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. .Befp,fe .rJ9,r1 Al.exander returned' to Sutherland hls

marrlaq'e: to Barbala Slnclalr had. been d.tiolved and on the

lfth i:ecember ,!573rhe marrled Jean Gord.on,daughter of George'

Earl of Huntly. tn ]567 she had" divorced' Bothwell ln ord'er
.t(X '

that that nobleman mlght marrry Queen Maryj she was qleu€n years

older than .rjarl Alexand.er but the marrlage was a happy one

and. of thelr seven chlldren. the second durvlvlng Bon was

slrRobert4ordon,wholeftanaffectlonateappreclatlon

of h1s mother. Sbe wa.srhe sa1d,t' a vlrtuous comelV lad'y'

Vu

:?:8

Judlclousrof excell-ent'memorle and great und'ergtandlng labove

168-9 the capacltle of her s€x.rr Earl Alexand'er set hlmself

to restore peace ,:mon$ the hlthabltante of sutherJ'and,

wearled. wlth the calamltles of the Last few years' ManY

. of the Muryays and Gordons' ad'herants of the sarl of

suth,;rlanclrwho had fled. to other d-lstrlets d'urlng the

rel8nofthejlarlofCalthness'nowret,urned-tothelr

homes. The power of t'he Earl of &e|'tlM'bgg'1' had been

checked'butwasbynomeangended.andbeforelong
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m€ra&fi{ffrd(gde .nfxde fusfserc-sap drll fbutls
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Whrn Y $ia,s[sy dled ln L572,he left 4 sons' Two by

hls flret marrlage to a d.aughter of-Hugh Macleod of Assynt'
Donald

who was hls cousl-n. They were duEh l{ackay of Scourlo and'

John Beg Mackay. but the relationshlp of thelr parents was

used to prevent thelr Buccesslon to MacKaye landg. By h1s

second marylage to Chrlstlaa Slnclalr,daughter of the Lalrd

of Dun,hed ltarit Hugh,who gucceed,ed. hlm,and. t'tl11l1am of

Blghouse. f;e had' also three d'aughters' Hugh MackaY wae

onl-y eleven when hlg father d1ed.. He was the ward of the

Earl of calthness,who brought hlm up and hls brother w1111am, '

The Mackay est,ates were admlnlstered' by John }lore Mackay,

S1r tiobert Gordon says he was entleed to Glrnlgo, where

he dled., tgn Hugh's e1d.er brother, John Beg rt{s.6tt took

over the managenent j but he wag kllled. 1n a clan feud' at'

Durness tn 1579. $1r Robert accuses the larl of Calthness

of both d"eaths, but there ls no proof of thlsl D1r

Roberfls alwaye lavtsh 1n accusatlons where the subJects

MacKay
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were not frlendly to the ilouse of Gordon' After the

d.eat,h of John 8"8, dugh illaekay took over the management

of the estateE hlmeeLf . The riarl of calthness had eettled

another of those marrlageable daughters of h1s on lfugh MaeKay

she iloo.*mugt have been nuch older than her husband,*6n{

she was the .wld.ow of Alexand.er sut,herland of uuffue .

EarlAlexand'erbroughtasulttored'ucethe

powers of Justlclary w'l|ch the Llarl of Calthnegs held' over

Sr.ltherland.. He obtalned. a verdlet ln hls favour ehortLy

beforethed.eathofcjar1tieor8e,rl|r1chtookp1ace1n
$eptenber 1582. He dled' ln Ed.lnburgh and was burled ln

Rossl-yn Chapel; but hlg heart was enclosed. 1n a easket of

Lead. and t,aken to calthness where lt wae placed 1n the

ehurch at W1ck.

Although ln the pages of $1r Robert GordonrGeor6e

Ath 9ar1 of calthnese appears as a elnlster flgtre who

allowed. nelther llfe nor honour to gtand' 1n the way 6f hle

anbltlonsland thou6h he ls cred.lted. wlth a number of

murd.ers and wlth uE.lng h1s Jud.tclal powers to elln1nate

3
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hls ad.versarlee; 1t may be d.oubted, lf he was worse than

nany of h1s contemportee,who thought any means were Justlfled
to accomnllsh the r"uln of an enemy.

The earl was succeod.ed by hls grand.son, son of the

lmprtsoned Maeter. Far from belng anxlous to flnd a

peaceful solutlon to fhe dlfferences wl.th the fiarL of Sutherlandr-

Georger5th darL of Calthness,vtas as ready hls grand'father

had. been to carry on the old rtvaLry* and. to glve asslstance

to any d.ependant,e of the $arl of Sutherland. who were not

on good t,erns wlth thelr superlor, or w€re engaged. 1n

dleputee anons theneeLves.

GeoTgg Earl of HuntLX*dled 1n 1576, h1e son vtas a

nlnor.b,nd. EarL A}exand.er was one of hls euratong, From the
I

t
young[ear]. Alexand.er recelved. a grqnt of the superorlty of,(
StrathnaverpoSether wlth the sherrlf-shlp of Sutherland, ln

exchange for the lands of Aboyne. The g1ft, wae conflrned.

und.er the great seaLrrrhereby Sutherland and' Stnathnaver were
r(

d.lsJoqned. from the sfrerflfhon of Invernese. Thls placed.

4
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thel.iar].ofsuther].andlnt,heposltlonofbelngMackay|gsuperlor

aeondltlonofaffalrswhlghwasnotrellshed.bytheEar].of
Calthness who aft'erwards end"eavourod' to e*rtffix 

1nd'uce

Huntlytorevokehlsgrant,butthe!.jar]ofsuther].and.
refused to 81ve up h1s acquleltlon' fnstead' to the

annoyanceofHunt].y,hereslgned'thelandsbbbubofFarr
and'Strathnaverlntothehand.softheklng',foraregrantt'o
hts eLdest son JohnrMast'er of hrtherland'nwho recelved'

f rc-.,Abecoao'6q.l& orown charter of reslgnatlon from Klng
L

James VL. The $arl of Calthness t'hen "u'( 
round for

gomemeangofreTenge.Whena'quarr<rlbrokeoutbetween

NelI Hueheoneon and Donald Nellson ln tssynt' h€ aIl-bwed
!
I

sug?$r1acKay ,whose slster nas marrled. 1:o Donald' Nell-eontt'o

i

take an arny out of Calthnese and Lay slege to NelL Efrt the

IsLe of Aseynt. NelI vlas the vassal of the Earl of

ftuthor].and. and appLled to hlm for assl-stance ,a* the earl

sent two bodtes of men,one to ralse tlle sel8e and the other

g.B. 148 t0 carry the war lnto calthnees . rj.owsveF Hwh Mackay'eeelng
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mattere were not llkcly to go well wlth hlm retlred. lnto
strathnaver, and. the two earr.e vrere persuad.od by mutuaL

frlende t0 neet 1n Elgtn and. nake peac€.

At thls rneetlng alL the blarne for
G 181-2 the late d.letunbanees was thrown on the Gr.enns ,and an

agreem€nt was nad.e that should be

drlven from thelr lande. fhe Gunns got warnlng of the
plot and' mad.e preparattone for thelr d.efencer?hreatened.

on elther slderthey attacked thelr Calthness enemles-J,rho

were aesenbled near Aldgoun und.er the lead.erehlp of Henry
Slnclalr,brother pf the Lalrd. of Dun. They 1nfllcted a cruehlng
d.efeat on the calthneee menlwho Left one hund.red and

forty d'ead' on the fleldrlne1ud.lng thelr lead.er. IVever^thelese

trr"""Gffiqg;jproil were grad.uatty d.rlven westward.s

and. J^ost, or then l";;r^"t" r.lvee rn d.lerputeg rvlth pther

-185-4 clanil tn the nelghbourhood of i{rib floch ,rroom
D.b.
l.'49.

6

An unergy peilce wag mal-ntalned

a tlnie , tiren a. lresir d.isturl::r,irce

between ihe two ee.rls r'or

was caused. by the nurd.er

lb1,^
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of George Gord,on of Marle. Marle vras a townshlp

on the Helmsd.ale rilver and George Gordon was an lll1g1t1nnate

son Gllbert Gordon of Garty. He lnfllcted. a cruel lngul-t

on the Earl of CaLthnoss by cuttlng off the talLs of et#"6\-
\x{u. -l.lhorses tKi't"'nib"e belng taken south,Foi "ttre $*lri use,

\.-*.."_.-.....,..

,lr SB#nt," and telLlng the men to show the earl what

he had. d.one. Liarl George was not llke1y to overlook

such provecatlon. Flndlng he could get no red.regs fron

the $arl of Sutherland, he sent a bod,y of men to eurround.

Gord,on's house at ntght. Gordon fought bravelyrkLl-Ilns

one of the leaders of the attacki Then he broke out of

the house.*plt&f1ung hlmself lnto the rlver and trted. to
-'tP'/-.

swln acrossi lle wag kllled by a ghowen of arrows before
i

he could reae$ the opposlte shore. " Ther were nany

presages of George h1s d.eath and. of t'he troubles and'

caLarnttlee tu)rcruq whlch ?tere ohortly to ensure. The

common people wlth whom euperstltlon d.oth etrangeLy work

sped. nany rumours unworthy to be rehearsed.. rl

f f'.P
t,^ "1-l 
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Eiuch deftance of the jjarl of sutherlandr authortty
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\qAe bpund. to tnvl:te reprtreale aqd. {qrL *J.exand-er nad_e

preparatlons to lnvadd.e Catthness. Ile Sathered. a

verltable afny, r',rhlch lnc1ud.ed. HacKenzle of (od.castl-e,

flunro of Contallgh and. Ne 11 lfueheonson wlth hls nen

fron Aesynt,and ad.vanced toward. CalthnesE' The Earl' of-t
Ca!.thnese aLso prepared. to negtst. Hl" foree lncl-uded,

Hugh !{ackay and. the Stralhnaver Ea11r and JohnrMaeter

of Or.kney w{th Bsny of htg oorrntr,rye2 the tryg armlegrt'
faced oach other aarp6s the river HolnEdalerwbere they

rqualned. for a congtddrable t,l,qe wlthout any actlon

nora gerlous thp,n the cxchPnge of fllght,s of a,rrowg..

At Length, q, trqce wag arranged. and. the two earLs w€tro

pereuad.ed to neot ln &llnbr11:gh . Fr^om thls tmce [Iack;

us,s cxeluded as the Earl of ftrtherlaled, refueed' to treet

wtth hln exoept 9n h19 eonplete eubnJ.selon &8 .4, vassal.

Uaq$ay returned. to hte own country but a truce wes

uade between the two earle

I

G' 194
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by tlarl A}exan,ler. He made
.t,

hls lande and ln return was

of dues of S5OrOO0 Scots, F\rther.
hls eld.est d.aughter In marrlageo

agalnst euch a brlberehe was onLy

G tl-o0 L5,a lady of "ffif *f!!{"*oty". Mackay had dtvorcea

hts SlncLalr wlfe and was free to marry agaln. The

marrlage took place ln December 1589.t ,t fD.

G 196

But even beforpe negoclatlons were complet,ed.

Mackay had Jolned irlth Earl ALexand.er ln an attack

on Calthness. No sooner had. the truce wlth Calthness
,349r"n \

explred rthan drrl Alexancler C@gjffi€h d.enan{,)for
Miredress for the death of George Gordon, whlch the Earl

of Calthness refused.f l+rhereupon Earl Alexand.er sent a

bod.y of men lnto Calthnese who collected. a gri:at anount

of booty, whlch they dlvlded. aanas$ thenselves. Thls

rald was known ae t,he Hardshlp of Latheron. But
:tr

{ tiits' was only a prlLlmlnary to a much larger

expedltlon 1ed by the earl hlmself . Fortlfled by 4, C,eTrdr

i "-]

'. l
I\_

.t \
t. L'./o ir.-|j rr: ,, j '\'. U j
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severe terns offered

feudal submlsslon for
relsased. from payment,

the earl offered. hlm

Rackay wag not proof
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r{nlch he had obtalned at 6ourt by means of the

Chancelleor Maltland ,(rc, the dlath of George Gordon\
Iof Marle/ the sarl gathered a force whlch lncluded./

not onl-y h1s vaseal i{ackaY,but the Macklntoshrthe

Latrd of F'oullsrthe Lalrd. of Assynt,and the Lord. of

Raeay. 51r Robert Gordon d.oes not, say why these

chlefs were wl1l1ng to Joln ln the attack and one

may suspect that the proepect of plunder may have

been the prlnclpal reason. fart of thls force beselged

Glrnlgo for tweLve days wlthout success and meantlme

the regt of the army spread, over Calthness burnlng

and Iootlng. They net wlth no resletance fron the

unfortunate tnhabltants. fhe town of wlck was

burned and the heart of the old. "arl of Calthnessr ln

1ts case of 1Gad.1was taken from the church and, burst

open by a H1ghland."" nu.*"{John MacGl111-ca1un of

Ras$Yrbut flndlng tt' contalned no treagure.he threw

1t away. ir1na1ly, the selge of Glrnlgo wag abandoned

and the warrlorg returned to Sutherland. laden wlth

L0

s.B. 151
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a coilectlon of Loot and cattLa whlch Ttas dlv1ded' a.nong

thoee had taken Part ln the rald,

It wouLd Besm 
-that the d.eath of Gaorge Gondon

was uEed as &n excuse for en attenpt to destroy the EarL

of calthness; but Glrntgo was lnpregnabLe to such

weopons as could be brought agalnst lt, 8nd the earl

eurvlved. to nake further rald.e on 9utherLand. ln r€prtsal'

To-day Gtrntgo le a solltary ruln; 1t Et,andg on

rock and ls alnoet eunrounded by the 8€&r tlo anyone

acqualnted. wlth lte hletory lt ls an e€rlc plaee' The

keep 1s a hoLlow ehel-lronly the lowest rooms renaln'

lnoludlng the ceLl ln whlch the unhappy Haeter of Calthnese

ls belleved to have been lnprleoned'. A beamrenbed'd'ed' ln
q,t^taJ-

the walL f" qd$Ga)to be part of the gaLlore,whene nany .-e^aMqt
a poor nretch rnet hle end' Caatle 81nc1a1r' r more ubuplbrbv'

rulned. than Gtrnlso^ts a bul-ldlng of later datetwhen the
,

cramped, eondltlons of the older eastle were no }onger

aa

to

tolerated.
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After "arl Alexander returned. to Sutherland. apangen,*.nts

were mad.e for submlttlng both sld.es to arbltratlon. The

g*1 of Huntly was chosen as tt overman', and a truce was

conclud.ed. unt'11 a neettng could take place. But the lnk
was ecarcely d.ry on the terne of the truce before a fresh
serles of rald.e began . Bad.enloch was lnvad/ and the Earl
of $utherlandf s herdenan was kl11ed. Earl Alex:rnd"er

retallated. by sendlng another exped.ltlon lnto Oalthnese

whlch returned. wlth much booty. rt rias followed by an

lnvaslon of fooo calthness nen tnto $trathullie,Led by the

Lalrd of Murkle. At tlrlbel,they eet flre to a hut occupled.

by four men who had. been set to keep a look out ln case of
attack. Three were k11Led but the fourth broke through the
flan*s and got away ln tlme to glve warnlng of the enenyte

approach. Then Hugh Mackay,who was at f,unroblnrhasltl-y
gathered. flve or slx hund.red. of the lnhabltants and set

out ln pursult; he came up w1t,h the Catthnese men at
-rlesalelghrat the head. of Strathbrorarafter some hard.

flghtlng the lnvaders were drlven back and the gtoren cattle
"l
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recovered. After thls a guard.

of Haa&p Mtd-Gartyrwho moved.

tz

{f

tras kept und.er John Gordon

from place to place
G 198 wherever d.anger threatened..

as every r .ld called for retallatlon,Earl alexand.er

prepared. once more to carcy the war lnto oalthness. }{lth
a large force of $te own followers he ad.vrnced. ag far as
uorrleholgh. ljarr George gathered all hls forceg at
SpBlo a0 gflnep0y,nba&$agcbe agne o6 CIhbagc 6s gsbkouobngeQ,c ohe

G 2OO Ecuat*hcngh SpltiaJ. where he awalted. the comlng attack
But the ffarl of H;ntly havfrhg heard. of thls fresh
outbrea\ sent hls uncle, Slt patrlck Gor^4on of dchlndoun,

to try to induce the two earls, both of whom were hls near
relatlons rto reach a re&sonable cornpronlse on thelr
lneessant dlgnutee. Perhaps both contestants had second
thought on the ad,vantages to be galned. from an appeal to
&rmst but und.er pressure of Huntlyrs representatlve,they
agreed. to meet at dlgln ln November 1589 and submtt to
a fresh arbltaatlon on thelr d.lfferences.

Thts reconclallatlon was more eff$ctlve than*hsse

1
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than those that had gone before . Both earls were Lald.

under heavy penalttes to keep the peace,and they and thelr
followers were enJolned, to nake reparatlons to the he&tes

of those who had. been elaln or who had been drtven from

thelr farns ln fear of thelr llveg. I3ut thls was never
cIo

easy to enforce and. d.epretlons contlnued. among thelr
ft

followers. In 1591, a fresh neetlmg/was arranged. I('

t4

G 191-
L97

between the two earle 1to take place aL DtrathbolLey' At

thls meetrng[he terms ]* ,n" prevlous arbltratlon were"t
conflrmed. The .Earl of Calthness was requlred. to handr

over the Lands of strath ulllerwhlch had. been 8ranted by

$ar1 Addnm as far back as 1516 1and. the Earl of Sutherland.

agreed. to glve up Wtckrpaplgoe and other 1ande ln
Calthnesg . They then agreed, to bury all thelr o1_d. g

grudges and. henceforth to Ilve ln peace rna Jhty wlth
2O4. eaoh other.

About Lhls Llme,Davld. Ross of Balp*gowan was charged.

7-" 
, 0, , * %?iXrns the sutherland land s- tn Febua.r, {;;3'- #,";"t'D{;

, , Lo was taken from Strathbrorarl2 mares and a cour*errthe
l v 

=\,'.,.1 l. horses esttmated. at sLoo scote eachi but the greatest! ,-'t
'",1 h

:"""""'. :; sufferer was Achany, fron whose landd Rosg was al].eged, to
4'l__

have earrled off, ln .tulX 1593, 50 workhorses, y',y', mares,
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nlne scorc great kyo wtth ca1f, 50 draught hrrrlsaroxen/_
2o young oxon' 25o mrlk ewes, 2ou wed.dercr2oo ehe goats
24 bnood swlnef they aleo carrlcd alday J score d.ouble
pLalder4o stones of wool at 1o merkg the stone ,. a4 swordie
et SlO the ppfce, JO bowe and JO d.og amowe 3O/_ the
dozen , 2Q kettle s gt eaoh,lO brewlng oauldrons and SIOOO

tn n Jo and Lo/- pflees and. ln * nerk petceg. Rose
was sulamoned. to appear on Febuary 15th rSglrbut the
dtfferences betneen htn and. tho earl were not settr.ed,
when daril ALexand.er $.ed.

rt 1s hard,ly to be wond.ered. at that people who

euffered' epollatlons on such a scale ehould. try to
recoup thenselvee at the sxpense of an unfrlendry c1an.
The lean Hlgtrrand sattle nust have been fon ever on
the nove and the actlve part of the nar.e populatton
always ln a state of unrest,.

Earl A1exand.e" llved
a bttter penrod. ln the hlstony of scotrand.; but

\'rt,j z
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the fllght of Queen rvraFy and her lnprleonment ln dngland.,

the changes ln the Regency and the struggl-e of the Klrk to

establlsh lts authrQil had. l1ttle effect on happenlngs

Ln the northern Hlghlands. Sutherl?ncL was st1Il ma[[y

Cathollc. Blshop Robert $tuart had glven nomlnal

ad.her$nce to the reformed uhurchrbut hlg last years were

spent ln S1.Andrews.. He can seldom have vlslted h1s

dloeeserbut he rlrew frfrt, of lt,s revenues up to the tlne of

h1s death,whlch t,ook place ln 1586. He had, been commended'

for thelYrmber of klrke he had. establlghedl ln the dlocese,
,l

but there are no other records of hls benefaetlons. FIlg

cathedraL was a blackened ruln. He had turned. hls palaee

ln Dornoch over to the Earl of Sutherland.. 5k1bo castle

h1g summer tpalace I was he1d" by Gllbert Grayr son of

John GraX as Hered'ltary uonstable. Many of the clergy

of the dlocese had also d.lspoeed of the lands attached to

thetr offlees to thelr own advantage. After the death

of tslshop Stuart no Blshop was appolnted. t111 Alexand"er

Forbes was appolnted. by the crown to the tstshoprlck of

Calt,hness ln l.604
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How much lnfLuenee the illnlsters of the ktnk had ls
dlffleul"t to assess. In 1588, tll" &eneral Aseenbly had mad.o

a conplalnt to the Slng that tho Earl of Sutherland, wlth

h1s 1ad1e and. frtenderpaplsts, l,rere I vehementlle suspected. 1atel1e

to have had mp.sse.tr and that they were tconteners of the

l88!1""u word and, sacremenrrs'

ftluw'i'\

G 169

of lts ultlmate goal

followers to conform.

. But the Aeeenbly never lost slght

of forclng the nort,hern earls and theLr

Had Klng James e1ded wlth the

i{inlsters the sarl$r Sut,rrerland.rrluntLy and. many othere
I

would have been subJected. to hareh penaltles; but KlnB James

was no lover of the Klrk and he lgnorerl the demands of

the Mlnlstore that hls Cathollc subJects should be

strtpped of thelr possesglons'

Stn Robert Gordon says that Earl Alexander was of

a tstdklle d.lsposltlon I and whet,her from reasons of 111-

heal-th or from lndlfference,he took no part 1" the hazards

of Huntly's career as leader of the 0atho1lc party. ("" dled,

on Deeember 6th,I594, a6ed {J and was succeed.ed. by hls

eon,John, 12th parlrwho was 18 and stfll a mlnor.

S1r Robert Gordon ura.s 14 when hls father dled,. The

youngest son.Alexanderrw&s born ln 1584. Of h1s own youth

I t-ltl-)ob--
ffiort
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I h" *"" in hls lnfanele noorlshed. and.h0r'sayob6het I he was ln hj

fogtened at CUfmaff [y- KlrVrbon wlth Margaret llacKreth,

the wldow of John Gord.on of Drunnuy. After hts lnfanele

and ehlld.hood he was sent to schooL, together wlth hls

eld.est brother John, ( then Mr of Sutherland) to be bred 1n

the toun of Dev4egh wlth tt'Ir WlLllan Papertho schooLmast,erp

of that plaee.wher he s8ayed unt1l the yelr of God, 1596.t

Ets?here fie says Wtll-tarn ?ape was t a reasonable good

scholar of a qulck and red.d.le wltr!. r That dld not

complet,': ihelr educatlon . The young earl went on a v1slt
to the fttke of Lennox, who was hls coueln and when he

returned he oeot pald, what was meant to be a vlslt
t

of frlendshlp to the JarL of Calthness at Glrnlgoe. i3ut

.Earl George could never reslst a chance of rnaklng fresh

mlgchlef and. whlle he entertalned. hls guest he encouraged

the Sutherlands of Berrld.ale- -- who were h1e vassals--

to attack uavld. :lonaldson, one of the Clan-Gun*no had.

be.en a trusted. gervant of &ar1 Alexand.ertsc . By a

o fortunate chance .Donaldson was absent from h0noe, and.
5
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when they could not flnd h1m the $utherland.g revenged
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themselves by k11llng one of hls servantg before they

returned. to Calthness,. thle mlght have set off a fresh

serles of reprleals had" not the &ar-l of ffuntly persuad.ed.

Earl John to keop the peaee.

fhe troubles wlth Calthaess havlng dlee downrsarl John

Left hlg earld,on 1n the card of h1s mother and. went south.

I{e spent a year at thg Court of Klng Jomesrthenrln Ju1y,

1598rhe went to Fbanse for teo years. ?hls was the ed.ucatlon

of, a youth of noble famlly 1n the south. It woulcl str6lnen
(

the tles wlth hls southern relatlves and break the lsolatlon

of hls northern upbrlnglng. the 6ourt of Ktng Janes

was a homely and. somewhat shabby establ"lshment compared.

wlth the splendours of Fra.nce ,but lt had trany conttcto

rvlth the contlnent and. tt was the battleground of the

naw and the old Scot'land whlcS would. emersertested and

vlctqrious, in the years to come.
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