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N O FORMAL CEREMONY AT 
RAIL CLOSURE 

GUILDS WOMEN 
AT KINBRACE 

"Echo M e etin s;!" 

But Dornoch Turns Out 
Sad Farewell To Little 

To Say 
Train 

QN t;~d~eu~=y e~~~f,~~~~~id:W~~:~ 
from most parts o{ the Oornoch Pres­
byterial Council converged on KlnbraCe 
for their Echo meeting. 

O:,; Ei coulJ ho)·,lly report thnt 
t\l('re wn~· wm\mg mH\ gnn.shmg 

of t ee th when Mr Tom Fraser, of 
1 EmbO, drove the L.1st train oul of Oc-r­

noch railway station. at 1.15 last Satl1r­
day aCL'!rnoon. but there was genuine 

who is r<-tired. 1s a son of the l::i. te 
~rovost William Sutherland, who was a 
draper. 

There about iO were most hospitably 
entertained by the ten keen and hard­
working members o{ Kinbrnce Guild. 
some or whom live up lo eight mites 

s •fu;r~;isth;~~h~~:1a;agr~~~c l~~ela:~ 
The• Mound. It was a pity, many 

r thought. that Lhcre was no formal 

Y ce:J~
0
~~rge Sim, the stationmaster. 

t.. was delighted to see the town turning 

Mr Sinclair, who lives with his wife 
at L1ttle(erry. Golspie, is ,a r eti red rail­
wayman who .worked at The Mound as 
a porler-si~nalmall bcfOl'e going to 
Golspie st..at\on. where he worked for 30 
years. He retired about 10 y.ears aJCo. 
He, too, was determined, to make the 
last ' journey on the old puffer. He's 
going to miss the t,ain which passed in 
sight of his home at Littleferry . 

But it was Mrs Sinclair (Bertha Ma~­
kayl. who had the most interesting 
story to tell. The couple live at Mrs 
Sinclair's fnmily home. When she W9.s 
a young girl she helped 'her father 
(Donald), who aperated the ferryboat 
there. 

from Kinbrace itself. 
Mrs Mann, Golspie, ;presided. .and 

the devotions were led · by Mr 
Pallitt, an Aberdeen Divinity student, 
who Is acti11g minister for part of the 
summer vacation. Kinbrace Guild pre­
sident. Miss Mathieson. was at the 
organ of the crowded little church, and 
Miss Campbel( gave the Bible reading. 

Mrs Mann referred in sympathetic 
terms to the loss Kinbrace Guild and 
parish had suffered by the dca lh ot 
their minister, Mr Henderson. 

out so solidly !or the occasion. He 
5 rePorled that 183 pasengers had bought 
h tickets and he calculated that there 
,- would •be u pwards of 150 left on the 

plt1Uorm to wave "fare-well". Of course, 
the lOst run, actually, of locomotive 

n No. 1646 was from The Mound to Dor­
o noch later in the afternoon. 
n RAINY AFTERNOON 
,e Appropriately enough, petha-ps, it 
,t was a miserably wet afternoon. and 
·e indeed such were the conditions when 
3 this branch line was fi rst. opened op 

June 2, 1902. 'When the little train of 
rn three- coaches rc\.urncd from \he Mound 

the passengers were fOTtunatc. for there 
!I' had been torrenUal rain just before they 
·n reached Dornoch, and then the weather 
to cleared. Two extra coaches had been 
·h put on to meet the demand for seats. 

Naturally, it was an e,cciting day for 
those people who had · also travelled on 

y the first day ot the Hoe's opening. So 
d fa-r as one could gather there were six 
·e or them there Jast Satureffiy-Mrs W. M. 
,e Macdonald (Elmbank) . Mrs Mary Mac­
IC leod (Torranroy) , Mli;s Lilah Mackin-
1y tosh. Mis~ Mary Ann Bridgeford, Mr 
~r Archie Sutherland and Mr GeOrge 

Sinclair. 
Mrs M'i\cdonald, who \s 84. is ::i Cormer 

1c treasurer of Dornoch Town Council. 
She regarded the closinJt: of the branch 

,r 

- "line as the march of progress. She 
~ was determined to be ''in on" the his ­

toric occasion last S..i.htrday so thnt she 
could say she was there at the begin­
ning -and -at the end. 

n di,::!~ior~~c:~~ldw~~~~o;~u~~~h~i~,H~ 
way, said, "We . were so proud of our 
railway. It did so much to establish 
Dornoch as a prosper01..:s seaside ancf 
golf resort. and so much ror local trade. 
1 just can 't believe its uselulness is 
finished. lt is a crying shame to see- it 
allowed to clic."' 

SH E WA S THERE 
Mrs M.-.cleod was proud of the fact 

th-at she had travelled on the very Orst 
_ train out of Dornoch on June 2. 1902-

that was the one that carried all the 
oUicials. She was also et the cutting 
or the first sod when the venture was 
started. · 

Miss Bridgeford. Who is 88. looked 
n(ter the bookstall on Oornoch station 
for 20 years . A native of Dornoch. she 
lives at St Barr's. Her father was an 
tnsoector or p0lice in Dornoch. 

Mr Archie Sul.herland. High Street. 

YOUR SPAR E TIM E has a Cash v a tuo 
when you -arc a Dyson and Horsfall 
Chrislma-s Club org-:rniser. Free- ~ifts 
and many other benefits. as well as 
good c:i.~h profits . Write to-day for 
full details to Dvson -;11\d Horsfall Ltd 
<Dept. 2991, P.O. Box No. l00. Aque­
duct Mills, Preston, Lanes. 

HOOVER-
a FREE demonstration 
in your home! 

.'\rail .,·011r:,;elf n( thi-. womlerful 
opporl1111it,v of hadng HOOVER 
lubour s1\,·iug electrical equipment 
tlemoni:;. trnte<l free of chtlrge right. 
in your own home. All you require 
to 'do is to complete and cut out 
the coupon below nnd post in an 
envelope Lo our nearest branch. 

Don't ,lelny-do it tod:iy ! 

Juni~r Cleaner-£24.4.1 

Washing Machine Mark 11 1. 

(without heater)-£51 

Dustette-£8.19.6 

constellation cieaner-£1 8 

Eler.trir. Pnlisher-f.?4.1R 11 

LINK V(ITH SKELBO 
"We depended on the Dornoch t rain 

in those days to bring heavy goods such 
as oatmeal to Skelbo station. We went 
across in the ferryboat to collect our 
goods. But when l.he terry closed down 
we had to go to Golspie to shop," said 

At this Echo meellng, Mrs Mann 
said. it was of interest that the reparts 
were being given Oy three council 
members who had atl attended the 
General Assembly meetings for the first 
time. 

Mrs Sinclair. 
As the dC'l)arture time drew near 

Driver Fraser did a "dummy" run for 
the benefit of the photographers who 
were mounted on a lorry to get a better 
view of the moving train. It stopped 
to allow them to clamber eboar d, and 
then set of! again for Embo, Skelbo, 
Cambusmore and Cambusavie on its 
w~y lo The !',l.ound. At each small 
station the photographers were busy, 
while inccompanyina: cars raced from 
point to poinL There ws.s heavy rain 
before The Mound was reached, but 
fortunately it went off to allow more 
~ossi'P about this historic last r-un. T hen, 
shortly after 2 p.m .. the tra in left on 
iL'- return to Dornoch, where a fair 
crowd was present to welcome the 

Mrs .Fulton (Dornoch) retK>rted the 
Women's Foreign Mission Committee 
tneeting.~M rs Carmichael (Dor~h) the 
Women's J ewish Committee meeting, 
a nd Mrs Rutherford (Golspie) the an­
nual mass meeting, the Women's Home 
Misslon meeting. nnd the meeting ot the 
Women•~ Committel" on Tempenance 
and Morals (constituted by the General 
Assembly last year to replace the Tem­
perance Committee\. 

••tiravellers". 
NOT THE BIGGEST 7 

Mr Fraser was not very sure what 
would happen to locomotive 1649 and 
its slable companion, 164~- They were 
old Greet Western ens_cines. he said. 
No. 1649 had been workine for the last 
two years -at Dornoch. . 

Asked it the load last Saturday was 
tl\e bi1uiest he 'had ever seen on the 
Dornoch train. M,· Fraser thought there 
used to be as many be-fore the 1-ast w:ir. 
on Dornoch Games d-ay. The train in 
recent years ha.et been used mostly by 
Embo people. 

l n addition to Driver· Fraser the 
traln°1> crew on its Inst run comprised. 
Mr Donald Bain. the guard, and 24• 
vear-old Roddie Maclenn-an, the fire ­
man. who ls a native ot Kyle of LoCh• 
alsh, 

UN FORTUNATE 
Mr Bain is a son. of Mr Simon Bain. 

Dornoch town crier, who was al the 
station l'ilst Saturday to talk about the 
old days . lndeed. Mr B:iln at one \time 
possessed the first ticket to be sold on 
June 2. 1902, at the opening or the 
Dornoch line. It seems that he- picked 
it up when he was going through wa-.te­
paper tor the wnr effort. It had 
belonged to the late Mrs Donald Grant.. 
of Trevose. He had given it to Mr 
Donald Munro, formerl'I a porter at 
Dornoch station. who is now retired, but 
Mr Mi;nro. who was also there last 
Sat.urday, had \o confoss that. he had 
lost it. although there was hope it might 
turn up. 

Mr Fraser had been driving the 

Th"e speakers were thanked by Mrs 
Gibson, Drummule, while Mrs Mac. 
kinnon. Creich Manse. ex-pressed the 
council's thanks lo Kinbrace Guild. 

Before tea . a small bring-and-buy 
sale was held in ald of council tunds. 
As a result ot the sale and the collec­
tion at the meelina:, over .£20 was 
realised. 

The next meeting, which will take 
iJ>lace In Golspie on November 2, will 
be -addressed by Mrs Hoy, the new 
national prestden t of the Woman's 
Guild. 

Sent to Prison for 
Two Months 

no~s~me~~~:t. i~~~;~D H~~~!: 
lnshegra, Kinlochbervie. was sentenced, 
at Dornoch SherHt Court last Monday, 
to two months' imprisonment for driv­
ing a motor van at Rh ian Bridge, on 
May 15 las t, when he was under the 
influence of drink. He was also sus­
pended from driving (or five years. 
Accused. who had two previous con. 
vlctions, the last in 1953. pleaded guilty. 

Macleod hod been repOrted for his 
driving, and a police patrol car set out 
t o Intercept ·him. He was stopped at 
Rhian Bridge, but the Police said that 
unless thev had been "alerted" thev 
would nevCr have suspectC'p that h"e 
was under the influence ot dTink-he 
was dl'iving Jn n regular man1ler, and at 
about 15 miles nn hour. 

Accused was reluctant to leave the 
van, it was sta ted. and when the policf" 
opened the driver's door, he almost 
fell out and w::i.s unsteady on his feet 
He was taken to Lairg Police Station 
where he was certified by .a doctor as 
unfit to drive. 

Agent submitted that this was a 
borderline case. 

" NOT PROVEN " VERDICT 
Dornoch train for lhe last seven years. 1 A "not proven" verdict was returned 
A railw:iyman all his U(e . he -:vent to at. Dornoch Sheri{{ Court last Monday 
wor~ as a cleane_r at Dornoc-h m 1914. In a case- in which an 18-year-old h1ndy­
He 1s due to retire next year. man was charged under the Criminal 

Mr Sim ha~ been appointed sta tion• Law Amendment' Act. of having "un­
mas.ter at Brora and Mr Jam~s ~nbar. lawful 'Bnd carnal relations". in July, 
slahonmasler al The Mound, 1s g,:>ing lo 1959. with a girl who wo.s at the lime 

Gr:c,d;nat! ly~n~t;o;i·m c:~~~n;:shad !=Old ::~:1~rt~3 ,:n~ ~~il~~ars or age, Sh~ 
the 1-ast ticket last Saturday t:> Mr Accused denied the charge. 
AnRus Munro. wctl•known Dornoch 
news.?gcnt.. whose father had been D I , 
with lhe Hlghlond Railway Company a e s Part JO Mo'd 
for 44 years. 

DEEPLY OEPLORED 
Mr Munro. who de~ply deplored the 

closing of the tine. did not make the 
last journey. He said. '"Both through 
my fother :ind through my business 1 
have had a long association with the 
railwnv. This is a sad day for us all." 

At Embo j1:st over two miles along 

;!!!n~n~!;!mex~~~- :~mi~~ ~ -ntt 
Mackay, chairm-an of the district coun­
cil . " I have been ma-king strenuous 
efforts to -attract new Industries lo the 
village and even went ro Car as to 
a-pproach the American Embassy, but 
what hopes there were tha t industri'al ­
ists could be attracted are now much 
more slender because of the abandon­
ment or the tine, par.ticutarly the gcodJ 
tronsport," he said. 

H E WAS FI NED £20 
Donald Fleming. tractor driver. Ach. 

fory. bv Lnlrg. was fined £20 at Dor­
noch Sheriff Court last Tuesday after 
he ad~~tt':(i being.in ch~r~e _of~ !;lot_or 

(To the Editor, " Nor thern T imes") 
Helmsdale, June 11. 

SIR.-I n reading last week's issue of 
"The Northern Times," l noticed 

thot -a Helmsdnle render had written in 
praise of Mr A. M. Ross. Lochinver. 

I, too. congratulate Mr Ross, but 
where on the whole of the east coast, 
dul·ing the past eight to nine yea,rs, t1<1s 
there ~n a harder working team than 
that from Helmsdale itself? 

Due to the -splendid work or Mri 
Rnpson . Mrs D. M'Angus . .tnd. umit tht? 
oast two years, Mrs Macpherson. Helms­
dale has entered such people as Gladys 
Flnlayso :1, the county's No. 1 singer, 
Marlene and Ali son Rapson, Wilm-a 
Nichol son and many more no less 
worthy of praise. 

May 1 ndd thnl ou t of 14 entries this 
year ~lone, 12 places were _g ained nnd 
the h1ghest music mark o·r the Mod 
came to Helmsdall". 

Please- do not degrade the east coast 
children because they are n ot 1lucn\ 
Gaelic ~peakeri. but give them en-

The last run from · Dornoch to The Mound. Passengers getting on bOard tt 
Dornodl train last Saturday. 

POST OFFICE 
TERRIBLE 

ENGINEER'S 
ORDEAL 

Fatal Accident Inquiry, s Vereict 
T HE terrible ordeal of o. 23-year-

old Post Office engineer who 
was n,LmOst burned to denth when his 
Landrover overturned and caught fire 
on the lonely Allnahar,-a-Hope road on 
December 16 last. was described- at a 
ffltal accident inquiry al Dornoch 
Sher iff Court last Tuesday. 

The u nfortunate man wns Donald 
Bain Gray, who lived at Leith Walk. 
Wick. and who died in hospital in 
Golsple almost lour months later. on 
April 6. He had been in lodgings ln 
Tongue before the accident. 

J.n a quiet, clear voice. Donald Suth­
erland. road foreman, of 6 Loyal Ter­
race. Tonttue, told Sherill-substitute D. 
V. Irvine Jones ~nd a iury o( five men 
and two women thot he and two other 
roadmen were working on the Allnn­
harra-Hope road, w~n. about lunch­
time. ns they were watching an aero­
plane overhead. their attention was 
attracted to a pall or smoke- about two 
miles along the ro:id . 

NO DRIVER 
"We at once put our tools in our 

vehicle and made for the spot." said 
Sutherland. "When we arrived we 
found .a Landrove r ri..ght iacross the 
road, upslde down and in Hames. We 
looked around for the driver, but we 
couM not find him. There was clothing 
lying round the burning vehicle." 

After dragging the Landrover ofl the 
road. they made another search for the 
driver. and later found him three miles 
away near Mudalc. "He was in a very 
bad state. and all his clothing had been 
-Ourned off him,·• added Sutherland. "At 
times he was walk ing. then running 
and .fatting. We took him to a house 
and summoned a doctor ." 

Mr B. S. Simpson. consultant ~ur­
geon a\ the Lawson Memor~al Hospital, 
Golspie. desC'ribed Gray's burns as the 
worst J1e had evei' Sttn. 

"In all my experience 1 ha.ve never 
seen worse burns than th is boy had . ln 
cases o( burning as severe as this , 
death occurs within -a few hours due 
to shock mainly." 

Eighty per cent. of Gray'1. bodv had 
suffered second deii:ree burn1. whiih had 
,penetrated throu.'gh the skin to the 
muscle tissues. Some parts had more 
severe third degree burns. said Mr 
Simpson. 

BLOOO TRANSF USIONS 
Cray's condition hnd been ,critics\ 

from his time of admission to -hospital. 
"He managed to live on due to the 
shock being combated by blood trans­
fusions." 

James MaC'ka:,-, lor ry driver. 10 
Loyal Terrace. Tongue, s3id that he 
and the road Corema-n rem ai nrd al the 
house with Gray until medical aid 
came. 

Constable William F. Cormack. 
Tongue. thought that the Landrover had 
skidded on the icy road. went up the 
embankment. and toppled back on to 
lhe ro..1d. There was a bad bend there, 
he added. 

The only evidence as to how it hap­
pened wns the version Gr:iy gave Mr 
James Glennie <35). assii;tant engineer. 
12 Loch Street. Wick. during n hospit,11 
visi~, 

Said Mr Glennie: "He s.i.ld he was. 
approachin~ a left-hand bend near 
Mudale. and when he went to take it. 
the Landrover :;kidded. He corrected 
the ~kid but hit the verge :rnd re­
bounded to the other side of the road 
and mounted the bank. The next -he 

k new the Landrovei- was upside da 
on the roadway. He said he was trav 
ling aOOUl twenty miles an hour ." 

James Brown, mechanic h1 charge 
the post office garage at Lairg, said 
could not give any explanation as 
how the petrol in lhe tank had ig.n.it 
as there was no possibility o{ pet 
getting out of the tank if the cap v 
securely fastened. 

VERDICT 
Without retiring, the jury came 

ihe:r verdict. that Gray hi'\d died · 
the result o a road accident in cou 
of his employment. when the Lar 
rover he 1was driving skidded on 
(rostbound stretch o! the Altnahar 
Hope road. about four mj)es north 
Mudale. overturned and went on ~ 
As a result Gray sust::1 i n<'d s<'V• 
burning injuries. and remained in 
critical condition until his death." 

SITUATIO NS VACAN T 

B0
~\~H,?;L:NA;~g~~i~~i.sFo 

Migda le Hospita l, Bonar-B rid ge 
(Chron to Sick - 45 Beds) 

STAFF NURSE nnd ENROLL: 
ASSISTANT CRcsidentl Wanted 
ffbove-namcd Hospital. To takr up d1 
as soon as can be a rranged . N 
quaTters. S.,1-ary according to sci 
Applications sla lillg aJ(e and experict 
to be lodged with Matron. 

HEAD WAIT ER Wanted !er Hlghla 
Hotel. Good wages and pcrman, 
position for suitablc applican t. ReJ 

!i~~::~~ 1~14
~r~e~i~~:ti~~~f;y~~~t 

No. 448. Northern T imes. Gol~µie. 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR'S T A K ER 0 

required in Sydney. Australia . Co 
mencing salary £A 1800. plus overlir 
Fares paid, contract, etC', Write r 
4:11. Northern Times. Golspie. 

REPRESENTATIVE required lo call 
Householders tmd Caterers in Suth, 
land county with well-known a 
popula r brand goods. Commiss: 
basis preferred. Excellent prosp 
for .1 goOd 6':)lesman. Writc, givi 
age and selling experience. to B 
No. 6800. Loa·rridge Publicity Ltd .. 
South Tay Street. Dundee. 

S HEPHERD (Expe,rlenced) required t 
Achormlarie Farm. Must have gc 
lmow!cdge of hill sheep. Good hot 
ava ilable. with bath. h. and C'. App 
with full particulnrs and referenc 
to Factor. Skibo. Dornoch . 

Ut,,IDER·GARDEN ER r ~quired for Ski 
Castle Gardens. Free modern hou 
h . and e .. and electricity: on bus rot 
nnd near school . Apply, with f 
parlicul-ars .llld re ferences, to He 
Gardener. Skibo Ca stle, Oornoch. 

CARS FOR SALE 

N EW ZEPHYR ESTATE CAR, finish 
in two-tone marOOn and grey; COi 
pletc- with heater . Available fr< 
i;LOck. Taylors o! Jnvergordon L' 
Tel. 371/2/3. · 

FERGUSON TRACTORS: petrol/par: 
fin . Choice of three, from .C 100 u 
ward!- . Taylors o( Invergordon Lt 
Tel. 371 /2/3. 

FOR SAL E.- Special Cream nnd Bia 
Humber Hawk de Luxe-. with hcalt 
looge rovers and manv e xtras : do 
10.200 miles only: in il"Omaculate co 

dttion. Phone Brora 362. 

Sf:,' f,; 

MOR.RT~ 
THF: N!iW 

MTNT-V AN 
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es HOW BUS SERVICES WILL 
REPLACE TRAINS 

STATION CLOSURE MOTHER AND SON BURI 
1960 

DES 
aunitiee 
~ipment 
I by the 
nge that 
out such 
on help 

IN NORTH TO DEATH AT TALMII' 

"No New Arguments'' To Justify Alterations 
To B. R. Reorganisation Plan 

·•Very Severe Blow,"Says 
County Convener 

"J THINK we have suffered a very 
Trapped ID Bed ID Crofthouse At 

Neighbours' Desperate Rescue B. 
tsed and 
1t chance 
Uld per-

THE Mound-Dornoch bru.nch rnil-
wny lino nnd the passenger 

station nt Rognrt will bo closed, 
probably in April, and special bus ser­
vices will be run to accommodate 
travellers. 

plated so far as normal -additional bw 
services were concerned. 

severe blow from the liovern­
ment through the B,;tish Transport 

~:mr:is:!~~~~v~~~: :res~:~r:~
1d LAST Sunday was a, black <ln.y for 

and provost of Dornoch, last Friday, on Sutherland. At Midtown, 'l'n.1-

And Mr Mackay, his d•augh 
chi.ldTen were wandering ; 
terical, with people trying t, 
walkmg blindl)" back into tl life? 

iires fire­
r modest 
.vould be 

to look 
ncy. 
1 looking 
!rn Area 
have t'he 

That wa.s announced last Friday after 
the Scottish Area Board of the British 
Transport Commission had finally re­
jected local authorities' pleas against 
closure and the reorganisation or rail 
servLces north or Inverness. 

" U any new services are to be pr0-
videq the queslion of fares will have 
to be discussed with t.he Traffic Com­
missioners." 

ROAD SERVICE PLANS 
The following are the modifications 

and new pi-ans f or Highland Omnibus 
Services proposed to e:o (nto operaltion 
when the railway economy plans take 
effect:- . 

At Inverness, improved c<>nneot.lons 
for passengers will be made between 
rail a nd bus stations. 

the decision to re,ect the pleas of local 
authorities that certain branch r a ilway 
lines and stations north of Inverness 
should be saved trom closure. 

•·1t is obvious, so far as the High­
lands are concerned, !.hat any national­
ised undertaking must became atteau­
ated if it is based on economic neces­
sity. 

"On the ot.her hand, a nationalised 
undert.aking, to my way of thjnkmg. 
should be a social service supported by 
the Government so that every part of 
the country, whether poor or rich, may 
have the sa me services. I do not think 
we shall get, any betterment in the 
H:ghlands, so far as transport end other 
nationalised services are c<>ncerned, 
until these are regarded as socia l ser­
vices and not revenue-producing ser­

mine, i\Ie lness, a mother nnd her 
10-year-old son were burned to death 
when fire completely destroyed a tarred 
fdt roof crofter's cottage, an d a 31-
year-old Englishman lost his life 
when he went over a precipice and fell 
about 1000ft. wh.lle glissad.ing down the 
st.eep slopes or Ben Hope. 

The woman and her son were Jessie 
Mackay. daugh ter of Mr Robert Mac.­
kay. ·Kylev1ew, and Robert J ohn, a 
pupi l at Melness School. They were 

·· when the root: caved, in 
house was destroyed." 

sun shocked and under m( 

tion Mr Mackay said: " I got 
a drop of tea . 1 lefit the oil 
Ing in the scullery and w, 
to the kitchen. 

"When I got back the scul 
ftre right up to the ceiling 
put it out. I just couldn't sto { council, 

1gate the 

• Melness 
organised 
..mily who 

fire, and 
1se them. 
.t pOssible 

:e 

Inverness-shire Constituency Labour 
P-arty have put the whole matter before 
the Scatt,ish Lalbour M.P.s. who are pre ... 
paring a case ror retention o! these 
services to be submitted to the Hou,e 
or Comlllons. 

"UNASSAILABLE" 
Meanwhile, Provost Robert Wother­

spoon. of Inverness, who led the High­
land protest deputation, deprecated the 
proposal ,to close Rogart and Beauly 
st.atiOllS particularly. "1\.n unassailable 
case was made out for botb these 
stations to be left open ." he said. 

Buses will be on Pl,atform 6 at the 
railway station lo meet trains from the 
South. Similarly. buses from the North 
will Se1. down passengers on Platform 
6 to make connettions wi-th south trains. 

ROGART . 

vices. 
'' Now the Government have come 

down on the side o[ economics. so that 
we shall suffe r considerably." The sa:ne 
would hap9en with the buses l,ater on. 
added Mr MacLeod. 

PUBLIC APPEAL 
The Rev. f, Macdmiald, Melness 

Church of Scotland, told "The 
Northern Tlmu" on Wednuday 
night that his kirk session were 
1auncnmg a pubhc appeal for funds 
ta help the dl&tress&d Mackay 
family and that they were hoping 
to house them In due course. 
Treasurer of the appeal fund was 
Mr c. Birnie, the local sohoo1master. 

"I woke , Rena and the et 
were sleeping downstairs. ' 
get up to wa-ke Jessie and 
,the flames and smoke beat 

Within an hour the f\Te 
itself ouL And Mrs Mack 
son were found lying side t 
bed in the tiny charred attic 

Mr Mackay was given s 
neighbour, whi.J:e Mrs Mac 
her children went to the I 
uncle, Mr George Mackay. 

FUNERAL SERVI • since the 
•w Year's 
:din burgh, 
conferred 
w:kingham 

orth was 
lochbetvie, 

But he added, "A genuine attempt has 
been made to iron out our minor dim­
cultles. There still remain the major 

INVERNESS MEETING 
A m oetlng of Highland local 

authority representatives was held 
at Inverness yesterday to dlscuss 
the Implications C>f th& Brlllll/1 
Transport Commission's reorsantaa· 
tlon scheme tor the railway north 
of Inverness. 

In order to provide a better connec. 
tion for Inverness In the forenoons, 
H:ghland Omnibuses will va.ry their 
departure Ume from Gols,pie and 
Rog,art on Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
lorenoons to provide an arrival al Lalrg 
at 12.5 p .m . 1n order to effect a connec­
tion at Lairg station with the 12.36 p.m. 
south train. 

Highland Omnibuses will a lso arrange 
bus services on Mondeys. Tuesdays and 
Fridays tor passengers wishing to get 
to Rega.rt from Lairg following the ar­
rivals of the last trains from both the 
North and South at 6.53 p.m. and 6.51 
p.m. This service will leave Lairg -at 
approximately 7 p.m . and make the 
jo1.1rney t.o Rogart Qnd Golspie and re­
turn to Lairg. 

PROTEST MEETING 
Mr G. M. Murray, Morvich. who is a 

member or Sutherland county council. 
said he was going to call a protest 
meeting. Rogart would be the worst 
placed or all. " I do not see why we 
should lie down to this. We in the High­
lands are chucked about any old way 
to suit the whim of some bureaucrat_ I 
do not .think the British Transport Com­
mission listened to our case at all ." 

sleeping in an attic of this woOden 
partitioned five-roamed cottage, and 
when the alarm was raised they were 
trapped in !\he Inferno. 

The rema ins of the two v 
taken to Melness Church c 
and on Tuesday Lhere wa 
there. before the funeral. ~ 
the Rev. F . Macdonald. The 
said by Mr C. Birnie. the 1 
master. 
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ones . .And it the ma jor difficulties can 
be tack.Jed in the same sympathetic way 
as the mJnor ones, then I am sure suc­
cess will attend our efforts." 

The area board's decision was con­
veyed in a letter from the chairman. 
Colonel D. H. Cameron of L<>chiel, to 
Provost Wotherspoon_ 

"NO NEW ARGUMENTS" 
•·we decided no new arguments had 

been brought forward which would en• 
able my area board to make any fun­
damen1al a\.terations to our proposals. · 
Col. Cameron had written. 

The boa rd were most .anxious to pre­
serve '1.he railway line north of Inver • 
ness and to improve the long-distance 
passenger and freight services. 

" It is .fundamental to the success or 
thi'i endeavour that the railways should 
concentrate on the Jong-dista nce ser­
vices and leave the buses to provide 
fo.r the short-distance -and Intermediate 
journeys. I khow this will require care­
Jui road-rail co-ordJnation." 

Col . Cameror said it would take six 
weeks to complete the necessary ar­
rangements to implement the scheme, 
and it would not be put into operation 
before the end of March at the earliest. 

A decentralised traffic organisation 
was being set up, 

CO-ORDINATION 
The railway traffic manager for the 

northern dtvislon, with his headquarters 
at Inverness. WOUid have considerable 
Nsponsibllity for seeing that rail ser­
vices in his area met ,the requirements 
of the travelllng and trading public. 

Both he and the general manager in 
InveTness for H ighland Omltibuses, Ltd .. 
would co-ordinate to ensure the best 
possible se rvice. 

High.land Omnibuses had already 
given a n assurance that steps would be 
taken <to see that any additional dlllJli­
cation required on existing jou-rneys 
would be fuJly provided. 

"I believe." said Colonel Cameron. 
"that given a fair trial. the scheme will 
provide reasonable transport facilities. 
Its detailed working will be kept under 
constant -review both by road and rail 
interests.'' 

A spokeffl'l.an for Hlehland Omnlbusea 
said no fares increases were eontem-

ION'S V-.A.CAN'T 
Apply J. 
ding Con• 
., Golspie. 

·e immedi­
nk~i>e.r or 

Ample 
Shop pre­

accordance 
Apply, in 

,ry, Brora 
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,pply Lady 
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st vacant 
r. Apply, 
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0 Wanted 
ommencing 

SHORTHAND-TYPIST Wanted im-
mediately. Apply In writing to the 
Northern Times Office, Station Road, 
Golspie. 

SMART BOY Wented as Apprentice 
Grocer. Apply Manager, S .C.W.S., 
Golspie. 

STAFF for Large Private House re­
quired for Season commencing end of 
Marci\ 1111 beginnl_ng October, for 
house, table and kitchen. Excellent 
living 1md good wage,. Experience 
and references required. Appl,.- to 
Factor, Estate Offices. Clashmore. 
Dornoch. 

Th& ROYAL GOLF HOTEL, DORNOCH, 
offers £4 10/- tor a six-day week, 
free meals on duty and, free accom­
modation (if required) to Two Ladles 
(married or single) who can work 
ha rd without supervision. Duties 
Include the making of tea, coffee and 
the washing of dishes by automatic 
machine. Write, or telephone Dor-

When •Dornoch branch line ls dosed. 
bus services will be run from Dornoch 
for people livlnc in and around Embo. 

"This timetable," states Col. Cameron, 
"alLhough hlghly unprofitable. repre­
sents a considerable improvement on 
the existing services so far as Dornoch 
and Embo are concerned. 

INVERNESS•DORNOCH 
"I would also state that Hlg-hland 

Omnibuses will vary· their Inverness/ 
Dornoch seTVke l,D order lo effect a 
connection· at Bonar-Bridge station tor 
Dornoch with the 4.35 p.m. traio from 
Inverness arriving at Bonar-Bridge at 
6.20 p.m. 

"The existing Invernesa:/Golspie road 
servfc.e.s provide a reasonable alterna­
tive for passengers trn.vetling in both 
directions between Oambusavie and 
Skelbo." 

Arter othe withdrawal of the ~vening 
trains between Inverness and Tain. a 
bus will run each night .from Monday 
to Saturday between these centres. 
This service will connect wl,th trains 
arriving In Inverness from the South. 
In the reverse direction there will be 
an additional bus service. 

Steos will be taken to see that any 
additional dur,licatlon to l?xisUnst bus 
journeys which may be required will be 
fully provi!M!d. 

Colonel Cameron also said in his 
letter that he would ensure that ade­
quate cartage facilities were prOvided 
at Muir Qf Ord and Bonar-Bridge to 
deal with the frei«ht traffic ,arl~ing on 
the Fortro,e and Dornoch branches. 

The bus service proposed for Rogart 
was "ridiculous." It was offering a se r• 
vice -to connect with the trains at Lalrg 
on three days -a week. "What about the 
other three days?" asked Mr Murray. 
And what kind of postal service were 
they going to get now if tlic maU train 
did not stop et Rogart. 

But he was most seriously concerned 
by the fact that no representative north 
of Inverness was on the Transport Users' 
Consultative Commit~. His impres­
sion was that they had been conven-
iently left out of it just now. 

And the situation was all the more 
ridiculous at this time when Rogart was 
trying to play lts part in the Fraser 
tourist development plan for the High­
lands. Rogart, came within the Bonar­
Bridge experiment.al area. "We are 
·being asked to provide more facilities 
tor visitors and yet our railway station 
Is beiog taken away from us. It's fan­
tastic. One side is ftghUng against the 
other." 

He had aways unders{ood tmlt nation­
alisation mean-t fa ir s hares for al l. 1t 
was "scandalous" the way the whole 
north of Scotland had been treated. 

REDUNDANT? 
One hundred and twenty Highland 

raHwaymen wi11 1ose their jobs, acrord­
ing to C.ouncillor Mackenz.ie. Inverness. 
Twenty-three or them will be offered 
altern:itive railway positions in the 
area but the remainine 97 wlll become 
redundan·t and wi;t have to ftnd jobs In 
other regions or outside the railway 
altogether. 

Married Women 
Offices 

Councillor Mackenzie. a railway 
guard and secretary of the Inverness 

ID No. I branch of the N.U.R, said that 
there would be joint consultations in 
Glasgow between the management and 
staff representatives to negotiate the 

MR S~th~;la~dA~~t!y ~~~~cc~i ia~~ 
week "to be careful"-the youth em• 
ployment omcer In Wick had repeatedly 
been making representations about 
young girls not being able to get work 
in offices which were often "filled up 
with married women." 

The oouncil were considering an -ap­
plication Crom a shorthand typist in 
their employment who wanted one 
week's leave of absence to be mauled 
and asking permission to continue her 
work on a temporary basis. It was stated 
that her future husband was goine on 
national service. 

Under the circumstances it was agreed 
that the request be granted. but that 
the case be reviewed in six months' 
time. 

LICENCE OFFENCES 
Mrs Marina Sutherland. 17 Victorin 

Crescent, Brora, was fined £5 et Dor­
noch Sheriff C.ourt last Tuesday tor 
operating a television set without -a 
licence between Ju1y 31 and November 
26. 1959. Mn Jessie Gilbert, 2 Church 
Street, GoJapie, was ftned £2 fo.r using 
a wireless aet without a Jicence during 
lhe same l)et'iod. 

treatment of the redundant men. 
Himself a member of .the Highland 

deputation which has led the prote~t 
against the closures, Councillor Mac­
kenzJ.e siaid: "It ls a pretty ,poor show. 
The Bntish TranspOr t Commission are 
not concerned with offering a public 
service. They are out to make an 
economy drive and the best way they 
think thev can achieve it is by reduc­
ing staff." 

REORGANISATION 
This is how British Railways' re­

organisation will affect the North. 
The passenger and freight service at 

Foul.is and Bilbster on the main North 
line is &to cease entirely, At Deln-y, The 
Mound, Loth, Halkirk and Bower the 
passenger service is to cease and an 
ftve stations will lose their freigh-t 
handling staff and be reduced to the 
stat.uis of unstaffed public sidings. 

Roeart is one of 13 stations on the 
main line at which the passenii.er ser­
vice wm be withdrawn. The others are 
Bunchrew. Lentran, Clunes. Beauly, 
Muir of Ord. Conon. Evanton. Alness, 
K.lldary. Nl1g. Edderton, and Wa.tten. 

On the branch line from The Mound 
to Dornoch stations to be closed both 
to pas9enger and freight are-Cambus­
avie Halt, Skelbo, Embo and Dornoch. 

Praise for Helrnsdale Firefi~hters 
A HELMSDALF. AAinf'II not, hoR.t. th"' , h:w,. h-n mu,-h ..,.,.. ...... n.-1.,.., .. "1"'-"' "'..,_ 

More fortunate were Mr Mackay, who 
1s 59. his married daughter. Mrs Rena 
Mackenzie, and her two children, 
George (6> and Anne (8). They man­
aged to stagger out of the blaz.mg 
build ing, bu•t they were in a hysterical 
state and had to have medical atten­
tion. 

ll 1s understood that the fire was 
caused by an oil stove. 

GALLANT BIO 
FirsL to r.a-ise the alarm was 30-year­

old Mr J bhn Macleod, an empl.<>yee of 
Alexander Sutherland, Ltd.. Thurso, 
who was home tor 4he week-end. 

He told a reporter: "I was sitil!ng 
with a friend in my car oulstde my 
house about 2.30 a.m. when I saw 
flames commg through the windows of 
the Mackays' home. 

"We rushed down and saw Mr Mack,aiy 
s-taggering oul Mrs Mackenzie and her 
two child-ren had no clothes on at all 
They were demented. 

'·Half the lower part or the house 
was an inferno. I rushed In and got 
halfway upstai rs but dense smoke 
drove me back. 

"Flames .from 'I.he bl.az.i!flg scullery 
were shooting -up through the house. I 
went out, soaked a coa t in water and 
tried to get u pst.a'lrs again. 

"l was halfway up when the wooden 
st.a:rcase burst into flames . It began 
to cave in -and I jus·t had time to Jeap 
dOYln. I was burn.t about my legs and 
my hair was singed. 

ROOF CAVED IN 
"I ran to ,a phone and called the 

police and ambulance. Then I went 
back again. My friend. John Mackay , 
my brother-in-law James Watt from 
Thurso, and I got a ladder and went on 
lo the 'roof. 

"With a ha.mmer we started trying 
to bash our way in lha4 way. But as 
soon as we made a hole flames shot 
through Then the roof caved in. We 
were lucky not to fall r ight Into the 
blaze. 

"lt was terrible. We felt so help1C$S. 

Melness school chi ld ren 
teachers were amon2 the- et 

The service was both in 
Gaelic. 

It was -a very, very impre! 
(writes :i correspondent> . l 
mourners were openly wee1 
was pathetic to watch Ro 
classmates sitting there so 1 

The funeral wa.; to Melr-.e1 
when among the chief mo\ 
Robert Mackay. Rena Mack 
Mackay (Newcastle). Geor 
tSkinnet). Murdo Maclea 
Bridge). T . Mackav and 
(Tongue) . It was the tari 
seen in the district for mat 

Among the floral lriE 
wreaths from Robert John'~ 
classmates and teachers an 
Sunday School. · 

NO FIRE BRIG ! 
Since the fire, people in 

district have ~n ta lk ing! 
1ack of fire-fighting equl1 
although it is admitted 1 

l'here had been a local ·bri 
Ume it had got to the s. 
latest outbreak it wo~d 
formidable task quelling tJ 

"But.' ' one resident 
North'ern Times." "that do 
we should not 'have such 
Firemen did set out !rom 
thh occa sion, but tha t mea1 
of 12 miles which invelve'.! 
time. 

"There is a wa ter main 
way through here, but ther 
nection anywhere in the 
fire hose, not from one 
district to the other. If w 
local br igade it would have 
on Sunda y, although It stil1 
been too late to save life, s 
the blaze. But you never 

And on Wednesday nigh 
Macdonald told our repot 
was goin,t to r aise this m 
fi rst meeting of the district 

CLIMBER'S BODY RECOVE 
FROM MOUNTAIN GULi 

T H I R T Y searchers, including 
poli ce, gamekeepers and shep-' 

herds, h.nd the grim tusk lust ~londny 
mornin& o! recovering the body of Mr 
Gerald V. Massey, the physicist from 
Dounreay atomic staUon, who lost his 
lU:e while glissading on the slopes ol 
Ben Hope. the previous afternoon. 

The body of Mr Massey. a 31-year-old 
bachelor from Warrington, Lancashire. 
was found In a deep hole about 1800 
feet up the ben. 

An ice axe, left by his two compan­
ions, Kenneth Brindley, flow burn Road, 
'rhu,rso, and James McLeish, Ormlie 
Lod&e Hostel. marked the spot where 
lhe deatn fall had begun. 

One of the party;. Mr Peter Stewart. 
who works at Altnaharra Hotel. said 
the search party took three hours of 
hard climbing to reach the spot. There 
was not much snow on the mountain, 
but deep wreaths In the gullies. 

"It was on one of ,these wreaths ," 
said Mr Stewart. "about three-quarters­
way up. that t,he three men started the 
fatal slide. Mr Massey apparently lost 
control when he allowed the ice axe to 
slip from his grasp. He must. h.-we been 
ftylng like •a rocket " 

where Mr Massey lived, to 
a concerted course or acl 
the Cait.hness Mounta ineeri 
the local party oreanised 
police. 

The body was known to 
between frozen snow and tl 
and skilled mountaineerin 
would be required to carr 
rescue operation. 

Late telephone calls 
rendez.vous between the 
and the mountaineering d . 
at a byre just south of the 
Hope at 7.30 on Monday "' · 

The Thurso ,party lert at 
reached the byre almost si 
with the olher party of p 
shepherds. gamekeepers l 
The l)arty, 30 strong. co~ 
numbers of Thurso and Slit 
'fhcy lost no time in the as 
rough terrain to the base 
gully -at a level of about 1' 

The skilled mountaineers 
then approached the bod 
with ice axes footholds 
frozen snow acros:; the 
proved a difficult op!ratic 
Lhe victim and transfer hi 
position on the gra n y sl01>4 
tnl AI t lmP rPn11irPf'i N>:nll' n 
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LITTLE HOPE, FOR THESE 
• ' J • •' ... • - :. ' • • .,. '....i ~ -

·FROM OUR OLD 
FILES 

HOW ARMY CADET FORCE 
BRA.NCH· ·RAILWAYS WERE B.ORN-1 

50 YEARS AGO 

will be· 1cnown · BECAUSE of· a snowstorm the pre­
siding officers at the General 

Election in \he county had to travel on !>art Years :, Ago . 
JF -the British Transport Commis-

sion were going to o.pply the rigid 
principlt~ of economips theQ. there 
was no escape from the ultima~ .closure 
of the whole railway line from .Jnver.• 
neSG to. Wick, the · Rev. William MJ\<:• 
Leod, COJ1Venet oc ~therl~nid_ .. and 
provost of Dornoch, said -last _Friday, 
when he was coQ'»nenting. on 3. state­
ment made the pr:eVlous daY at Inver•. 
ness by c'amerOll' at Lochiel, -chairman 
of the oomn:iission•~ Scottis~ Area Board, 

Loch!el had suggested . to .a Highland 
loca.r-·authority protest dep\l.tBtjon ·uia! 
H cerlaifl branch 1ines',a,nd sta'.tiOns north 

s. of In\rerneGS We're not cl<>Sed the whole 
line from Inverness to Wick fflight yet 
be threatened. · . : · ·. . 

. u th3t was· the way in which· the 
Commission looked at it, added Mr 
MacLeod. the best.poUcy_for Sut.hei::land 
Count):" Counci.l. was to 1eaye alone ap.Y, 
road projects they h~d in . connection 
with the. 'railways. Mr MacLeod was 
referring to the -council). major scheme 
to build -an overl~ne 1bri,qge at· Strath-

l1 steven, on· · the trunk . road bet.ween 
11. Golspie and Brora, wb.ich has ,.been 

advertised. for tender, ·and to an under­
line bridge whioh it is prqposed to build 
at Golf Road le-'1el crossing, Brorn. 

"The C.OUnty Council should hesitate 
in to spend any more money on such pro-

·i~~ .. ~~~ -~;s rZ~~a~~e ~~i;:~: 
ment, incidentally, were contributing 

IS ·SUr:~~!1:~~:~n~~~~~~ a~~~: wa« 
to be to these smaU branch Jines, such 
as the Mount1-Dornoch line, · and so 
people could assume there was •some­
thing behind the threat to close the 
whole line from Inverness to Wick. 

Mr MacLeod recalled that some time 
ago he had warned Sutherland County 
Council that the threat lo small bran'ch 
lines was " the thin edge of the wedge." 
He had staled that unless they took 
prompt ncUon they would have no rail-
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way north of Inverness. horseback and by cart to many of. the 
· Mr J, P. Whittet. -Clashmore, a mem .. ,polling stations, we ·reported. in our 
ber Qf Sutherland County Council, who issue of .1an-uary 20, 1910. There was 
was on the Inv~.nes.s dt;!!pU.tat~0:11. -said "great excitement" when it. was an­
last Friday th_at it. was· all wrong that nounced that A .. C. Morton <L.) had a 
there should have been only two· mem- majority · o~ 656 over Lochiel .. (U.)-

CADET training_ seeks to develop, in the depression ol. 1876 but that 
1
~t~~y.ta'!-~~ fh°':r~

9
f~· was~ smait t 

ber,s o( the c\rea board at the meeting 1607-951. . 
whUe ther:e were ~o many officials.. . . ;, Ill ·oui- '"Funny Man's" Column· i( ·was 
, "l .\1(.a~ ex.ti;fmely di3~tisfied -wltb ·slated t.h~t.~ror.iwas "-aJairi 'fle&SUred'." 
the ineeting. J do not think .. t,hese ·for· a new ha'l"baµt1 and . that "rather. a 
o/ficlals should :have been there ~t, ail. curious ·incident happerl~d in i>.relhni' 
It is the O'f(icials who are running ~ naries" at 'the site." The"'Comml.sslcsn, 
business. I think this area boar.d and the artic\e :Jstate-s', ·had'" forgotten · their• 
the Tran'Jpdtt Users ConS'llltative Comr meas-urid"g i"nstru-ments; ancf it was 
mittee are only tl)e facade to allowlhese decided to 3.s~ ~r Jo~n_;Ros!i, draper;, 
officials·tO dicta.le what. 1.s to be'do:9-·e."~ for h~s yard-st1c~., ... ~t·as·~1:r l_{oss h~d 

e. boy'·• · own pel'SOllaJity a.nd:• 
character so the.t he grows into o. 
useful member of the adUlt community, 
but, more,· _since the traini"ng is based 
o'tl the military model, we· prod.lice a 
good titizen, who, in the words of· th~ 
last cadet regulations, "when he puts 
on the Queen's uniform, becomes the 
gObd, •Btitish ·soldier." . 
· In a.dual· practice, of· course, thooe 

boys wno have any ir'lclina.lidns to a 
military···cateer, or who come from 
homes with .t • regimental backgrou'nd~ 
are the ones that. a:ravitate to the cadet 
fopce ii\ preference t9 olher youth •·ot­
ganisations and• the result of 'cadet 
training must be that interest in things 
military are arou"ted 'ar\ci boys may elect 
to make the army ~their career. · 

the service was unattractive, yet · 
national need for the armed forces , 
considerable.• At that ltme Britain, 
common with the other nations 
Europe, feared tl}e · l:'i3e of Frar 
Memories of Waterloo were not tl 
so far distant (Only 45 yeai:-s beto 
and France had emerged victorioUB 
ttle , warS'., ,of , th_~ Italian . liberatl 
Would Napoleon 1'11 proye to be anOI 
Bonaparte ? · 
• VERY 

0

REAL DANGl;R 

·wHile he: did.not think there was all.Y.. :be~n m·con~ct"w1th•tht: H1_ghland Ra1~­
irrtrnepiate. inlenJiq,n to closi:: ,the mairi w_ay· Co~pany at' ·the· tune abou~ -tht;ir 
line, that 'might: come· in time.· -~•~You hiffh freight char(es, -J:te ~as nat avatl­
never knoW -when- the axe is going tO ·able. Eventually,,the--s1te W~> measured 
fall,'' :added Mr 'Whittet. ' · with a two-foot rule carried by: Mf A. 

T~ _Briti~!',· . ';c'ranSbort Commisslo~ Sul~:!~n~~~~~~~ ~f~h:
0
:n~~:;o~ii~~e 

w-ere ~yin-g to _push t~ls local ra:nw:ay of Helmsdale .FJ.¼ee Church Sabbath 
tr~~flc on to the bu~. but he ~hd _not School that th.ere w-,re. 103 pupils on 
J-.hmk that w~ld do the~~ ., ..,.., _good, the roll. Fi'Ve · first class, 'three second 

We main.tarn 1.hat. if the railway went class and two third class- certificates 
over ~ diesel they- woul'd reduce their were obtained in the Welfare of Youth 
losses. examination.' 

11 CUT At,tD DRIED" Mr David Melville, Golspie, was 
· Mr; G. _M. Morrison, Bonar-Bridge, appointed chai'nnan of Sutherland 
who was representing Dornoch and Combination Poorhouse, Bonar-Bridge. 
Creich District Council on the deputa~ Brora and Gohpie Free Church corr­
tion to Inverness. last Friday said he gregations signed a unanimous call t:> 
felt that they had got a 1)atient hearing the Rev. D. Munro, Ferintosh. 
"because of the bad treatment" they had At the -annual gathering of the 
had when they went to ·meet. the Edinburgh Sutherland Association it was 
Minister of Transport in London, but in reported that their tot.al funds amounted 
the event everything w33 already "cut to £1112. 
and dried" and the.commission's minds 25 YEARS AGO 
were "already made up." 

~ERE were 28 births, 12 m&rriages 
m~~n M~r:i:i:i~~e 

th
s=~ tr~::i; ai1d 27 deaths in the Parish of Clyne 

about the plan to close the pas>enger ~~n~g;:;. ~~ l~;~~r.ted in our issue oi 

=;;i~~l~t h~~~~~ 1~~~~Ssf!!~~pugh 
th

at On leaving Halladale to become 
Personally, he was very disappointed teacher at Armadale, Mis,s J. Macrae 

that the Scottish Tourist Board repre- received a number of. public presen-
septative at the meeting had. said tations. . 
n_othing to back up what Mr William The accounts of Sutherland Nursmg 
Nicholson, the board's manager, had Association showed a credit balance of 
said at the meeting with the Minister £187. 
of Transport. Then Mr Nicholson had Twelve teams entered for the pre-
said that it was very important, from, liminary drama festival al Dornoch. 
the tourist angle, that no action should Helmsdale United won the Couper 
be taken just now to close these branch Cup-when the, defeated Golspie Suther­
lines. "That was not mentioned yester• land 5•1 in the <final at Helmsdale. OUr 
day,'' added Mr , Morri-son. "My own report states that the 'Dale attack •were 
Impression is that the Tourist Board ably led by A. Pettigrew. 
were -asked to soft -pod.al on this." A number -Of young Bonar-Bridge 

Mr J. G. Macdonald, who was repre- pipers were ,making .good,,·.· progre9S 
senting Dornoch. Town Council, said he under their tutor, Pipe-~ajor A. Ross. 
would be reporting to the council. But Chrysanthemums "of abnormal size 
his lmpl'es:!.ion was that the branch lines · and beauty" were in bloom at Gledfield, 
were going to be closed. The area Ardgay. 
board's hands seemed to be tied, he 
added. 

GLASGOW MEETING 
Now the whole area board are to 

meet in Glasgow next Wednesday to 
give their final decision. 

Cameron ot Lochiel had told the 
Highland local authority deputation that 
the plan to dOSE"i the br-anch lines and 
stations had been designed in order to 
preserve the main line. 

A statement issued after the meeting 
indicated that Lochiel would report 
everything that was said at the meeting 
to the f·ull Scottish Area Board. It 
would take six weeks to implement any 
decision that was made. 

·Lochiel' Jrad attached special im-' 
portance to the fosterin& and improvl.ng 
of roa<l and rail co-ordination, the 
statement added. · · · 

Along with Lochiel' were Mr Donachy, 
area board deputy chairman and mem­
ber Of the B.T,C.; Mr James Ness, 
general manager, Scottish Region, 
Brit.ish Railways; Mr James Amos, 
chairman and director of Scottish Omni-, 
buses, Ltd: Mr A. Yeaman, traffic 
manager, British Railways, Nol'thern 
Division; and other. officials of the 
B.T.C. 

Before the meeting. the Highland 
deputation, who were led by Provost 
Robert Wotherspoon of Inverness, had 
talks between themselves lasting nearly 
an hour. · 

The meeting, which was held in 
private, lasted, for three -hours, and 
afterwards "A complete fiasco . • . a 
wasted afternoon ... no better than our 
meeting with MarpleG." were some of 
the comments from the deputation. 

The deputatlon, still smarting over !>he 
cold reception they got from Mr Ernest 
Marples, Minister _of Transport, have 

What's in a Name? 
MRgeZted

5~=~~J>cc!:~;:·ci~!= 
cil recently that the new designation 
for Mr D. R. F,asham-county engineer 
(as well as planning officer)-might be 
eonfusing. He wondered if it should 
not be county water and drainage 
engineer. There was engineering work 
to be done on road schemes. Did Mr 
Fasham's title inchlde road engineer­
ing? 

Mr A. J. Macrae, clerk-That. i,3 the 
work of the ,i'oad. surveyor (Mr W. 
Sutherland). 

Mr G. M'Iver, Brora, said he would 
agree wlt·h Mr A .. Sutherland up lo a 
point.. The term "county engineer" 
might lead to confusion in some ;peOI>le's 
minds. "It mi.ght. be Interpreted as the 
man who is responsible not only for 
water and drainage but for roads." 

Major J. H. Weir, Golspie-Although 
Mr Fasham is appointed county en­
gineer that does not mean he is senior 
to the road surveyor or architect? 

Mr Macrae-There is no seniority, 
Major Weir-In Inverness there is. 
Mr Macrae-I know it is quite com-

mon elsewhere lo designate the water 
and drainage engil).~r ,as county engin­
eer-and the road surveyor as the road 
engineer, if you like. 
· Mr M'lver-Well. I accept that .. 

SCHOOL PLANS 
Draft plans of Golspie's new senior 

secondary school are being submitted 
to the Scottish Education Department 
for their approval. Once the Depart­
ment's reaction is received the final 
plans will go before Sutherland Plan­
ning Committee and the County Council. 

· But why did the cadet forcus start in 
1860? Or rather, why did the present 
conception. of cadet to~e-s as we now 
know them. s"tart In that year? The 
occasion Will produce the man or: the 
mo.vement. So it was with the cadet 
forces. 

TWO MAJOR ROOTS 
If t.he cadet forces are a blending of 

child-care and military training we 
should expect to find two major roots 

TH~etn!::n!!~:~~ FtC::.:4' y°:~:bZ;!: 
all over the country detachments 
are preparing spe~ial schemes to 
mark ttl& occasion. 

It is natural that this sp!endld 
youth organisation are hoping for 
more recruits than ever thl!i year 
a.nd the ·sutherland o:,mpany are nJo 
pxcepUon, 

Parents st,ould note that this Is 
not pureJy a military organisation, 
although d'isclpllne must remain 
essentially one of its virtues, and no 
boy Is 111• worse of that. CuriollSIY 
enoi.lgh, as the acoompanying article 
shows, it was a woman who was 
responsible for the beginnings of the 
movement. 

to our plant, and this is, indeed. exactly 
what we do rind. Both military and 
social for<:e> were at work. 

Let us, theh, consider the soil in which· 
the plant seeded and first grew. By 
1860 the industrial revolution was well 
established. Britairi had grown pr~­
perou3. Manufacture and trade had 
developed and real wealth had increased 
enormously. Yet the prOC;ess of con­
verting the country from agriculture to 
industry had brought misery as well as 
success. The early developers had had 
little thought for the social changes 
which they had incurred. The rapid 
growth of urbanisation had produced 
slums, and mass-exploitation, and the 
forces of religion and education had 
been -unable to cope with the sudden 
demands made upan them. 

But by 1860 the Victorian conscience 
had awakened and already many 
thinken. had striven in the cause of 
reform. Especially was this so in the 
case of children.. It. was a time of 
liberalism both in politics and thought. 
New ideas were constantlv being pro­
mulgated and often accei>ted. Many 
of the services which we now aceept 
unthinkingly -as part of the welfare 
state In which •VI~ live, -bad their origins 
in the vol-unta ry efforts of unselfish 
men and women· in this period. 

MISS OCTAVIA HILL 
Among the reformers was Mis.s 

Octavia Hill. Her name will always be 
associated with slum clearance -and the 
building of decent homes for the poor. 
Her experiences in East London led her 
to the·concluslon that il wa3 not enough 
just to educate or rehouse the adults, 
the next generation must be given 
standards. of cleanliness and decent 
behaviour. 

She surveyed the urchins of London 
and decided that a little dilSCipline 
would be the best way to start.. So she 
collected helpers and started .a band of 
boys who modelled lhemselves on the 
Army. That small seed a:rew to a cadet 
battalion which exists to this day. 

Here 'then is the first root-the desire 
to help boys - bedded deep in the 
sociological conditions of the nineteenth 
century. 

What about the military aspect? 
Again, let us look at conditions of 1860. 

The country was very prosperous and 
Tecruiting fell away badly. It recovered 

Whether the question .seenis rhftor. or not to us; it" wa·s v'e,;-y xeat to 
grandfathers. That was the \lme w'. 
so many ~orts were, built on the So 
Coast which to-day make camp ',ci'!n1 
for the A.C.F. The dangers was see! 
be real·and the army was sniall. M« 
over, following "the traditions of Bri 
military thOUght, the army wa.s 
service overseas,· it was not geared 
defence. As always, when in :pt 
Britain called upon her citizens 
here the middle classes respon 
wholeheartedly. They might not. " 
to be regular soldiers but they are n 
than ready to be citizen-soldiers. 

In 1859 the Seeretary of St.ate w 
to all Lords-Lieutenant asking then 
form volunteer battalions. • The for 
lion of any mtlitia or- ·volunteer cc 
was certain to'be 100 per cent. succ 
ful (a phenomenon repeated when• 
L.D.V. was formed in 1940). Young,i 
came forward in their lnmdreds. It 
a time of intense national pride 
this was coupled: with a proud pat1 
ism. Service for-the country ·was 
just a slogan it was a reality. So Brj 
re3ponded to t.he call made on her 
Power. 

These volunteer units had mucl 
common .with. the . later T-erritt 
Army. They were both officered. 
manned J>y men of similar social b 
grounds. Money was available. 
indeed much from ~blic 90urces 
from private funds. There was a 
variety of uniforms. often at pen; 
expense, and we may be certain 
the spirit more than made up !or 
deficiencies in actual training, th• 
the latter wa.3 taken seriously em 
ih .1860. 

BOYS EAGER TO JOIN 
Given Lhe national danger, the int 

patriotic urge, and the general ex 
ment, is it any wonder that the 
wished to join up with their l 
brothers ? ls it any wonder th 
militia formation, filled with the Cl 

raderie of neighbours and with a ! 
of high ad\1enture, should collect u 
younger brothers. put them into 
form, and let them drill to their h 
content? 

That. is precisely what happened 
throughout the country one finds 1 
junior volunteer forces -coming 
being almost simultaneously. 
owed central direction to no one, 
their uniforms were varied. Some 
doubtless short lived and many 
doubtedly vanished when the so-c 
French scare passed with the Fr, 
Prussian war of 1870. 

Many survived and some of 
existing A.C.F. -t.tnits can trace 
origins away back to these early • 
More. doubtless. -could do so if rC1 
existed. Alas, the spir_it of adve1 
and enthusiasm does not take kind 
.pen and ink and few records of · 
early days have survived, 

SCHOOLS• .LEAO 
Sln~e. each; cadet'" .. ul1it. was ent 

dependent. for what we now call 
mlnistration.: on it.-;." J)arerlt body 
are no central records and we ar, 
pendeflt on diaries, r'egimenta) his1 
and private lette:fs. TO •documen 
true hiGtory of those early years 
require- a great deal of patient res.. 
-far more, alas, than the writer c 
present afford. 

It hardly needs to be said th 
those days of national emergency 
emotion the ,schools could not. h 
the needs of youth. When the V 
teers were formed in 1859 it is a 
certain that many school masters,, 
have offered their services, but SOI 
the leading public schools at 
soi.,:ght permission to form Volu 
Corps of their own. 

~~ ~ 1~f:~it~~8T"l~~:~°CC:~~~= 
sion, that the atea board have full 
powers.to reach a decision on this matter . This Guide Shot'.ild . Boost 

So far as we know at present 
earliest were Eton, Harrow, R 
Rossall, Felsted, Hurstpierpolnt.. 
che,;ter and Tonbridge. These 

A becaM'e the school· ,cadet corps a 
SSy_ 0 t now know them. liut they I.hen w 

But from remarks passed by some of 
the Highland representatives later, 
there seems little hope of the area board 
scrapping the closure plan. 

RAILWA-YMAN'S VIEW 
Mr Donald Mackenzie, an ·Inverness 

town counciUor, himself a railwayman. 
said, "I t><>inted out that the commission 
had only recently appointed a traffic 
manaRer for the North and they were 

A SSYNT Amenities Association are 
lo be compHmented on the Illus­

trated guide book for the district which 
they recently i~e.d- It is compiled and 
edited by Mr Norman Macaskill, the 
local district clerk, and should do much 
to boost lhis magnificent' part of 
Sutherland. 

In a foreword Lord Forbes, forn\er 
._ •. • , ... r"-6- ... ~ .... u1,.i.., 6 ff.,.1,-c 

sands of Achmelvloh. Clachtoll and 
Cla.shnessle are the happy playgrounds 
of an ever-increa-slng nuri'iber· of ·_sum­
mer visitors.'' And mountain climbers 
find a challenge in sueh peaks of awe­
some sounding names as Quinag, CaniSp, 
Ou.I Mor, Suilven -and Ben M"ore A•ynt.. 

The guide is profusely illustrated and 
set off with informative articles. and 
th,..,-. ::1rp 1-f"V~ral o3Res of general in-

part of the VOlunteer Force and 
role· would have been ,operationa· 
_the ~slorx arisen. 
, So:- We· find our second root-this 
embedded _iR the military•needs c 
.community. ·_, · '· · 

(To be. continued.) 
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.. t\t1f.~wt~:\ . . .. 
" BEDROOM SUITE 
'ardrobe, lnt•riOr Full­
,, 2' ,. Wide ·Chut of 
)rnoln1 Table with l 
tr. Sap•I• Ven""• £46.15.0 

SALE PRICE 

SETS 
.,Ith_ .• _, 
rclo •. · l>rop;. 
1 . wfth UP­
flnloh..t in 

,&.10.0 
i SET, 
. Drop-Flap 
,pholotlired 

n.1s.o 
•000000 

0 
.. 0 

THREE- PIECE SUITES 
COMFORTABLE THREE-PIECE SUITE 
con• iotln1 of Wins-Style 2-Seater Sett­
and two Wins Ea•y Chairo. ,Complete 
with four rubber c"u•hion•• ·· 

,.SR~~= £48.1 0.0 
HODEIIN THRH0 PIECE SUITE 
comprlolns 2.S-ter Sett .. and two Ea•y 
Chain wich r•••nible rubber cu•hion•• 

,.SR~~= £59.10.0 

VALUES in CARPETS 
IS 

17" 
·' o·, :AKHINSTIR- CARPETS g ;·. Luxuriou• All Wool PIie •. larp ,.,,se of 

0 traditional, modern ahd chintz dni1M. 
O Sh:n from l x 2½, ydi.' to 4 x l yd•• 

g SALE PRICES fro~ If 11.10.0 
• Fully g COTTON CARPETS 
two or · o Bedroom deeirn In Red, Blue., Blade, 

II main- 0 Gr .. n, Grey and Cream. Slzn from 
0 lxl½ yclo. 

g SALE PRICES from £8·. 17 
0
6 '.·,: 

"".iN-· S ooo AX-MINSTER RUGS 
A tremendous Nlection at toP..value 

EO •; o
0 

price. . Size 21· x s1·. 
. . SALE PRICE 30/• 

'.ERS g. .. 
tor::::. g LINENS 
>cl, Ions 0 
llecord•• O 

lgns g 
0 

>0000~.~ 

RS 
:HAi'II. 

ei:1i:l 
NITURE .. 
· with two 
p. · Shaped 

?9.15.0 

Four lep, 

CE 57/6 

ALL-WOOL BLANKETS 
Beautiful Pa• tel ohadu · of Rooe and 
Green. Size 70- x W. 

SALE PIUCI, Mch 58/6 
FLANNELETTE SHEETS 
For extra winter warmth. White,. Blue, 
rcr:•,ooC:~n, Lilac. _All •I~ , Size 

SALE PRIC:li; per ·pair-44/ 6-

, ALL SALE 'ooc;>DS AVAll.A .. LE ON 
GRANTS S ·. WAYS TO PAY TUl'IS 

EMY STREET, tNVERNESS 

·• ' 

Union ~treet. ELGIN-107°High .. -Street 

ches throughout Scotland 
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tleputatiori, ·wh!> were -led by Provost and drainage engti:i~r -as county ~ngin.' · · ili\'.d _ tltitidetl . _that a : little _di,sciplirle pr
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Robert Wotherspoon ot Inverness, had -·eer-and the road sJrve:ior as the roa<l would ·be the _best, way to start .. ~she eeai •u 
talks between themselves lasting nearly engineer·, if you like, collected helpers ,and started _a band .of those d,ays of national emer1 
an hour. · · Mr M'Iver-Well; I aecept that. . boys who modelled· .themselves on the emotion .the schools -could r 

The meeting, which was held in __ ..,__ Army. That small seed grew to-a cadet the needs of 'youth. ·when t 
private, laste(i for three hourn, and battalion which exists to this day. teers were formed in 1859 it 
afterwards "A complete fiasco ... a SCHOOL PLANS Here 'then is the first root-the desire certain that many school mast 
wasted afternoon ... no better than our Draft plans of Go!spie's new senior to help boys - bedded .deep in the have offered their services, b1 
meeting with Marples," were some of secondary sohool are being submitted sociological conditions of the nineteenth the leading public schools 
the comments from the delJ'lltation. to the Scottish Education Department century. sotJght permission to form 

The deputation, still smarting over the for their approval. Once the De.part- What about the military aspect'? Corps of their own. 
cold reception they got from Mr Ernest ment's reaction is received the final Again, let us look at conditions of 1860. So far •as we knOIW' at pr 
Marples, Mini.Ster of Transport, have plans will go before Sutherland Plan- The country was very prooperous and earlie$t were Eton, Harrov 
been t~ld 'b.)'.,Sir Brian.Robertson, chair- ning Committee and the County Council. :recruitipg fell away badly. It recovered Rossal!, Felsted, Hurstpierpc 
man ~ the' British Transport Commis- ,. . -·, . . .. chester and Tonbridge. TI 
sion, that the area board have full Th·. . G"' .d . Sh'.. '.' Id . D - ..:.. Assynt becam'e the school cadet co, 
powerstoreachadecisiononthismatter. IS Ul e OU ooost now know them. but they th, 

But from remarks passed by some of part of the Volunteer Force 
the Highland representatives later, ASSYNT Amenities Association are sands of Achrnelvfoh, Clachtoll and role would have been operal 
there seems little hope of the area board to be complimented on the illus- C!ashnessie are the ha-ppy p!aygrou.nds .the ~sion arisen. 
scrapping the closure plan. trated guide book for the district. which of an ever-increasing number of ·sum- So.'vie find our second root-

RA ILW A YMA N'S VIEW they recently iSJSUed, It is compiled ,and mer visitors." And mountain climbers embedded in the military ne, 
M D ld Ma k · ·1 edited. by Mr Norman Macaskill, the find a challenge in such peaks of awe- community. · r ona c enz1e, an nverness · (To be continued.) 

town councillor, himself a railwayman, local district clerk, and $hould do much some sounding names as Quinag, Ca01sp, 
said, "I pointed out that the commi!l!iion to boost this magnificent part of 01'1 Mor, Suilven -and Ben M"ore ASl>ynt . 
had only recently a,ppointed a traffic Sutherland. The guide is profusely illustrated and 
manager for the North and they were In a foreword Lord Forbes, former set off with informative articles, and 
not giving him the chance to operate . Minister of State f0r Scottish Affairs, there are several pages of general in-

SP6··RT·S & CR J 
a proper service. who refers to the growing importance formation at the back. ,, , ;... , , 

"We estimate that the proposed clos- Of the tourist industry', congratulates the The coloured fr,onti~pie~. · show~ng . 
ures will save the commission about association "on the imagination and the peaks of Quinag ·ai:l,d' ·K;yle'!fkil Fetty·, , ~ 
£20,000 a year . . In all the rn~tings w_e initiative which they have shown . in Will be treasured by many and should 
have had, not ohe of them •has .contra- producing it." be an incentive to those.who hiwe never. 
dieted that figure. If they really . wel')t Lord Forbes adds, "It is always excit- visited this majestic part of Sutherland 
out w get traffic and introduced spe£ial ing to be able to plan a holiday ahead to make good the omis,ion. The price 

. h Sf().uthus Stree 
· . . ;TA-~N 

E~lJIPMENT fo~ 

Athletics, Bowls, e, 
rates, they could get back their £20,000 and this is exactly what this guide of the guide is 2/-. , 1 

. C~mplng, ,_Fpotball, T! 
G61f, Underwater Swim 
Fishing, Shooting, Mo'~ 

in a. matter of weeks. We are far from enables one to do. The district of 
satis(ied with to-day's meeting!' Assynt has always been well kl')own for 

"It was almost a wasted afternoon," its Scel\ic grandeur arid it has also very 
Mr R. Macle-1, Dingwall town coun- many •attractfons which combine to 
cillor, said . . "W,hat we want .now is fox: make a petfect holiday.'' · . 
the High~and M,P.s to raise the whole And that is apparent when one reads 
matter from the floor of the Ho.use of the ~xt and studies the many fine 
Commoris .. and . let the Prime. Minister photographs. As Mr John Mil.ne, chair­
know what the people in the Highlands man of the district council, says in an 
want. I f9r one am prepared to fight .introauction, Assynt "is an artist·s 
this thing the wwle way!' .: paradise." And h~ adds, "The lovely 

Star Window. Motor · Display Boosts Nodh 
rnHE Ford Motor Company of Dagen• I art organise,r, who must be congratu­
.L ham have instituted a window lated on his fine achievement. The 
display trophy competition among their judging of the competition was done by 
main distributors throughout the British .a panel of exper\s from the Ford Com­
Isles the best display being chosen pany's sales promotion department. 
from' Scotland, London, South-West This is t:he first time that this prize 
England and South Wales, the Midlands, has ever come to the North of Scotland. 
Northern England and Northern Ire­
land. 

Taylors of Invergoroon Ltd. have 
won thts competition with their window 
display entitled "Stars of the Ford 
Galaxy." They have constructed · a . 
background showing the night sky with 
the various stars and a constellation 
pictorially represented, and in the fore­
ground• stand the latest Ford models 
from Dagenham. 

!fhe· display was designe~r· and exe­
cuted by Mr. I. L. Campbell, the coonty 

NEW A~POINTMENTS 
Sir John Erskine has been appointed 

deputy chairman of the North Of Scot­
land Hydro-Electric B.oard in place of 
Sir Hugh · Mackenzie who died last 
December. 

As we reported liast week Lieut.-Col. 
Robert Neilson, Kinlochbervie, has been 
a,ppointed a part-time member of the 
board for the period from J ~nuary • 1 
last to December 31, 1962. 

' • i' • 

The Department of Health for Scot­
land have .approved of• a piped . water 
supply scheme for Rosehali and ,~nver­
shin it was intimated at a m~tmg of 
Sutherland Coonty Council recently. 
· The rate of grant was n.9t given. 

MUSICIANS' REQUISI; 

RACQUETS RESTRUNG -r 
Let ··us Sup.ply ·your 1960 

TA RT AN Olaries . 3/6, 4/•, 4/6 
W,OMAN'S OWN - .,-· 1/6 
ARCHITECT & BUILDER 5/• 
CAMERA 11/3 & 4/9 
CIVIL ENGINEER 5/-
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 5/-
ENGINEER 5/• 
FARMER 5/• & 5/9 
BUSINESS MAN 5/· 
GARDENER . . 5/• 
WOODWORKER . . 5/• 

' ENID BLYTON Diaries 3/3 & II/-
LADIES 3/3 
KING'S OWN 2/6 & 3/3 
UEWEL 3/6 
PEARL (Day to Page) 3/9 & 4/3 

POC'KET (Oay t~ Pase) .. 
RUBY (2; Days to Pllge) .. 

'Practical HOUSEHOLDER 
· Royal anci Merchant NA VY 

ROAD MAP .. 
SCOOTER. .... 
MOTORISTS, 
TELEVISION · 
RADIO, ; . . ... 
DOG OWNERS .. 

. OF,FICE DIARIES -
No. 60''-- 1 ·week to Page · 
No, 52 - 1 Day to Page 
No. 115 - 2 Days to Page 
No. 44 - 1 Day to Page , .. 
LARGE . FIGURE CA LEND, 

Our many Customers In the North and West are invited to send .fi 
Orders as soon as possible so that these can be d~alt with by Retut1 

'rHE. NORTHERN 
GOLSPIE 

TIMES. 'L11 
PHONE: 
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r~:,p. U. LEADERS 
''ACCUSED'' 

A.P. Action Was "12 
Months Too Late" 
[E leaders of the :Kationul 
Farmers' Cnion of Scotland 
accused recently of being ' ' 12 

ths too late" in taking action 
1st the Government's proposed 
·in ·Marginal Agricultural Produc-
grants. 

e occasion was a meeting, in Lan-
1\re. of the Sco~tish Peat and 
. Development Association, and 
ain Ben Coutts, factor to Mr 
ael Noble, M.P. for North A·rgyll, 
that M.A.P. in its old form was 

{ed two years ago, not just a few 
hs ago. "It is a sad fact Iha: the 
1 only ,began to fight against the 
:rriment's plans 12 months too late." 
dded, "Whatever other grants we 
in the Highlands · we will never 
, grant which has done more good 
'M.:A.P." 

ce have been inclined to think that 
inefficient farmers should be car­
filong by subsidJ!es. This ·would 

be -tholed in any other industry, 
union has been too ready to shout 
. ·wolf! The futu•re of our industry 
mg to rely much more on capital 
.s than on hand-out .grants," he 

PLOUGHING GRANTS 
1e time has come when ineffi­
Y cannot be tolerated in the in­
y-'-and that •goes for the N.F.U. 
veil," declared Colonel Michael 
eith. "It is crazy that they al­
l M.A.P. to .be cut. The cut should 
been in one of the 'blanket' grants 
as that for ploughing." 

Woodburn, a former Secretary 
ate for Scotland, said he had to 
•i;t th;is view. The N.F.U. had only 
1e alive to the M.A.P. issue after 
:I passed through Parliament and 
an accomplished fact. Agitation 
too .late. 
G. Dunlop (Newton Stewart) in­

to defend, Union policy and r e­
I to the bitter fight its leaders had 
,p to safeguard the gran.ts. 
Woodburn had been questioned 

meral agricultural policy and his 
sought on the situation. "We a-re 

n the process of becoming Euro­
." he said. "The Government and 
,untry are turning away from sup­
.g agriculture as they did and 
is a frosty wind blowing.'' 

fain Coutts said he thought sub­
. were not intended to keep the 
1ent farmers in business. "I agree 
here is a much colder blast blow­
ow and in the future there will 
wer straight handouts and more 
1 improvement ~rants. 
1atever grants we may get in the 
mds," said Captain Coutts "we 
ever get one as good as M A p 
_t think the people who were· g~t~ 
: at the time realised how much 
: doing for them. It was a very 
.hought out plan with no possi­
; of waste and always something 
w for lt." 

.F.U. Statement 
National Farmers' Union of Scot-

1nd have come 01;t with strong 
,g for branches, particu'arly in the 

who 'have complained about the 
ng of · Marginal Aid Production 
~I-aims by Agricultural Executive 
1ttees. 

RENEWED HOPE FOR Danger 
DORNOCH LINE 

Highland Fund Intervenes 
''Ta king Over'' from 

to Suggest 
B.T.C. 

THE Re,·. William :\iacLeod, con-
vener of Sutherland and pro­

vost of Dornoch, expressed himself as 
"very hopeful" when he was comment­
ing last Friday on the statement by Mr 
J. M. Rollo, chairman of the Highland 
Fund, that the Fund were interested in 
keepin,g open the eight-mile Dornoch to 
Mound branch railway line threatened 
with closure by the British Transport 
Commission. 

Mr Rollo had said in Glasgow the 
previous day that the Fund might run 
this lme themselves if their negotiations 
with B.T.C. were not a success. And he 
advocated the use of small diesel 
coaches. 

"H British Raiiways a-re going to 
close this line," said Mr MacLeod, "1t 
wou,ld be very st,range if they refused 
the Highland Fund offer to keep it open 
on their own account. When the coal 
pits were nationalised and the Coal 
Board threatened to close down the 
little mine at Brora, that did not pre­
vent Sir David Robertson, M.P., from 
stepping in and keeping it going_ The 
fact that this was a nationalised indus­
try did not prevent the Brora mine 
from functioning independently." 

CASE IN WALES 
It was too eaTly to be optimistic about 

the Dornoch line, continued Mr Mac­
Leod, but "there is a very bright gleam 
of hope that this line will not be 
closed." There was a similar case in 
W,ales, he added, where a company had 
taken over a branch line similar to Dor­
noch's. 

"At an events, I am hopeful that the 
Highland Fund will persevere and will 
do their utmost to bring this idea to 
success ,because they .are very inter­
ested in anythjng pertaining to the 
economy of a remote area such as this." 

If the Fund did run the Dornoch line, 
Mr MacLeod said, the possibilities were 
many. He believed that if the Highland 
Fund got a fair chance they could show 
the transport authorities how to make a 
profit out of a venture o( this kind. But 
Mr MacLeod admitted that there were 
many snags. But he was hopeful that 
since the Fund had taken up this mat­
ter something favourable might result. 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
It was announced last week that the 

lflghland Fund Council had made a 
direct approach to the British Transpo~t 
Commission asking for discussions to 
find out how they could help to prevent 
the closures of branch railway lines 
north of Inverness, which are scheduled 
for March 31. 

Mr Rollo said they wanted to help 
financially, and were even prepared to 
jnvestigate the possibility of running 
the Mound-Dornoch branch line Inde­
pendently if British Railways would 
make all the facts and figures available. 

"We are willing to i:to forward with 
constructive proposals," said Mr Rollo. 

"Our charter is to help in the economic 
and social development of the High­
lands, and we •are not goini to squander 
money foolishly on wildcat schemes." 

The fund were particularly interested 
in the Mound-Dornoch line because they 
believed it was ·by no means in the 
centre of a decaying economy. 

The other branch line, between Fort­
rose and the main line, was 23 miles 
long, he ·added, and they felt that it 
would be outwith their -resources to 
maintain it. 

They were willing to disooss how 
they could help financially to run the 
Dornoch line, which has three stations 
and a halt along its seven and three­
quarter mile length, 

"It is p.erhaps an extraordinary 
step," added Mr Rollo, "but unless we 
take such steps in the Hi.ghlands we 
shall get nowhere." 

DIESEL COACHES 
What form would the help take? Mr 

Rollo said it might mean offering to 
meet the losses, or it might mean the 
operation of the Dornoch line as an 
independent unit. If they took it over, 
they wouad probably operate a fre­
quent servlce of diesel coaches. 

At the moment there were two 
trains a d:ay in each direction. But Mr 
Rollo emphasised that plans for as­
sistance were still "only hypothetical" 
-and nothing could be decided unless 
the British Transoort Commission 
were prepared to put all their facts 
and figures on the table. 

"NOT DECAYING" 
Mr Rollo said they had been in touch 

wl'.h the Transport Users' Consultative 
-Committee on the closing of 30 stations 
between Inverness and Thurso, and 
the reply had been that they were 
taking no further ,action. 

These were not decaying lines lead­
ing to a decaying community, he said. 
Last year 21.000 passengers were car­
ried. It was a service which was bei-ng 
ended despite protests, at a time when 
Mr HUlgh Fraser had spoken of the 
area being selected for the extension 
of the tourist industry in the High­
lands . 

FORMAL VERDICT 
A jury at Dingwall Sheriff Court la,t 

Friday returned a formal verdict on th~ 
death of Mr George Hector Mackay, 
farm worker. Lemlair Cottages. near 
Dingwall. Mr Mackay. who belonged 
to Melness. died from injuries he sus­
tained in a road accident at Station 
Square, Dingwall, on October 24, 1959. 

B.R. APPOINTMENT 
Mr Edward A. S. Thomson, formerlv 

British Railways' assistant district 
traffic superintendent, Inverness. has 

bee;-i appointed traffi<? officer for the 
Northern division, and remains at 
Inverness. 

**************************************************' 
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DORNOGH BRANCH 
RAILWAY 

Hi~hland Fund Are 
TakinQ Action 

'.THE Rev. William MacLeod, 
convener, told Sutherland 

County Council at Lairg last Mon­
day that the Highland Fund"s 
a:>roposals for keeping open the Dornoi.:h 
branch railway line would be sub­
mitted to the British Transport Com­
mission in due course. 

"I am not prepared to say very much 
.at the moment. but it should be grati­
fying to w:; that the Fund should be 
prepared to spend money in the county. 
Whether their venture will succeed or 
not, :I am very happy to see them taking 
S11ch ia close interest in us." 

At this point Mr G. Fraser Dalchiel 
interrupted to say it was hi; informa~ 
tion that Dornoch Town Council "are 
not helping themselves in this matter. 
A fat cattle grading centre should have 
been working in Dornoch, but it is 
stopped by the Town Council." 

"QUITE WRONG'' 
Mr MacLeod-1 do not think you have 

the picture right. 
Mr Fraser - I think I have it very 

good. There are. three certification 
.centres in Caithne55 and six in Ross­
shire, and none in Sutherland. I believe 
this centre was absolutely complete, but 
the Town Council put a stop to it. 

Mr MacLeod - That, is quite wrong, 
1 believe the certification centre will be 
established in Dornoch, but it will be 
established in a regular manner. 

Here Mr Fraser said the Town Coun­
cil were "objecting to some refuse 
dump." 

Mr MacLeod-These two things are 
not related, but the certification centre. 
I believe. will materialise, but it must 
materialise on a proper ·basis. 

Mr G. M'Iver, Brora, said he under­
.stood the Highland Fund as a body had 
taken no action regarding the Dornoch 
branch line. "They haven't even dis­
cussed it ." 

POLICY FORMULATED 
But Mr MacLeoct said they had dis­

,cussed the matter and formulated ·a 
-policy which they were pressing on the 
authorities concerned. They were 
making an offer for the branch line. 
''They have definite proposals which 
they are pursuing with the authorities." 

Mr J . H. Mackay, Melvich-Are they 
basing their fig1~re,3 on 21,000 passengers 
-carried in 12 months ? 

Mr MacLeod - The Highland Fund 
.are using figures submitted by the 
B.T.C. 

Mr J. P . Whittet. Clashmore said one 
interesting thing was that the· arrange­
ments for closing down these railway 
stations was fixed for last September, 
,and yet they were still running. 

Mr A. M. Ross. Brora-At a loss. 
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Miss Linda R. Cook, daughter of Mr John Cook, former hea<I master of Helmsd 
her weddiing, at King's College- Chapel, Aberdeen, to Mr Cyril G. M. Dun 

RATING FIGURES FOR SUTHERLAND I 
THE :werage rate !eYied in the 

landward area of Sutherland . 
in 1959-60 was 25 ' 3¼-an increase 
of 4¼d compared ~ith the previous 
year. The rate levied in the bu•rgh of 
Dornoch was 23/-. an increase of 7/­
compared with the previous year, and 
perhaps the largest increase for burghs 
in Scotland. 

The average rate levied in the land­
ward area of Caithness was 22/10½, an 
increase of 1/0°~ compared with the 
previous year. 

The average rate levied in Scotland 
as a whole was 23/7. compared with 
23/9 in 1958-9, and 22/11 in 1957-58. 

The highest rate levied in the land­
ward area of Sutherland was 31/4 and 

the lowest 24/4, while the respective 
figures in Caithness were 28/8 and 26/2 
In the burghs of Thurso and Wick the n 
rates levied were respectively 26/- J 
and 21/2, increases of 5/6 and 3/6 corn- c 
pared with the previous year, ar 

These figures are given in the 1960 p 1 
edition of '"Rates and Rateable Values ar 
in Scotland" published this week by G 
the Scottish Home Department. 

Rates were increased in l13 areas, sc 
reduced in 47 and remained unchanged 
in 71. The average changes for small P< 
burghs showed an increase of 5d and St 
for landward areas of counties a de- L, 
crease of 3d. 

"Early Start"' on Roseha11 Water Scheme 

Sutherland's rateable
6 

value (land­
ward area) for 1959-6 is given as 
£77,523, the estimated population is 
shown as 12.098, and the acreage w; 
1.296,589. Dornoch's rateable va Jue is to 
given as £8973, the estimated popula- ea 

1h°;~. i\.~~~=nfi:~r8:; g~~~ ~hgeg/e~:t~~e f~; w : T;E engineer:;' February progress 
report for county piped water supply 

schemes was in the following terms-
Locflinver - Construct10n of the new 

works has been substanti:.lly completed 
iand work is proceeding on backfilling 
.around tanks, fencing tanks and rein­
.statement of the Baddidarroch trench. 
-Connections to the new mains are pro­
,ceeding. Plans are being ,prepared for 
a thorough investigation of the old 
mains by cutting out sections to decide 
where scraping is necessary. 

been explained last year, the grant offer 
of 51 per cent. for the fourth group of 
water supply schemes was "calculated 
in accordance with the criteria agreed 
with the Treasury and uniformly 
applied throughout Scotland.and it is 
regretted that it is not po,ssible to amend 
the grant offer . 

"While it is noted that the Rosehall 
and Little Rogart schemes are included 
in the Fraser development scheme for 
the Bonar-Bridge area. the Depart­
ment's unqerstailding is that the water 

the county as a whole-£86.496 (rate- to 
ab'e value). 12.935 (population) and wi 
1,297,913 (acreage). m. 

Caithness rateable value is given as in 
£215,734, the estimated population was th 
26.161 and the acreage area was 438.833. op 

The total receipts of local authori- ea 
ties from rates for the year a re esti­
mated to amount to £74.348,000 com­
pared with £70,541.000 in 1958-59, the 
rateable value on which rates are I Le 
leviable is £11'.l 111 00/l rnm.-.~•~-' .;.,, : u. - -
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1Rortbern r!i1nes THESE RAIL STATIONS CLOSE SPLEr 
FRID.-\ Y. :\L\ Y 6, 1060. ONJUNE13 F 
M·ISERABLE STORY 

13 I WHETHER one is for or against 
the British Transport Com­

mission 's decibion to close cel'tain 
railway stations north of Inverness. 

B.T.C. "Sacrifice Highlands" ,THERE 

I 
fur tl 

one must have sympathy wit.h the local S L"THERLA_!\D ·was l'epresented _at 
authorities who have been fighting the the meetmg of !or.al authorities 
case for so long and who have been in Inverness on ,vectne:sclay to pro­
led to ,ho~e. by one reprieve after the test against the British Transport Com­
other, ,ha. there would be some sub- mission's decision to close certain 
stant,al concessions. b h 1 1· d 

Now ,they are -going to the House of I ranc ra1 way ines an passenger 
Commons with thei:r protest next week. stall.ons north of Inverness on Monday, 
in a final effort to have the closure de- June 13. Rogar~. The Mound . Cambus­
f-erred again. That is a reasonab:e pro- 1 av1e Halt, Ske,-bo, Embo and Dorncch 
posal, especially since we are coming w1l_l_ all be affected. _ . 
into the beginning of the visitor season, Smee last July_ this a-ct1on has bc~n 
and Rogan is part of the Fraser tourist I On the cards (writes_ a corresponden .) 
development plan. and the closure ongmally was to be 

The view tha,t the Scottish Transport on a date last September, but because 
Users' Consultative Committee had not of vigorous protests the B.T .C. h~ld off, 
given the authorities concerned full or announced a new date, and that m turn 
proper support (expressed on Wednes- was abandone_cl. Now, at last, they have 
day at Inverness !by Counci!lor G. M. made _up their minds, and apparently 
Morrison, of Bonar-Bridge) will be there 1s to be no ~oncess1on. 
backed by many, for here it was that CON:VENER S COMM~~T 
<the rot set in. This committee shut their Comm~n_t1ng on the dec1s1on, the 
eyes to local conditions. Between Bonar Rev. Wllliam MacLeod, convener of 
and Lairg, a distance of 10 miles, there Sutherland, and pr~vos~ of Dornoch, 
are two small stations which are going said last MondaY:, It 1s beyo!ld me 
to remain open, while between Lairg wh_a~ they are trymg to do. _I ~hink the 
and Gdlspie, a distance of 18 miles, British_ Transp0rt _Comm1ss1~ are 
there is going to be :none with the determined to do this _as a kind o,f 
closure of Rogart and The Mound. 1f gesture to cover up -their own lack of 
there are good and sufficient reasons 
for this these have never been ex­
pressed publicly. 

The whole sorry matter has been 
miserably handled. If the B.T.C. had 
said at the start that they were not 
going to give way on any account. then 
there would lbe more sympathy for 
them to-day. __ ,. __ 

"Highland Week" 
L ATER this month hotelkeepers in 

Dornoch are holding a "Highland 
Week," a project started by Mrs Burns, 
of the Castle Hotel, last year. Now 
she has been joined by other hotel 
proprietors. Mr a.nd Mrs William 
Currie, of the Burghfield House Hotel , 
spoke of their plans for this populax 
event in the B.B.C.'s "Town and 
Country" V.H.F. programmP. broadcast 
from Rosemarkie last Tuesday night. 

The new V.H.F. magazine programme 
for Orkney. Caithness and Strathnaver, 
which opimed on Tuesday night. pro­
vides a possible link between Gaelic 
speakers in Orkney and the northern­
mo-st outpost of their native speech on 
the mainland. Mr Ian Grahame, who 
belong:, to Lochi-nver and who lives in 
K irkwall, ended the programme with 
a few remarks about this addressed to 
Gaelic hsteners 

DOG-OWNERS WARNED 
At Dornoch Sheriff Court last Tues­

day the -0wners of two dogs which had 
chased sheep at Achina, Bettyhi!l, on 
March 20 last, were ordered to keep the 
-animals under proper contra!. 

PROPERTY FOR SALE 

LAIRG 

FOR SALE, by Private Bargain, the 
Dwelling-house known as Craiglyn,ne, 
Lairg, -containing 2 public and 2 bed­
rooms, kitchen, etc.; electricity. For 
further particulars apply to the Sub­
scribers, with whom offers should be 
lodged by 18th May, 1960. 

LAST BID 
At a protest meeting In Inverness 

on Wednesday Highland local 
authorities' representatives ap• 
pointed a slx·man deputation to go 
to the House of Commons next week 
in a final effort to have deferred 
the British Transpo·rt Commission's 
decision to close down certain 
brancti lines atld ranway passenger 
services on June 13. 

proper organisation and management. 
Th.at is, in my view, responsible for 
their financial difficulties. 

"We are just in the same old role-­
the poor old Highlands are sacrifieed 
to cover up the Commission's difficul­
ties in other ,parts. With our sparse­
ness of population, they assume that 
the Highlands will always take every­
lthing quietly. They assume, since this 
part of the world is somewhat more 
patient and responsible than other 
areas. that what happened in Cyprus 
and Malta could not happen in the 
Highlands. Bu't they are making a mis­
take for as <the Old Book says, 'oppres­
sion makes even wise men mad'.'' 

And Mr J. P . Whittet, Sutherland 
County Council's representative on the 
Highland local authorities ' deputation, 
who have been negotiating with the 
B.T.C. . commented, "It seems most 
extraordinary and quite a,bsurd alto­
gether that they are closing these 
stations right at the beginning of the 
tourist season." 

COMMITTEE ATTACKED 
Mr G. M. Murray, who represents 

Rogart on the County Council, also 
deplored the fact that the staitions were 
to •be closed at the beginning of the 
summer season. He added "What is 
ann0:)'in2 me also is the · amount of 
public money 1and valuable time wasted 
in our negotiations with the Commis­
sion." 

And he deplored the pant played by 
the Scottish Transport Users' Consul­
tative Committee w'ho had approved 
everything put forward by the Com­
mission. "Instead of helping us they 
have done the opposite. This shows 

that this committee sadly need review- to be held 
:ng_ :hey are so one-sided. 3. A featu 

··J am tcrnbly d isappointed with this junior choii 
decision. It 1s against every effort we county-fro 
are making for progress We shall want hill Loch;r 
to know the r easons for this action and land Te<:h 
for a!_I the de '. 11ys there have been . Brora and 
Why were we called for talks in Edin- I a record at 
burgh ar.d London? After all the 1.ime . choral sin 
that has elapsed we are back where especially 
we ~tarted, and the Commission are cerned. 
carrying out their original proposals." Mr D. F 

So far as Rogart was concerned the "The NorQ 
Commissi-0n were going to close down his comm.it 
the passenger service at the station Tesponse in 
but keep two men on duty to deal with the history 
parcels. Even if they had made this worrled or 
an unattended halt for passengers it 
would have helped the situation, for 
he had no -confidence in the .proposed 
bus service. especially in winter when 
the roads were snowbound. 

HIGHLAND FUND HOPE 
It will be recalled that In the fight 

to keep the stations open the North 
deputation went to London to meet Mr 
Ernest M. arples, Minister of Transport, I 
and in Ma,rch the Highland Fund, Ltd., 
offered to maintain the section of rail­
way between The Mound and Dornoch. 

A reorganised passenger .service will 
run. between Inverness and Wick and 
Thur-so. and passenger trains will be 
withdrawn from the following sta~ions: 
-Bunchrew, Lentran, Clunes, Beauly, 
Mu'lr of Ord, Conon, Foulis, Evanton, 
Alness. Delny, Ki!dary, Nigg Edder­
ton, Rogart, The Mound, Oa.rn.busavie 
Halt. Skelbo, Embo, Dornoch, Loth, 
Halkirk, Bower Wattmi and Bilbster. 

"Go Out" to Attract 
Industry 

Mr G. M. Murray, Rogart, asked 
Sutherland County Council last week 
if any industrial firms had been 
approached about setting up factories 
in these parts. He had broached the 
matter at a previous meeting, he said, 
when they were discussing recomme111-
dations from a public meeting held at 
Balvraid. 

The Rev. William MacLeod. convener, 
said the assurance had been given that 
the cour:cil would give every -help to 
any firm who wanted to start an in­
dustry here. 

Mr Murray - Try to m a ke some 
approach. Other cou:nties have done 
so. I fee! that we as a local authority 
should make approaches and not just 
wait. 
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''Missing" Climber Sought 
THE other Sunday morning two shots ! the Sunda 

from a gamekeeper's gun and a at Lairg 1 
handkerchief signal told a search party and two l 
that a climber missing on Ben Hee, in and John 
Sutheralnd, was safe. The climber was They cli 
Mr George Speed, who works in the find Spee, 
chemical department . at Dounreay had gone 
atomic energy station. where he 

He had been one of a party who had Rev . Dur 
climbed to the top of the mountain on Gamekeep 
the Saturday. Speed was missing when them-Mr 
the party, after encountering dense fog, -walked 
reached the foot ·of the mountain. A mountain 
search party arrived from Thurso on The she 

GEORGE ROSS & NOBLE, 
Solicitors, Inverness. No Uoi1rading For These Roads 
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LOCHIEL'S 
NORTH 

"SHOCK" FOR 
COUNTIES 

RAIL CLOSURES 
PROTEST 

TWO TEACHERS 1 
EDUCATION COl"'. 

His "Attitude'' :-Inverness-Wick Railway 
Line Will Be Closed Down Eventually 

"HumbugQed" by Mr 
Marples 

AS we repori,ed last week Highland 
local authorities are to "lobby" 

M.P.s in U10 House of Commons 
over the BrlUoh Transporl Commission's 
decision to close certain branch railway 
lines and passe-nger stations north of 
Inverness on Mond-ay, June 13. • 

Pointer for Rest of 
MRS C. P . Rt:THERFORD, vice-

<"ho.irm.O.Jl, borrowing R. pbrnse 
from the Prime Mini,ter, desoribed 
the move to have teachers represented 
on Sutherland Education Committee as 
an indication of the ·•wind of change," 

Mr MacL 
teachers? 

Mr M'Lel 
choice will 
members. 

CoLONEL Cameron of Lochiel, 
chRinnon of the Scottish Arca 

Doard of t.he British Tnm•port 
Commission. ·had taken the attitude 
that in time the whole railway U1,e 
from Inverness to Wick and Thurso 

.ie-ther. We thou1ht it was something 
to help us. Instead oC helping us. we 
are in danger of lo.sing our transport 
services 111lto1ether. And we have no 
air service." Affected. in Sutherland are The 

Mound-Dornoch branch line and Ro&art 
passenger station. 

The committee approved a recom­
mendation by the Joint Advisory Coun­
cil (representing thf.' Education Commit­
tee and .the teachers) that two teachea-s 
should sit on the committee, although 
they would have no voUne: powers-for 
an experimental period. o! one year. The 
time was coming when teachers would 
sit as full members, said Mrs Ruther­
ford . 

Mr Macl.A 
propose tea 
We should< 

would be closed down. 
That was &tated by Mr J. G. Mac­

donald in DomOC!h last Friday night 
when 'he was telline the Town Council 
about the meeting held in Inverness 
t·he previous Wcdne5day by Northern 
local authority representalives to pro• 
test ag:ai-nst the B.T.C. decision to close 
down certain branch railway lines and 
passenger stations on June 13 next. 

Mr Macdonald. paying tribute to the 
efforts of the chairman. Provost Wother­
spcon. of Inverness. said he had been 
"'very severe" in his criticism or Lochiel. 

· ••we iot the greatest shock when 
Lochiel sugge&ted in his letter that In 
the very near future the railway line 
Will be dosed from lnvet'ness to Wick 
and Thurso. That is Lochlel"s attitude. 
He stated that in his letter." 

COMMITTEE ATTAOKEI) 
Mr W. C. Wright, the clerk, who allo 

attended the Inverness mHting on 
behalf ot Dornoch Town Council. said 
that for some time he had bee-n tn 
favour ot some form of lntet'dic:t be.Ing 
taken out .. against all and sundry so 
that lhe people who have been eluding 
the Issue would be torced to come for• 
ward with their arguments. I round. 
'\lnfortunat.ely. that my idea wos tar 
from popular. 

"lt was quite obvious from the, very 
beginning that the .July meetin& in 
Edinburgh with the Scottish Transport 
Users' Consultative Committee was the 
J<ernel of the whole thing. U that 
committee had made a recommendation 
aga inst the British Transport Commis­
sion pro-posals in any form. the way 
would have been dear to have, held up 
the- clruing or the- railway. The mere 
fact that they made no such recom­
mendation at all meant that evet'yone, 
incJucUng the Minister of TransPort and 
the Prime Minister. could turn round 
and say they therefore could do nothing 
about it. That was the crux o{ the 
matte-r." 

LONDON LEAD 
Mr H. Clunie sn1d it appeared that the 

Scottish Area Board were foHowJng the 
learl given them by London In the shape 
<l! the British Transport Commission, 

He had read there was to be a great 
deal o( decentralisation in the railways. 
Now here was this bOdy. which were 
supposed to be looking after the High­
lands. al present following the leaa 
given by London. They were not doing 
an.vlhing at -an to keep the Highland 
line o.pen. It wa,1 the same with roads. 
Now more buses were going to be put 
on roads wh ich were not .fit for the 
extra load. 

Mr Wright said that so far as the rail 
closure plan was concerned there was a 
"plethora of bodiers" who accepted no 
re:-l)Qr,sibilit. · 

Provost William MacLeod commented 
that the Government White Paper, '"Re-. 
view or Highland Policy," so far as 
transport was concerned. seemed to be 
••just talk and nothinrc more. We must 
have misread this White Paper alto-

SPORTS & CRAFTS 
7 ST DUTHUS STREET, TAIN 

Camping Equipment 

TENTS TENTS TENTS 
Scooter Tents - Igloo Tents 

CHOOSE YOURS NOW 
BAGS, STOVES 

BEDS, Etc. 

Immediate Attention to Postal 

Enquiries 

Bowls - Fishing - Tennis 

Here Mr Wri1ht said that the- lack or 
intereit of such as the Highland Panel, 
Tour1-st Board and Crofters Commission 
was "only too painfully obvious." Non,e 
or these bodi~s was represen~d at the 
Inverness meefing. 

At last week's meeUna of local 
authority representaUves at Inverness 
-Provost Robert Wotherspoon presided 
-the Prime Minister. the Minister of 

Mr M'Lc 
enough, Th( 

Mr M'lvei 
them the op 
members. 

Mr MacU 
are respons 
vile. 

Mr Macdonald commented that such 
as Mr William Nicholson, manager of 
th~ Scottish Tourist Board, had "slipped, 
iently and quietly out of it."• And so 
h-ad the two M.P.s, Colonel Neil Mac. 
Lean and Mr Jack Macleod. "Someone 
had got at them. They are acting under 
ordus." 

Transport. Cameron of Lochiel end Sir 
John Banks. chairman of the Scottish 
Transport Users' Consultative Commit­
tee, were all auacked for their part in 
the prolonged ne1otiations. 

The voting was six in favour of the 
Tecornmendatlon and ftve against.. 

Mr M'Leli 
convener lh• 

Mr MacLE 
of this will 1 

extra staff. 

Provost MacLeod - Al tile start, all 
these bodies were interested <in fieht­
lng the closure) and here we are. 

Mr Macdonald-They slid sently out 
o! 11. 

WORK IS WANTED 
Provost MacLeod continued, "It can­

not be denied that Uie Government are 
spendln1 a lot of money on the Hllh• 
lands, but the ls a right way and a 
wronc way. Money 11 beln, spent on 
roads and \"lrious project!, but it la not 
being spent ln a way that will mean any 
recovery so far as population of this 
county is :concemed. What we want is 
work for our people. No amount of 
tourism or advice trom the Hifhland 
Panel will give us a 5table economic 
basis. We must iet work for our people.. 
and it is the Government's resPonsi­
billty to see that we are cet.tlnc a fair 
share of the work available. 

"The Hl&hlands were neglected before 
any ot 'US were bol-n. lt has gone on 
proarc:sstvely. We shall find ourselves 
without any reasonable pOpU.lation at 
all. and the Highlands wlll be turned 
into what one politician has described 
as a playground for the rest of the 
nation. That is not what we want for 
the Highlands. This brings ,home lo me 
the str-ange apathy of our own ~le 
to Dornoch that we are left here with• 
out a full complement of councillors." 

T~ogue'sT . V.1 Plans 
Once the North of Scotland Hydro­

Board say their power poles c-an be 
used. television plans for the viltage of 
Tongue wl11 go ahead. 

Tongue Is a "black spot" for normal 
aerials. and ,a club has been formed In 
the village- with the object of bcilding 
an aerial on hieh ground behind Brae­
tongue and pipe T .V. si&nals by line to 
local viewers wishing to take part in 
the scheme. The cost of the equipment 
Is over £400, and at l)resent there are 
19 members in the T .V. club, but many 
more are expected to join once tele­
vision eets under way. 

The \ISe of the power poles is 
essential. and once the club cet the 
Hydro Board's .permission the con­
tractors will be ready to go to work. 

New Towo Clerk 
MR :::'i~ M=-~M:~.!1~:.:t 

IIRISTLINQ WITH DIPFICULTIES 
.. The problem is so thorny and bri1t• 

Ung will difficulties no one wants to 

~~~~ to ;\~e.'!h~~~:hf:du i~o: 
Wotherspoon. He read recent letters 
received in reply to their protH\I. 
These were some of the commenu 
made by deleca tes-

On the Prime Minlster-"l don't tllink 
he knows there is ,uc:h a plltOle' as the­
North of Scotland,• said Sutherland 
County Councillor Geor1e M. Murray. 
RogarL "He play, •olt- here, that Is 
all ." 

Provost Wotherspoon-He may play 
ro1f at Dotnoch. but he doesni have to 
depend on train& to 1et there. 

On Mr Ernest Marples, Minister of 
Transport. who sent a Jenicthy state• 
ment showinc how he reconc;iled the 
rail closure with Government White 
Papers for the development of the 
Hi&hlands. , 

"GHASTLY DOCUMENT' 
"It ls the most extraordinary docu­

ment l have ever read/' Aid Provost 
Wotherspoon. ''If ever we wieT"e hum• 
bugged, it is by a document like this, 
He must rea;ard us as a lot of imbeciles 
it he thinks we c:an't ace- through the 
full effect of a document or this nature. 
It is a 1hast1y document. We can't 
stand by and see 8 pricelees heritage 
taken from us in this unscrupulous 
manner." 

On Lochiel. chairman of the Scottish 
area board of the B.T.C.-"Our letter 
to him asked quite a few pertincnL 
questions. but he treats it with utter 
contempt and in a m-anner every mem­
ber here resents." said Provost Wother­
spoon. •'This letter comes trom n man 
whom you would expect to have the 
interest of the Hi;:hlands more at heart." 

On Sir J ohn Banks and U,e Scottish 
,:ra-nsport Users' Consultative Com­
mittee - "They didn't give us full or 
suffici~nt support be-cnuse they were 
unaware or all the circumstances." said 
Mr G. M. Morrison. Dornoch and Crelch 
District Council. 

On the Scottish Area Board of lhe 
B.T.C.-"The- people in the far North 
;\re .being deprived of an adequate 
transport system through the trickery 
ot the Board. They have hoodwinked 
the people-some of their figures are 
definitely wrona. and the B.T.C. hiwe 
tailed to make any reference to them," 
said Councillor D. Mackenzie, I nver-
ness. 

FOR BIBLE SOCIETY 

The teachers concerned will be nOmi­
nated. by t he local branches of the 
Educational lnslttute of &otland, but 
their choice will not be confined to 
E .1.S. membership. 

ALWAYS COUNCILLORS 
It had also been stat«! at th" Joint 

Advisory Council meetln1. on behalf of 
the teachers, that the two persons of 
experience in education, stipulated 
under the Act t.o be apl)Olnted to th" 
committee. were always county coun­
cillors. The teachers did not think that 
was implementine fully the spirit ol.. the 
Ac:t and tf.he administrative schem~ 

The commtttee representative-s ex­
plained lhat H had to be remembered 
lhiiiWl the reason was l.o allow every 
parish in the county to be represented 
on the committee. Eleven county coun­
cltlors were entitled to sit on lhe corn .. 
mitlce but there wt:re 13 parishes.· 

Mr J. M'Lellan. director of education, 
began -the committee debate by saying 
that the two teach~rs who would be 
dele1ated to attend would be there: 
really to &ive advice when it was 
sought. They would not necessarily take 
part in the- discussion unl~ss they were 
allowed to do so. 

Mr A. M. Ross, Brora-There Is a 
shortage o! teachers. 

Mr G. M'Iver, Brora. said h~ thought 
they should support lhis proposal. By 
attendang the meelincs teachecs WOUid 
realise the dlffi.cultles the committee 
were up a1ainst in administering edu .. 
cwtion and that would make for co-
operation. . 

Mr Ross. who was concerned about the 
teachers bein& away all day from 
school, satd the agenda could be so 
arranged that it ml&ht mean only a 
half-day off. 

HOSPITAL SERVICE EXAMPLE 
Mr M'Lellan commented that many 

professfonal organisations felt they 
should hnve a voice on committees 
which concerned them. There was 
an example in the hospital service. 
"Teachers ror many years have felt they 
should have some representation on 
edudation. committees and. i0t course. 
with each Education Act representations 
have been made to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland. b~ nothin1 has hap­
pened. This Is Ml attempt to give the 
teachers some foterest." Both committee 
and teachers ali-ke would benefit. It 
would create greater harmony between 
them. " It is a new step. I do not think 
any other area in Scotland has t.aken it. 
I would recommend you to aceeJ)t. his 
propasal."' said Mr M'Lellan. 
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Dornoch, has been appointed. town clerk 
of Tain. 

Mr Munro, who ls with the t\rm of 
M'Tavlsh and M'Kenzle, solicitors. Tain, 
had hls legal tra,ning in Edlnbll'l'Rh and 
with Arthu:- and Carmichael. Dornoch, 
before goinf on national service. He 
was educated at -Dornoch .Academy and 
at Edinburgh University, where he 
gained his B.L. 

Contributions from Sutherland to the 
NaUonal Bible Society of Stotland dur­
ing 1959 amounted lo £.371 <1eneral 
and jubilee). 

Replyinc to the tuc-hers' point about 
'\.he \wo mem'bers with educational ex­
perience who mi&ht be appointed out• 
with the County council membership. 
Mr M'Iver said there w~re 11 county 
councillors on the committee and there 
were 13 parishes. lt was always felt 
that each parish should be represented 
''Because of that we had to take 1n the 
two persons experienced in education to 
make 1.JP the 11 to 13." 

Mr MacU: 
tak<"n. p1easc 
of the Coun1 
obtains here-. 

Mr M'Lell, 
for a dlvisio1 
can be taker 

Mr Ross­
Major Don 

also, 

Details: - Bettyhlll £22. Clyne £72. 
Creich £14, Dornoch £69 Golsple £41, 
Helmsdale £54. Klnlochbervie £18, 
Lairg £15. Lochinver £28, Melness £5. 
Rogart £21, Skerray £12, Stoer and 
Clashnessie 10/-. 

0 Talky.-Talky" Before School Building 
THERE had been ftve months' argu• 

ment with Uie Scottish Educaotion 
Department about the site for the new 
one.teacher school at Altnaharra. it was 
stated at last week's meetin1 of Suther­
land Education Committee. It seemed 
that It look far longer to reach the stago 
of beginning the buildlnr than the ac1ual 
building work itself. The plans had been 
produced !or Altnaharra in -three weeks. 

Mr J. M'Lellan, direct.or of education, 
said that tlley had not yet got back the 
_plans for the new senior se-condaT)" 
school to be built at Golspie. although 
the DeJ)artment had had them since 
Janua-ry. 

MT J. H. Mackay, Melvic-h, said that 
for a schoolroom and house at Altna· 
harra the delay seemed extraordinary. 
although Mr M'Leltan -admrtted, •·we 
ourselves take quite a time about doiDC 
thines." 

'Mr MacLeod-That. happened to be 
the SY!ltem. but l do not thmk we chOse 
anyone who had no educational experi-
enc-e , 

Mr Ross-Was our action a1alnst the 
law? 

NO CLOSED DOOR 
Mr M"lver-I-t ls aa:ainst the spirit or 

the regulations. ·We explained to the 
teachers it was not an attempt to keep 
anyone out. 

The votin1 
Mrs Ruther 
Mr Mac-Le-ot 

The- name 
Mrs Ruther 
Mr M'lver. 
Mackay and 
inver). For 
liam Ma.c-L 
tLatri;:). Mr 
Mrs J. Weir 

MODERN METHOD DRY CL£ANERS So far as the- delay in aettine ahead 
with the new junior secondary school 
for Bet-tyhill was concerned. Mr 
M'Lellan safd he now had the prellmin­
.Jffy plans. When they were aJ)pr'OW(i 
tlley would go lo the PlaMin1 Com. 
m it.tH. The Department would get a 
COPY. Then the pr0per plans would ~ 
drawn UD. 

Mr MacLeod said he had no objection 
Jnviting teach~rs to their ·meetings_ .. i! 
we are aaUaft.ed ~ can afford the teach­
lne hours involved. I would like to be 
assured of that." He went on to say that 
he did not think teachers should be 
cho.cn by the f.•.1.S.-they should be 
chosen by the Education Committee. t SOUTH ESPLANADE WEST, ABERDEEN 

THE CLEANERS OF TO•DAY 

Wt Jnvtte You lo - your G•nn•nts for Dry CINnlns 
to US-.nd llllt lht dlfltrlnot. 

Wt also undtrlakt •II Rtpalra and R-vatlona. 

LET US MAKE YOUR LAST YEAR'S - LAST Yll.\llS 

We take tills "'fn''l:':/,~rl!~d°'::~1':fis::~t.many Customers 

Mr Mackay-We have lo take step, 
to acquire the site. 

On a orighter note, Mr M'Lellan an­
nounced that building: work on the- new 
junior secondary sohool for Clyne had 
now berun. 

Mr M'Lellan replied that. -aHcr all 
only full education meetln11 we-re con­
-cerned. It was quit.e competent for them 
to invite teachers to attend these meet­
ings 'to have their advice-. But there 
would be no votine powerfi. Everythin& 
thev dealt with eoncerned education. 

Mr M'lver said he thoullhl they had 
reached the sLage where the teachers 
had a rlaht to a say. even although they 
had no votin, J)Owe-ts . That would be 
working alonr th~ same lines as the 
hospital service where doctors and sur-
¥~s ~N: :re~~~nled on t.he admtnis--
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JSEUM NOW FOR 
DORNOCH? 

!x-hibition 's SucceH 
,"CGGESTIOX that a museum 
might be instituted in Dornoch 

nade bv the Rev. F. H. Fulton. 
ter of • the Cathedral, when he 
d, on Thursday of last week, the 
Council's Arts and Crafts exhibi­

in connection with the burgh's 
and Week. 
Fulton was introduced by Mr J. 

acdonald, the oldest serving mem­
f the counerl. "There is a wonder­
ollection of exhibits of all kinds 
1ew," commented Mr Macdonald. 

"GREAT CREDIT" 
Fulton, who said how very de­

id he was to open the exhibition, 
i, "It is a great credit to the Town 
cil, and especially to Miss £his­
. whose idea it was. Some of these 
,its are very old and others qui:te 
·rn and made by young people. 
is extremely good to see so many 

s collected. A lot of hard work 
~one into the collection here, and 
'.own Council are indebted to many 
le for lending their treasures. 

is very hard to find in Dornoch 
ting movable which ls pre-16th 
1ry. Most of the things here .date 

after that time, but some of the 
,ons· are very much earlier. Our 
. t exhibits are far too big to bring 
this council chamber, like the 

edral and Castle out there, and hut 
~s and so on round abOu-t. 

LOCAL LEGEND 
he Cathedral has nothing to show 
1 'the pre-Reformation days. and 

legend has it that a lot of the 
;ures of the Cathedral were lruried 
1 secret passage . !beneath Castle 
?t and the Cathedral. It would be 

thrilling it that were proved .to 
o. 
commend this exhibition to your 

:est, and I hope that it goes on to 
?trung bigger. It would be very 
·esting ·to have a permanent exhi­
n if sufficient old things could be 
:cted." 

PROSPECT 
nior Bailie J. A. Wickham. who 
ked- Mr Fulton and Mr Macdonald 
their services, said the exhibition 
"something for us to· think over as 

:>wn Council- We must institute a 
nanent museum, with this exhibi­
as the nucleus." 

1ogether, there were about 500 
.ors to the exhibition. 

Liberals' Move 
,ITHNESS and Sutherland are to 
have a Liberal candidate for Par-
1ent in the next election. 
?nding the adoption of a General 
!tion candidate, Liberal Party head­
rters have indicated that they will 
1ide a candidate in the event of a 
ilection in the constituency, 
aithness Liberal Association decided 
a meeting in Halkirk last Monday 
isk party headqua1·ters to contact 
?r'als in Sutherland in order that a 
t meeting of, the two cQUnties may 
held . to discuss the adoption Of a 
didate for the General Election. 
uring the summer a number of 
akers will be invited to give ad­
sses at Liberal meetings in the con­
iency. 

J 

M.P.s STILL FIGHTING 
CLOSURE RAIL 

But North Hopes Are Fading Now 
HIGHLA~D :_\f.P.s, it is under-

stood, ha,·e learned that ?-[r 
Ernest :\Ia.i.-ples, :\!inister of Trans­
port-. has now written Provost 
Wotherspoon, of Inverness who led the 
Highland deputation. t.hat 'after further 
consideration he has again reached the 
conclusion that he cannot interfere with 
the British Transport Commission's 
new plan for the Highalnd railways. 

This decision, together with news that 
a!1~ouncem~nts are now being posted 
g1vmg public notke of the intention to 
carry out the rail closures and changes 
on June 13, has, not weakened 'tire 
determination of Highland M.P.s to 
carry on their :Parliamentary campaign 
to get even a last-minute postiponement. 

Sir David Robertson, Mr Jack Mac­
Le<>d and Mr Neil McLean conferred 
a~ Westminster last '.['uesday and de­
c1dec1. to recruit all support possible 
in the Commons to appeal for a debate 
on the Highland railway crisis in the 
House before June 13. . 

The Highland M.P.s have been 
greatly handicapped in putting their 
ease before the House at question time 
by the rule whi-ch prevents question 
and answer on the daily administration 
of nationalised industries. 

Several questions seeking intervention 
by the Prime Minister have, been side­
tracked by being transferred to the 
Minister of Transport or Scottish Secre­
tary. 

Sir David r~eived no ftlrther satis­
faction from two questions on the High­
land situation he had on the order paper 
on T~esday. Both were too far down 
the list to be reached for oral answer, 
so Sir David was deprived of the oppor­
tunity Qf p:itting some pointed supple­
mentaries. 

He asked the Minister of Transport 
about the Government's policy with 
regard to subsidising railways in the 
Hi,zhlands as an essential service. 

The written answer by Mr John Hay, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min­
istry. took the matter no further. It 
merely stated the future of the rail­
ways as a, whole is at present under 
study, and he regretted he could not 

Comin~ Events? 
BECAUSE of redundancy a number 

of Dornoch railway employees have 
been offered jobs elsewhere by the 
British Transport Commission. This 
would seem to indicate that there will 
be no reprieve for the Dornoch branch 
line, due to close on JUI}e 13. 

Our bornoch correspontlent writes, 
"N•tices have now been served on these 
employees just as Dornoch is about to 
start its summer boom, and at a time 
when little or nothing has been <lone 
to reconstruct roads leading to -and from 
the burgh, although thls has been advo­
cated for some time by local represen­
tatives on the County Council. 

"Employees who are likely to accept 
posts elsewhere, even although they 
may not have to go farther afield than 
Brora and Bonar-Bridge, will find it a 
bit awkward travelling by bus from 
and to their homes.'' 

add to the statement by the Prime 
Minister on March 10. 

Sir David's second question to the 
Scottish Secretary inquired whether rut 
was aware that the Government's policy 
for the development of the Highlancfl 
tourist industry conflicts with the de­
cision of the British Transport Commis­
sion to close down branch lines and 
main line stations in the Highl-ands. 

Sir David suggested the Scottish 
Secretaty should consult with the 
Commission in order to remove this 
difficulty. 

In a written answer Mr Gilmour 
Leburn, . Undei--~cretary, disagreed 
with the suggestion that .there was any 
confliict. · 

He stated that the Min.i~te~ of Trans­
port had sent the Scottish 'i'ra'nsport 
Users'. Consultative CQmmittee· the 
s~tement for which they ~~ked, reoon­
c1lmg the Gqvernment policy for the 
Highlands as set out in the .White P.iper­
of June, 1959, which included the de­
velopment of tourism, with the action 
taken by the B.T.C. to close certain 
stations and branch lines north of 
Inverness . 

Sir David Robert.son said on Wednes­
day night, "The fight is going on. This 
is the one essential public service.which 

,is very much the responsibility ot 
members of Parliament of both sides of 
the tiouse." 

Support for Board 
"JN practically every part of 

Suthedand there is established 
every modern public sei-vice--wat.er, . 
drainage, and a system of well-surfaced 
roads and, thanks to the North of Scot­
land Hydro-Electric Board, an elec­
tricity network covering practically the 
whole county. Along with these d'acili­
ties there are also seaports on the 
north, east and west coasts of the 
county." 

That is stated by the Rev. William 
MacLeod, convener of Sutherland, in a 
,booklet, "The North for Industry in 
Scotland," just published by the North 
of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board Mr 
M,acLeod goes on. · 

"Industrial workers can be recruited 
in ample number from the native popu­
lace who would welcome work that 
gives · them an assurance of remaining 
in their native county, and life for the 
industrialist and his worker can be very 
pleasant in the Highlands. 

"Should these suggestions sow a seed 
in some industr!alists' mind to the ex­
tent that he 'becomes sufficiently inter­
ested to make further enquiry, I can 
.assure him that it will be given imme­
di'ate attention and the County Council 
wil~ give every measure of help and 
assistance within its power." 

New Dorooch Hotel 
The new Burghfield Hotel in Dornocb, 

which is being built at an estimated ' 
cost of £10,000, wil! soon be ready to 
cope with the growing tourist demands. 

KING GEORGE TRUST'S 
A PPF.A L FOR YOUTH 

It has taken only e-1.even weeks to 
complete. The hotel is being -b-1.:ilt bY' 
the Currie family and will mainly cater 
for coach parties. It.adjoins the Burgh­
fieltl House Hotel, once the home- o! 
Lord Rothermere. 
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'FOLLOWTHESEA' SATURDAY, JUNE 11. WILL 
SCHEME BE MEMORABLE 

Committee's Initiative 
SUTHERLA~D Erlucntion Com. 

mit.t.oo o re hoping to luuuch a 
pilot Sfheme this •mmme r to encour• 
age boys ro t-0ke up the sea. a~ a 
career. The committee will prov1de­
protectivc clothing and insurance. and 
certain fishermen in Helmsd,lle , nomi­
na ted by the fi shery c Uicer , will 
take ·the boys on their boats for periods 
during the summer holidays. 

The sch eme was outlined to the 
committee al Lairg Inst Tuesday by Mr 
J . M'Lella n. diredor of education. who 
said they hoped to ex. tend it to other 
pi:trts of the- county. tak ing w Loch• 
niver and Kinlochbervie on the west 
coas t. 

Extra Coaches May Be Needed For 

Last Runs on Dornoch Railway 
AT the mon;t~nt it looks flS i[ 1 and joined the ordinary train to Dor• 

St.ation m~Hel' George Si m will n~ ~r~1:h 1:::.~i~~l-they were met by 
h,, ,·e to put on t">It r a. '-'Onche-s to c-arry the Town Council, who had marched 
~II the passengers who may want to in proces-5\on from the municipa l build. 
tra\'el on the last tra in out of Do.rnoch ings, preceded by Dornoch Brass Ba nd. 
a week to. morrow I June 11) - the P rovost Sutherland was accompanied 
branch line to the Mound goes out o! by Bailic-s Mack intosh and Mackay, 
existence under the British Transport Dean of Guild Murray, and Councillors 
Commission 's reorgan isa tion plan on MacLachl"an , Mackay nnd Johnstone. 
the following Monday I June 13). About 1000 people- wai ted -at the station 

Mr Sim. who has been sta tionmaster and on the a rrival or the train there 
at Dornoch for the past six years-he was a hearty burst of cheering. 

i' 

1r an esta te car was In head•on collision 'with a private car on 
at the west end of Golsple last week. The passenger In the 

r, an Indian, was deta ined in hospital with head Injuries. 

The Rev. J. Mackay, Rosehall, sug­
gested tha t :Helmsdale Junior Second. 
ary School might be the centre for the 
county for instruction in na-vigation. 
The ftshing Industry on the west coast 
seemed to be very .progressi-ve. and this 
might encourage more local people to 
go In for it. 

is a n Aberdonian-told "The Northern DUKE'S GESTURE 
'I'imes" on Wednesday, "A lot of people The construction of the r ailway was 
have been telling me they arc going to due in la rge measuxe to the public 
make this last journey - quite a few s pirited c-ntcrprHc of.' the Duke of 

;,<;!dMr:::d!~~YJ ~;: 2~::~. t~\~~~~~~ ~!hi:~~n~~:~<; ~:rg~~t00~nl~adgi:~ 

:LEE OF 
:URCH, 

PITFURE 
ROGART 

Most of the .boats fishing -from Kin· 
lochbervle and Lochinver are from 
outside the county, and here was a 
chance to encourage more local repre­
sentation, Mr Mackay added. 

was opened. So I am prepared to put subscribed £5000 towards the work. 
on another coach. a nd it would be only with a guarantee o! £3000 to th~ rail­
ri,ght that local !otkS should make this way company. 
a memorable occasion tor ellgine drive r The opening ceremony was performed 
Tom Fraser and his guard, Donald Bain. by Mr D. Maclean. factor .for the Duke 
I understand that many Embo people of Sutherland. 
will also be there." Mr Andrew Carnegie. of Skibo, said 

Athletics Tribute 
Altogether, it should be a busy scene he appreciated the new attractions 

on Dornoch statlon. ''But it all depends which the railway would br ing to 
on the weather ." added Mr Bain. Dornoch . Service on Sunday - And 

ie Conventicle in Evening 
iA S p~r~:~~n~~s thb~r ~::i~~au;:a~~ 

The last run from The Mound to Dor. The most practical. and most im-
noch. on June 11 will be at 2.5 p.m. portant. part In the construction o! the 

As has been stated. the line is to linP. was played by Mr William Roberts, 
close down with effect from ·June 13, engineer-in. chief to the Highland 
and Mr Sim said it was on June 13 six Railway Company. In the designing he 
~cars ago that he took up his duties a t experienced difficulties because of the · 
Dornoch. WJlere station personnel were limited space at The Mound. It was 
going he did not yet k now. the frrst ra ilway to be buil t by him 

Church of Scotland, 
will celebrnte its 

i special service next 
,on (June 5) end an 
1ticle ln the evening. 

particularly gratifying 
e minister, the Rev. J. 
a year or two ago was 
rce in getting the old 
Ian's. where the Rogart 
o worship, Orought back 
extensive aLler-ali0ns. 
urc U.F .· Church (as it 
l\r st opened on June 10, 

service was conducted 
~x Lee. secretary o( the 
~mit.tec. The min\sleT 
~gaUon was the Rev. 
·n. 

LIVERPOOL 
ext Sunday will be con. 
.ev. William Sutherland, 
Chu.rch, Liverpool, who 
Rogo r t, •ond who w as 

opening in 1910. while 
. on. manager of Drum• 
lspie. will unveil a ba p. 
temory of the Rev. Ewen 
donald. who was rni.nis• 
rom 1927 until his death 
bson. !or a period, was 
iuring Mr Macdonald's 
he was tenant of Rovie 

e ceremony will be Mrs 
, is now livin g at Plock. 
re. She is a Sisler of Mr 
icape, Rogarl. 
l to be present will be 
erland , assls lnnt chief 
1th ncss. who Is a native 
md whose mother slill 
:ape. I ncidentally, Mr 
the first to be baptised 

!h ·by Mr McMillan. Mrs 
111 alive and living in 

~ IRL ORGANIST 
1 be that the organls:t at 
l be a schoolgirl , Miss 
who is a daughter of 

mes S. Turner, Norgate 
ttentrail. She is a l)upil 
·or Secondary School. 
le in the evening a t Pit. 
e conducted by t.he Rev. 
·aind . and It is expected 
be a strong contingent 
Church Ito join in the 

on wlrnt should be .1 
sion. The s ite of the 
be on the hillside above 
d the weather Is suit• 

ongregation have pub• 
·e Lo celebrate the jubi• 
did when they restored 

: author is the minister, 
n r ic-, 
that the money towards 
·ha sing the church bell 
by Mr Neil Gordon. 
is 1brothe-n in Canada. 
ei r parcnits. brother and 

Mr McMillan was minister of Pilfure 
from 1910 to 1926 and he was followed 
by .the Rev. AleXander Macleod, who 
died n year or two ago-he was present 
at the rededication o! St. Callan's. A 
son, Mr George Macleod, lives at 
Tamiang, Dornoch. 

Then came the Rev. E.wcn Miacdonald, 
the las t U.F. minister before the union. 
ll was dur ing his ministry, the brochure 
t'ells us. that the congregation decided, 
J.n 1939, to acquir e an o rgan, " to assist 
t.he precentor In improving church 
praise•" The organ, "with very fine tone 
and 16 stops," cost £35. 

Mr Macdonald died in tragic cir cum. 
stances. He collapsed at Helmsdalc 
ra ilway sta tion when returning !rom 
conductrng sacrnment services. 

Nex t min is ter at Pltfure wa s the 
Rev. Murdo MacSwecn. who is now at 
Lochalsh Then in 1953 -arrived the pre. 
sen t minister, Mr Imrie. In 1956 St. 
Callan's Chllrch, after ren.ovat.ions cost.• 
ing £1254, was reopened and rededi• 
cated ,by the Rev. William Sutherland . 

Another highliiht for Mr Imrie was 
that in 1958 Mr George Murray, 
Davoch, presented the church with a 
set of 36 ind i-vidual communion cups 
in memory of his father. Alex-ander. 
who had t>een an elder lrom 1890 until 
his death in 1940. 

Pit!ure church itself was redecorated 
recently, and the local Woman's Guild 
gi fted a new curtain for the w.all be• 
·hind the pulpit and also a pulpit fa ll. 

LOYAL WORKERS 

In the brochure specln l tribute ts 
paid to "Lwo loyal and faithful workers 
in the building ;and makin~ of our 
ehurch"-WJlliam Grant, ot Rowalla n. 
and Mr Angus Pirie , Birch Cottage, 
who died in 1954. The late Mr Grant 
had served the church "with great de­
,vot ion" from 1902 until 1917, and Mr 
Angus P irie. who became an elde r In 
1914. had been precentor for many 
years. 

The •brochure also refers to Miss 
Mary F raser. formerly or Inchca pe. 
who had been Sunday School teacher 
for 25 years, and Mr Nalhnnt~l Murr,ay , 
present precentor, 'A'hose lon.g service 
had ·been recognised both b y the con· 
grcgalion anrl the General Assembly 
of the Church or Scotland. 

Call to Government 
A ~:tN~:o~~e ca~~~:~iti~e~~; 
t.a ck!ing Highland development prob­
lems went out from the Scottish T .U.C. 
conf P- rencc which ended at Inverness 
last Saturday. 

The- conference ,passed a resolution 
calling for the forma tion or a Highland 
Development Authority, backed .. by 
Government fi nance, lo co. ordinate the 
work Of the va-riou~ bodies and organi• 
st-a lions tacklin g Highland affairs. 

,y Shop Destroyed by Fire 
shop in Ardgay - it 

cd beside the railway 
ned to the ground early 
rning. 
, five hours before the 
I had been taken from 

•re charged in connec~ 
,1king of the tm. and 
travelled to Ardgay to 
cause. _or_, the fire. A 

Il was Mr J ohn Urquhart. jun., 9 
Swvrdale Road , Bonar.Bridge, who saw 
smoke coming from the premises. He 
oalled the fire brigade a t Tain, but by 
the lime they got to Ardgay, the bl-aze 
had taken a f\rm hOld and there was 
nolhlo2 the firemen could do to save 
the building. 

A shop window was smashed by a 
bottle when there was a fight putside 
the Balnai,?own Hall . Ardgay. last 

Sa;urd_~~:. ~~.g~_t._ 1 , ... .. _ ·· ·-- -·-· · •···· '· 

emy and Golspie Senior Secondary 
School athle ti cs teams, Sutherland Edu­
cation Committee agreed at Lalrg )ast 
Tuesday ta increase the gran t to each 
school from £10 to £20 to meet tr.ans• 
part costs. 

Mr G. M' Iver, Brora, pointed out that 

~~~d ~r~!~ :~~ ~:;:11 
te:m c~~d 

taken ftrst place against. schools from 
all over the North. That was a tribute 
to their Instructors as well as to the 
pupils themselves. 

F ive Colspi'C boys are to tnke par t 
in the Scottish schools championships 
in Glasgow. 

Recruits Wanted 
No. 6 Movement Cont.rot Group, R.E .. 

a Scott.ish unit of the Army Emergency. 
Reserve, whose ranks include Scotsmen 
from ·'all parts Of, the country in many 
walks of li fe, has been reorganised on 
a r egimental basis and now forms the 
nucleus ot Scotland"s newest regiment­
the 75th (Scottish) Movement Control 
Regiment, R.E. <A.E.R.) . 

The regiment's commanding officer, 
Licut.-Col. John Young, Edinburgh. is 
particularly keen to recr-uit good clerks, 
es pecially if they ha\'e an interest in 
transport or goods handling problems 
or ·have a wide knowledge of Army 
organisation . Previous service in the 
forces Is desirable, but n6t essential. 
and any men who are interested (age 
limits 1'112-50) a re invited to write. lo 
him -at 1 Rosslyn .Crescent, Edinburgh. 

There are also vacancies for off.leers 
for the new 192 (Highland) Squadron 
which forms part of the regiment. 
Whilst the A.E.R. cannot be classed as 
a spare•time job financially, lhe reser• 
vist is not. out o! pocket as he is paid 
!or his 15 days at the new Regular Army 
rates o( pay and receives a t..ax•!ree 
bounty at <:amp. In addition many em• 
oloyers grant additional le-a\'e to the 

..reservist . ·so that he can attend camp 
IC he wishes without forfeiting his 
family holidays. Camp,> are held in the 
South of England either in July or 
September. the choice of lhe more con• 
venient. time being left to the individual. 

All- Night Rally 
T hir teen members of Caithness and 

Suthert-a-nd Car Clubs took part in a 
250-mile alt•night rally, which fin ished 
a l Lybster. 13 milCG south of Wick . 

The over•a ll winner was Bailie Wil• 
liam G. Mowat, Wick. in an Austin. 
Second was John Leask. -Thurso, 
(Volkswagen), and third Les·lie Suther• 
land. Thurso (Morri s). F i-rst in the 
sporlS' car section was H. Arnohi, Wick, 
in an Austin Sprite. 

COLSPIE SCHOOL SPORTS 
Golspie Senior Secondary School held 

their annual sports on Wednesday, 
when the principal results were:­

House championship - I Dunrobin 
(187 points), 2 Ben Bhraggie (186) , 3 
Silver Rock 078). 

lndlvldual championships-Over 16-
Joan Fraser. Alex 1L. Sutherland. Under 
15-Rosemary Watson, Deffni-s Suther• 
land. Under 12-Ann Tapper, Alex 
HamJlton. 

The prizes were presented by Mrs H. 
M. Ferrier. 

GOLF TUlTlON 
Mr D. K. Laird. Oornoch. physical 

training instructor with Sutherland 
education authority, is once again run­
nin~ !lol! coaching classes u nder the 
Golt Foundation Scheme. 

Mr Fraser. who is 64. starlcd as in under the Light R.,ilways Act, and Jut 
cleaner at Dornoch shortly before tne made a good job of it. H is son. Donald, 
First. World War. was resident engineer. 

M.P.'s QUESTIONS Now comes the closure of th~ rail• 
Sir Dav id Robertson a nd the High- way. 58 years art.er~ards, but m the 

land M.P.s have asked for a deba te in present age the bl~s. JS on road t ravel, 
the House of Commons before June 13. .-nd by th is means. 1t JS .. to be hoped tha, 
the closure date ior certaint rai lway Dornoch will continue to prosper . 
branch lines and passenger stations 
north of Jnverness. 

The Mound•Domoch branch line and 
Rogart passenger service are affected 
in Sutherland. • 

In the Commons last week. Sir David 
asked Mr Edward Hea th. Minister of 
lJabour. what information he had re• 
celved from the British Transport Com. 
mission regarding lhe number of rail• 
waymen and women who would lose 
lheir jobs on 13th J une. and he also 
asked the Minister what a 1temat1ve 
work he expected lo find for them in 
Caithness ,and Sutherland where the 
unemployment rate was always the 
highest on the mainland oc G reat 
Britain. 

Mr Heath-I am informed that 79 
posts will be affected and that all those 
concerned. will he offered other work 
by British Ra-ilways. 

Later, In a le tte r to the Minister . 
Sir David said the Ho4se was obviously 
pleased about ?l.lr Hea th's reply, ' 'and I 
felt it would be ungracious to ask the 
obvious supplementary. ' How many 
a-re being employed in Caithness and 
Sutherland and in the •Highland area?' 
Perhaps you will kindly let me have 
this information by return. 

ALTERNATIVE WORK 
"When the Highland deputation was 

here 10 days ago thev stated tha t the 
information they had received from 
the British Transport Commission on 
redundancy was that 121 men would 
be d ischarged on 13th June, jobs for 43 
woulci be found in the area, leaving a 
balance of 78 men w.ho would either 
have to shift to other areas or be 
sacked. Perhaps you will let me have 

YOUR BABY 

FIRST SOLID FOOD 

From a Correspondent 
Baby so far has been thriving :-plen• 

didly on a milk diet , bu t ,1fler ·a bout 
four months m i l k a lone does not suf· 
fi ce. l! growth and development a re 
to continue unchecked , the, little one 
requires a supplement to the feeds, and 
an ever -increasi ng number or mothers 
find that an ideal· First Solid Food is 
"Ovaltine" Chuckles. There are sound 
reasons why Chuckles should prove- so 
popular. They have been ~cientiticaUy 
produced in the Owlline Research 
Labora tories from the finest ingredients" 
o( the highest quality, and specially 
fortified with ::1ddiUonal vitamins B 
a nd D -a nd essential minerals. When 
c rushed and added to the feed they 
form a nutritious fluid of outstanding ·· 
value and one. moreover . which is 
economical, as a carton of Chuckles can 
be bought for 1/5. Details regaTding 
the quantitios to use are given in a 
table found in each carton. 

When baby 's teeth begin to appear · 
•·Ovaltine" Rusks s:hould be used. 
Crisp and crunchy. they help to brin1 
the little tee th easily through the gum, , 
and to keep them so1;nd and regularly 
spaced. FurLhennore, the:,- assist in 
promoting the correct formation of the 
mouth. Made from the finest in· , 
gredienls, these Rusks are nouri6hing, · 
delicious and easy to diges t. Cartons 
cost I I• and 1110. - Advt. 

CARS FOR SALE 
the !acts. SECONO·HAND VEHICLES FOR SALE · 

"I! most of them have to move from U.59 Morr is Oxford Saloon 
the Highland area that means further 19:iS Sunbeam R.ipier Saloon 
depopulation which has been and still 1957 Hillman Minx d<? Lu:-.e Saloon 
1s our greatest affliction. Of course. 1956 Hillman CalifOT"nian 
many of the men may refuse to move 1956 Model MG . Ma1imette Saloon 
because they have homes In the High• 1956 Model Hillman Sa loon 
1-ands. their children are M school there. 19~6 Mode-I Standard 10 Saloon 
and It would be too great an u pheaval." 1955 Hillman Estilte Car 

Mr Heath reolied that hts Infor mation 1955 Rover 90 Saloon 
was lhat of' the 79 J)Ost.s. 69 of those IP:i:l H u mber Hnwk Saloon 
a ffect~d wo~d be offered , alternative 1953 Hillman S.tlOOn 
~ork m Ca1thness and Sutnerlan~ . . or 1953 r,,todeJ Morn~ Minor Saloon­
m Ross and Crol'!'a.rty. The remammg 1952 'Morris Oxford Saloon 
10. who were sala ri ed staff. would be 

1 

1950 Mod e-! Rile v p 2. Litre Snloon 
offered posts elsewhere in Scoll~nd. 1959 Model Co~mer Cob 

FLAGS A~D BUNTING 1958 Model Commer Express Del ivery 
W HEN Domoch light milw1,y Von 

wns opened on .June 2. 1002. ;~~; g~~;:~ ~~~~:!! g:::~=~~ ~=~ 
t-,·e1':'· house in the · burgh was Hire Purehase Terms a va ilable 

1:r~;;~eda ~ :~esp~~fentl~
nd 

A~~nt~~: WILLIAM MUNRO (lnvergonton) Ltd. : 
fi shing village of Embo turned out cm Royal T~l~rpa;:~e 1~;:rl 0rdo

" 
masse lo see the first train pass ing by. 

All ~long the line. f:rom Dornoc h to 
The Mound, the public showed their 
inte rest by having more than one run 
on the tra in, the drawings on the 
opening day bcing-Dornoch .£16, Embo 
£ 10. Skelbo £4 . and The Mound £5. 

Mr William Whitelaw. chairman o r 
the Highland Railway Comoany. and 
his di rectors. were met ;:at The Mound 
by Mr Don<1 ld Made-an. Golsp ie. vice• 
chairman -o f the Oornoch C.:>mp,my. and 
h is directors. wno travelled in the Duke 
of Sutherland's pr iv~te trnin . Durrobin, 

FOR SALE 
1959 Hillman Minx de ·Luxe; olle owner. • 

' ow mileage. 
1959 Sunbeam Rapier; overdrive ; heater: ; 

One owner. 
1959 Morris Oxford ; lcw m!lea ge. Very 

clean. ., 
1955 Stand:lrd ~uper 10: good condition. •. 
1953 Austin A.JO 4-door Saloon. Very · 

clcnn 
19."IO Citroen Light 15. Very clean car. 
1949 M.G. 111. )itre Saloon: reconditioned 

engine 
194~ H ill m :m Min,.-· r1>,;:-nr::iw•rl r.nrwt 
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E MOD 

1g at the Jubilee Mod 

HOUSE 
WAY? 

essary 
tement by Mr R. A. 
treasurer). 
N'Orried about the finan­
am sure Mr M'Iver is 

1t it either. I think it 
d-uty to consider the 

ties that have arisen 
msiJl'lg programme and 
.ion :as it affects rating. 
ing to this recommen­
:il should have a chance 
: financial situation. I 
ion to 14 extra houses 
3r0ira, but I am afraid 
,ents will have to be 

rents if we are to go 
oing. I feel the county 
dened by the finandal 
ur housing programme. 
at this document (pre­
yte) be put in the hands 
who should resolve to 
cessary adjustments to 
·•an even keel - at a 
I am not going to op­

nrnendation (regarding 

'.HE ANSWER 
(reed that they would 
very seriously at the 

1-e hoped the proposal 
· house-building. 
J. Macrae)-Shall we 

(the Brora ,proposal)? 
·o. Stopping the bulld­
nswer to the problem. 
intervened to say that 
·',getting so serious that 
J,artment were getting 
Jcalled the chairmen of 
d Hou.sing Committees 
er the matter with the 
rtment." 
Committee could make 
they considered neces­
_the balauce of things." 
greed to •the suggesCon 
the recommendation re­
•Uses. for Bror.a. 

"PROTEST. RATHER THAN 
CELEBRATE" 

Provost's. Feelings on Rail Closure 
,vHILE there is every indiration 

that there will he a. ·'minor 
inYa8ion" of Dornoch to-morrow of 
people wanting to travel in the last 
tra:n out of the town-the branch line 
is to be closed with effect from Mon­
day-the Rev. William MacLeod, the 
provost, is utterly opposed to any 
suggestion of "celebrating' such a 
·'retrograde step" by the Government 

"These people should rather have a 
day of protest," he told Dornoch Town 
Council last Tuesday night. Rogart 
passenger service is also to close on 
Monday. 

Meanwhile. Mr J. M. Rollo, chair­
man of the Highland Fund, confirmed 
on Tuesday that the Fund had had to 
abandon their plans for independent 
operation of the Mound-Dornoch line 
as the British Transport Commission's 
condition was that they would retain 
all the parcels and goods traffic, which 
would be a completely uneconomic 
arrangement. 

TRIBUTES 
Mr MacLeod paid tribute to the Fund 

for theiir initiative, and said he quite 
appreciated that it would be impos­
sible for them ·to run the line on pas-­
senger traffic alone. 

He also paid tribute to Sir David 
Robertson for his efforts in the House 
of Commons to get a "reprieve" for this 
valuable facility. 

WOULD BE REJECTED 
He would deplore any proposal "to 

have a special splash" to celebrate the 
closure, he told the council. The people 
should show by their ~ctions that they 
were not going to celebrate in any way. 

If there was an invitation to the 
council to lbe p-resent to-morrow when 
the train was to make its last run from 
Dornoch to the Mound he would turn 
it down. If they attended they would 
be "departing from the line we took 
all along. We have been battling 
against this closure, and it would, to 
my mind. ,be fantistic if we were to 
go out ,and gaze at the last train and 
even travel in It. I do not suppose they 
would carry us for nothing." (Laugh­
ter), 

Mr Harry Clunie suggested they 
111ight place a wreath in front of the 
train, and Mr MacLeod commented, 
amid further laughter, "I 'believe if 
you 'Ull1dertook to do that the chamber­
lain would pay for it." 

Earlier, Mr MacLeod had said, •·rt 
is ,an event we should deplore because 
we are losing an amenity that will not 
be replaced, and in a very short time 
lt will be seen that however much we 
did not patronise the passenger ser­
vice, this idea of bringing merchandise 
by road from Bonar-Bridge is not such 
a good idea after all. 

HIS .FEAR 

"I quite 'believe that in the future 
there will be mo railway at all north 
of Inverness. Indeed that is already 
threatened." . 

However, the Government could not 
take away the Highlands' natural 
amenities, nor could they take away 
those. loyal people who would stick by 
their county as long as they lived. 

This closing of the Dornoch branch 
line and Ro.gart passenger service was 
"a strange way" for the Government 
to implement their White Paper, "Re­
view of Highland Policy."' The Govern-

,_,..... 

ment had stated that transport ser­
vices in the Highlands would be 
"considered," and everyone had taken 
that to mean they were going to be 
better off than before. "But ·considera­
tion· means we are going to be worse 
off than we were before," commented 
Mr MacLeod. 

He added, "As a council we should 
indicate to the Government that they 
have embarked on a course that will 
mean suffering to people in remote 
parts and will mean also difficulties in 
supplying the area. The road from 
here to Bonar-Bridge is not adequate 
for any more heavy traffic, and in 
winter it could be closed on occasion 
for the best part of a week." 

NO HELP FROM MINISTER 
];\aille Jean Chisholm claimed that 

those responsible for this closure had' 
not exerted themselves to find out 
things "on the ground." They took "the 
lazy way out" and said "Why worry 
about the Highlands?" She added, 
"They tell us they are going to do so 
much for us, but the Secretary of 
State has done nothing to help us." 

"BATTLE OF ROADS" NOW 
Mr Clunie urged that if they had lost 

the battle of the railways they should 
set to and win the battle of the roads, 
"and pester the life out of the Govern­
ment until we get what we ·want. They 
have committed themselves to roads. 
Let us see we get them." 

Provost .MacLeod opposed a sU,gges­
tion by Miss Chisholm that they should 
consider acqu.iring sheds at the rail­
way to be used as a kind of community 
centre. "I do not think we should a{;­
commodate British Railways in any 
way in the meantime," he said. 

(See M.P.'s Protest-Page 4) 

Urgent Road Works 
SUTHERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
.._ agreed at Lairg last Monday that 
they woulr! carry on with their plan 
to send their four-man roads sub­
committe.e en bloc to Edinburgh to urge 
for a speeding up of road works 
throughout the county. The fact that 
there had now been approval for the 
crofter counties' £246,000 scheme for 
the Elphin-Ledmore road did not alter 
the position. 

Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore, said he 
thought such a deputation was all the 
more necessary since the decision to 
close the Dornoch branch railway and 
the Rogart passenger station; there 
would now be heavier road traffic in 
these areas. The case should be pressed 
for immediate improvements for such 
as the Mound-Lairg road and the 
roads into Dornoch. 

The convener, the Rev. William Mac. 
Leod, who is also to be on the deputa­
tion, agreed that the Mound-Lairg 
road In the summer months was a 
"headache.'' 

Mr G. M. Mu:rray - It will be a 
greater headache now that we are to 
lose the passenger train service at 
Rogart. 

Old Folks Entertained.-Recently the 
Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier, of Golspie Free 
Church, showed a film, "The Life of 
David Livingstone," to the old folks 
at IRhives House. And members of the 
Free Church Woman's Guild entertained 
the residents to an excellent tea. Alto­
gether it was a most enjo;yable and 
pleasant eveni•ng. 

VICE-CONVENE) 
OF COUNTY 

MrW. M. Hames Resii 
on Health Grounds 

MR .JOH:N' H. :\fACKA Y, :r 
vich, who is chairman 

Sutherland Education Commit 
is now also vice-convener of 
county in succe..;sion to Mr W. Mc 
Hames. Durness, who has had to rE 
from the council on account of 
health. Mr Harne:;, who had ~ 
co1mty councillor for 26 years, had 
been able to attend meetings for n 
months. 

The Rev. William MacLeod, convi 
paid tribute to Mr Hames's servicE 
the council meeting at Lairg last 1 
day. "All in all, Morley Hames 
one of the mo.;t diligent attendeu­
cocuncil meetings. He became , 
convener a considerable time ago. 
was vice-convener when the late 
C. B. Simpson, Helmsdale, was conv 
and was vice-convener ever since, 
accepting his resignation we 
minute our appreciation of his yea: 
service to the parish of Durness 
to the county.'' 

The clerk, Mr A. J. Macrae, exprE 
the officials' regret · at the rea 
which had caused Mr Hames to rE 
from the council. They wished 
many happy years ahead. 

Mr Hames had been chairman 01 
Planning and Finance Committees 
also of the salaries and establishrr 
sub-committee. 

Mr G. M'Iver, Brora, proposed 
Mr Mackay, who had had a long i 

ciation with the council--over 27 ::5 
-and was now -chairman of the 
cation Committee, should be appoi 
vice-convener. He was seconded b: 
D. I. Mackenzie, Tongue, and there 
no amendment. 

Mr Mackay, replying, said he 
greatly honoured by this appointr 

CO-OPTED· 
It was also agreed, on a motioi 

Mr J. H. Mackay, that Mr Ge 
Campbell, Ac-hins, should be co-<; 
as Mr Hames's 61\lCCessor on the co1. 
Mr Campbell had contested the 
election, Mr Mackay said, and had 
well sup-ported. He pointed out 
co-option was reasonable in these 
ditions, especially as the next ele 
was only 11 months away. He 
seconded by Mr G. M. Morrison, Be 
Bridge. 

Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore, th-0 
there should be an election to gi-VE 
people of Durness the opportunit 
make their own choice. He 
seconded by Mr G. M'Iver. 

On a vote, Mr Mac-kay's motion 
by 9 to 6. 

DROWNING TRAGEDY 
Mr Roddie M'Intyre, one of four 

who lost their lives in the recent•( 
loch (Wester Ross) drowni.ng trai 
was before the war (our local coi 
pendent writes) well known in Be 
Bridge, where he was on the stal 
the Bank of Scotland. 

Aged 40, Mr M'Intyre was mar 
with twin sons, and carried o 
grocer's business at Gairloch. On 
two survivors was his brother, ,Do: 

MOD BROADCAST 
On the B.B.C.'s V.H.F. prograi 

from Rosemarkie last Tuesday r 
there was ,a postscript from last w, 
Sutherland JU'bilee Mod at Brora 

Mrs Effie Gunn (secretary), Mrs . 
Maclennan (tea convener) and 
Donald Ross (president) talked a 
all the ,prelimina•ry work and the J: 
lems to be faced through lack of 
commodation. 




