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HOW BUS SERVICES WILL

REPLACE

TRAINS

“‘No New Arguments”

To Justify Alterations

To B.R. Reorganisation Plan

THE Mound-Dornoch branch rail

way line and the passenger
station at Rogart will be closed,
probably in April, and spectal bus ser-
vices will be run to accommodate
travellers,

That was announced last Friday after
the Scottish Area Board of the British
Transport Commission had finally re-
jected local authorities’ pleas against
closure and the teorgamisation of rail
services north of Inverness.

Inverness-shire Constituency Labour
Party have put the whole mratter before
the Scottish Latbour M.P.s. who are pre-
paring a case for relention of these
services, to be submitted to the House
of Commons,

"UNASSAILABLE"

Meanwhile, Provost Robert Wother-
spoon. of Inverness, who led the High-
land protest deputation, deprecated the
proposal to close Rogart and Beauly
stations particularly. “An unassailable
case was made out for both these
stations to be left open,” he said.

But he added, "A genuine attempt has
been made to iron out our minor diffi-
culties. There still remain the major

INVERNESS MEETING

A maeting of Highland local
authority representatives was hald
at inverness yesterday to discuss
the implications of the British
Transport Commisslon's reorganisa-
tion scheme for the railway north
of tnverness.

ones. And if the major difficuliies can
be tackled in the same sympathetic way
as the minor ones, then I am sure suc-
cess will attend our eflorts.”

The area board’s declsion was con-
veyed in a letter from the chairman,
Colonel D. H. CameTon of Lochiel, to
Provost Wotherspoon,

“NO NEW ARGUMENTS"

“We decided no new arguments had
been brought forward which would en-
able my area board to make any fun-
damental alterations to our proposals,’
Col, Cameron had wrilten.

The board were most anxious to pre-
serve the railway line north of Inver-
ness and to improve the long-distance
passenger and freight services.

“It is fundamental to the success of
this endeavour that the railways should
concentrate on the long-distance ser-
vices and leave the buses to provide
for the short-distance and intermediate
journeys. 1 khow this will require care-.
ful road-rail co-ordination.”

Col. Cameror said it would take six
weeks lo r:omplele the hecessary ar-

to 1 h

and it would not be put into Operation
before the end of March at the earliest.

A decentralised traffic organisation
was being set up,

CO-ORDINATION

The railway traffic manager for the
northern division, with his headquarters
at Inverness. wWould have considerable
responsibility for seeing that rail ser-
vices in his area met the requirements
of the travelling and trading public.

Both he and the general manager in
Inverness for Highland Omnibuses, Ltd.,
would co-ordinate to ensure the best
possible service,

Highland Omnibuses had already
given an assurance that steps would be
taken 1o see that any additional dupli-
cation required on existing journeys
would be fully provided,

“I believe,” said Colonel Cameron.
“that given a fair trial, the scheme will
provide reasonable transport facilities.
Its detailed working will be kept under
constant review both by road and rail
interests.”

A spokesman for Highland Omnjbuses
said no fares increases were contem-
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SHORTHAND-TYPIST Wanted im-
mediately. Apply in writing to the
golrthern Times Office, Station Road,

0l

SMAHT BOY Wanted as Apprentice
Grocer. Apply Manager, S.C.W.S,
Golspie.

STAFF for Large Private House re-
quired for Season commencing end of
March till beginning October, for
house, table and kitchen. Excellent
living and good wages. Experience
and references required. Apoply to
Factor, Estate Offices, Clash e,

plated so far as normal additional bus
services were concerned.

“If any nhew services ale to be pro-
vided the question of fares will have
to be discussed with the Traffic Com-
missioners.”

ROAD SERVICE PLANS

The following are the modifications
and new plans for Highland Omnibus
Services proposed to go into operation
when the railway economy plans take
effect:—

At Inverness, improved connections
for passengers will be made between
rail and bus stations,

Buses will be on Platform 6 at the
railway station to meet trains from the
South. Similarly, buses from the North
will set down passengers on Platform
6 to make connedtions with south trains,

ROGART

In order to provide a better connec-
tion for Inverness in the forenoons,
Highland Omnibuses will vary their
departure time from Golspie and
Rogart on Monday. Tuesday and Friday
forenoons to provide an arrival at Lairg
at 125 p.m, 1n order to eflect a connec-
tion at Lairg station with the 12,36 p.m.
south train.

Highland Omnibuses will also arrange
bus services on Mondays. Tuesdays and
Fridays for passengers wishing to get
to Rogart from Lairg following the ar-
rivals of the last trains from both the
North and South at 6.53 p.m. and 6.51
p.m. This service will leave Lairg at
approximately 7 p.m. and make the
jowrney to Rogart and Golspie and re-
turn to Lairg.

When Dornoch branch line is closed,
bus services will be run from Dornoch
for people living in and around Embo.

“This timetable,” states Col. Cameron,
“although highly unprofitable, repre-
sents a considerable improvement on
the existing services so far as Dornoch
and Embo are concerned.

INVERNESS-DORNOCH

“l would also state that Highland
Omnibuses will vary  their Inverness/
Dornoch service in order to effect a
connection at Bonar-Bridge station for
Dornoch with the 435 p.m, train from
Inverness arriving at Bonar-Bridge at
6.20 p.m.

“The existing lnverness/Golspie road
serv! provide a reasonable alterna-
tive for passengers travelling in both
d:rechons between Cambusavie and
Skelbo.”

After the withdrawal of the evening
trains between Inverness and Tain. a
bus will run each night from Monday
to Saturday between these centres.
This service will connect with trains
arriving in Inverness from the South.
In the reverse direction there will be
an_additional bus service,

Steps will be taken to see that any
additional duplication to existing bus
journeys which may be required will be
fully provided.

Colonel Cameron atso sajd in his
letter that he would ensure that ade-
quate cartage facilities were provided
at Muir of Ord and Bonar-Bridge to
deal with the freight traffic arising on
the Fortrose and Dornoch branches.

Married Women in

Offices

R J. H. MACKAY, Melvich. told
Sutherland County Council last
week “to be careful”—the youth em-
ployment officer in Wick had repeatedly
been making representations about
young girls not being able to get work
in offices which were often “"filled up
with married women.”
The council were idering an ap-

STATION CLOSURE
IN NORTH

“Very Severe Blow,"” Says
County Convener
“I THINK we have suffered a very
severe blow from the Govern-
ment through the British Transport
Commussion,” commented the Rev, Wil-
liam MacLeod, convener of Sutherland
and provost of Dornoch, last Friday, on
the decision to reject the pleas of local
authorities that certain branch railway
lines and siations north of Inverness
should be saved from closure.

“It is obvious, so far as the High-
lands are concerned, that any national-
ised undertaking must become attenu-
ated if it is based on economic neces-
sity.
'?'On the other hand, a nationalised
undertaking, to my way of thinking,
should be a social service supported by
the Government so that every part of
the country, whether poor or rich, may
have the same services. 1 do not think
we shall gey any betterment in the
Highlands, so far as transport and other
nationalised services are concerned.
until these are regarded as social ser-
vices and not revenue-producing ser-
vices.

“Now the Government have come
down on the side of economics, so that
we shall suffer considerably.” The same
would happen with the buses later on,
added Mr MacLecd

PROTEST MEETING

Mr G. M. Murray, Morvich, who is a
member of Sutherland County Council,
said he was going to call a protest
meeting, Rogart would be the worst
placed of all. “I do not see why we
should lie down to this. We in the High-
lands are chucked about any old way
to suit the whim of some bureaucrat, I
do not think the British Transport Com-
mission listened to our case at all.”

The bus service proposed for Rogart
was “ridiculous.” It was offering a ser-
vice to connect with the trains at Lairg
on three days a week. “What about the
other three days?” asked Mr Murray.
And what kind of postal service were
they going to get now if the mail train
did not stop at Rogart,

But he was most seriously concerned
by the fact that no representative north
of Inverness was on the Transport Users’
Consultative Committee. His impres-
sion was that they had been conven-
iently left out of it just now.

And the situation was all the more
ridiculous at this time when Rogart was
trying to play Its part in the Fraser
tourist development plan for the Hjgh-
lands. Rogart came within the Bonar-
Bridge experimental area. "We are
being asked to provide more facilities
for visitors and yet our railway station
is being taken away from us. It's fan-
tastic, One side is fighting against the
other.”

He had aways undersfood that nation.
allsation meamt fair shares for all. It
was “scandalous” the way the whole
north of Scotland had been treated.

) REDUNDANT?

One hundred and twenty Highland
railwaymen will lose their jobs, accord-
ing to Councillor Mackenzie, Inverness.
Twenty-three of them will be offered
alternative rallway positions in the
area but the remaining 97 will become
redundant and wiil have to find jobs in
other regions or eutside the railway
altogether.

Councillor Mackenzie, a railway
guard and secretary of the Inverness
No. 1 branch of the N.U.R. said that
lhere would be joint consultations in

the ma and
sulﬂ representatives to negotiate the
treatment of the redundant men.

Himself a member of the Highland
deputation which has led the protest
againsgy the closures, Councillor Mac-
kenzle said: “It is a pretty poor show.
The British Transport Commission are
not concerned with offering a public
service. They are out to make an

plication from a shorthand typist in
their employment who wanted one
week's leave of absence to be married
and asking permission to conmtinwe her
work on a temporary basis, It was stated
4hat her future husband was going on
national service.

Under the circumstances it was agreed
that the request be gnnted but that
the case be r d six

y drive and the best way they
think thev can achieve it is by reduc-
ing stafl.”
REORGANISATION

This is how British Railways’
organisation will affect the North.

The passenger and freight service at
Foulls and Bilbster on the main North
line is 4o cease entirely, At Delny, The
Mound. Loth, Halkirk and Bower the

Te-

time.
———

LICENCE OFFENCES
Mrs Marina Sutherland, 17 Victoria
Crescent, Brora, was fined £5 at Dor-
noch Sheriff Court last Tuesday for
operating a televizion set without a
licence b July 31 and November

Dornoch.

The ROYAL GOLF HOTEL, DORNOCH,
offers £4 10/- for a six-day week,
free meals on duty and free accom-
modation (if required) to Two Ladies
(married or single) who can work
hard without supervision, Duties
include the making of tea, coffee and
the washing of dishes by automatic

machine. Write, or telephone Dor-

28, 1959. Mrs Jessie Gilbert, 2 Church
Street, Golsple, was fined £2 for using
a wireless set without a licence during
the same period.

service {s to cease and all
five stations will lose their {reight
handling staff and be reduced to the
status of unstaffed publie sidings.
Rogart is one of 13 stations on the
main line at which the passenger ser-
vice wiil be withdrawn. The others are
Bunchrew. Leatran, Clunes. Beauly,
Muir of Ord. Conon, Evanton. Alness,
Kildary, Nigg. Edderton, and Watten.
On the branch line from The Mound
to Dornoch stations to be closed both

to passenger and freight are—Cambus.
avie Halt, Skelbo, Embo and Dornoch,

Praise for Helmsdale Firefighters

A HELMSDALF reina net hoat tha . have hasn mirh mana caricos Tha A

AST Sunday was a black day for
Sutherland. At Midtown, Tal-
mine, Melness, a mother and her
10-year-old son were burned to death
when fire completely destroyed a tarred
felt roof crofter's cottage, and a 31
year-old Englishman lost his life
when he went over a precipice and fell
about 1000ft. while glissading down the
steep slopes of Ben Hope.

The woman and her son were Jessic
Mackay, daughter of Mr Robert Mac-
kay, ‘Kyleview, and Robert John, a
pupil at Melness School. They were

PUBLIC APPEAL

The Rev. F. Macdonaid, Me'ness
Church of Scottand, told “The
Northern Times® on Wednesday
night that his kirk session wera
launctung a public appeai tor funds
to help the distressed Mackay
family and that they were hoping
to houss them In dus course.
Treasurer of the appeal fund was
Mr C. Birnie, the local .

Trapped in Bed inl
Neighbours’ Desperate Rescue B

MOTHER AND SON BURI
TO DEATH AT TALMIT

Crofthouse At

And Mr Mackay, his daugh
children were wandering &
terical, with people trying v
walking blindly back into &l

"When the roof caved in
house was destroyed.”

Stiil shocked and under me¢
tion Mr Mackay sald: “I got
a drop of tea. I left the oil
ing in the scullery and wi
to the kitchen.

“When I got back the scul
fire right up to the ceiling
put it out, I just couldn't sto

"1 woke ‘Rena and the ct
were sleeping downmstairs, *
get up to wake Jessie and
the flames and smoke beat

Within an hour the fire
itself out. And Mrs Mack
son were found lying side t
bed in the tiny charred attic

Mr Mackay was given s
neighbour, while Mrs Mar
her children went to the |
uncle, Mr George Mackay.

FUNERAL SERVIl

sleeping in an attic of this wooden
partitioned five-roomed cottage, and
when the alarm was raised they were
trapped in dhe inferno,

More fortunate were Mr Mackay, who
1s 59, his married daughter, Mrs Rena

Mackenzie, and her 1wo chiidren,
George (6) and Anne (8). They man-
aged to stagger out of the blazing

puilding, but they were in a hysterical
state and had to have medical atten-
tion,

It is understood that the fire was
caused by an oil stove.

GALLANT BID

First to raise the alarm was 30-year-
oldg Mr Jbhn Macleod, an employee of
Alexander Sutherland, Ltd., Thurso,
who was home for ¢he week-end,

He told a reporter: “I was sitting
with a friend in my car outside my
house about 230 a.m. when I saw
flames coming through the windows of
the Mackays' home.

“We rushed down and saw Mr Mackay
staggering out. Mrs Mackenzie and her
two children had no clothes on at all
They were demented.

“Half the lower part of the house
was an inferno, 1 rushed in and got
halfway upstairs but dense smoke
drove me back.

“Flames {rom %he blazing scullery
were shooting up through the house. I
went out, soaked a coat in water and
tried to get upstairs again.

“1 was halfway up when the wooden
staircase burst into flames. It began
to cave in and 1 just had time to leap
down. I was burnt about my legs and
my hair was singed.

O0F CAVED IN

"1 ran lo a phone and called the
police and ambulance, Then I went
back again. My friend, John Mackay.
my brother-in-law James Watt from
Thurso, and I got a ladder and went on
to the roof.

“With a hammer we started trying
to bash our way in that way. But as
soon as we made a hole flames shot
through Then the roof caved in. We
were lucky not to fall right into the
blaze.

“It was terrible, We felt so helpless.

The r of the two v
taken to Melness Church «
and on Tuesday there wa
there. before the funeral, o
the Rev. F. Macdonald. The
said by Mr C. Birnie, the |
master.

Melness schoo! children
teachers were among the o
The service was both in

Gaelic.

It was a very, very impret
(wrifes a correspondent). !
mourners were openly wee)
was pathetic to watch Ro
classmates sitting there so ¢

The funeral was to Melnes
when among the chief mot
Robert Mackay, Rena Mack
Mackay (Newecastle). Geor
{Skinnet). Murdo Macled
Bridge), T, Mackay and
(Tongue). It was the larg
seen in the district for mat

Among the floral trit
wreaths {rom Robert John'{
classmates and teachers an
Sunday Schoo

NO FIRE BRIG’

Since the tire, people in
district have been talking
lack of fire- llghlmg equip}
although it is admitted tf
there had been a local bri
time it had got to the sg
latest outbreak it would
formidable task quelling ti

“But,” one resident
Northern Times,” “that dog
we should not have such
Firemen did set out from
this occasion, but that mear
of 12 miles which invelves]
time.

“There is a water main
way through here, but ther
nection anywhere in the
fire hose, not from one
district to the other.

on Sunday, although it still
been too late to save life,
the blaze. But you never;

And on Wednesday nigh
Macdonald told our repe:
was going to raise this m

first meeting of the distric

T HIRTY searchers, including

police, gamekeepers and shep-’
herds, had the g bnm task last Monday
morning of recovering the body of Mr
Gerald V. Massey, the physicist from
Dounreay atomic station, who lost his
life while glissading on the slopes of
Ben Hope, the previous afternoon.

The body of Mr Massey, a 31-year-old
bachelor from Warrington, Lancashire,
was found in a deep hole about 1800
{eet up the ben,

An ice axe, left by his two compan-
jons, Kenneth Brindley, Howburn Road,
Thugrso, and James McLeish, Ormlie
Lodge Hostel, marked the spot where
the death fall had begun.

One of the party; Mr Peter Stewart,
who works at Altnaharra Hotel, said
the search party took three hours of
hard climbing to reach the spot, There
was not much snow on the mountain,
but deep wreaths in the gullies.

“It was on one of these wreaths™
said Mr Stewart, “about three-quarters-
way up, that the three men started the
fatal slide, Mr Massey apparently lost
control when he allowed the ice axe to
slip from his grasp. He must have been

CLIMBER’S BODY RECOVEI
FROM MOUNTAIN GUL

where Mr Massey lived, to
a concerted course of ac
the Caithness Mountaineersi
the local party organised
police. 4

The body was known
between frozen snow and
and skilled mountaineerin
would be required to carr
rescue operation,

Late telephone calls
rendezvous between the
and the mountaineering cl
at a byre just south of the
Hope at 7.30 on Monday

The Thurso party left at
reached the byre almost si
with the other party of
shepherds, gamekeepers
The party, 30 strong. com
numbers of Thurso and Su
‘They lost no time in the as
rough terrain to the base
gully at a level of about

The skilled mountaineers,
then approached the
with ice axes footholds
frozen snow across the
proved a difficult operati

fiying like a rocket™
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F-the British Transport Commis-

sion were going to u.pplg the rigid
principle of economigs then there
was no escape from the ulhmate ‘closure
of the whole railway line from.Inver-
ness to . Wick, the Rev. William Mac-
Leod, ¢onvenét of Sutherland. .and
provost of Dornoch, said last Frlday.
when he was colhmenung on a state-
ment made the previous day at Inver-
ness by Cameron’' of Lochiel, chairman
of the commission’s Scottish Area Board.
Lochiel had suggested ‘to.a Highland
local' authority protest deputation ‘that
jf certain branch Tines'and stations north
of Inverness were not closéd the whole
line from Inverness to chk rmghl yet
be threatened N

If that was the way in whlch tbe
Commission looked at it, added Mr
MacLeod, the best policy, lor Sutherland
County Council was to leave alone any,
road projects they had in connection
with the railways. Mr Macleod was
referring to the council’s major scheme
to build an overline bridge at Strath-
steven, on the trunk. road beiween
Golspie and Brora, which has “been
advertised for tender,’and to an under-
line bridge which it is proposed to build
at Golf Road level crossing, Brora.

“The County Oouncil should hesitate
to spend any more money on such pro-
Jects amntil 'this whole matter is final-
ised,” said Mr MacLeod. The Govern-
ment, incidentally, were contributing
-substantially to both these works.

It was apparent what the attitude was
to be to these smalk branch lines, such
as the Mound-Dornoch line, ‘and so
people could assume there was Ssome-
thing behind the threat to close the
whole line from Inverness to Wick.

Mr MacLeod recalled that some timé
ago he had warned Sutherland Count:
Council that the threat to small bramt]

lines was “the thin edge of the wedge.”
He had stated that unless they took
prompt action they would have no rail-

EDROOM SUITE

£46.15.0

Table with l

e Yensers.

SALE PRICE
IS | THREE - PIECE SUITES

COMFORTABLE THREE-PIECE SUITE

omr. | consisting of Wing-Style 2-Saater Settes
op- and twe Wing Easy Chairs. Complets
up~ | with four rubber cushions.

v, Intarior Full-

SALE

PRICE £48-1 0-0

‘THREE-FIECE  SUITE
comprising 2-Ssater Settes and two Easy
Chalrs with reversible rubber cushions.

£59.10.0
VALUES in CARPETS

(AX-MINSTER CARPEYS

will' be Kaowan’

| British Railways;
chairman and director of Scottish Omni- |

LITTLE HOPE FOR THESE
BRANCH' RAILWAYS

way nerth of Inverness,

Mr J, P. Whittet, Clashmore, a mems
ber of Sutherland County Council, who
was on the Inverness deputation, said
last Friday that it was-all wrong that
there should have been only two mem-
bers of the area board at the meeting
whlle there were so many officials.,

“l .was, extremely dissatisfied - with
the fneeting. ,,I do not think _these
officials should *have been there at,all.
1t is the officials who are running this
business. I think this area board and
the Transpoit Users Copsultative Com.
mitte€ are only the facade to ailow thése
officials-to dictate what is to be dogie.”,

"While he did not think there was any
jimmedidte, inteéntion to close the main
line, that 'might comé’ in time. ““You
never, know when" the axe is going to
fall,” "added Mr Whittet,

The British Transport Commission
were trying “to push this lo¢al railway
traffic on to thé buses,” but he did not
think that would do the buses =¥ good,
“We maintain that if the railway wént
over to diesel they would reduce their
losses.”

“CUT AND DRIED"

Mg G. M. Morrison, Bonar-Brldge,
who was representing Dornoch and
Creich District Council on the deputa-
tion to Inverness, last Friday said he
felt that they had got a patient hearing
“because of the bad treatment” they had
haq when they went to ‘meet the
Minister of Transport in London, but in
the event everything was already “cut
and dried" and l.he,commlssion's minds
were “already made up.”

But Mr Morrvison thought the com-
mission might have second thoughts
about the plan to close the passenger
service at Rogart station, although that
was only his own impression.

Personally, he was very disappointed
that the Scottish Tourist Board repre-
septative at the meeting had. said
nothing to back up what Mr William
Nicholson, the board’s manager, had
said at the meeting with the Minister
of Transport. Then Mr Nicholson had
said that it was very important, from,
the tourist angle, that no action should
be taken just now to close these branch
lines. “That was not mentioned yester-
day,” added Mr  Morrison. "My own
impression is that the Tourist . Board
were asked to soft podal on this.”

Mr J. G. Macdonald, who was repre-
genting Dornoch. Town Council, said he
would be reporting to the council. But
his lmpresnon ‘was that the branch lines
were going to be closed. The area
board’s hands seemed to be tied, he
added.

GLASGOW MEETING

Now the whole area board are to
meet in Glasgow next Wednesday to
give their {final decision,

Cameron of Lochiel had told the
Highland local suthority deputation that
the plan to ¢lose the branch lines and
stations had been designed in order to
preserve the main line.

A statement issued after the meeting
indicated that Lochiel would report
everything that was said at the meeting
to the full Scottish Area Board, It
would take six weeks to implement any
decision that was made,

‘1ochiel’ had attached special im-
portance to the fostering and improving
of road and rail co-ordination, , the
statement added.

Along with Lochiel were Mr Donachy,
area board deputy chairman and mem-
ber of the B.T.C., Mr James Ness,
general wmanager, Scottish Region,
Mr James Amos,

buses, Ltd.: Mr A. Yeaman, traffic
manager, British Railways, Northern
Division; and other officials of the
B.T.C.

Before the meeting, the Highland
deputation, who were led by Provost
Robert Wotherspoon of Inverness, had
talks between themselves lasting nearly
an_hour.

The meeting, which was held in
private, lasted for three ‘hours, and
afterwards_“A complete fiasco . . . a
wasted afternoon . .. no better than our
meeting with Marples,” were some of
the comments from the deputation.

The deputatlon, still smarting over the
cold reception they got from Mr Ernest
Marples, Minister of Transport, have
been told by, Sir Brian Robertson, chair-
man 8f the'British THansport Commis-
sion, that the area board have full
powers.to reach a decision on this matter.

But from remarks passed by some of
the Highland representatives later,
there seems little hope of the area board
scrapping the closure plan,

RAILWAYMAN'S VIEW

Mr Donald Mackenzie, an Inverness
town councillor, himself a railwayman,
said, “I pointed out that the commission
had only recently appointed a traffic

manager for the North and they were

‘FROM OUR OLD
FILES

60 YEARS AGO

BECAUSE of a snowstorm the pre-
siding officers at the General
Election in the county had to travel on
horseback and by cart to many of. the
pollmg stations, we -reported. in our
issue of January 20, 1910. There was
“great excitement” when it was an-
nounced that A. C. Morton (L.) bad a
majority of 656 over Lochiel .(U.)—
1607 951,

“'Tn our "'Funny Man’s” column’if was

“stated that.Brora’ was “again measured”
.for'a new harboyt, and_that “rather a

curious ‘incident happerted in prelimi-
naries at t.he site” 'The’Commigsion,
the artigle “states, had" forgotten ' their’
measuring mstrumems and it ‘was
decided to ask’ Mr .}ohn Ross, draper;
for his yard-stick,~but’as'Mr Ross had
:been in- contact withithe Highldnd Rail-
way- Compdny at -the:time about -their
high freight charges, he was not-avail-
‘able. Eventually,the site was measured
with a two-foot rule carried by Mr A.
Sutherland, one"of “the commissioners.

It was reported at the annual soiree
of Helmsdale .Free Church Sabbath
School that there yere.103 pupils on
the roll. Five first class, three second
class and two third class certificates
were obtained in the Welfare of Youth
examination.

Mr David Melville, Golspie, was
appointed chairman of Sutherland
Combination Poorhouse, Bonar-Bridge.

Brora and Golspie Free Church con-
gregations signed a unanimous call to
the Rev, D. Munro, Ferintosh.

At the annual gathering of the
Edinburgh Sutherland Association it was
reported that their total funds amounted
to £1112. .

25 YEARS AGO
ERE were 28 births, 12 marriages
and 27 deaths in the Parish of Clyne
in, 1934, we reporled in our issue of
January 17, 1935.
On leaving Halladale to

CADL‘T training_ seeks to develop,
a boy's ‘own pérsonality and’
character so that he grows into a
useful member of the adnlt community,
but, more, since the training is based
on the military model, we produce a
good ¢itizen, who, in the words of "the
last cadet regulations, “when he puts
on the Queen’s uniform, becomes the
godd -Btitish ‘soldjer.”

*In actual- practice, of course. O.hose
boys who have any inclinations to a
military-career, or who come {rom
homes with a- reglmenlal background,
are the ones that gravitate to the cadet
force iff preference 1o other youth "ot~
ganisations and - the result of 'cadet
training must be that interest in things
military are aroused and boys may elect
to make the army -their career,

*But why did the cadet forces start in
18607 Or rather, why did the present
conception. of cadet forces as we now
know them. start in that year? The
occasion will produce the man or: the
movement. - So it was with the cadet
forces. -
TWO MAJOR ROOTS

If the cadet forces are a blending of
child-care and military training we
should expect to f{ind two major roots

THE Army Cadet Force celsbrate
their centénary this year and
alf over the country detachments
are preparing special schémes to
mark the ocoasion.,

It Is natural that this splendid
youth organisation are hoping for
more recruits than ever thig year
and the Sutherland company are n»
exception,

Parents should note that this Is
not purely a military organisation,

teacher at Armadale, Miss J. Macrae
received a number of public presen-
tations. .

‘The accounts of Sutherland Nursing
Association showed a credit balance of
£187 .

Twelve teams entered for the pre-
liminary drama festival at Dornoch,

Helmsdale United won the Couper
Cup- when they defeated Golspie Suther-
land 5-1 in the final at Helmsdale. Our
report states that the 'Dale attack were
ably led by A. Pettigrew.

A number of young Bonar-Bridge
pipers were +making -good- progress
under their tutor, Pipe-Major A. Ross.

Chrysanthemums "of abnormal size
and beauty” were in bloom at Gledfield,
Ardgay.

—_—
y .-

What's in a Name?
R A. SUTHERLAND, Lairg, sug-
gested to Sutherland County Coun-

cil recently that the new designation
for Mr D. R. Fasham—county engineer
(as well as planning officer)—might be
confusing. He wondered if it should
not be county water and drainage
engineer. There was engineering work
to be done on road schemes. Did Mr
Fasl?lam's title include road engineer-
ing

Mr A. J. Macrae, clerk—That is the
work of the .road surveyor (Mr W,
Sutherland).

Mr G. M'lver, Brora, said he would
agree with Mr A..Sutherland up to a
point. The term “county engineer”
might lead to confuslon in some people’s
minds. “It might be interpreted as the
man who is responsible not only for
water and drainage but for roads.”

Maijor J. H. Weir, Golspie—Although
Mr Fasham is appointed county en-
gineer that does not mean he is senior
to the road surveyor or architect?

Mr Macrae—There is no senijority,

Major Weir—In Inverness there is.

Mr Macrae—l know it is quite com-
mon elsewhere to designate the water
and drainage engineer as county engin-
eer—and the road surveyor as the road
englneer, if you like,

Mr M'Iver—Well. I accept that..

e

SCHOOL PLANS

Draft plans of Golspie’s new senior
secondary sohool are being submitted
to the Soottish Education Department
for their approval. Once the Depart-
ment's reaction is received the final
plans will go before Sutherland Plan-
ning Committee and the County Council,

must remain
essemlally one of its virtues, and no
boy Is the worse of that. _Curiously
as the ying article
shows, u was a woman who was
for the of the

movement.

to our plant. and this is, indeed, exactly
what we do find. Both military and
social forces were at work.

the plant seeded and first grew. By
1860 the industrial revolution was well
established. Britain had grown pros-
perous. Manufacture and trade had
developed and real wealth had increased
enormously. Yet the process of con-
verting the country from agriculture to
industry had brought misery as well as
success. The early developers had had
little thought for the social changes
which they had incurred. The rapid
growth of urbanisation had produced
slums, and mass-exploitation, and the
forces of religion and education had
been unable to cope with the sudden
demands imade upon them.

But by 1860 the Victorian conscience
had awakened and already many
thinkers had striven in the cause of
reform. Espetially was this so in the
case of children. 1t was a time of
liberalism both in politics and thought.
New ideas were constantly being pro-
mulgated and often accepted. Many
of the services which we now accept
unthinkingly as part of the welfare
state in which 'we live, had their origins
in the voluntary efforts of unselfish
men and women' in this period.

MISS OCTAVIA HILL

Among the reformers was Miss
Octavia Hill. Her name will always be
assotiated with slum clearance and the
building of decent homes for the poor.
Her experiences in East London led her
to the'conclusion that it was not enough
just to educate or rehouse the adults,
the next generation must be given
standards of cleanliness and decent
behaviour.

She surveyed the urchins of London
and decided that a little discipline
would be the best way to start. So she
collected helpers and started a band of
boys who modelled themselves on the
Army. That small seed grew to a cadet
battalion which exists to this day.

Here then is the first root—the desire
to help boys — bedded deep in the
sociological conditions of the nineteenth
century.

What about the military aspect?
Again, let us look at conditions of 1860.

The country was very prosperous and
recruiting fell away badly. It recovered

SSYNT Amenities Association are
fo be compHmented on the [llus-
trated guide book for the district which
they recently issued. It is compiled and
edited by Mr Norman Macaskill, the
local district clerk, and should do much
to boost this magnificent part of
Sutherland.

'ln a foreword Lord Forbes, former

Canttioh Affaive

This Guide Should Boost Assynt

sands of Achmelvich, Clachtoll and
Clashnessie are the happy playgrounds
of an ever-i mcrenslng nurhber of sum-

Let us, then, consider the soil in which’

HOW ARMY CADET FORCE
WERE BORN-—1

_ Woman’s Part 100 - Years .Ago..-

in the depression of 1876 but that
irreleyant to our -story, -

he army therefore was small €
the service was unattractive, yet -
national need for the armed forces v
considerable.. At that time Britain,
common with the other nations
Europe, feared the rise of Frar
Memories of Waterloo were not Y
so far distant (only 45 years befo
and France had emerged victorious
the , wars . of , the Italian liberati
Wauld Napoleon T1I prove to be anoy
‘Bonaparte ?

VERY REAL DANGER
Whether the question seenis rhetor.
or not to us, it was very real to
grandfathers. That was the {ime w!
50 many forts were built on the So
Coast which to-day make camp cént
for the A.C.F. The dangers was séel
be real’and the army was small. M
over, folléwing the traditions of Bri
military thought, the army was
service overseas,’it was not geared
defence. As always, when in p
Britain called upon her citizens
here the middle classes respon
wholeheartedly. They might not w
to be regular soldiers but they are n
than ready to be citizen-soldiers.

In 1859 the Secretary of State w
to all Lords-Lieutenant asking then
formy volunteer battalions. - The for
tion of any militia or ‘volunteer o
was certain to'be 100 per cent. suce
ful (a phenomenon repeated when:
L.D.V. was formed in 1940). Youngi
came forward in their hundreds. It
a time of intense national pride
this was coupled- with a proud pat
ism, Service for-the country was
just a slogan it was a reality. So Bri
responded to the call made on her
power.

These volunteer units had mucl
common .with, the . later Terrik
Army. They were both officered.
manned by men of similar social b
grounds. Money was available,
jndeed much from public sources
from private funds. There was a
variety of uniforms, often at pers
expense, and we may be certain
the spirit more than made up for
deficiencies in actual iraining, th
the latter wa3s taken seriously ent
in 1860.

BOYS EAGER TO JOIN

Given the national danger, the inf
patriotic urge, and the general ex
ment, is it any wonder that the
wished to join up with their ¢
brothers? 1Is it any wonder th
militia formation, filled with the &
raderie of neighbours and with a ¢
of high adventure, should collect u
younger brothers, put them into
form, and let them drill to their h
content ?

That is precisely what happened
throughout the country one finds t
junior volunteer forces coming
being almost simultaneously,
owed central direction to no one,
their uniforms were varied. Some
doubtless short lived and many
doubtedly vanished when the so-t
French scare passed with the Frs
Prussian war of 1870.

Many survived and some of
existing A.C.F. units can trace
origing away back to these early '
More. doubtless, could do so if rel
existed. Alas, the spirit of adve:
and enthusiasm does not take kind
.pen and ink and few records of *
early days have survived,

SCHOOLS' LEAD

Since. each cadet’ unit, was ent
dependent for what we now call
ministration: on its- parent body
are no central records and we ar
pendent on diaries, regimenta¥ hist
and private letters. To 'documen
true history of those early years
require a great deal of patient rest
—far more, alas, than the writer ¢
present afford.

It hardly needs to be said th
those days of national emergency
emotion the schools eould not.i;
the needs of youth. When the V
tedrs were formed in 1859 it is a
certain that many school masters v
have offered their services, but so
the leading public schools at
sought permission to form Volu
Corps of their own,

So far as we know at presen{
earliest were Eton, Harrow, R
Rossall, Felsted, Hurstpierpoint,
cheﬁer and Tonbridge. These
becarfie the school'.cadet corps a
now know them, but they then w
part of the Volunteer Force and
role  woutd have been operatlona
the ogcaslon arisen,

So we-find our second root—this

mer visitors.” And tain climbers
find a challenge in such peaks of awe-
some sounding names as Quinag, Canisp,
Cu! Mor, Suilven and Ben More Assynt.

The guide is profusely illustrated and
set off with informative articles, and
thara are several pages of general in-

bedded in the mllnary ‘needs ¢
mmmumty
(To be continued.)

spoars«

Ple 6 ket Cdraat






fHE NORTHERN TIMES, FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 1960

I.F.U. LEADERS
“‘ACCUSED”

A.P. Action Was
Months Too Late”

[E leaders of the National
Farmers' Union of Scotland
accused recently of being **12
ths too late’’ in taking action
1st the Government's proposed
-in ‘Marginal Agricultural Produc-

grants,
e occasion was a meeting, in Lan-

“12

iire. of the Scoitish Peat and
Development Association, and
ain Ben Coutts, factor to Mr

del Noble, M.P, for North Argyll,
that M.A.P. in its old form was
fed two years ago, not just a few
hs' ago. “It is a sad fact that the
1 only began to fight against the
frniment's plans 12 months too late.”
dded, “Whatever other grants we
in the Highlands we will mever
. grant which has done more good
‘MCAP.” .

‘e have been inclined to think that
“iriefficient farmers should be car-
along by subsidfes. This would
be tholed in any other industry.
unlon has been too ready to shout
.'wolf’ The future of our industry
ihg to rely much more on capital
5 than on hand-out grants,” he

PLOUGHING GRANTS

1e time has come when ineffi-
y cannot be tolerated in the in-
y—and that goes for the N.F.U.
vell,” declared Colonel Michael
eith. “It is crazy that they al-
1 M.A.P. to be cut, The cut should
been in one of the ‘blanket’ grants
as that for ploughing.”
Woodburn, a former Secretary
ate for Scotland. said he had to
it this view. The N.F.U. had only
1e alive to the M.A.P. issue after
d passed through Parliament and
an accomplished fact. Agitation
too late,
G. Dunlop (Newton Stewart) in-
to defend Union policy and re-
[ to the bitter fight its leaders had
ip_to safeguard the grants.
Woodburp had been questioned
meral agricultural policy and his
sought on the situation. “We are
n the process of becoming Euro-
" he said. “The Government and
nuntry are turning away from sup-
-§ agriculture as they did and
is a frosty wind blowing.”
tain Coutts said he thought sub-
_were not intended to keep the
ient farmers in business. “I agree
here is a much colder blast blow-
ow and in the future there will
wer straight handouts and more
1 improvement grants.
latevgr grants we may get {n the
inds,” said Captain Coutts, “we
ever get one as good as M.AP.
; think the people who were get-
- at the time realised how much
i doing for them. It was a very
hought out plan with no possi-
; of waste ang always something
w for it

F.U. Statement

National Farmers’ Union of Scot-
ind have come owut with strong
\g for branches, particu’arly in the

who ‘have complained about the
ng of Marginal Aid Production

claims by Agricultural Executive
itteec

RENEWED HOPE FOR|Danger
DORNOCH LINE

Highland Fund Intervenes to Suggést

““Taking Over

HI Rev. William MacLeod, con-
vener of Sutherland and pro-
vost of Dornoch, expressed himself as
“very hopeful” when he was comment-
ing last Friday on the statement by Mr
J. M. Rollo, chairman of the Highland
Fund, that the Fund were interested in
keéping open the eight-mile Dornoch to
Mound branch railway line threatened
with closure by the British Transport
Commisslon.

Mr Rollo had said in Glasgow the
previous day that the Fund might run
this line themselves if their negotiations
with B.T.C. were not a success. And he
advocated the use of small diesel
coaches.

“If British Raiiways are going to
close this line,” said Mr MacLeod, *“1t
would be very strange if they refused
the Highland Fund offer to keep it open
on their own account. When the coal
pits were nationalised and the Coal
Board threatened to close down the
little mine at Brora, that did not pre-
vent Sir David Robertson, M.P., from
stepping in and keeping it going, The
fact that this was a nationalised indus-
try did not prevent the Brora mine
from functioning indépendently.”

CASE IN WALES

It was too early to be optimistic about
the Dornoch line, continued Mr Mac-
Leod, but “there is a very bright gleam
of hope that this line will not be
closed.” There was a similar case in
Wales, he added, where a company had
taken over a branch line similar to Dor-
noch’s.

“At all events, I am hopeful that the
Highland Fund will persevere and will
do their utmost to bring this idea to
success because they are very inter-
ested in anything pertaining to the
economy of a remote area such as this.”

If the Fund did run the Dornoch line,
Mr MacLeod said, the possibilities were
many. He believed that if the Highland
Fund got a fair chance they could show
the transport authorities how to make a
profit out of a venture of this kind. But
Mr MacLeod admitted that there were
many snags. But he was hopeful that
since the Fund had taken up thjs mat-
ter something favourable might result.

FACTS AND FIGURES

It was announced last week that the
Highland Fund Council had made a
direct approach to the British Transpors
Commission asking for discussions to
find out how they could help to prevent
the closures of branch railway lines
north of Inverness, which are scheduled
for March 31.

Mr Rollo said they wanted to help
financially, and were even prepared to
investigate the possjbility of running
the Mound-Dornoch branch line Inde-
pendently if British Railways would
make all the facts and figures available,

“We are willing to go forward with
constructive proposals,” said Mr Rollo.

" from B.T.C.

“Our charter is to help in the economic
and social development of the High-
lands, and we are not going to squander
money foolishly on wildcat schemes.”

The fund were particularly interested
in the Mound-Dornoch line because they
believed it was by no means in the
centre of a decaying economy.

The other branch line, between Fort-
rose and the main line, was 23 miles
long, he -added, and they felt that it
would be outwith their resources to
maintain it.

They were willing to discuss how
they could help financially to run the
Dornoch line, which has three stations
and a halt along its seven and three-
quarter mile length,

“It is perhaps an extraordinary
step,” added Mr Rollo, “but unless we
take such steps in the Highlands we
shall get nowhere.”

DIESEL COACHES

What form would the help take? Mr
Rollo said it might mean offering to
meet the losses, or it might mean the
operation of the Dornoch line as an
independent unit. If they took it over,
they woufld probably operate a {re-
quent service of diesel coaches,

At the moment there were two
trains a day in each direction. But Mr
Rollo emphasised that plans for as-
sistance were still “only hypothetical”
and nothing could be decided unless
the British Transport Commission
were prepared to put all their facts
and figures on the table,

“NOT DEGAYING”

Mr Rollo sajd they had been in touch
with the Transport Users’ Consultative
Committee on the closing of 30 stations
between Inverness and Thurso, and
the reply had been that they were
taking no further action.

These were not decaying lines lead-
ing to a decaying community, he said.
Last year 21.000 passengers were car-
ried. It was a service which was being
ended despite protests, at a time when
Mr Hugh Fraser had spoken of the
area beijng selected for the extension
of the tourist industry in the High-
lands.

———
FORMAL VERDICT

A jury at Dingwall Sheriff Court last
Friday returned a formal verdict on th2
death of Mr George Hector Mackay,
farm worker. Lemlair Cottages., near
Dingwall, Mr Mackay. who belonged
to Melness. died from injuries he sus-
tained in a road accident at Station
Square, Dingwall, on October 24, 1939.

S —

B.R. APPOINTMENT
Mr Edward A. S. Thomson, formerlv
British Railways' assistant district
traffic superintendent, Inverness, has
been appointed traffie officer for the
Northern division, and remains at
Inverness.
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Mortbern Times THESE RAILSTATIONSCLOSE
ON JUNE 13

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 1960.

MISERABLE STORY
VV HETHER oxe is for or against

the British Transportt Com-
mission’s decision to close certain
railway stations north of Inverness,
one must have sympathy with the local
authorities who have been fighting the
case for so long and who have been
led to hope. by one reprieve after the
other, that there would be some sub-
stantjal concessions.

Now they are going to the House of
Commons with their protest next week.
in a final effort to have the closure de-
ferred again. That is a reasonable pro-
posal, especially since we are coming
into the beginning of the visitor season,
and Rogart is part of the Fraser tourist
development plan,

The view that the Scoitish Transport
Users’ Consultative Commitiee had not
given the authorities concerned full or
proper support (expressed on Wednes-
day at Inverness by Councillor G, M.
Morrison, of Bonar-Bridge) will be
backed by many, for here it was that
the rot set in. This committee shut their
eyes to local conditions. Between Bonar
and Lairg, a distance of 10 miles, there
are iwo small stations which are going
to remain open, while between Lairg
and Golspie, a distance of 18 miles,
there is going to be mone with the
closure of Rogart and The Mound. I
there are good and sufficient reasons
for this these have never been ex-
pressed publicly.

The whole sorry matter has been
miserably handled. If the B.T.C. had
said at the start that they were not
going to glve way on any account, then
there would be more sympathy for
them to-day.

————

‘*‘Highland Week”

LATER this month hotelkeepers in
Dornoch are holding a “Highland
Week,” a project started by Mrs Burns,
of the Castle Hotel, last year. Now
she has been joined by other hotel
proprietors. Mr and Mrs William
Currie, of the Burghfielg House Hotel,
spoke of their plans for this popular
event in the B.B.C’s “Town and
Country” V.H.F. programme broadcast
from Rosemarkie last Tuesday night.

The new V.H.F. magazine programme
for Orkney, Caithness and Strathnaver,
which opemed on Tuesday night. pro-
vides g possible link between Gaelic
speakers in Orkney ang the northern-
most outpost of their native speech on
the mainland. Mr Ian Grahame, who
belongs to Lochinver and who lives in
Kirkwall, ended the programme with
a few remarks about this addressed to
Gacelic Ilisteners

et
DOG-OWNERS WARNED

At Dornoch Sheriff Court last Tues-
day the owners of two dogs which had
chased sheep at Achina, Bettyhill, on
March 20 last, were ordered ts keep the
animals under proper control.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
LAIRG

FOR SALE, by Private Bargain, the
Dwelling-house known as Craiglynne,
Lairg, containing 2 public and 2 bed-
rooms, Kkitchen, etc.; electricity. For
further particulars apply to the Sub-
scribers, with whom offers should be
lodgedq by 18th May, 1960.

GEORGE ROSS & NOBLE,
Solicitors, Inverness.

S[,'THERLAND was represented at

the meeting of local authorities
in Inverness on Wednesday to pro-
test against the British Transport Com-
mission's decision to close certain
branch railway lines and passenger
stations north of Inverness on Monday,
June 13. Rogart, The Mound. Cambus-
avie Halt, Skelbo, Embo and Dorncch
will all be affected,

Since last July this action has been
on the ¢ards (writes a corresponden?)
and the closure originally was to be
on a date last September, but because
of vigorous protests the B.T.C. held off,
announced a new date, and that in turn
was abandoned. Now, at last, they have
made up their minds, and apparently
there is to be no concession.

CONVENER'S COMMENT

Commenting on the decision, the
Rev. William MacLeod, convener of
Sutherland, and provost of Dornoch,
said last Monday, “It is beyond me
what they are trying to do. I think the
British Transport Commission are
determined to do this as a Kkind of
gesture to cover up their own lack of

LAST BID
At a protest meeting in Inverness
on Wednesday Highland local
authorities’ representatives ap-

pointed a six-man deputation to go
to the House of Commons next week
in a final effort to have deferred
the British Transport Commission's
decision to close down certain
branch lines and railway passenger
services on June 13,

proper organisation and management.
That is, in my view, responsible for
their filnancial difficulties.

“We are just in the same old role—
the poor old Highlands are sacrifieed
)y to cover up the Commission’s difficul-
ties in other parts. With our sparse-
ness of population, they assume that
the Highlands will always take every-
thing quietly. They assume, since this
part of the world js somewhat more
patient and responsible than other
areas, that what happened in Cyprus
and Malta could not happen in the
Highlands. But they are making a mis-
take for as the Old Book says  ‘oppres-
sion makes even wise men mad'.”

And Mr J. P. Whittet, Sutherland
County Council’s representative on the
Highland local authorities’ deputation,
who have been negotiating with the
B.T.C., commented, *“It seems most
extraordinary and quite absurd alto-
gether that they are closing these
stations right at the beginning of the
tourist season.”

COMMITTEE ATTACKED

Mr G. M. Murray, who represents
Rogart on the County Council, also
deplored the fact that the stations were
to be closed at the beginning of the
summer season. He added, “What is
annoying me also is the amount of
public money and valuable time wasted
in our negotiations with the Commis-
sion.”

And he deplored the part played by
the Scottish Transport Users’ Consul-
tative Committee who had approved
everything put forwargd by the Com-
mission. “Instead of helping us they
have done the opposite. This shows

B.T.C. “Sacrifice Highlands”

that this committee sadly need review-
ng, they are so one-sided.

"1 am terribly disappointed with this
decision. It 1s against every effort we
are making for progress. We shall want
to know the reasons for this action ang
for all the de!ays there have been.
Why were we called for talks in Edin-
burgh arnd London? After all the time
that has elapsed we are back where
we started, and the Commission are
carrying out their original proposals.”

So far as Rogart was concerned the
Commission were going to close down
the passenger service at the station
but keep two men on duty to deal with
parcels. Even if they had made this
an unattended halt for passengers it
would have helped the situation, for
he had no confidence in the proposed
bus service, especially in winter when
the roads were snowbound,

HIGHLAND FUND HOPE

It will be recalleq that in the fight
to keep the stations open the North
deputation went to London to meet Mr
Ernest Marples, Minister of Transport,
and in March the Highland Fund, Ltd.,
offered to maintain the section of rail-
way between The Mound and Dornoch.

A reorganised passenger service will
run. between Inverness ang Wick and
Thurso, and passenger trajns will be
withdrawn from the following stations:
—Bunchrew, Lentran, Clunes, Beauly,
Muir of Ord, Conon, Foulis, Evanton,
Alness. Delny, Kildary, Nigg, Edder-
ton, Rogart, The Mound, Cambusavie
Halt. Skelbo, Embo, Dornoch, Loth,
Halkirk, Bower Watten and Bilbster.

————

““Go Out” to Attract
Industry

Mr G. M. Murray, Rogart, asked
Sutherland County Council last week
if any industrial firms had been
approached about setting up factories
in these parts. He had broached the
matter at a previous meeting, he said,
when they were discussing recommen-
dations from a public meeting held at
Bativraid.

The Rev. William MacLeod, convener,
said the assurance had been given that
the courcil would give every help to
any firm who wanted to start an in-
dustry here,

Mr Murray — Try to make some
approach. Other counties have done
so. I feel that we as a local authority
should make approaches and not just
watt.
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“Missing” Climber Sought

THE other Sunday morning two shots

from a gamekeeper's gun and a
handkerchief signal told a search party
that a climber missing on Ben Hee, in
Sutheralnd, was safe. The climber was
Mr George Speed, who works in the
chemical department ,at Dounreay
atomic energy station.

He had been one of a party who had
climbed to the top of the mountain on
the Saturday. Speed was rissing when
the party, after encountering dense fog,
reached the foot ‘'of the mountain. A
search party arrived from Thurso on
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LOCHIEL'S

“SHOCK”

FOR

NORTH COUNTIES

His ‘‘Attitude” :—Inverness-Wick Railway
Line Will Be Closed Down Eventually

COLONEL Cameron of Lochiel,

chairman of the Scottish Arca
Board of the British Transport
Commission, had taken the attltude
that in time the whole railway line
from Inverness to Wick and Thurso
would be closed down,

That was staled by Mr J. G. Mae-
donald in Dornoch last Fridey night
when he was telling the Town Couneil
about the meeting held in Inverness
the previous Wednesday by Northern
local authority representatives to pro-
test against the B.T.C. decision to close
down certain branch railway lines and
passenger stations on June 13 next.

Mr Macdonald. paying tribute to the
efforts of the chairman, Provost Wother-
spoon, of Inverness, said he had been
“very severe” in his criticism of Lochiel,
k when
Lochiel suggested in his letter that in
the very near future the railway line
will be closed from Inverness to Wick
and Thurso. That is Lochiel's attitude.
He stated that in his letter.”

COMMITTEE ATTACKED

Mr W. C. Wright, the clerk, who also
attended the Inverness meeting on
behalf of Dornoch Town Council, said
that for some time he bad been in
favour of some form of interdict being
taken out “against all and sundry so
that the people who have been eluding
the issue would be forced to come for-
ward with their arguments. 1 found,
unfortunately, that my idea was far
{rom popular.

“It was quite obvious from the very
beginning that the July meeling in
Edinburgh with the Scottish Transport
Users’ Consultative Committee was the
kernel of the whole thing. [f that
committee had made a recommendation
against the British Transport Commis-
sion proposals in any form, the way
would have been clear to have held up
the closing of the railway. The mere
fact that they made no suth recom-
mendation at all meant that everyone,
including the Minister of Transport and
the Prime Minister, could turn round
and say they therefore could do nothing
about it. That was the crux of the
matter.”

LONDON LEAD

Mr H. Clunie smd it appeared that the
Scottish Area Board were following the
lead given them by London in the shape
of the British Transport Commission.

He had read there was to be a great
deal of decentralisation in the railways.
Now here was this body. which were
supposcd to be looking after the High-
lands. at present following the lead
given by London. They were nol doing
anything at all to keep the Highland
Tine open. It was the same with roads.
Now more buses were going to be put
on roads whioh were not {it for the
extra load.

Mr Wright said that so far as the rail
closure plan was concerned there was a
“plethora of bodies” who accepted no
responsibilit -

Provost William MacLeod commented
that the Government White Paper, “Re-
view of Highland Policy.,” zo far as
transport was concerned, seemed to be
“just talk and nothing more. We must
have misread this White Paper alto-

SPORTS & CRAFTS
7 ST DUTHUS STREET, TAIN

Camping Eqm’pniem
TENTS TENTS TENTS
Scooter Tents — Igloo Tents

CHOOSE YOURS NOW

BAGS, STOVES

BEDS, Etc.
Immediate Attention to Postal
Enquiries
Bowls — Fishing — Tennls

gether. We thought it was something
to help us. Instead of helping us, we
are in danger of losing our transport
services altogether. And we have no
air service.”

Here Mr Wright said that the lack of
interest of such as the Highland Panel,
Toursst Board and Crofters Commission
was “only too painfully obviocus.” None
of these bodies was represented at the
Inverness meefing.

Mr Macdonald commented that such
as Mr William Nicholson, manager of
the Scottish Tourist Board, had “slipped
gently and quietly out of it™ And so
had the two M.P.s, Colonel Neil Mac-
Lean and Mr Jack Macleod. “Someone
had got at them. They are acting under
orders.”

Provost MacLeod — At the start, all
these bodies were interested (in fight-
ing the closure) and here we are.

‘Mr Macdonald—They slid gently out
of tt.

WORK |8 WANTED

Provost, MacLeod continued, “It can-
not be denied that the Government are
spending 8 lot of money on the High-
lands, but the is a right way and a
wrong way. Money is belng spent an
roads and various projects, but it is not
being spent in a way that will mean any
recovery so far as population of this
county is concerned. What we want is
work for our p

RAIL CLOSURES
- PROTEST

“Humbugged” by Mr
Marples
_A 8 we reported last week Highland
local authorities are to *‘lobby’’
M.P.s in the House of Commons

over the British Transport Commission's
decision to close certain branch railway
lines and passenger stations north of
Inverness on Monday, June 13. °

Affected in Sutherland are The
Mound-Dornoch branch line and Rogart
passenger station.

At last week's meeting of local
authority representatives at Inverness
—Provost Robert Wotherspoon presided
—the Prime Minister, the Minister of
Transport. Cameron of Lochiel and Sir
John Banks, chairman of the Scottish
Transport Users" Consultative Commit-
tee, were all attacked for their part in
the prolonged negotiations.

BRISTLING WITH DIFFIGULTIES

“The problem is so thorny and brist.
ling will difficulties no one wants to
hold on to’it. They just pass it on to
someone else,” commehteq Provost
Wotherspoon. He read recent letters
received in reply to their protests.
These were some of the comments
made by delegates—

On the Prime Minister—"1 don't think
he knows there is such a place as the
North of Scotland” said Sutherland
County Councillor George M. Murray,
Rogarl. “He plays golt here, that is
all”

Provost Wotherspoon—He may play
golf at Dotnoch, but he doesnt have to

P L] of
tourisns or advice drom the Highland
Panel will give us a stable economic
basis. We must get work for our people,
and it is the Government's responsi-
bility Lo see that we are getting a fair
share of the work available.

*'The Highlands were neglec¢ted before
any of us were born. It has gone on
progressively. We shall find ourselveg
without any reasonable population at
all, and the Highlands will be turned
into what one politician has described
as a playground for the rest of the
nation. That is not what we want for
the Highlands. This brings home Lo me
the strange apathy of our own people
in Dornoch that we are left here with-
out a full complement of councillors.”

Téngue’ sT .V., Plans

Once the North of Scotland Hydro-
Board say their power poles ¢an be
used, television plans for the villtage of
Tongue will go ahead.

Tongue is a "black spot” for normal
aerials, and a club has been formed in
the village with the object of building
an aerial on high ground behind Brae-
tongue and pipe T.V. signals by line to
local viewers wishing to take part in
the scheme. The cost of the equipment
is over £400, and at present there are
19 members in the T.V. club, but many
more are expeclied to join once tele-
vision gets under way.

The wuse of the power poles is
essential. and once the club get the
Hydro Board's permission the con-
tractors will be ready to go to work.

New Town Clerk

MR HUGH MUNRO, Son of Mr and

Mrs A, Munro, 5 Macdonald Road,
Dornoch, has been appointed town clerk
of Tain.

Mr Munro, who is with the firm of
M'Tavish and M'Kenzle, solicitors, Tain,
hed his legal training in Edinburgh and
with Arthur and Carmichael. Dornoch,
before geing on natjonal service, He
was educated at Dornoeh Academy and
at Edinburgh University, where he
gained his B.L.

on trains to get there.

On Mr Emest Marples, Minister of
Transport, who sent a Jengthy state-
ment showing how he reconciled the
rail closure with Government White
Papers for the development of the
Highlands,

“GHASTLY DOCUMENT"

“It is the most extraordinary detu-
ment I have ever read,” said Provost
Wotherspoon., “If ever we were hum-
bugged, it is by a document like this.
He must regard us as 2 1ot of imbeciles
if he thinks we can’t see through the
{ull effect of a document of this nature.
It is a ghastly document. We can't
stand by and See a priceless heritage
taken from us in this unscrupulous
manner.” .

On Lochiel, chairman of the Scottish
area board of the B.T.C.—"Our letter
to him asked gquite a few pertinent
questions, but he treats it with utter
contempt and in a manmer every mem-
ber here resents,” said Provost Wother-
spoon. "This letler comes from a man
whom you would expect to have the
interest of the Highlands more at heart.”

On Sir John Banks and the Scottish
Transport Users’ Consultative Com-
mittee — “They didn®t give us full or
sufficient support because they were
unaware of all the circumstances,” said
Mr G. M, Morrison, Dornoch and Creich
District Council.

On the Scottish Area Board of the
B.T.C.—“The people in the far North
are being deprived of an adequale
transport system through the trickery
of the Board. They have hoodwinked
the people—some of their figures are
definitely wrong. and the B.T.C. have
failed to make any reference to them.”
said Councillor D. Mackenzie, Inver-
ness.

—_—

FOR BIBLE SOCIETY

Nationa)l Bible Society of St¢otland dur-
ing 1959 amounted to £371 (general
and jubilee).

Details: — Beityh}ll £22, Clyne £72,
Creich £14, Dornoch £69, Golspie £41,

Helmsdale £54. Klnlochbervie £18,
Lairg £15, Lochi

Contributions from Sutherland to the | th

RS C. P. RUTHERFORD, vice-
chairman, borrowing n ph.rﬂse
from the Prime Minister, described
the move to have teachers repr ted

TWO TEACHERS 1
EDUCATION COM.

Pointer for Rest of

Mr MacL
teachers?

Mr M'Lel
choice will

on Sutherland Education Committee as
an indication of the “wind of change.”

The committee approved a recom-
mendatjon by the Joint Advisory Coun-
¢il (repr ing the Ed tion C¢ it
tee and the teachers) that two teachexs
should sit on the committee, although
they would have no voting powers—for
an experimental period of one year. The
time was coming when teachers would
sit as full members, said Mrs Ruther-
ford,

The wvoting was six in favour of ihe
recommendation and five against.

The teachers concerned will be nomi-
nated ©y the local branches of the
Educational Institute of Scotland, but
their choice will not be confined lo
E.1.S. membership,

ALWAYS GOUNCILLORS

It had also been staled at the Joint
Advisory Counc!l meeting, on behalf of
the teachers, that the two persons of
experience in education, stipulated
under the Act to be appointed to the
committee, were always counly coun-
cillors. The teachers did not think that
was implementing fully the spiLrl'. of the
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The committee represeniatives ex-
Pplained that it had to be remembered
that the reason was to allow every
parish in the county to be represented
on the committee, Eleven ¢ounty coun-
cillors were entitled to sit on the com-
mittee, but there were 13 parishes.-

Mr §. MLellan, director of education,
began the commitiee debate by saving
that the two teachers who would be
delegated to attend would be there
really to give advice when it was
sought, They would not necessarily take
part in the discussion unless they were
alloweq to do so.

Mr A, M. Ross, Brora—There Is a
shortage of teachers.

Mr G. M'lver, Brora, said he thought
they should support this proposal. By
attendang the meetings teachers would
realise the difficulties the committee
were up against in adminislering edu-
cation and that would make for co-
operation,

Mr Ross, who was concerned about th
{eachers being away all day from
school, said the agenda could be so
arranged that it might mean only a
half-day off,

HOSPITAL SERVICE EXAMPLE

Mr M'Lellan commented that many
professfonal organisations felt they
should have a voice on committees
which concerned them. There was
an le in the hospi service.
“Teachers {or many years have felt they
should have some representation on
edudation committees and. of course.
with each Education Act representations
have been made to the Secretary of
State for Scotland. bu nothing has hap-
pened, This Is an attempt to give the
teachers some interest’” Both committee
and teachers alike would benefit, It
would create greater harmony between
them. "It is a new step. I do not think
any other area in Scotland has taken it.
I would recommend vou to accept his
proposal,” said Mr M'Lellan.

Mrs Rutherford—I would support it

also.
Replying to the teachers’ point about
e \wo bers with ional ex-
perience who might be appointed out-
with the County Councll membership.
Mr M'lver said there were 11 county
illors on the ittee and thete
were 13 parishes. 1t was always felt
't‘r;az each parish should be represented

r £28, .
Rogart £21, Skerray £12, Stoer and
Clashnessie 10/-.

ERE had been five months’ argu-

ment with the Scoltish Education
Department about the site for the new
one-teacher school at Altnaharra, it was
stated 2% last week’s meeting of Suther-
land Edueati C: It d
that it took far longer to reach the stage
of beginning the building than the actual

bullding work Mself, The plans had been
produced for Altnaharra in three weeks,

MODERN METHOD DRY GLEANERS
2 SOUTH ESPLANADE WEST, ABERDEEN

THE CLEANERS OF TO-DAY

We invite You to send your Garments fer Dry Cleaning
to US—and note the differance.

We also undertzke all Repalrs and Renovations.
LET US MAKE YOUR LAST YEAR'S — LAST YEARS

We take this opportunity of thanking our many Customers
in Sutherland and District,

*‘Talky~Talky’’ Before School Building

Mr J. M'Lellan, director of education,
gaid that they had not yet got back the
plans for the new senior secondary
school to be built 2t Golspie, although
the Department had had them since
January.

Mr J. H. Mackay, Melvich, said that
for a schoolroom and house at Ajtna-
harra the delay seemed extraordinary,
although Mr M‘Lellan admitted, “We
ourselves take quite a thne about doing
things.”

So far as the delay in getting ahead
with the new junior secondary school
for Bettyhill was concerned, Mr
M'Lellan sald he now had the prelimin-
ary plans, When they were approved
they would go to the Planning Com.
mittée. The Department would get a
copy. Then the proper plans would be
drawn up.

Mr Mackay—We have to take steps
to acquire the site.

On a brighter note, Mr M'Le)lan an-
nounced that building work on the new

junior secondary sohool for Clyne had
now begun_

that we had to take in the
two persons experienced in education to
make up the 11 to 13.”

‘Mr Macleod—That happened to be
the system. but 1 do not think we chose
anyone who had no educational experi-
ence .

Mr Ross—Was our action against the
Jaw?
N NO CLOSED DOOR

Mr M'Iver—It is against the spirit of
the regulations, We explained to the
teachers it was not an attempt to keep
anyone out,

Mr Macleod sald he had no ebjection
inviting teachers lo their meetings, “if
we are satisfled we can afford the teach-
ing hours involved. I would like to be
assured of that." He went on to say that
he did not think teachers should be
chosen by the E.IS.—they should be
chosen by the Educatjon Committee,

Mr M'Lellan replied that -after all
only full education meetings were con-
cerned. It was quite competent for them
to invite teachers o attend these meet-
ings 10 have their advice. But there
would be no voting powers. Everything
they dealt with concerned education.

Mr M'Iver said he thought they had
veached the stage where the teachers
had a right to a say, even although they
had no voting powers. That would be
working along the same lines as the
hospital service where doctors and sur-

geons were Teprese led on the ad
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“PROTEST RATHER THAN
CELEBRATE”

Provost’s. Feelings on Rail Closure

WY HILE there is every indication

that there will be a *‘minor
invasion” of Dornoch to-morrvow of
people wanting to travel in the last
train out of the town—the branch line
is to be closed with effect from Mon-
day—the Rev. William MacLeod, the
provost, is utterly opposed to any
suggestion of ‘‘celebrating’ such a
“retrograde siep” by the Government

“These people should rather have a
day of protest,” he told Dornoch Town
Council last Tuesday night. Rogart
passenger service is also to close on
Monday.

Meanwhile. Mr J. M. Rollo, chair-
man of the Highland Fund, confirmed
on Tuesday that the Fund had had to
abandon their plans for independent
operation of the Mound-Dornoch line
as the British Transport Commission’s
condition was that they would retain
all the parcels and goods traffic, which
would be a completely uneconomic
arrangement. .
TRIBUTES

Mr MacLeod paid tribute to the Fund
for their initiative, and said he quite
appreciated that it would be impos-
sible for them ‘to run the line on pas--
senger traffic alone,

He also paid tribute to Sir David
Robertson for his efforts in the House
of Commons to get a “reprieve” for this
valuable facility.

WOULD BE REJECTED

He would deplore any proposal “to
have a special splash” to celebrate the
closure, he told the council. The people
should show by their actions that they
were not going to celebrate in any way,

If there was an invitation to the
council to be present to-morrow when
the train was to make its last run from
Dornoch to the Mound he would turn
it down. If they attended they would
be “departing from the line we took
all along. We have been battling
against this closure, and it would, to
my mind, be fantistic if we were to
go out and gaze at the last train and
even travel in it. I do not suppose they
would carry us for nothing.” (Laugh-
ter). .

Mr Harry Clunie suggested they
might place a wreath in front of the
train, and Mr MacLeod commented,
amid further laughter, “I ‘believe if
you undertook to do that the chamber-
lain would pay for it.”

Earlier, Mr MacLeod had said, “It
is an event we should deplore because
we are losing an amenity that will not
be replaced, and in a very short time
it will be seen that however much we
did not patronise the passenger ser-
vice, this idea of bringing merchandise
by road from Bonar-Bridge is not such
a good idea after all.

HIS FEAR .

“I quite believe that in the future
there will be mo railway at all north
of Inverness. Indeed that is already

threatened.” N
However, the Government could not
take away the Highlands’ natural

amenities, nor could they take away
those.loyal people who would stick by
their county as long as they lived.
This closing of the Dornoch branch
line and Rogart passenger service was
“a strange way” for the Government
to implement their White Paper, “Re-
view of Highland Policy.” The Govern-

—— —
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ment had stated that transport ser-
vices in the Highlands would be
“considered,” and everyone had taken
that to mean they were going to be
better off than before. “But ‘consicdera-
tion’ means we are going to be worse
off than we were before,” commented
Mr MacLeod.

He added, “As a council we should
indicate to the Government that they
have embarked on a course that will
mean suffering to people in remote
parts and will mean also difficulties in
supplying the area. The road from
here to Bonar-Bridge is not adequate
for any more heavy traffic,c and in
winter it could be closed on occasion
for the best part of a week.”

NO HELP FROM MINISTER

Bailie Jean Chisholm claimed that
those respomsible for this closure had®*
not exerted themselves to find out
things “on the ground.” They took “the
lazy way out” and said “Why worry
about the Highlands?” She added,
“They tell us they are going to do so
much for us, but the Secretary of
State has done nothing to help us.”

“BATTLE OF ROADS” NOW

Mr Clunie urged that if they had lost
the battle of the railways they should
set to and win the battle of the roads,
“and pester the life out of the Govern-
ment until we get what we ‘want, They
have committed themselves to roads.
Let us see we get them.”

Provost Macleod opposed a sugges-
tion by Miss Chisholm that they should
consider acquiring sheds at the rail-
way to be used as a kind of community
centre. “I do not think we should ac-
commodate British Railways in any
way in the meantime,” he said.

(See M.P.'s Protest—Page 4)

Urgent Road Works

UTHERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
L) agreed at Lairg last Monday that
they would carry on with their plan
to send their four-man roads sub-
committee en bloc to Edinburgh to urge
for a speeding up of road works
throughout the county. The fact that
there had now been approval for the
crofter counties’ £246,000 scheme for
the Elphin-Ledmore road did not alter
the poslition.

Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore, said he
thought such a deputation was all the
more necessary since the decision to
close the Dornoch branch railway and
the Rogart passenger station; there
would now be heavier road traffic in
these areas. The case should be pressed
for immediate improvements for such
as the Mound-Lairg road and the
roads into Dornoch.

The convener, the Rev. William Mac-
Leod, who is also to be on the deputa-

tion, agreed that the Mound-Lairg
road In the summer months was a
“headache.”

Mr G. M. Murray — 1t will be a
greater headache now that we are to
lose the passenger train service at

Rogart.
——eae

Old Folks Entertained.—Recently the
Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier, of Golspie Free
Church, showed a film, “The Life of
David Livingstone,” to the old folks
at Rhives House, And members of the
Free Church Woman’s Guild entertained
the residents to an excellent tea. Alto-

gether it was a most enjayable and
pleasant evening.

VICE-CONVENE]
OF COUNTY

Mr W.M. Hames Resig

on Health Grounds

MR JOHN H. MACKAY, 1

vich, who is chairman
Sutherland Education Commit
is now also vice-convener of
county in succession to Mr W. Mc
Hames. Durness, who has had to re
from the council on account of
health. Mr Hames, who had be¢
county councillor for 26 years, had
been able to attend meetings for n
months.

The Rev. William MacLeod, conv¢
paid tribute to Mr Hames’s service
the council meeting at Lairg last 1
day. ‘“All in all, Morley Hames
one of the most diligent attender
council meetings. He became °
convener a considerable time ago.
was vice-convener when the late
C. B. Simpson, Helmsdale, was conv
andg was vice-convener ever since,
accepting his resignation we
minute our appreciation of his yea:
service to the parish of Durness
to the county.”

The clerk, Mr A. J. Macrae, expre
the officials’ regret” at the res
which had caused Mr Hames to re
from the council. They wished
many happy years ahead.

Mr Hames had been chairman o
Planning and Finance Committees
also of the salaries and establishn
sub-committee.

Mr G. M'Iver, Brora, proposed
Mr Mackay, who had had a long «
ciation with the council—over 27 3
—and was now chairman of the
cation Committee, should be appoi
vice-convener. He was seconded b;
D. 1. Mackenzie, T'ongue, and there
no amendment.

Mr Mackay, replying, said he
greatly honoured by this appointr

CO-OPTED

It was also agreed, on a motio!
Mr J. H. Mackay, that Mr Ge
Campbell, Achins, should be to-c
as Mr Hames's successor on the cot
Mr Cambpbell had contested the
election, Mr Mackay said, and had
well supported. He pointed out
co-option was reasonable in these
ditions, especially as the next ele
was only 11 months away. He
seconded by Mr G. M. Morrison, Bc
Bridge.

Mr J. P. Whittet, Clashmore, tho
there should be an election to give
people of Durness the opportunit
make their own choice. He
seconded by Mr G. M‘'lver.

On a vote, Mr Mackay’'s motion
by 9 to 6.

[
DROWNING TRAGEDY
Mr Roddie M‘Intyre, one of four
who lost their lives in the recent'(
loch (Wester Ross) drowning trag
was before the war (cur local co
pondent writes) well known in Bc
Bridge, where he was on the staf
the Bank of Scotland. .
Aged 40, Mr M‘Intyre was mar
with twin soms, and carried o
grocer’s business at Gairloch. Omn
two survivors was his brother,.Do:
————————

MOD BROADCAST

On the B.B.C.s V.H.F, progra)
from Rosemarkie last Tuesday r
there was a postscript from last wi
Sutherland Jubilee Mod at Brora

Mrs Effie Gunn (secretary), Mrs .
Maclennan (tea convener) and
Donald Ross (president) talked a
all the preliminary work and the
lems to be faced through lack of
commodation.






