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Thore ls a road. that crosses the eastern coFner

of Roee-shlre,leavlng the naln road. fron Invernegs

a 1lttl-e beyond Evnat,on and. cLlnblng to the h15h

ground that Lles near the coast. For mlles lfruno
across open moor&and , htlls naklng a baruler ahead,,

th6h a sharp turn brlngs lt out on the shouldEr of

gtnu{ overlooklng a vtew that eannot be bettered' ln

the north.( overlooklng a vtew that never Loses lts
enshantment for th6s,l who know 1t best )

Far below 11og the oornoeh Flrth polntlng toward
t-\

the rvest. to the east,(the long ranp of fltzut ) tp,e
\/

h111- of $tru10 st,and.g up boLdLy and' on the far shore

thero ls a gllnpse of Ben Vraggle above GE ftgf t that

slope toward.s the flrth. A11 round. the coast there

!s a network of fleld.s and, behlnd. thls band. o$ green

'@)fieinascepe of mountaln and noorland, where clouds

hurrylng actross the eky saet d.ark shad.ows belowt

maklng notr one and now anot,her nountaln stand out ln

d.eepest blue from lts nelghbours. sprcad out, llke

a map lles the anelent earldon of strtherland. and.

$
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but for the etrlp "of aultlvated, Land, €dglng thc
ghore lt nuet have loohed, nuoh the sa.as whEn Nonae

raldors sallcd |ouard,e the qoast ovcr a thougand.

years ago. Thla le the tdeaL road into guthenland,

korn the roadglde on acQerar day neny of SuthenLande

htghest peaks oan be plcked out and. to heJ_p thc
4' 9. f-r0r, C-a-lhstranger a'* - - heceb-obie --Etrows cn_n .--taDl+ the

nanes and. d,treetlon ln nhlch to flnd. Ben Ho1:o

Cllbrech,Ben Hee. and. many othere
#f* q, :ii.,i.,';' t^,ci,"l* ,^-l-i--;*' j I i | /,,fr*'

-i. t

suthenLand i,s the leaet known of arr the seottlsh
gountlee. OvEr a nl1llon and. a quarten afree 1n

extent,lt has a populatton of only l]r00b and, fsr
tte slzc ls the ,noet, eparcely popuLated, reglon !,n

Brttaln. Of t|;f.e seanty popuLatton,by far the

Snrat6t nunber rlve on the easteren sid,e of thc
eountry r*hero land, has been eurtlvated frou tlne
lnmrncnorlal. Ilere, hard,wood. troee flounrgh.
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H1$h1an,i.s
Hlghlands
& fs: p.1]

trees 1lne the roads and border the flelde$n"eit'frei d'ttre\\__ __

the countrysld.o ls dotted. wlth the whlto?tashed cottagee

of croftere and. wlth y311 -cultlvat,ed. farns 'b"i\pf"ntattone
tht{':\fi,l

of hardwood hlde some of the larger houges fron thE road.

the eagt coaet of $utherland hae a ralnfalL of only 31 lnchee,

tn contrast to the north-west whlch has an average raln-

-faLl of 40 to 6O dnchee' fhere 1g a saylng ln the

country that for every ml1e to the west, thene 1g another

tneh of ralnfal}. AJ.thoqgh the wlnds on the east coast,

can be sharp and cutttng, the .lJornoch Flrth and nany

of the st,raths that run up to the lnterlor are sheltered',

and wlth a dry and sunny cllnaterlt 1s no wonder that
il .

fro{earltest tlnee thls part of the county carrle& a

numerous populatlon.

But

w1lder

central

of bog

the fyrther one goes to the nonth west,the

and nore baruen the country becomes. TIE

part of $utherland ls a mounts'1nous wlJ.derness

and heather tnterepersed wlth tussocft1grasa,w1th
J
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here and thero a patch of greenronee the meagre' ftelde

of an old. croft. The nountalne are vaet outcrops of

rock, treelessrthelr sldes seamed, and furrowed. wlth the

scarg of tnnumerable water-eoursee .At a dlstancg'on a

f lne 6ayr they may be only one shad.e d'oeper than the blue

of the sky, a de,llcate turquolse 1lke a ehlnese enamelj

ln bad weat,hen the.y s$tnd. out black and. forbldd.lng, mlstr

eltngln,g to thelr sld.es throwlng d.eep ehad.ows on the

rocks and, gul11es below. Near t,he eoast pools and'

lochane 116 1n hundred,g among rocks on whlch only a

llttle coalgse grass or pat,Ghes of heathor can flnd. a

1lvlng.
TravelLlng along the roads m1les pass wlthout a slgn

of a housopexeept, p""h?-@'S the bulld.lnge of one of the

large s[eepfarmerthe boundarlee of whlch nay extend. to

a.s much as JOTOOO aeres;or an lsolated shootlng-lodge, 
A

occupled for only a few months of the year. ooaar;'gna$V dta$

ls monot,ongus and d'reary,but a glean of

ever-varylng blend. of eoloursrbleached'
the colourlng

.\'. i.*.( o LLl.-

sdfi'-br1ngs4 an
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yellows and. soft browne fad.lng lnto a blue d.lstanee.

On the western eld.e of the county the road. to Assyntz*3ls donlnated by the toothed peako of gullvrlnrbX Canlsp,
l, I a

Qufhag and. the great bulky nass of Ben tr4o**, Assynt. ft
wouLd. be d.lfflcult to eay whtch looks the nore lupreselvc

art ftrst one and. then another of these mountalns comes

tnto vlsw, but of all of then Sullv&, ts the stnangest

ln shape;, sllhouetted ln deepest bLue aerose tho watens

of Loch Borralan lt ls a flt guard,lan for that country

wlth lts etorles of battlee and. feude ln paet eenturleg.

fn the very hea,rt of Sutherland lle Ben Fllbreck ancl

t5e,* Arnlnerand f\rrther to t,he north Llo Ben fltacLrArkle and.

Folnraven. Beyond Stnath Dlonard, runntng d.own fron the

Kyle of Durnese,Lle Gran $taoaeh and" Ben 8plonnald.h,

the two mogt northenLy peake, and, aLmost level wlth

Folnavon 7 Ben Hope and LoyaghaL d.onlnate the northern

wastes. Judged. by he16ht alone these nountatno are

tnslgntflcant among the wonldre glants but seen towerlng

ln the nlebe and raln that oft,en sw6ep aoroas thls d.esent
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they have a oolltary grand.eur. Not for then the green

pastures and. t,lnkIlng cow berls of the tower AI"ps. Thelrs

ls qrln and. Jagged outllnerguardlng a country, whero llfe
has ever been a struggle for a bare exlstenee, clrenched.

wlth storns and. ln wlnter often d.eep ln snow.

Betwoon the nountalne lle the great lochs and. the
I t' jr !

rlrrers 
"r.i6r'r 

flor* from them.{ Bestde then run the few road.s

Rlt cross the central wlld.erness, road.s that roughly
follow the 1lne of anctont tnacks whlch w6re sometlmeg

ltrpassabLe ln wlnter. On the west and north coaste
-^{-}there 1e some of the flnest rock sconery ln Br1ta1n,(&f

preclpltoue cllffs rlslng ln places to The

wegt coast 1s broken by the salt water lochs of rnchard,

Laxford. and. calrnbawnrthe latterrthe largest of the threel
separates Edd.rachlllls from Assynti At Kylescue,

Catrbawn narrows to a passage only about a quarter of a

ml1e wlde,where tt 1s crossed. by a ferryrthen lt wld.ens

out lnto the two lochs of Glendhu snd Gleneoul$ both

lylng ln some o:- the flnest seenery ln the county.
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Rhu Et'oer ts the most weeterLy polnt ln Sutherland. and.

Capef Urathlwlth lte famous 11ghthouse,1ls the roost

northerly. Between these head.Land,s the whoLe coast ls
ntcked and dented, wlth lnnumerable bays and. lnlets whlle

off the coast, lle nurnbere of' emall lgLand.s whlch may be

anythlng from a few yard.s to a mllo or more fron the

malnland.

The outllne of the north eoast ls even boLder than

that of the west,. Between Capern Wrath and. tho Calthnese

bor:d.er at Drunhoqlstan three great florde d.1v1de the
I - tt^l^F*'f-er^ \

country [frrto pffindiitorles of great extent.J &hev are
,f

the Kyle of Durnees, Loch Erulbol and the Kyle of Tongue q'o
Loch Erlbol would comfortably shelter a whoLe navy

I
of enal-l shlps;

*".*tffi""?"*#t?SY"
ffi*Tt fui,*o"the

crow flles the dlstance between Tongue and. Cap6 Wrath

ls only about'

by road

T1€ lnhabttants

mllee but lt ls "€fr**"nt story

of thle a?ea, are eathered lnto gmalL

.2g*t*r,it",\&-
efi*st*s looklg to Thurso fots suppLles.e
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on the coast ltself the rock scenery ls na6nlflcent'

head.land after hea6Lan4 Juts out lnto the sea,ed.ged

wlth a frlnge of whlte eurf leaplng agalnst the cl1ffs.

In storny westher the wlnd. can caffy a man over the

cLlffs Lnto the eurf(t*gld&-\belowr Jet,1n 6unroer1 for

d.ays on end,,the eea rlnpLes o\,'en sr0a11 sandy beacheg

between the head,lande where r0any hours can be passed'

basklng 1azl1Y ln the sup.

Few placee are mor* beautlful t,han the Kyle of Tongne

^on a flne summ€r evenlng when the tlde hae run out

leavlng a floon of gillden sands r @ tfre eolitary

t,ower of cagtl$?n"u on its h1111 ls. outl lned'
A ---* ,i* {fi- &i^l\aooc<

agalnst the evenlng "5Vl t-a!+ -s6ut-hward's,Ben 
!oVa1tqff{

lts preclpleces eofaened by the etenlng haze,rlses

Llke a wa11 of blue ancl f1L15the horlzon'

.Qg|**t take the bue from To_n$ue and travelSto

Thrrreo over what rs #st'rf,. the most romantlc

road, ln Brlta1n. Fr'{hese northern shores a stralght

F lr t"*r. i;-ir:.,.i --t U-rK^^e fi c'-+{.tc' a "i*i'/-r' - )

I j.. '/
b" t.>-e4 u--CI-a.,'r Tr,r,t, \h tl.to r.f {- ,,*1 4, h{ r'1 | 

ur 
tfd-.Lrr,

_! )

--. \ 1 i ' fr' I
X '\'oru. 'ir,,t" .l* SL4 *.r.,i {.",'J i - fr4,{- Lt GLq q'o-Lt tu f4.ti9.
rr!-c-r",i..fu l-lj* ,rrd.-r,c*, ; r--i : r. i Ua-1,1-t3,,-.(- Otrq\*-{.-t*t b-il'
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Ilne out to sea could. reach the artlc clrcle wlthout
-1 ':-..*l "'-,,-y a

touchlng'land .f Somo people who come from the
\ ax,$*

south flnd the Lonellnees of thts country repellent

but once the nlnd. ls detached. frorn the slavery of

shops and. offlcee the stlence of the moorlancts ls a

regt . Here are the real Hlghland.s r uncha[ged. for

centurles, and only the dlstant hum of a ear or

the sound. of an aeroplane over--head brlngs one back

to the 20th century.)

Between Tongue and the Calthnesg bord.er at urumholllstan

four rlvere enpty themselves lnto the so&r ?hey are

the borglerflowlng from Loeh Loyghalrthe Naver, whlch

rlses 1n Loch Naver, $trathy Water, and the Hal-lada1e

rlver , whlch enters the sea at Melvlch ml1es

beyond Melvlch the boundary wlth Calthness ls
f,x. 'r' .

reaehed. and from there runs rlght a6bdss to the Ord.

of Calthness on the aaet tioast. At one tlrne the
,5"Y1

boundary Iay alo-fig the Rlver Ha1lada1e but ln

16 the Ilne was alt'ered and lt now marcheg across
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across the helghts that

two counlles.

$*.{\;')r,. ,

form a d.lvlslon betvteen the

Near the north coast the land ls hlgh,much of

lt Ly1ng at, altltud.es of 6OO feet wlthout any dlstlngulsh-

-1ng featuroe, but, about half way across lt beglns

to rlse to the Helghts of Knocftn/over 14OO feet, and

reachee 1ts hlghest polnt at the summlt of Cnoc an

Elrearnoeh,w;r1ch touches 17OO feet. Hlgh up anong
'l-

I tt4?1

the hl11s lJBt on the Calthness glde of the border,

1les Loch Scalabsd,a1e, Creag SealabedaLe stands above

1t and from there the bound.ary runs d-own t111 1t

reaches the sea at the Ord. pont. Itlo road.s eross thls

desolaie reglon, though the old. tnhabttants had nany

a t,rack aeroset 1ts bleal< lnhospltable moore. The

Hl,ghland.erg needed. no roade*lndeed. they preferred. on

occaslons to be abLe to go about thelr buslnesg unseen

and nothlng ls nore surprlstngg 1n the accounts oS

old clan battlee and. f orays, than the d'letancee the

litghlanO.ers could eover 1n a day. Mon,and wonen too
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travelLed. l1ght and made ltttle of a Journey whlch

would. be thought a hardshlp to-day.

fn contrast to the north eoast wlth lte d.eep flord.e

the oast coast t* rp"afrlrly stralght Ilne tllL lt reaehes
tt

the mouth of the flLeet rlver,when lt sweeps out t,o the

polnt on whlch stands the county $own of Dornoeh. fn
place of the gea lochg we have Strath llalladaler more

often ca11ed. Klldonan, Etarthzfuqre,e Glen Loth' Strath

hsra and. Strath FLeet lrunnlns up 1nt,o $he heart of the

eountyy Along the coast , t111 the beglnnlng of the

nOneteenth centuryAr&n the onLy road. that, could bear any

conparleon wlth road.s further south and. aven that has

been deecrlbed as a I broken rugged. pathway runnlng

by the sea ehore fron the Ord. Head. to the l{elkle

Ferry n 
' Before the Mound. was bullt to carry Telford r e

road. to Calthness, all trafflc had to cross the Llttle
Ferry at the HgUU[h of the F].eet Rlver but 1n

flne weat,hor there was comparatlvely easy communicatlon

wlth the south by s€a, by crosslng to Banff,or
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1p Ot ealllng up the Mumay Flrth to anvernegs, thue

overland.euttlng off mlLee of hard. travelllng

The smal1 towns of Helnsd.ale, Brora and. Golspler

and the v1l1agee of rort Gower and itrrnbo all lle w1th1n

ea,sy roach of oach other. !'arms and smalL hoLdlngs

mako a contlnuous band. of cultlvated. land between then

. There are many names on the nap lntlraately connected.

wlth the hlstory of the county. They represent lande

once held. by descendants and supportere of the old

Earls of Sutherland whose vast possesslons stretched.

rlght aeross to the Reay Eountry ln the north and

whoge ea,stle of Dunrobln has been cont,lnuously ln

occupatton slnq:n" 15th eenturY,

Dornochrthe county townrstand.s on a eandy pont of land

at the entrance to the iJornoch Flrth. fts eltuatlon

rather cuts lt off from the re$t of the county1for lt
ls not on the ualn road north and. lt' has no harbour.

fhe town ltee1f c::ns'il,ets of unpretentloue stone houses
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solldly bullt and comfortabLe to look at ae weLl
qib,r,U4^

as to Ltve ln. Its St6E- Street ls cert,alnly nore

pteturesque than that of any other snal,L t'otrn

north of Inverness but then no other town has e

eastla and a eathedraL faolng eaeh other s.Gross

a green open space, nor hae lt yet been dleflgured

by the eromlun plated. ohop fronte of chaln stores

The solf course ls fanous and a Large cenplng stte

\rery popuLar wtth tourlets ln the sumrner beslde

hev!.ng eeveral Sood hotele. & nany of the houses

take ln vlsLtors for rr bed' and' brea'kfaettr .

But perhaps what faeolnateg both the vleltore

and. the tnha,bltants of Dornoch moet te the rrt0.aw

fron the golf Ilnke, the d'letant, ehore of Banff

and. the sweep of 'the coaet 1lne to the north

basked. by h1114 rllcthe sparkllng blue 6ea on a

f lne sunnerre daY


