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When civil war broke out in Lmgland ocotland was
not immediately involved, $But the General Assembly sat
throughout July and August that yearye/§t aprointed a standing
committee of the wstates, which, with the Privy
Council,was responsihle for the government of the country
in the troubleda g;;éé ahead. for many Dcotiéfhe
defence of the Covenant was above all other loyalties?
The commitee of the wmstates was dominated by Argyl and
their sympathies were on the side of the snglish parliamenty e
in the long ruqé:it was inevitable that the Scotds who
who favoured the Covenant would join with the parliament.
The signing or the Solemn League and Covensnt in London
promised the enforcement of Presbmteriapimn,, in kngland
Cﬁmﬁ handsome of“er of pay for Scottish troups completed
the alliance. Cn the 19th of January, 1644, an ?mqmj
of 18000troups and 2000 horse led by Leslie crossed

@
the iweed It was to remain in England for thg, g N Coux.

The Larl of Butherland was aproimted a memberoff

the committee @R for the vefence oi the Realm in 1645

and a Golonel of &ogggana Qoot in the same year.

Vo, Baeoe IF 329
i - . A 330




.

AmMackay

140

X111

f

~ O A

o

Lord Reay left his affairs in the care of the
of the Master of Reay and sailed for bDenmark on

July 17th,1643. He remained in Renmark for nearly
of
a year in command of a regiment which his son Angus

by King Charles. He left Denmark with some ships
laden with arms §nd treasure for the Kingi) but these

were selzed when he landed in Zngland involving
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Reay in a loss of £20000 Bcots. was sent

ﬂortu‘.ﬂJa e dil)é‘e

reached Newcastle, Just a8 began a seige

&

was second in 8ommand. Earlﬁ‘in 1644 he was recalled
which lasted until October 14th. When Newgastle
surrendered ‘Lord Reay was made a prisoner and sent
to mdinburqh.‘where he remained until August, 1645.
In the meantime, Huntly had raised an army of 3000
troops and 200 horse'but when he encountered opposition
at the obpey he d18d31lved his force and fled to
Sutherland, where he took refuge with the Master of
rReay at Tongue.

In July,1644, the landing of Colkitto MacDonald
witﬁé Torce of 1500 Irish Maclonalds ,caused great

alarm in the Highlands. Colkitto marched north
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hoping to meet wittheaforth, but when he found that
peaforth had joined with.Sujherland to oppose him he
turned south again and marched into Athol. In Febuary,
‘ Montross had arrived in ~cotland with the King's commission
as Lieutenant ueneral‘ when he joined forces with
Colkitto his wonaerfu). series of victories begang
All through that summer, Covenanter and Royalist
harried and robbed the country over which they fought.
For many, the choice of thefr allegiance must have been
agonising, a choide that might mezn ruin or survival.
the very name of Kolkitto and his irish followers spread
terror, it was said that for them " there was no
distinction between a} man and a beasts” It was no
wonder that 1 many prodigious signs,apparitions spectres,
strange sights were seen everywhene,which presaged

warr and revolutions,such as men fighting in the aire,

horse and foot,retreating ame returning azain, visibly
b i

P

.
observed. People mustered gnfrank na file uppon our

hills, that the spectators observed their cloathgs

armes and stature, anu have often alarmed the country
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that Yontrose and M'Coll were invading us yet all

[
evanished again & again. James Fraser rclates these
marvels in good faith, saying he had them fron eye-

o®

-witnesses.

After Montrose's great victory over Argyll at
Inverlochy on rebuary 2nd 1645, Argylj went back to
“dinburgh where he gave up his command. The Estates
promoted General Sir John'Hurry and General Baillie &
detached four regiments of foot'from Leslie's army
over the Border, to stré%hten their command. They also

n
called on levies from the north¢which involved both
BSutherland and Seaforth. Montrose rested his kfs army
for a few days and then marched into Badenoch. He
crossed thep opey and reached #&lgin on Friday, 1@th
ﬁebuqryjﬁ Here, he received recruits from the laird
of ?radf;;nd later, he was joined by Lord Gordon,

Huntly's heir)and his brother, Lord Lewis Gordon,

Wﬂ
and—irte—rotherslord—hewis.Gordon. The ganiey-of Moray
were scattered, bufus had gone to Sutherland, others
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ontrose determined to gapture Dundee. On the 4th Apri1l,
he sent a trumpeter to summon the magistrates of the
town to surrender,but the assault began before their
‘answer was received. Soonr,much of the town was in the
hands of the invaders and the plundering of the little
city was yielding rich rewards to poor Highlanders.
Ptores of wine were broached with the inev@table scenes
of drunkeness, when suddenly/word was brought to ngtrose
that Hurry and Baillie we-e within a mile of bundee. Now
began that celebrated retreat, a feat of arms worthy

of a great leader. Beating his Highlanders off their
plunder, Montrose left the city as the Govenanters were
almost within gunsﬁot of his reaguard. Marching and
countermarching :ﬁgﬁelude@ his pursuensphéggrove his

men for two days and nights until sat last, xhzxyxezmazhrd
k¥hzzmafexyxafzx exhausted and starving, they reached

>
the safety of the hills.

“ow Baillie and Hurry divided their erng. forces.
Hurry crossed the Spey and reached Inverness, where he
was joined by the levies of Cailthness,butherland and

RKoss-shire. With these reénforcements he returned to

the pursuit of Monﬁﬁse who hag followed him north
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through Elgin and Forres. ,\Ai Auldearn,about three miles from
A

-

Nairn, Hurry was defeated by Montrose. The regémintgwew of
Coventers fought bravely,buﬁ they were cut down where they

stood. The raw Highland levies‘hho had been held in reserve[
fled without striking a blow?their pursuers gave no quabser

and took no prisoners. The two earls, Sutherland and Seaforth,
left the battlefield and made an Inglortous retreat to Inverness

e
A4

which they reached in safety.

Alford, on JulyQOthland Kilsyth,on August 15th ,completed
Montrose's triumphs. The army of the “states was practically
destroyed. There was pestilence in Edinburgh and the Kstates

-

had fled, first to Stirling and then to Perth. After Kilsyth

~
V%&AL’J”wthe royalist prisoners in Zdinburgh were set free---- it was
D-"[(a well for them that they escaped from the horrors of the

Tolbooth prison before the defeat of Montpbose at Pdiliphaughr “iLtSf'

on September 14th, d stroyed all thﬂhopes of the Royalists o
<//Lor'd Reay returned ff Strathnaver at the end of October,
Huntly had left the House of Tongue in time to .avoid what

might have been an awkward encfiunter: -ﬂe went into Caithness

accompanied by the Master of Reay and 300 men. %ﬁg ExEXRERER X

after he had dismissed the Master inﬁggy , na—teel—s—eahis
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he went to\lick and from there took a ship and returned to
his own country. Lord Reay's return was marked by

a renewal of disputes with the Zarl of Sutherland. He

was accused of taking up rents in a part of Strathnaver
which had been sold to the Earl and of ' taking away

‘the sarl's own proper ky out of Baddenloch and distributing
them among his friends an followers." Lord Reay denied

the charge and a truce was patched up,but the

accusations were only laid aside until till they Sqm

»
could be pressed with more hope of sudeess. S!éziffrZ—

The Earl took no part in the fighting that took
place after Philiphaugh when Huntly tried to revive
theffortunes of the royalists. Now the forces of !Ezz. i;

the Covenant were triumphant and they celebrated it

by the slaughter of prisoners, even those who had
-*
surrendered on a promise of quarter. Towards the

end of the year the karl of Sutherland petitioned

the #states to furnish clothing and pay for his

1]
qutﬂuﬁgﬁa,BOO in number, s@d [n January, 1646, ang order

jo?
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was issued for 800 suits of clothes.ﬁt; 800 prs
of shoes andleeetetdesrs, Waigh-ware —be-he paid-
[ \/v\-’-\\/\/"\/\‘\_—{
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T AN The regiment was to be mustered apd

S.B. 243. equipped and monthly pay to the officers was allowed.
In_lannqcy;ﬂﬁe Scottish parliament,sitting at
St. Andrews, voted a grant of 1,600 dollars to the
Zarl of Butherland te—the XarX to compensate him & lﬁ:
losses he claimed to have sustained. Neverthelesgp
the zarl felt himself threatened on every side. He
kept his regiment in arms and put a guard on the Shim
to give warning i1f his neighbours threatened and

Gordon 4 attack;' Montrose, Reay, and Huntly were preparing

for another effort in the spring of 1646; but meanwhile,

the Royal cause had foundered beyond hope in the south.

In the last days of April the king roae out of tblib
Oxford in disguise, and appeared before the vecots
army at “outhwell,near Newark, on May 5th. He
surrendered his person,but refused the terms on which
he could have obtained their assistance, and the

Scots would not acecept him unless he consented to

Y
R sign the VYovenant. Charles rejected the Coven-nt,

but the ocots withdrew with their prize to Newcastle,

‘%f‘“* where they enueavoured#y reasoning and persuasioun

‘3361 " to make hime change Wis mindg. I'he Xing was no¥
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accustomed to beins challenged,but he held his own
and thoush refusing to sign the hated @ovenant, he

consented to write letters to Huntly ana Montrose,

Buchan (&
310 commanding them to lay down their arms.
The Scots army was not loved in England. There

were enormous arrears in its pay, it was ill-clothen
Buc han and underfed, ®ut with the King in thelr hands the
2 Pcots were able to exact terms,?ga;%ﬁgmzfearly in
Febuary,1647,the army re-crossed the Border,the
parliament in London had consented to pay £3008000
of arrears. The King was handed over,to be taken
to Holmby House in Northamptonshire,a well-guarded
prisoner beyond the reach of supporters still loyal

bty X BaP botis

in the north. // Peace was declared in Scotland about

A
Gordon the middle of May,1646, General John Middleton, who
534 ) ,
- commanded the army of the Covenani in the north was
'"‘”'empowed by the HZstates " to deal with all those that
have stood out against the parliament and to grant them
re%éssion and nasses upon such conditions as he shoulid think
Gordon most expedient for the service of the kingdom." The
554

ministza;complained that the terms he offered were

too lenient,but they could not persuade the Zstates
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to reject them .

In June, the Scots parliament sat in Edinburgh,the
sarl of “utherland atteeded thyparliament,not only as
a legislauqer-but also to prosecute his private
claims against Lord Reay. These were four in umhber,
and included a renewal of the accusation that Lord Reay
had taken up rents and drivem away cattle 1in a part of
Strathnaver that had been sold to the marl. Gordon
‘says ' the parliament stood fast to the sarl of

Sutherland as for one who had atuke hard tothem/%nd
Gordon

Q
5735~ most advanced their affairs in the north of Scotlamd'

They not only supported the marl's claims, they alsd
ordered that 500 men should be detgfhed to be under the

marlls orders when he should require them for his UM

“ONtl Cr Sud Lomn da VT Drape
qwgwa%%%& 2[03’0@)-90
ausay '
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to reject them.
‘ In June,the Scots parliament sat in &din»urgh, the
Zarl of Putherland attende@ this parliament,not
only as a legislator but also to prosecute his private
claims against Lord Reay. These were four in number
and invluded a renewal of the accusation that Lord Reay
had taken up rents and driven away cattle in a part
of Strathnaver that had been sold to the marl. Gordon
says', the parliament stood fast to the “arl of Putherland
as for one who had stuke hard to them ,and most advanced
]
their affairs in the north.of Scotl nd! Nor was this all.
In August, the Achness Mackays raided the lands of
Robert Gray of Criech at Gruids and took goods away.
Lord Reay was accused oBaving encouraged the %xx Mackays
and to have made no effort to farce them to return the
goods they had taken, but he denied having had any
Gordon
535 knowledge or being in any way concerned in the offence.

In the »arliament of March,1647,the sarl received yet

further proofs of gratitude for his services. For the

sums he claimed to have expehded on his regiment he

wa granted a payment of £3,000 sterling as his share

k ~ B




| S'Sa. [l ’""wa &Lgm’b?g o
. Fanch 1649 Nedd bal” cOUlsn0d o
Seud b andint Gy Sa &M
, O«(MC“O&Q h“a-‘tc h% 4 .




w\(& oW | !

L e, s yea o{ Sod. M@/Uma@ 6'144»00

dh Tl Qo W
&.ﬂ%—*m @*«*\m ﬁﬁl (5%

Hb-u)q,dai,li b~ T s mecilyy § 0 oA~

WL
Cuuck Wa\&uyﬁu&w“’ :
T ez Lu, b2 e
an WOJLM): @’é%w




’

R T s
P T; ffwi Qlccﬁé, s Lw wal 2 C- CLULU/ (JL«
whon G e Sh

\,cw&*‘o L(_,,) P ‘L(f AU D L\Tvm ¢

clan Mackay suffered a dim & loss of prestige they did

not regain.

S1r Robert Gordon too had increased his properties

in M urpray. he had purchased from “untly the lands of

\ o
Gordon Plewland§and ﬂBgstown, thémﬁam§§’6T”WﬁT§h”Hé“chanﬁéd """"
o N A
to-3ordonstown. He tﬁﬁ% desterted King Ch-rles and
}b<%r) removed himself with his family to Murray to wateh over

his possessions and take no part in the disasters that

befell his late master, from whom he had had nothing but. .

kindness and who had raised him to a position of trust

and power.

In July , 1643, Lord Reay embarked at Aberdeen for
Venmark where he remsined for nearly a year. ~arly in
1644 King Gharles recalled him, He left Yenmark with
Some ships laden with arms. But these were seized when
he landed in ingland, involving Lord feay in a loss of
some £20.000 Scots. He ms sent north by the King and
arrived in Newcastle sdgily before it was invested by

Lellie. Tne seige of Newcastle lasted ti11 October 14th

After its fall Lord fleay was sent wmikh 2

a prisoner to
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