to follow a policy of
fety first”
‘he reason for the British Govern-
nt policy that all infected animals
uld ke ed Is not b
v is a “killer” disease, but if it was
wed to develop it would soon
rken the country's livestock and so
‘e a consequent deleterious effect on
food production,
leanwhile, those who are inclined to
that the farming community are a
apered class should note that such
backs are liable to occur at any
e.

—

31G CAR RALLY
NEXT WEEK

utherland Included in

2000 Mile Route
THERLAND this year will be
taking a direct interest in the
«a]l  Automcbile Club’s  ninth
tish international rally whieh
ts from Blackpool next Monday and
ch will include 13 Scottish erews in
180 entrants.
‘uch of the 2064-mile event will take
e over roads in Scotland. and
terland has been included, onc of
check points being at the Suther-
I Arms Hotel, Golspie.
‘r W. R. Sutherland, Rostellan,
ipie. the well-known rally driver,
be in charge of the organisation so
as this county is concerned. Already
week such ag Miss Pat Moss (sister
itirling Moss) German, Freach and
dish drivers have been motoring n
ierland to get to know the Toute.
BIGGEST EVER

e centre from Tuesday to Thursday
. week will be Inverness.,

1is wHl be by far the biggest rally

to take in Sutherland in iks route
ites 8 motloring correspondent), with
creem of European drivers com-
18, and altogether the cars will take
» hours to pass through each. point
he way,

e Arst car 1o reach Golspie next
nesday {(November 23) is due at
n. It will arrive from Bonar-Bridge
the Loch Buie road to the Mound.
1 the route wlill be to Rhilochan via
robin Glen, Little Rogart to Rovie,
g. Rosehaill, Skiag Bridge (Inchna-
ph), Nedd, Drumbeg, Stoer, Inver-
aig_ (Lochinver) and into Ross-
» The first car is due at Sklag
go at 3.45 p.m,, and at Inverkirk-
1t 445 p.m. There will be six check
ts.

e big feature is that this event will
+ the rally championship and the
er of the Ladies’ Cup,

WARMING

e importamt paint for private
rists out 1o speetate on Wednesday.
Sutherland emphasised to a re-
T that in fairpess to the rally
rs molorists should not “clutter
the roadways ‘by parking indis-
oately, and there should certalnly
o parking within balf @ mile of
¢ Bridge and Inverkirkaig Bridge,

AUCTION SALE

of
JUSEROLD FURNMNITURE, ETC.
moved from Foundry Bank and
ningdaie for convenience of Sale)
within the
HALL, BONAR-BRIDGE
TO-MORROW
ATURDAY, 19th NOVEMBER
e includes Chesterfield Suite in
ctte. Bed-Settee Suite, 2 Wing
Chairs 1n Moquette, 8 Fireside and
Chairs, Hand Chairs, 2 Modern
R-room Suites, Draw-leaf Tables,
wnd Mahogany Sideboards, Dining
s, Occasional Tables, Tea Trolley.
ase, Display Cabinet, Hallstand,
ht Piano «n Walnut Case.
lern Bedrocom Suites in Oak, Wal-
md Mahogany, Odd Wardrobes,
mg Tables and Chests, Single and
e Beds, 2 Single Divans (com-
. 5 Axminster and other Carpets,
Carpelsng. Rugs and Mats.
. T.V. Set. Radios, Radiograms.
T and other Electric Cleaners,
Head Sewing Machine, Hoover
ng Machine, Heaters, China,
. Ladies’ and GenL’s Cycles.
Sale at 1 p.m.

NRO, MITCHELL & CO., LTD.

Auctioneers, Dingwall.

Telephone 3334/5.

MUIR OF ORD
‘AIDAY, 25th NOYEMBER

E OF FARMING MACHINERY
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Rail Paséenger Servic
They Say: Case

MASS MEETING

THE people of Rogart are 8o,

“‘furious’’ ubout the closing of
the passenger service at their railway
stalion that they have set up a fact-
finding commiltee, who will report back
to a public meeting.

And, if need be, a mass meeting will
be held to which Sir David Robertson,
M.P., and other influential persons will
be invited.

It was claimed at a mecting in Pit-
tentrail Hall, on Wednesday night of
last week, that in the name of economy
the intercsts and convenience of the
travelling public had been utterly dis-
regarded by the Brilish Transport
Commission.

GONFLICT

Mr G. M. Murray, Morvich, the local
county councillor, who was chairman,
pointed out that the Government’s
policy for the development of the
tourist industry—Rogart is part of the
development area—confiicled with the
British Transport Commissiop's deci-
sion to close down their passenger
service.

The outlook at the moment was
“rather’ gloomy.” Producing a sheaf of
oorr d on the q i Mr
Murray said, “I am afrald we &re not
making mueh headway. Our efforts 30
far have been in vain,”

Mr Murray said he had received
many letters of complaint about the
inconveniences caused by the closure
of the station, and the “unreasonable”
bus service with which they were at
present provided, They had been told
that with the closute of the station they
would get a reasonable bus service,
but what happened? Qften the bus left
Lairg before the arrival of the 'mall
train, and in many cases passengers
for Rogart had to hire a car to their
destination. That was altogether wrong,
and they should try to “hammer” this
home io the appropriate authority.

Here Mr Murray produced a leiter
which the district council bad reccived
from the Scottish Transport Users’ Con-
sultative Committee, in which it was
stated that the council’s complaint
about the bus service should have been
sent to Scottish Omnibuses, Lid “That
is the kind of reply we get,” sald Mr
Murray, “and the kind of reply one
might expect from a body who appear
to support the PBritish Transport Com-
misston's decision.” One of the mem-
bers of the consultative committee, he
added, was also a member of the Scot-
tish Tourist Board. But the consulta-
tive committee were “stifiing” what the
Tourist Board had done.

INCONVENIENCE

When the meeting was opened for
general discussion, the Rev, J. R.
Altken, Free Church Manse, instanced
the ingonvenicnce he had suffered on
the occasions he had to travel to and
from Edinburgh on church matters, “1
very much appreciate the chai ¥

1} VO rauril

.FOR THEIR RIGHTS

¢ Must Be Restored,
To Be Prepared

MAY BE HELD

whole hog, even if it means passive
resistance.”” There was nothing cvil
servants hated more than publicity, and
the people of Rogart should give their
case the fullest publicity, even if it
meant calling a mass meeting.

“Let’'s make a big noise by calling
in our M.P., and two of his colleagues
who would be willing to come, I know.
We should also get the national news-
papers interested and make az big a
‘stink’ as possible.”

“LET DOWN"

Mr J. N. Schofield, Corrylinn, Rogart,

h ht the T t C itat

‘NOT GUILTY 'OF
ASSAULT

“Fooling About” With
Butcher's Knife
“IER trial at Dormoch Sheriff
Cowrt last Tuesday, Donald
Grant (IR), apprentice butcher, 7
Brannen Terrace, Dornoch, was dound
not guiity of assaulting James Ross
Melville (1T), railway porter, 4 Gilchrist
Square. Dornoch, by stabbing him in the
face with a butcher’s knife on August
30 last. The incident was alleged to
have taken place in the back-shop of
butchers' premises at Castle Street,
Dornoch.

Mr B. S. Simpson, consultant surgeon
at the Lawson Memorial Hospital,
Golspie. said that when Melville wasg
admitted to hospital he had a wound
above the right jaw, and was suffering
from shock. The wound penelrated
through the right cheek to the mouth,
Had it been a deliberate stab it would
have penetrated much farther with such
a sharp instrument.

_‘Quesliom.:i by MrLJohn H. MeCuskie,

ug e

Users’ Committee had let them down
badly. When anybody made complaints
thelr reply was always the same, I
have discussed the matter with the
chairman, who fecls that this js not the
body to whom you should have written
at this stage”

One member of the Transport Com-
mission should be ashamed of what
was done. “If he had his heart in the
Highlands as well as his land it would
be better for us.”

Mr Schofield said the bus service was
running at a loss before the Rogart
station was closed to passengers, hut no
one knew what their losses would be
now. He suggested that they should
have a mass meeting on an all-party
platform.

Chairman — It scems terrible that
after travelllng all night {rom the
south you find that your hus from
Lajrg has left for Golspie,

Here he referred to Highiand Omni.
buses, Ltd., who were doing their best
in very difficult conditions. “We cannot
blame them, as they are always willing
to help us as much as they can."”

Mr D, Sutherland, Morness, thought

. gh, who suggested
that a deliberate stab would have been
aimed at some other part of the person,
Mr Simpson agreed that the wound was
not consistent with a deliberale stab.
Mr Simpson said that Melville had told
him that he and Grant were “fuoling
aboutl™ with a butcher's boning knife.

BONING MEAT

Melville said that when he went into
the back-shop accused and another man
(Robert Mackay) were boning meat. As
a joke a remark was made about
Grant's haircut.  They laughed, but
Grant seemed to lose his temper and
“made a dive” at witness with the knife.
Witness, on feeling the “knock™ on the
side of his face, pushed Grant back
and said, “Take it easy, man." Because
the local doctor was not available he had
to go to the chemist’'s shop for emer-
gency treatment.

Questioned by Mr McCluskie, wilhess
said he thought the stab was deliberate
at the tume, but when he left the
butcher's premises he made no com-
plaint to a constable who was in Castle
Street  Neither did he tell his father
until later. 1f accused had apologised.
witness said, he would have reggrded
the ident as an d

Beoause of lack of space, several
Letters to the Editor have had to be
held over until next week,

that {f the station had been closed for
goods @s well as for passengers, it
would not have looked so silly. They
had great hardship with the bus ser-
vice. On one occasion a visitor from
England came oft the train at Lailrg.
but she had to rejoin it because the
Lairg bus had left for Golspie. She
had to proceed to Golsple, and had to
be taken back to Rogart by ecar.
HOSPITAL PATIENTS

The Rev. J. B. Imrie, Pitfure Manse,
was firmly convinced that they should
base their appeal for the reopening of
the station on humanitarian grounds.
The crucial time was when patients
were golng into hospitals in the south,
and when they returned home. Were
the railways wmore important than
people, he asked. Had they gone into
the legal aspect of the closure? They
should find out it the British Trans-
port Commissioners were not breaking

s
efforts,” he sald. “We know how much
time and energy he has put into this
question, and We hope his efforts will
be fruitful.'

Mr Aitken went on to suggest that
the British Transpert Commission
might well allow trains to stop at
Rogart for a few minutes. They could
not lose by that. But he wonderad what
reaction there would be from Caith-
ness. “I do not think they would grudge
a three-minute stop at Rogart.”

He eould elaim to be one of the prin-
dpal users of the passenger service
so far as long distances were con-
cerned, In one year he travelled about
10 times to Edinburgh. He had to use
his car to and from Lairg, but in winter
he might get stranded because of the
condition of the roads.

Mr J. Turner, West Pittentrail,
thought they should protest as strongly
as possible. He said that last

an and taking away their
inalienable rights.

“We can fight this en our own., We
have a grand representation to-night,
from which we could form a committee
to go Into facts and ask 1o be heard
by the British Transport Commission
With the aid of the press, let us fight”

Mr Aitken—If a fight can achieve
our objective, Aght we must.

Chalrman—I am quite convinced that
two of a ztaff would give us the pass-
enger service we 3o badly need.

Two local merchants complained
about the delay in delivering perish-
able goods—such as bread—which came
by passenger train. In one case it took
24 hours to deliver bread from a pass-
enger station 10 mlles away,

Chairman—We have given this prob-
lem a very good “airing.” and I hope
this will be a step forward to success.

Ultimately the following committee

they had a balance of £75 from their
gala week. which had been arranged for
visitors. “We have one body trying’ to
encourage ‘tourism, and another body
putting an impedfment in our way.”
MIGHT BE STRANDED

Mr Mackay Mackay, Rogart, in-
stanced the case of a girl who had to
abandon her work in Golspie because
of the closure of the station and the
poor bus service. In his own ease—he
had to travel by car to Brora—he might
be stranded in Brora over the week-
end. if they had bad weather,

Mr Mackay thought that Rogart had
blundercd st the start by allowing their
case to be debated with that of Dor-
noch and Loth. “There was an onus on
us to have seen that Rogart was dealt
with separately.”

Here he said he was of the opinion
that many people—he was referring to
the consullative committee—had been
appointed 10 executive posts who konew
very little or nothing about the condi-
tions prevailing in the Highlands. Who
knew less aboui the needs of the High-
Jands than one of the members of the
British Transport Commission?

It was a disgrace that the Rogart
station had been closed, “A railway

were :—Mr G. M. Murray
(chairman), Mr Mackdy Mackay, Mr J.
Schofield. Mr D. Sutherland, the Rev.
J. R. Aitken, and Mr W. Mackenzie
(Reidchalmie).

—_—

T.A. Licence Query

IT was all wrong if a Territorial

Association had the right to run a
licensed bar in a drill hall without
coming under the jurisdicton of a
licensing court. Mr T. M. Hunter, Brora,
last Wednesday told Sutherland Appeal
Court. .
Inspector J. A. Thom. representing
the Chief Constable, said this was an
Army Canteen licence, and the law
would have to be amended before
action could be taken.

The chalrman, Mr Thomas Adam,
Golspie, agreed that the matter should
be investigated, but that was not for
the Appeal Court. The clerk (Mr D.
Macdonald) could make inquinies and
remit the question to the Licensing
Court if that was necessary. The sug-
gestion was approved. °
The Appeal Court confirmed a new
certificale previously granted by the
Licensing Court 1o Mrs Catherine Cum.

station —is —a-—necessity, and— it~ cur
PN - B - 4 ca . PO Y

Lmﬁ:g”m?esiect. of the Trentham Hotel.

Witness added that because he had
been looking at some accounts which
he had to deliver. he saw only a slight
movement on accused’s part— then he
felt the knife going through his cheek.
Witness denied that when Grant tried
to grip his hair he moved his head away
and struck the knife which was in
Grant's left hand.

Asked why he had told the doctor
they were “fooling about” and why he
did not complain o the constable about
the incident, witness did not reply.
Asked why he had changed his mind
and made a report to the police, witness
said the doctor suggested that the
malter ought to be reported !o the
police. He had na ill-will or animesity
against accused as they had been
friends since childhood.

Mr Simpson. who was later recalled
in the case, denied that he had sug-
gested the police should be brought in.

Robert Mackay said that it was he
who had made the remark about
accused’s haircut when Melville came
into Lhe back-shop. He did not pay
much attention to what accused and
Melville were saying or doing. The
tirst he knew of any injury was when
be saw Melville with his hand to his
face. In witness's opinion nothing hap-
pened wbich could have been regarded
as an assault

JOKE ABOUT HAIRCUT

Accused’s explanation was that when
the joke had been made about his hair-
cut, he turned round to Melville and
said, “How would you like your hair
cut 7" Witness made to grip Melville's
hair, and the borung knife in his left
hand must have accidentally penetrated
his cheek. "I got a fright and walked
away,” said accused. He denied that
he deliberately struck Melville with the
knife.

Cross-examined, accused said that the
knife must have come in contact with
Melville's cheek whein he pulled his
head away. He denied that he had lost
control of himself.

The fiscal (Mr G. A. Mackenzie) said
this was g case surrounded with con-
srderable difficultv. He was not dis-
puting anything further than a moment-
ary action by the accused. It was in-
comprehensible how he could have lost
his  temper. as Melville had been
accused's friend since their schooldays

- TRIBUTE TO

Remembrance Day S

iy Sutherlund last Sunday were
held in fine weather, with the winter
sun shining warmly, as the uniformed
services and the public gathered round
the village memorials to pay tribute to
the fallen in two world wars.

There was a very good turm-out of
British Legion members and ex-Ser-
vicemen at Dornoch, The parade, from
the Square to the War Memorial, was
headed by a full colour party of the
British Legion.

The service at the Memorial was con-
ducted by the Rev. F. H. Fulton, minis-
ter of Dornoch Cathedral.

Also on parade were members of
Dornoch Town Council and represen-
tatives of the Bench and Bar, and for
the first time the local platoon of the
Army Cadet Force were present under
the command of Lieut. A, Macdonald.

At the end of the service the lament
was played by Pipe-Major Kcenneth
Macrae and Piper James Duff, Wreaths
were laid at the base of the Memorial
by Captain C. M'Hardy (for the British
Legion), by Miss J. 1. C. Chisholm (for
the Town Council) and by Cadet James
Melville (for the A.CF.).

Later, for the parade to the Free
Church, the Legion and A.C.F. were
joined by Girl Guides. Cubs and
Brownies. The scrvice was conducted
by the Rev. J. R. Aitken, Rogart.

At Bonar-Bridge the service was
conducted by the Rev. A, W. Mackinnon,
Creich Church of Scotland. and on
parade were the British Legion (under
Major W. Heath) and contingents from
the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and

DUKE OF SUTHERLAND

HE Duke and Duchess of

SutHeriand wiil not be at Dun-
robin next summer if the castie is
fet, but they hope to spend a
holiday at Tongue House, as the
Duks Indicatsd when he spoks at
Tongus Hali eartier this year,

Browntes. All then paraded to the
church, where a special service was
conducted by Mr Mackinnon, while Mr
W. Bain read the lesson.

At Brora the service was conducted
by the Rev. John B. Clarke, Clyne
Church of Scotland. and also present
was Father John Cunningham. The
local company of the 11th Battalion Sea-
forth Highlanders were on parade,
under their commander., Major Duncan
Macdonald. and also present was Lieut,
Michael Seott,

Praise was led by Mr H. A. Ross and
the choir of Clyne Parish Church.

There were wreaths from the Terr!-
torials, Brora branch of the British
Legion and Sutherland Wool Mills,
There was & large attendance,

The British Legion parade of ex-
Service men at Golspie was under the
command of Mr John Melville, and the
service was conducted by the Rev.
Robert C. Alston. Mr R. M. Baddon,
British Legion president, and Mr J. R.
Fraser, a member of committee, laid a
wreath at the memorial. The lament
was played by Piper L. Leitch,

The service at Lochinver War Memo-
rial was conducted by the Rev. Angus
Mackenzie, Church of Scotland, and
the praise was led by Mr A. M. Ross.
The Legion wreath was laid at the base
of the Memorial by Mrs A. M. Ross.

In the evening there was a Pparade
of Girl Guides, Brownies and Cubs to
the chureh, where there was a service
of remembrance conducted Mr
Mackenzie. The retiring collection was
for the Earl Haig Fund.

At Lairg there was a much larger
gathering of the general public than
in previous years at the War Memorial,
when the short service. culminating
with the Two Minutes Silence, was
conducted by the Rev. Finlay Macleod.
Church of Scotland.

The parade. which gathered In the
school playground. had the smallest
number of British Legion members and
ex-Service men ever secn at a stmilac
parade in Lairg,

This was. howcver, to some extent,
counteracted by the junior organisa-
tions who turned out, in almost full
strength. The Girl Gmndes werc under
Miss A, Gray (Divisional Comm/s-
sioner). Mrss Leed (captain) and Miss
I. Ross t(Lieutenant) The Brownies

HERE were over 4350 entries for
the Sutherland cagebird show
at Golspie rccently, and this event
must now be one of the best for num-
bers and quality in the country.
Against strong opposition, which in-
cluded competitors from as far south
as Fife, local fanciers did very wel}
indeed. and once agamn Mr J. A.
Stevens, Doll, emphasised his claim to
fame in the budgerigar world by ex-
hibiting the best bird in the show, He
won three trophies In this seciion. Mr
W. Macleod, Golspie. the society chair-
man, also distinguished himself in the
_novice_ class.

In the canarv classes Mr A, Mac.

OVER 450 ENTRIES AT COUNTY
CAGEBIRD SHOW

Most Points for Glosters. R, Mackin-
tosh Cup—A. Macdonald.

Fife Fancy. Sutheriand  Society
Shield—W, Lumsden. Kirkcaldy..

Lizard, N. Mackay Cup—G. Slorach,
Brora.

Best young canary tlocal). H.
donald Shield—A. Macdonald.

BUDGER!GARS

Best in Show, A. Stevens Memorial
Rose Bowl—J. A, Stevens, Brora.

Best any age. Society Cup — J. A.
Stevens.

Breeders’ Classes Mrs
Cup—J Campbetl, Thurso _
- Novice.— Sociely -~ Cup—W. M'Leod,
Golspie. .

Mac-

Macdonaid

REMEMBRANCE DAY services |

TWO WORI
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THIZ: NORTHERN TIMES,

Breeding
Bird

chanye-over from free range
tensive housing of breeding
‘s on deep litter has, luckily,
sided with greatly increased
sledge of the feed require-
ts of the breeding bird.
‘ock awners, to-day, are not
:fied unless  hatchability
hes at least 80Y, of the eggs

Such figures, # 13 now
ised, cannot be achieved
w88 the breeders ration con-
s adequote amounis of no
er than 13 vitamins and 5
serals.
‘uperbra. Breeders Rations
ltain the full complement of
ntial minerals and vitamins
addition, of course, {0 a
per balance of proteins and
holydraics.

SAL

A. MELVILLE
MBER, GAS & HOT WATER
FITTER, ETC.
3EST MATERIALS AND

WOBKMANSHIP
CIMATES — NO OBLIGATION
SPIE MELNESS

Talephone GOLSPIE 131

'HN B. SWANSON
ST END, CASTLETOWN

CAITHNESS
iding and Sfating Contractor

.E FIREPLACES
L-NIGHT BURNING FIRES
ATES

OCKS
felophone CASTLETOWN 1267

SUTTAR AND BRUCE
Contractors
\RNABY LANE (OH Righ Streat)
THURS O
ors will he carefully earried out
to Customers’ Satlsfaction.
can Contact Us with Confidence
? Materials and Workmanship.
ESTIMATES GIVEN,
THURSO as3

1 QINRIE2 _ Cuitahla intendne.

NEW BRIDGE AT
BALNACOIL

Actual Site Not Yet

Settled

THLY had not committed them-

selves in any way as to where'
the proposed bridge for vehicular
traffic was to be built at. Beloacoil,
on the Gor road, the
parishes of Rogart and Clyne, the
County Council were assured at Lairg
last week.

At Balnacoil there is a ford for tratfic
and a suspension bridge for pedes-
triang but when the river Brora is high
motorists cannot get across, and in

summer this is especially annoying for to

tourists.,

At the councll's October meeting
plans and designg ~* two bridges were
submitted by a firm of mmulhng
engineers. One, which was slaled in
the to be above™
the existing foolbrldge. was estimated
to cost £17,600 and t.hg second, farther
upstream, to cost £19,800,

cHAI.I.ENGED

Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore, chal-
lenged the October minutes which said
that the council had approved the
scheme for a crossing “immediately
above" the footbridge, There was no
such resolution or agreement, said Mr
Whittet.

Major J. H. Weir, Golspie, com-
mented that he had been assured that
nothing would be done untijl Mrl Tyser

Gor h) wa “L
- the county clerk's office the
day afterwards {after an inspection on
the site) and the clerk was away.
spoke to Mr Rodger (the assistant)
and he said it was not definitely agreed
where the pridge would be and that the
Department were being asked about
whether a grant would be forthcoming.”

Mr A. M. Ross, Brora—Both estates
are involved (the Sutherland Eslalc is
the other one).

The Rev. William Macleod, convener,
sid there were two schemes — one
above and one below. “My uynderstand-
ing is we agreed to the lower scheme,
1 do not know what the other members
think.”

Mr G. M. Morrison, Bonar-Bridge—
! underswod we agreed to the lower

Mr G. Fraser, Dalchiel—I really don't
think it,

Major R. Donaldson, Eddrachilles™—
We did say that of the two it would be
the lower one,

Mr Whitlet—We did not agree that
the bridge to be built would be above
the existing footbridge,

Mr Rodger said that his recollection
was that of the two schemes the coun-
cil's preference was for the lower one.

TWO STEPS TO BE TAKEN

Mr Whitlet — That is quite agreed,
but there was no definite decision about
location.

Mr Rodger—I am prepared Lo accept
Mr Whittet's suggestion that there was
no actual site for the bridge. We had
to discover if there was to be any grant
and we had to negotiate with the pro-
prietors.

Convener—There is nothing in this
minute contradicting that view.

The mioute stated, “The council. after
dixussion agreed to approve the

the s for
a crossinu immediately above the foot-
bridge, @t an estimated cost of £17,600,
ang instructed the county clerk to sub-
mit the h the Priate
Department for approval.”

Mr Whittet — The council bave ap-
proved here a scheme “immediately
above” the lootbndze and (o submit jt
for approval to the Depariment.

Comvener—We had two plans and we
agreed 1o the second plan, at £17,600.
It does not matter where it was,

Mr Morrison—Definitely.

Convener—You object to the words
“immediatcly above?

FEAR

Mr Whittet—1 don't even want them
out. But the first step was to consult
the proprictors. If they do not agree
you will be in the position of having
approved this thing and not be able to
carry on with it unless you have a
compulsory order.

Convener—Leave out the word “im-

PP

mediately”. ‘The plan was above the
footbridge. We adopted the second
plan.

Mr Whittet —Put “adjacent to" and
that will leave you clear.

Convener—I have no objection. And
there is no harm in asking the Depart-
ment if they will agree to the plan.

It was agreed thaot the word “near”
should be substituted for the words
“immediately above”.

Mr Rodger faid that nothing had been
done to commit themselves in any way.
‘The Department only wanted the coun=
cil's observations.

D —— ————
DEFENCE SCHEME
Sgt. 1. Macleod, the civil defence
officer, told Sul.herland County Council
last week that he was formulating a
scheme whereby. in the event of an
emergency, members of the corps could

be turned out efficiently. He would

vosttira the ronneil'e nermiceinn  and
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REOPEN

ROGART STATION.

READERS SAY

{Ta the Editor, “The Northern Times")
Argyll.

SIR.—I have bem Interested in the
to the closi
of Rogart Station 1o passenger service.

It is averred that this strange step
was taken in the interests of economy.
Of all that has been said or writlten
I have not yet been able to find even
a vestige of proof that such economy
bas, in fact, been effected

The train runs through Rogart station
—from the North and {rom the South—
and for a stop of 3 minute of two at
Rogart stytion, to.give what appears
be a very necessary service, should
not in any way interfere with economy
—rather should it help it. even il pas-
sengers are not always in hum

Had the train service terminated
somewhere south of Rogart, then there
might be some substance in the argu-
ment for ecanomy.

It must be nauseating to passengers
destined for Pitfure or Pittentrail to
find they are being rushed past their
destination on to Golspie or Lairg, as
the case may be,

According to the report of the meet-
ing helq ‘recently in Rogart various
concrete reasons were given for the
restoration of a passenger service which
was snatched from the grasp of the
people — probably without any pre-
vious consultation as to whether such
a step was justifiable.

It seems cold comfort came from v.he

lrouble is l.ha'. there are lar too many
committees and kindred bodies in being
to-day — - some o( which may well be
lor that arise,
and in which they are later called to
arbitrate.
Strafige, too, is the fact that the pas-
senger service is withdrawn while a
goods service is being d. Thig

tatorship, or Hitlerism, call it what

one will.

Dictatorship certainly does not, lie
in the rebellious spirit which causes the

Rogart people to fight for their jus
tights, although to Charles Murray il

seems to appear as an ogre on the
horizon, evidently beeause It dares to
question, the decision of his beloved

British Railways,

No doubt, the same was said some-

where when somebody had the effron.
tery to question Criche} Down.
Mr Murray refers to the roads lead

ing into Rogart. 1 admit 1 was not

aware that these are such “death.

THEY MIGHT GET
PIPED WATER

Cheap Labour Scheme
EMOTE areas where the resi-
1 dents cannot get a piped water
t | supply becruse of the cost may be
helped 1o acquire this amenity !hrough
the International Valuntary Service.
At the County Council meeting at

letter from the service's secretary, wheo
- | stated, “The only work we have so far
undertaken in the Highlands (in con-
- ! junction with the Highlands Voluntary

.Development Association) was clearing

- hand remaking choked stone drains in |-
tracks” as he says, nor that there had
been at one time @ scheme to widen

the pasturelang of a crofting com-
muoity.

Lairg last week there was submitted a |-

them. I do knmow, however, that there
was a fine scheme about 1938 to put a
new road across the notorious Berrie-
dale Brae in Caithness, but Berriedale
Brae is still as it was (in spite of
Dounreay and John O'Groats), except
for some comparatively minor improve.
ments this year. Wha! stopped the
major scheme? The war, of course,
just as it. no doubt, stopped the Rogart
scheme, But that was not the fault of
the Caithness people no more than it
was the fault of the Rogart people, and
any “frustrating maladministration or
gross neglect” cannot be laid at their
doors. And surely, if the roads are
such “death-tracks” that is all the
more reason why the railway should
remaln open.

Now, Mr Murray, you say the rail-
way station should remain closed. In
other words, it doesn't matter much if
Rogart dies off. But Is that a fair atti-
tude? Surely, Mr Murray, a man of
your ability, with many ties binding
you to Rogart, instead of being so
fatalistically “destructive,” should pro-
pound some allernative scheme of a
constructive nature which would give
Rngan a satisfactory answer to the

was rightly pointed out at the meeting.
I don’t think it would take an intel-
lectual genius to devise a plan whereby
a passenger and goods service might
be incorporated in

It jis gratilying to learn that the
inhabitants of Rogart are taklng up the
cudgels to do battle for what ig plainly
their rights. If this imposition is
allowed to go unchailenged, it mlghl
well prove to be the spawn which,
given the required incubation 'period.
will produce the octopus which would
do much to bring about another Hign-
land Clearance.

I notice that a correspondent in your
issue of November 25 last asks some
questions which he seems to hold as
relevant to the present controversy,
As concerning the absence of a resident
arm of the law in Rogart, it these
duties are discharged from head-
quarters, surely it can be safely
assumed that the citizens of Rogart
are law—abldxng and that the present
systern ig working satisfactorily. Other-
wise, I should imagine that proper
steps would be taken, similar to those
taken over the passenger service.

The same should apply to the medical
or other services, if not functioning to
satisfaction. I think the recently ap-
pointed committee are well able to deal
efficiently with the present problem,
and 1 hope their worthy dfons wﬂl
ultimately be rewarded by
Yours, etc—~DONALD G. MACKENZIB

Caithness, 28/11/60.

IR—Charles Murray would liss
@ll srguments in favour ~¢ re-
opening Rogart station as humanitarian
or compassionate, That view is, of
course, far from being the complete
truth, but granting that it is partly
correct, surely one must give due con-
sidlerallon to t.hese attributes,
f

are to
be sct aside completely and trodden
underfoot, and an organisation like
British Railways can ride rough shod
over every argument and plea put
before them, surely that way lles dic-

which have been thrust upon
her You could yet be Rogart's saviour.
—Yours, ctc. D. C. SUTHERLAND.
Gortlon, Bridge of Orchy.
Argyll.

IR;—Your correspondent, * ‘A.M.",
mnsquoted me-by insisting that in
my previous letter I had stated that “as
a rallwayman"” 1 regretied having had
publicly to opine that the withdrawal
of passenger facilities from Rogart
station was fully justiied. What 1 did
write was that for me to "have opined
otherwise, would be to belie the salient
facts involved. as well as besmirch my
loyalhes as a rauwayman of over 30

years' standing . .

Without doubt, that 1 am fully eon.
versant with these facts, plus having
adjudged them so equitably, is obviously
one good reason why “AM.,"” so imper.
tinently insists that my place in this
controversy is the neutral corner, As
also does it indicate how crack-pot and
untenable is the argument that must
needs be sheltered from ¢he merest
breath of withering factual eriticism.

But who, in any case, {s this “AM."
who takes it upon himself (or herselD
to direct as to who, or who should net,
participate (with your own impartial
and courteous permission, Mr Editor)
in any controversial subject of public
interest that may find jts way into your
columns?

And with which laughable query, let
me on this bid a most resp
ful Au Rewoir'—Yours. efc.,

CHARLES Y.

to undertake at various times,
which has, for one Teason or another,
rot proved possible, includes road and
footpath improvement and repairs to a
pier.

AT

“Other work which we have offered

SIR ROBERT'S PLAN
“On the occasion of a visit I paid to

the offices of the Crofters’ Commission,
in Inverness, a year or two ago, Sir
Robert Urquhart himself suggested that
there would be many small settlements

in the North-west without a piped water

supply for whieh we might undertake
the piping of the supply down the
mountainside to a central point from

which crofters or cottagers could them-

selves undertake individual extensions.

*1 hope this gives you some idea of

the kind of services we could render
to the crofting counties.
well be many another job which would
be within our capabilities, always pro-

There may

vided that the bulk of the work is of a
non-technical nature and that whatever
technical knowledge was required
would be provided by yourself, since we

just cannot guarantee to have skilled

people avajlable cxactly at the right
time.”

Major R. Donaldson, Eddrachilles,
thought it was a very sound proposal if
they could find the means of utilising
these people. They could preparc such
as trenches for laying water pipes,

ASSURANCE
Mr D. R. Fasham, water engineer,

said he thought Major Donaldson was
on the right lines. These people might
be used for those areas which other-

wise would not get a water supply.
“But if they were to be used on a
scheme which the council knew was
going ahead there would be complaints
from local contractors and local people
who might fear they would lose work.

“The point is this would help schemes
which would be impossible if we did
not get this cheap labour. There would

be no question of local people being
deprived of work.”

He would take up
the matter with the Crofters Commis-
sion,

D(;rnoch Butchers
Pay Top Price

Dingwall auction market last
week J. Grant and Sons, the Dor-

noch butchers, .bought fat steers at the

top price of £0 1/- per cwt.

At the dispersal sale of the Balna-
gore (Fearn) dairy berd J. Grant and
Sons, for their Cuthill farm, bought
Ayrshire bulling heifers at £53. The
overall average af cows and heifers was
approximately £85.

Caithness N.F.U. and Crofting Problems

THE Crofting Problems Comomittee of
the Caithness National Farmers’
Union have agreed that revision of the
Crofters Act, 1955, is nccessary to in-
clude the owner-occupiers as crofters
under the Crofters’ Commission, but
they are of opinion that. in general, the
povwers given in '.he 1955 Act to the
issi are

The committee, who met in Thurso

recently, expressed some anxiety at the

A visit to

CUNNINGHAM’S
Gift and Joy Fair

Solves Your Xmas

WALK ROUND AND INSPECT OUR HUGE
STOCK OF CHRISTMAS GOODS
Our Stock of Quality Toys includes:—
DINKY and SUPERTOYS (150 Modeis)

CORG1 and SPOT-ON TOYS

Shopping Problems
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use made of the Department of Agri-| Rel

culture by the Commission, as the De- | Hel
partment were very considerable land.
owners. With the best will in the world,
a landlord and his factor must be biased

in their approach to certain matters, Xm
The mecting concluded by expressing
the opinion that the Comml should
make even greater use of their present
powers and show by their energy and

drive that they really meant to revital- [

{se the crofling counties. xXm;

Gitt

UO!KERS th.h _sewing machines | xpm.
covers,
Regular work guaranteed, Apply,

enelosing sae, Dept. 33, Aroold | THE

Company, 1@ Shelley Road, Worthing, )

Susgsex. )
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