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She took pity on the prisoner in is woebegone condition and at once pre- 
pared a sumptuous repast, and requested Montrose to take the seat of : 
honour. Before he could do so, the officer in conimand of the party F' 

~ool ly  appropriated the seat. Jane Seaton promptly ordered him to get' 
up and give way to his betters, but he demurred, mumbling about his 
lordship being a St:te prisoner. Then the lady of Skibo arose in her' 
wrath, exclaiming, ' Certes! if ye dinna ken ye're ain place an' 
mainers at my table,, I'll teach ye." She thereupon seized a leg of 
mutton from a dish and flung it at the officer's head. Of course he retired .- 
in high dudgeon, leaving Montrose and his companion to finish the repast. 
After the Restoration, Robert Gray of Skibo was fined & I  ,200, Robert 
of Creich 52,400, and Robert Gray of Arboll 54,800. There are now ". 
Montrose and Sisurd rooms in the,castle. 

DORNOCH. 
Three and a half miles further east, Dornoch, the county town, is 

reached. At the tercentenary celebrations in 1928, a pageant, beautifully 
staged, showed from episodes in its history how old and important a place 
it has occupied in the history of the north. In July, 1628, Charles I. 
erected Dornoch into a free Royal Burgh, though for many years before 
then the city of Dornoch was incorporated as a Burgh of Barony, with 
the Bishop oi Caithness as feudal superior. The superiority passed at 
the Reformation from the Bishops to the Earls, and then from the Earls 
to the Crown. The Patron Saint of Dornoch was St Findbarr. 

The climate is dry and bracing, and altogether this is an ideal 
place for holiday-makers. The  surrounding district teems with interest 
for those who can enjoy walking or motoring trip. or take an,Ftercat in 
archaeology or ecclesiastical history. (See Dr Bentinck's Dornoch 
Cathedral and Parish.") 

DORNOCH TO THE MOUND. 
Dmnoch is connected with the main line, of the L.M.S:Railway 

by a branch line 7% miles long, and which traverses a district as rich in 
historic interest as any i? the Highlands. It passes the purely fishing 
village of Embo. Years ago the health conditions of this place were 
far from satisfactory, but nbw the village is well kept, and the inhabitants 
havd taken ample advantage of the railway connection. , Further on, on 
the left, are the ruins of Skelbo Castle, which belonged to the ancient 
Bishops of Caithness, and. which is .linked with many a local legend and 
historic fact. It is believed to have been built by Sir Richard de.Moravia 
about 1245, and soon after was so &rtant and commodious a place that 
the commissioners sent from Scotland. and 'England :to meet and escort 
south the Maid of Norway! stayed here, and here heard the tidings of 
her death. About the close of the sixteenth century tb place was occu- 
pied by a certain Marjory Mowat, who, when the owner. Allan Kinnaird, 



FROM BONAR TO THE MOUND VIA LOCH BUIE. 

that after the salmon have taken several short jumps over steps not 
much exceeding a foot in height, they are provided with resting pools in 
which t o  recruit for the next series of jumps. The  total lengtf; of the 
ladder is 378 yards, and is from 10 to 12 feet wide. T h e  salmon are 
thus able to ascend an incline 138 yards long, with a gradient of about 1 
in 5, by means of a series of 23 pools. up ready to pounce upon its prey. 

A t  Cambusavie there is a platform but no station. Before the 
junction is reached, " .The Mound," so' called from the famous mound BONAR TO LAIRG. 
built across Loch Fleet at this point, and completed in 1816, has to be T h e  run along the side of the Kyle to Inversiiin Station (33 miles) 
crossed. Exclusive of the bridge of four arches with its valve gates, this is level. Here one gets a splendid view of Carbisdale Castle, built 
mound is 995 yards long, 60 yards broad at the base, and 20 feet wide thirty-two years ago by a Dowager Duchess of Sutherland. It is a 
at the top, and about 18 feet in perpendicular height. After much difli- beautiful building, but there are no policies and no sporting facilities in 
culty the work was duly completed, and several hundred acres of splendid connection with it. Idere is the Hil l  of Lamentation, where Montrose 
pasture land were recovered from the sea, and now sheep graze where was outwitted and defeated by Lieut.-Colonel Strachan. O n  that day 

(27th April, 1650) many gallant cavaliers were made prisoners, and 
when the day was irretrievably lost, the Marqdis threw off his cloak, 
decorated with the Star of the Garter, changed clothes with a common 
Highlander, swam across the Kyle, fled up Strath Okyell, and lay among 
the wilds of Assynt. After enduring hunger and fatigue for three days 

and boulders. Then come the woods and policies of Achany and 
Gruids. O n  the other side may be seen the quiet lodge which the late 
Dr Andrew Carnegie built for himself at Achinduich, and so on to Lairg 
Hotel, which is reached by crossing the bridge at the lower end of Loch 
Shin. The  hotel stands on an eminence, and excellent views of Loch 
Shin and the surrouriding district may be got from it. The  village itself 
is certainly an up-to-date place, with well-built houses and electric light 
in nearly every one of them. Electricity is also used as a motive power 

Castle Varrich and1Ben Hope from Tongue 


