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DONALDSON ATLANTIC 
;::=:ss LI N-E -~ 

GOOD MORNING I 
~ 3T.S.S. A.thtmia Se.nday, October 9, 1938 

BREAKFAST 
Juice-Prune, 1·0,nato, Ora,rge, Grt:.1.pe Fruit 

Bananas Oranges Apples Graf>e Fr11it 

Califor11ia11 Figs ;,, Sy·rup 
Honeydew Melon 

Stewlld Figs- Stewed Pru11es 

Fr,f!~ Pirwapple 

Stewed Rhubarb . Baked A.pplu 

Rice Flakes Post 1'oasties Kel·logg's /Jra11 Gr~e Nuts 
Shredded Wheat Force Corti Flakes Brmi l•'J.akes 
Rice Crispies Picffed Rice Oatmeal P,>rr~!f" 
Boiled Homi11y Porage Oats Cr.eam •~f Wheat, 

SPlfCIAI.--011io11 So"P 
·1·0 ORDEll-
Aberdlllln Haddock ;,, Cf'eam · Kippered Her,,i,ig 

Eggs-Fried, 1'r,r 11ed, Boiled, Poached, SCf'ambled 

Shirred Eg11s and MuRhf'ooms 

Chicken Liver in Curled ·Baccm Minced Steak on Toast D~ Hash 

Mashed, Lyon,a(l,i11e and French Fried Potatoes 

1.-ROM 'J'HE GRILL (IQ Mi11utes) 
/)cmish, Ayrshire or A,neri<:a,i Baco11 ltoyal Wiltshire Haem, 

Spiced Beef Ham 
Belfast Smoked Ham 

York Ham · Canadian Cri.-iped Bacon 
Cambrid11e Sau~ag11 Tomatoes 

Roast Lamb 
Celery 

COI. D 8,Vfl.-H1' 

l .ett11ce 
Boiled Ham 

1'0,,1atoes 
(.,'or11ed Beef 
Raclishes 

1'oast White & Graham Rolls C11rrant Scone11 
Hovis, ,W11lt, Yo11ma, Vienna, Bermaline a,id Pruit Bread 

Corn_ Cakes Crescents Parkerlfous11 Rolls Brfoches 
Oatcakes a11d Ba11nock$ 

Vita Wheat and Ryvita (Crisp Bread) 
Buckwheat Cakes-Maple or Golden Syrup 

Marmalude-Golden and Silver Shred, Scotch, Grapii Fruit, 
J!ineapple, a11d Gi,,11er Marmalade 

Ja,ns ·-G,mseberry, /)a1nsot1, ~lack Ci,rrant, 87•a111ble, Haspberry 
Strawberry, Pl111n, Rh11barb an,l Apricot 

Clover Honey and Ho,it,ycotub 
Bar le Due and Guava 1 elly 

lnstant.J'ost1u11 
1'ea - Ceylon, 

Coif•• Kalfe• H"II 

HQr/ick_' s Malted Milk 
China, Blemled and Oree" 

Coc.oa Cadbury's Cup Chocolot• 

T 

-~ ~---
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DONALDSON ATLANTIC 
LI N-E :-- = - _,_,,, 

GOOD MORNING, I 
~ a r.s.s. A,,,.,.;a S~nday, q~ J, l'JJ8 

BREAKFAST 
Juic•a-PrNIN, Tomato, Oran••• Gri.;,pe Fri,it ....._ 

.,,..,... Oron11u Apple• Gr~',,c._Frr,it 

C11lf(o.rnian Fi•• h, Syrup ' 
H~ A&lon F ' 11ah Pi"'1aPPI• 

Stftll11d Fi11• Stewed Prut1ea Stewed Rhubarb B•~d Applu 

Ric• Fial,.. Poat 1'oaatin K•llo1111'11Bra" Gr~ Nut• 
Slw-t,l«I Whtrat Fore• Corn Fla/Na Bran ~ akH 
Ric• Cnqi•• Pu/fttd Ri<:11 Outm11al Porr, ~" 
Bolled Hominy Pora1111 Oat• • . Cream of WJ,e 

SPlfCl.41.-0nion So11p "-
TOORDER-
Ahrff.,. Haddock in Cream 

H,,11-1''rilld, ·1·11rned, BoU.d, Poacl,ed, Scrtnnblad 

Shmwd S.11• and ~,,.1woon,,, 
ClrldNrt Lio.,. in Curl«I BtlCOn Mlru:«I Steal, on Tout Dey Huh 

Mu""4, L,armt1ia• and Fr11nt:h Fruul Potatou 

l<"ROM 1"HE GRILL (10 Minu111a) 

Royal Wilt11hir11 Bacon 
Spiced S.«I Ha,n 
B•Uut SmolNd Ham 

Daniah, 11,Yrahir• or dmt1ri,:aft Bucon 
Yorh Ham Canadian CrhfH(I Bacon 

Cambrid1111 .S.....• · Tomato.. 

Toa,11 
Hovla, Malt, 

Corn°"11•• 

COLD Bu1-·,-·m· 
Boillld Hain 

1011111,_ 
Cor,ied B•fl/ 
Hadiaaa 

White lJI Gralaam Rolla CIWNlnt Seo,..• 
Yo11ma, Vien-, B11rmaline and Fr11it Br.ad 

Cnac•nt• Parl,11rhou•e Rolla Briochn 
Oatcahu and Bannach 

Vita Whllat and Ryvita (Cr,·•p Br.ad) 
B,,cl,w,,_, Ca"-MaJ,le or Golden Syrup 

Marmaladtl-Gold•nand Silv11r Shr•d, Scotcl,1 Grai,11 Pndt, 
· Pi,..,.PPI•, and Gin1111r Marmalad• 

Jama --GUOllllbflff'3!, Da,nao11, B111£1, Ct4rrant, Brambl•, Rupb-.-y 
Strawberry, Plum, Rhubarb and .4.pricot 

ClofJ.r Honq and Hon-,conab 

---- B- I• Due and GIIOVa J•lly 
ln•t~u.,,.,,. Horliclc•• Maltt1d Milli 

0.,..·' 
T.a ~~q"11t, China, Blt111Jed aftd ar11t111 

l{~lhij_.._ CocOG Cadbury'• Cup~ 
..,_,_"I',..,. 
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Revelling in the sun . 





R.M.S. "QUEEN MARY" Thursday, October 20, 1938 

Cet Together Dinner 

Hors d'CEuvres Varies 

Consomme Madrilene Creme Lamballe 

Darne of Salmon Hollandaise 

Braised Ox Tongue Crecy 

Saute of Chicken Chasseur 

Roast Ribs and Sirloin of Beef , Yorkshire Puc;Jding 

New String Beans Fried Egg Plant 

TIC 

Boiled and Fondante Potatoes 

COLD : 

Oxford Brawn Pressed Beef Wiltshire Ham 

Boar's Head Roast Lamb 

Apri cot lmperatrice 

Ice Cream and Wafers 

Apples Oranges Bananas 

Coffee 

Passengers on Sp..-cial Diet arf' invitf'd t0 make known rh,-u 
requirement! to the Chif'f Thircl rJ;iss Stew.:irrl 
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T.s.s. ATHENIA Saturday, October 8, 1988 

DINNER 
HORS D'CliUVRES 

Fresh Fruit Cocktail 

Celery Fromap 
Caviare Russe 

G~;'Jl'Wii,l;:~:ii:· 
R>ie Gras Toast <Eufs Caviare Antipasto 

Salted Jordan Almonds aud Peanuts 
Hors d'<Euvres Varies 

SOUPS 
Consomme Culldvateur 
(Cold) Jellied Comomme 

FISH 

Potage Dubarry 

Filieta of Sole a l"Orly Poached Halibut, Cardinal Sauce 

BNTRBHS 
Cutlets of .Veal,. Ziqara 
Frog's Legs, Americaine 

Paupiettes of Beef, Macedoine 

JOINTS . . 
Roast Shoulder and Haunch of Muttoa, Red Cur.rlillt Jelly 
Prinie Ribs and Sirloin of Beef, Yorkallire Ptulcling 
Corned l.eg of Pork, Succotash 

't!HGETABLHS 
Turnip Puree 
Boiled Java Rice 

POTATOES 
Bolled 

POULTRY 
Rout Turkey,_ Parda, Cranber:ry Sauce 

TO ORDER PROM GR.ILL (10 Minutes) 
Sheep's 1Cl4ney and Bacon 

Hoa11l 

COLI> BUFFET-Cbok. .. of A•ortad Cold M•at• 

SALAD de Sailoa 

SWtitiTS 
Fedora Puddina. 
Anorted Cakn 

l>li8SER1" 

Lobater 

Naotaise 

Wine Jelly 

Smyrna Dates. - Table Figs Assorted Nuts and Raisins 

ICliS 
Lemoa Walnut Raspberry. Neapolitaa 

FRESH l:lKUIT 
Apple• 

SAVOURIHS 
Devilled Sardi-. 

BEVERAGES, Etc. 
Tea 

B•-- Oranges 

Coffee Crackers 

Pasa,u,1111rs ttn Sp11cial Di11t ar• req1411st11d to ,nak• J,nown 
tla11ir r•quir11rn11nt• to ti•• H11ad Wait-

T 

Melon 

Cbeeac 

,. 



Chef's Suggestion 

--
Fresh Fruit Cocktail · 

Potage Dubarry 

Poached Halibut, Ca,·dinal Sauce 

Roast Turkey, Farcie, Cranberry Sauce 

Nantaise Potatoes Turnip Puree 

Cheese 

Cream Caramel 

R_aspberry Ice Cream 

Dessert 

Co.flee 



T. S. S. "AT H E N I A" 

THE CABIN SMOKE-ROOM 
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Donaldson .Atlantic Li·ne 
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'lHE EDITOR 

Deca.r Si.:ra, 

LINKS PARK 

DORNOCH 

'\ ." . .::: 
~... • j 

17th August 1980 

· . t t · .. 

During the sWU1er of I940 while serving with the Lov&ct Soou~a 
ia the Faroe Ialand.s it •a• pa.rt of our 4utiu to patrol the 
coast. line of the nuaeroua islands which ~k• up the Faroe group. 
On t-.i. .. e occasion of one of these patrol• d .. which I ~as ._ •••b•r 
~.-• spot:t.ed a .. recked boat washed up on a ledge •t the root of aoae 
olilfa flanking the south aide of OYNDAR FIORD ,.hich lies to the Norih 
East of the island of EYS'l'UROY one of the most, northerly island.a ~f the 
group. On investigating 1,e found th wreck to be one of the ATHENIA t S 
lifebo&it.a. '!'he SS ATHENIA of the DONALDSON LINE (GLASGOW) '/,as 
t.orpedoed 'by a,Geraan U !oat on·the 3rd of Sept. I939, 250 • ilea 1'.¼. 
o-f RATllLIB ISLAND . i th the loss of II2 lives. 

I aa enelosing a, photograph of the name plate \,h ioh you might like 
t.o. :nproduce in the "P & J" as this might be of interest. to survivor• 
and. ex-lle11bers of the Lovat Scouts ,1ho served in the FAROES during th• 
early part of the ;:orld War II. 

You.rs faithfully, 

DA VIll MURRAY 
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10 WOODBURN ROAD, 
GLASGOW, 
G432TN 

TEL. 0141-637 8909 
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PRELUDE 

THE 13,581-TON DONALDSON Atlantic liner Athenia departed 
Glasgow at midday on 1 September 1939, shortly after Hitler had 
announced to his startled people and the world that German forces 
were in action against Polish troops on the border. While the British 
and French governments sought an agreed response she called at 
Belfast and Liverpool, sailing finally on the 2nd for Montreal with 
1,103 passengers, among them Jewish refugees who had fled Nazi 
Germany at the eleventh hour, and 300 United States citizens. In 
Canada she was to be fitted with guns for service as an armed 
merchant cruiser. Fo11owing Admiralty instructions to avoid nor
mal shipping lanes, after leaving the North Channel between 
Ireland and the western capes of Scotland she steered well to the 
north of her usual westerly course across the Atlantic. 

At eleven the fo11owing morning, 3 September, Great Britain 
honoured her treaty obligation to Poland by declaring war on 
Germany, and shortly afterwards a message, Total Germany', 
went out from the Admiralty to the fleet. The signal was inter
cepted by the German Radio Intelligence Service, B-Dienst. Within 
minutes copies were with the supreme commander of the Kriegs
marine, Admiral Erich Raeder, presiding over his morning staff 
conference at the Seekriegsleitung in Berlin, and the Fiihrer der 
U-boote (chief of the U-boat arm), Kapitan Karl Donitz, likewise 
at his morning conference, although at the far less impressive 
U-boat headquarter~ in a timber barrack hut at Sengwarden on the 
outskirts of Wilhelm~haven. Both were deeply 5hocked, Hitler had 
assured Raeder he would isolate the Polish campnlgn; they need 
not expect war in the west until at least 1943-4 when the great 
surface fleet they planned, and an expanded U-boat arm would l::e 
ready to cha1lenge the Royal Navy. At present both were woefully 
unprepared. 'Mein Cotti' Donitz exclaimed, 'Also wieder Krieg 
gegen England!' - 'So it's war against England again!' 

Despite his profound dismay the news was not unexpected. 
Preparations had been made; since 24 August Donitz's small force 
of ocean-going U-boats, twenty-one all told, had sortied and 
traversed the North Sea in secret. They lay waiting to the west of 
the British Isles and down the Atlantic coast of Europe as far as 
the Straits of Gibraltar. Their COs had instructions, in case of war, 

1 



2 PRELUDE 

to operate against merchant shipping according to the Prisenord- t~ 

nung (Prize Regulations), thus to stop and search merchantmen r, 

and ensure all passengers and crew were in lifeboats within safe c 
reach of land before sinking a vessel. Now they were informed by n 
radio that they were at war with Great Britain, and early that after- } 
noon Donitz sent a further message instructing them to act against E 

merchant shipping in accordance with the operations order, thus 1 

under the Prisenordmmg. · 
One of the COs receiving this message was OLt. Fritz-Julius 

Lemp of UJO. A rather plump-cheeked 26-year-old with an open, 
informal manner, he had gained his men's respect through com
petence rather than overt demonstrations of discipline; indeed 
his casual style was regarded by more ambitious colleagues as 
bordering on laziness - if that were possible in the taut service 
Donitz ran. Certainly routine bored him. He took short cuts if he 
could and was apt to make sudden decisions without discussion. 
His officers found him somewhat quick-tempered and unpre
dictable in mood. They had no doubts about his ability, though, 
and his men trusted and liked him very much. After two weeks 
at sea there was little to distinguish him from them save his 
battered officer's peaked cap and once white cap cover. 

By chance UJO lay directly on the evasive rnute the Athenia had 
chosen. At some time in the early evening - exactly when will 
never be known since after his return to base Lemp was instructed 
to tear out the relevant log book pages - smoke was sighted above 
the horizon to the east. Called to the bridge, Lemp pointed U30 
towards the smudge. The bearing remained constant over the bow 
as the tips of the steamer's mastheads rose above the wavy rim 
of ocean practically in line, confirming she was heading directly 
towards him. 

'Auf Gefechtsstationen!' he called, and hit the alarm button. 
Thjj lt1t:1kt:1ut11 l«'rlpt!d for thti 6pt!n hateh to the e6nnlng tower tt!I 

bells shrilled through the compartments below, and slid down the 
ladder and through the hatch beneath to the next ladder into the 
control room one by one, sliding and thudding to the deck plates 
and moving aside quickly before the next one crashed down. The 
officer of the watch followed, and after him Lemp lowered himself 
through the hatch, lifting the cover and swinging it shut above his 
head as he stepped down the rungs, then spinning the horizontal 
handwheel that secured it in its seating. 

Way below the chief engineer (LI) who would dive the boat had 
already reached the control room; two of the bridge lookouts were 
seated near him next to one another facing the hydrophone con-
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trols against the starboard side. Other sailors and machinists were 
scrambling to their stations, and reports were coming through the 
speaker system from the engine and bow compartments: the air 
induction and exhaust valves for the diesels had been dosed, the 
fuel switched off, the engines dedutched; aft of them in the motor 
compartment, the electric motors had been started and were 
driving the propeller shafts. 

The LI focused his attention on the battery of lights, handwheels 
and levers on the port side known as the Weihnachtsbaum - the 
Christmas tree. When all lights were green he would know that 
every opening in the pressure hull was shut and secure. As the last 
light changed he started the familiar sequence of orders to open 
the vents of the main ballast tanks in succession from forward aft. 

' The sailors and machinists standing by the red or grey-green levers 
pulled them from the side and down, using their full body weight; 
others turned handwheels. Sea water flooded in from the bottoms 
of the tanks, and the air which had provided the boat with buoy
ancy was forced from the vents at the top in a continuous roar. 
The LI turned his attention to the hydroplane indicators before the 
two seated 'planesmen to starboard. The after indicator showed a 
5° inclination, the forward indicator hard a-dive. Already the deck 
plates had taken a perceptible bow-down angle. The pointer of the 
depth gauge above had begun to move around its circular dial. Th,.! 
LI shifted his eyes to the finer scale Papenberg indicator whose 
water column was rising past the depth gradations. 

In less than half a minute the conning tower had slipped beneath 
the surface. In place of the blast of escaping air there was silence, 
broken only by the whirr of fans and from far aft the soft hum 
of the electric motors. The LI gave quiet instructions to the planes
men, levelling the boat out of her dive, and to the leading hand 
on the compressed air distributor panel. The hiss of the high
pressure air could be heard as water was expelled from the trim 
and negative buoyancy tanks. Satisfied he had the boat in hand 
and perfectly balanced, he took a step towards the open hatch to 
the conning tower and called to Lemp above, 'Boot ist eingepen
delt, Herr Oberleutnantl' 

'Auf Seerohrtfofel' Lemp replied without ceremony, and as the 
' LI ordered the hydroplanes set to rise to take the boat up 20 feet 

or so to periscope depth, he swung himself on to the metal bicycle
type seat straddling the attack periscope housing abaft the hatch 
opening. Unlike the system in other navies, the eyepiece on 
German attack periscopes did not move up or down with the shaft, 
but remained at a fixed height so that the CO, once seated, never 
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moved from his position. Foot pedals allowed him to train the 
whole apparatus on which he was seated; a lever at his left hand 
allowed him to raise or lower the shaft of the periscope, a knob 
at his right hand controlled the vertical angle of the upper prism. 
Lemp leant his forehead into the rubber cushioning around the 
eyepiece and moved the lever actuating the hoist motor. The oiled 
hiss of the shaft gliding up was reassuringly familiar. He had done 
this so many times in practice. Yet this time it was real. He was 
gripped by a sudden emptiness. 

Dark gave way to ever lighter green in his eyepiece, and sud
denly he saw sunlight and beads of water rolling from the upper 
glass. A translucent wave washed over, leaving more droplets. As 
they cleared he adjusted the knob in his right hand and pressed 
down on his left foot pedal until he had the steamer clear in view 
and centred against the crosswires and range graticule. She was 
still hull down, but he could see her tall funnel streaming smoke 
and the front of her wide bridge structure brilliant white in the 
westering sun. Her masts were still almost in line. She was steering 
a steady course towards him. He trained round, scanning the 
horizon for any other vessels which might have appeared since 
they had dived. There was nothing. 

What now possessed Lemp will never be known for he did not 
survive the war. Those very few of his crew who did survive have 
told how he had immediately leapt to the conclusion that she was 
a troop transport, and ordered the four bow tubes made ready for . 
torpedo attack. The belated official explanation was that he i 
mistook her for an armed merchant cruiser, but this was a standard ; 
justification for naval mistakes. There were absolutely no indica
tions for either assumption, rather the reverse. She was well : 
into the Atlantic, some 250 miles north-west of northern Ireland, , 
steering a steady westerly course. Most passengers were at dinner :. 
as she closed and none were about the decks, but their absence 
from view gave no reason to suspect she had been converted from 
the passenger liner she obviously was into a naval auxiliary. , 
And it is hard to understand why at the start of war she should 
have been carrying troop8 away from the Brlt1!1h lslti!'I acro88 th~ : 
Atlantic. The simplest explanation for Lemp's mistake is that she 
presented him with a tempting target on a course which might have .· 
been designed for him to attack, and in his precipitate way he 
convinced himself she was what he wanted her to be. 

He called out her bearing, range and his estimate of the very 
small angle between her course and his line of sight to the 1st watch 
officer (lWO) just behind him at the fire-control calculator, and 
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,structed the helmsman, the only other person in the cramped 
space of the tower, to alter course to starboard. He would move 
further from the target's track, then swing back to fire, aiming with 
the whole boat, the torpedoes' gyro compasses set to zero. With 
the speed at which the liner was approaching there was little 
time for overmuch calculation. Deciding on a spread of orl? two 
torpedoes in the first instance, he gave the order to make ready 
tubes 1 and 2. 

The torpedo petty officer in the bow compartment repeated the 
order, reporting moments later, 'Rohr eins fertig! Rohr zwei fertig! 

Raising the periscope more cautiously as the liner neared, her 
bridge touched with the pink of the setting sun, the paintwork of 
her bows rippling with reflections from the white foam swelling 
down her side, Lemp called his final observations from 1,000 yards 
range shortly after 21 .40 German time, which was two hours ahead 
of the Athenia's time. The lWO confirmed the aim-off angle. 

'Rohr eins,' Lemp said quietly down the speaking tube, 'Los!' and 
he pressed the firing button. It was 21.42.1 

'Los!' The response came back from the torpedo petty officer in 
the bow compartment as he hit the brass hand-firing lever beside 
No. 1 tube, the back-up in case the electric firing failed. 

The boat gave a slight lurch as the torpedo was ejected, and all 
hands felt a sensation in their eardrums as the compressed air 
which had launched it was sucked back into the hull to prevent 
an eruption on the surface giving away their position. The LI gave 
a brief order to the machinist manning the flood valve of the 
forward trimming tank, who wrenched his handwheel round, 
admitting water to compensate for the weight lost. From the sound 
room just forward of the control room the hydrophone oper.ator, 
listening to the torpedo's propellers, reported it running normally, 
'Torpedo liiuft regular!' 

The lWO in the tower with Lemp had pressed the button of his 
stop-watch as the 'eel' left the tube, and was counting the seconds 
softly; as he reached eight Lemp fired the second tube. Nothing 
happened. The torpedo petty officer in the bow compartment hit 
the hand-firing lever a second time; still nothing happened. He hit 
it again repeatedly, but the torpedo refused to move. It was a 
Rohrstecker, stuck fast in the tube. 

In the Athenia neither the bridge watch nor the forward lookout 
had sighted Lemp's periscope as it poked up briefly through the 
waves during the approach, and they did not see the torpedo 
racing in from their port beam since it was powered by an electric 
motor and left no tell-tale air bubbles in its track. It struck aft of 
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mid-length at the after end of the engine room, the force of its 
detonation destroying part of the bulkhead between that compart
ment and a boiler room astern of it, rising through the s( a:rwell 
above that led up from the Third and Tourist Class dining-saloon, 
wrecking it and trapping all the diners inside in semi-darkness 
as the ship's 1ights went out. A deluge of sea water raised by 
the explosion crashed back on the boat deck. The stink of high 
explosive wafted through open cabin windows. 

The master, Captain Cook, was at dinner in the First Class 
saloon. By the time he reached the bridge the liner was already 
taking a list to port. He instructed the radio officer to send an SOS, 
and the chief officer to sound 'Abandon ship!' As sailors began 
throwing off the gripes from the lifeboats and the passengers 
swarming out on deck were shepherded to muster stations, those 
on the port side saw the sinister green-grey shape of a U-boat's 
conning tower rising from the sea only 800 yards off the quarter, 
grey-dad figures emerging and dimbing down as the bow and long 
foredeck appeared, streaming white water. The figures gathered by 
the deck gun, whose barrel trained round towards the liner; a burst 
of smoke and a sharp report heralded the first shell which passed 
harmlessly overhead. Another followed, dense smoke blowing 
back to shroud the conning tower so that only the forward section 
of the submarine's deck and a short Jength of the after deck cou]d · 
be seen on either side of it. Watching in horrified fascination, 
passengers and crew saw the shark-nosed bow dip into the waves 
and disappear. As the smoke dispersed it was evident that the 
U-boat had submerged again. 

Lemp had realized the full extent of his mistake when he saw 
women and children coming out on deck. He had attempted to 
shoot away the wireless aerial and radio room aft of the bridge, 
but had thought better of it when his own radio man picked up 
tho Un~r•~ rlh1trf111 c~lh1, What fflfllinA8 of mingled triumph and 
dismay jostled in his mind7 He was evidently at a loss. He cruised 
at periscope depth, steering up past the liner's bows and acrc:,ss to 
her starboard side as she listed further to port and slowly settled. 
The sounds of the sea rushing into her broken hull and bulkheads 
and fittings buckling and rending before the pressure carried 
plainly through the short space of water, as did the shrieks of 
women and children from the Third and Tourist dining-saloon 
trapped in the stairweB lobby as the water rose about them. The 
shocking noises were magnified for the sound man as he listened 
through his hydrophone earphones. 

All the boats were filled and lowered safely except one, which 



fell from the davits straight to the water, and nearly all who got 
away from the liner were rescued by ships responding to her SOS 
calls. Lemp had gone by then. Having cruised submerged around 
the lifeboats in the gathering darkness, he had made off when his 
radio operator reported two British destroyers on their way to the 
scene with other ships. He did not report the sinking by radio. 

Of the Athenia's total complement of 1,418 passengers and 
crew, 118 were lost, most either killed in the torpedo explosion 
or trapped in the after stairwell lobby; among them were 69 
women and 16 children, 22 of them citizens of the United States 
of America. 2 

Shock waves radiated around the world. The sinking recalled 
the Lusitania, likewise torpedoed without warning in the First 
World War, and seemed to presage a similarly ruthless U-boat 
campaign against neutrals and civilians. 
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Captain Colin Porteous 
Captain Colin Porteous, 
seaman; born April 23, 1911, 
died July 30, 1'J<J<J 

COLIN Porteous was horn in 
Govan, the third son of six chil
dren. On leaving school he fol
lowed his father inlo a career al sea, 
slarting on a ship which sailed 
between Ardrossan and Belfasl. 

He studied hard and quickly pro
gressed to a junior otlicer with the 
Donaldson Line, sailing hctween 
Canada and Britain. I le was a Third 
Otlicer at the start of the Second 
World War, serving on SS Athenia. 
The day war was declared SS 
/\thenia hml set sriil for ( ·anada 
with a large number of families 
aboard. War was declared at 
lunchtime and hy evening the 
Athcnia had been torpedoed and 
sunk. wilh a considemhle loss of 
life. She was lhe first ship 111 '1e 
sunk in lhe Second \\'1,rld \\'ar. 

Colin conlinued to serve ,, ith the 
l\1erchm1! Navy throughout the \\.If 
and saw servire in the Nonh i\tlantic 
and the seas around Europe. during 
which lime he \\:1s awarded the 
1939-15 Star. the North Alii1·:111 Star 
1942-D. amt the Atlantic Star. 

Aller lhe war he hccmne a Chief 
Otlicer and later gained his l\faslers 
Certificate. I le continued 10 work 011 
passenger ships covering the lrans
allanlie route, mainlv the SS Lis
moria and lhe SS Laim:ntia. II ,,11s 
on one of these voyages that he mel 
his wife, Betty. A few years later he 
became master of the SS Captain 
Cook, the largest ship in the Don
aldson Line, which took emigrants 
out to Australia and brought troops 
and passengers hack home from 
there and the Middle East. 

lie was with lhe Donaldson Line 
until it was taken over by the I lead 
Line, at which point he left the sea 

and became Marine S11pe1inte11d<'nt 
at (,lasgow d0cks. lie then mmed 
on and worked fi,r lhe ( ·1vde l'Prt 
Authority. spending se,·eral hapl'Y 
vear~ chec-kinu sm:1II ,·es~<',~ 
around lhc r<•ast11f Srnll:md :\f 1,-; 
he still did nnt li:l'I he" as readv In 
put his feet np. aml became· m1 
a11th11ritv on the l"Pntaincrisation nl 
cargo ni1 ships. resca1rhing this :md 
setting up a small husine~s gi, inf! 
advice to m;mv dillcrc-111 firms. 
until he finall:-i ,·e1i1,·d at 70 . 

The sea \111~ in ( 'nlin s hlt,ocl :111d 
he was 1mc ofan elite ham! ofsaiinr-: 
known as "I he l ·ape I l11rllt.'I<". 
e1\joyin!! many Trnl:ilf!ar Night din
ners witJ1 old colleagues abom\.1'. tht• 
SS Carrick on the Clvde. remin
iscing about their years ·at sea. ·' 

Colin felt strongly thal the 'l\:1c1-
chant Navy had not been !!iven suf
ficient credit for the role it pl\l\'ed 
during the war. and recently \\lotc 
an article in the ]i,r~er newslefler lit 
Erskine I lospilal. ~fating lhal : the 
number of merchant !-Crvice pcrs1,n
nel lost during the \\'llr exc-ee1k•4,lha1 
lost hy the Royal Navy. 

M /\RY L THOMSON 
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THE SINKING OF "S.S. ATHENIA." 

WORLD WAR TWO \VAS ANNOUNCED 11.00AM ON SUNDAY 3RD. SEPTEMBER 

1939, DY KJNG GEORGE SIXTH, ON THE RADIO. 

"S.S.ATHENIA", DONALDSON LINE, GLASGOW, 13,000 tons, WAS IDT BY ONE 
TORPEDO, OF A SAL VOE, FROM U30, FIRED AT ALMOST POINT BLANK 

RANGE, ON THE SAME DAY, 3RD. SEPTEMBER, 19.~9, 250 MILES NW OF 

IRELAND, HAVING BEEN DETECTED AT 7.30Pl\'T. 

A DISTRESS CALL WAS PICKED UP BY MALIN HEAD RADIO STATION, 
8.59PM. RESCUE SHIPS WERE SENT. 

"ATHENIA" SANKABOUTDAWN,NEXT MORNING,4TIL SEPTE:MBER,1939. 

NO WARNING WAS GIVEN BY THE SUBl\fARINE. 

"ATHENIA'' WAS UNARMED, LEAVING THE CLYDE 2Np. SEPTEMBER, VIA 
LIVERPOOL AND BELFAST, PROCEEDING ACROSS THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, 
TO MONTREAL, CANADA, TO BECOME ARMED AS A MERCHANT CRUISER 

FEARING WAR, "ATHENIA" HAD AROUND 300 AMERICAN PASSENGERS, IN 
A TOTAL OF 1,103 PASSENGERS INCLUDING WOMEN AND CHILDREN, PLUS 
305 CREW. 118 PEOPLE, INCLUDING 28 AMERICANS, WERE KILLED. 

THE GERMAN SUBMARINE SURFACED, FIRED AT "ATHENIA'S" WIRELESS 
AERIALS AND MAY HA VE ATTEMPTED TO ,JAM EMERGENCY MESSAGES, 
THEN V ANISHJ~D, OFFERING NO HELP, TO RETURN TO GERMANY. 

MANY LIFE-BOATS GOT A WAY, APPROXIMATELY 500 SURVIVORS 
RESCUED BY DESTROYERS, 50 BY SWEDISH STEAM YACHT, 430 BY 

NORWEGIAN CARGOSIIlP "KNUT NELSON", WHOSE PROPELLER SADLY 
DESTROYED A LIFEBOAT AS SHE MANOUVERED, ABOUT 50 PEOPLE LOST. 

U-BOAT CO:l.\1[MANDER CARRIED STRICT HAGUE CONVENTION PRIZE LAW 
ORDERS ISSUED BY THE GERMAN LEADERS. 



SUBMARINES WERE TO OPERATE ON THE SURF ACE, STOP AND SEARCH 
SHIPS, SEE IF THEY WERK JUSTIFIED TO HE SUNK BECAUSF, THEY WERE 
BRITISH, CARRYING GOODS FOR RRJTAIN, BE GIVEN TIME FOR 
PASSENGERS AND t."JlE\V TO ESCAPE IN LIPEBOATS, WITH REASONABLE 
STEPS TO HELP THEM TO REACH LAND; ONLY TROOPSHIPS, ARMED 
MERCHANTMEN, VESSELS UNDER NAVAL OR AIR :fi:SCORT, SHIPS 
SHOWING RESISTANCE, ETC., ETC., COULD BE ATTACKED WITHOlIT 
WARNING. 

THE PRIZE ORDINANCE WAS CLEAR; INTERPRETATION AND ACCURACY 
POSSIBLY DIFF1CULT IN Tlffi NF,W WAR SITUATION. 

TUR U-.BOAT CAPTAIN CLA!l\fRD HE SA\V "ATHENIA" ON A ZIG-ZAG 
COURSE WITH NO LIGHTS ON, RECOGNISED HER AS BRITISH, BELIEVED 
HER TO BE A TROOPSHIP, AND FIRED HIS TORPO:fi.:DOES. 

TRAGICALLY, HIS ASSESSMENT WAS WRONG. 

"ATHENIA" W'AS AN INNOCENT VICTIM~ 

SHE WAS SUNK IN DIRECT CONTRA Vl<:NTION OF THE GERMAN LEADER 
HITLER'S, INSTRUCTIONS, WHO WAS ALARMED, FEARING l.filIGHTF,NED 
HOSTILITIJ<~S AGAINST BRITAIN, FRAN CR, AND NOW U.S.A. POTl~NTIM, 
INVOLVEM~NT BECAUSE OF THE AMERICAN FAMILIES LOST. 

IN PROLONGED PUBLICITY AND PROPAGANDA, WORLD WIDE NE'WS WAS 
CREATED, TOT AL OUTRAGE TO .JUSTIFICATION - AT LEAST FOR A WHU,E. 

THF, LOSS OF AMERICAN CIVILIA..t~S IS CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF MANY 
FACTORS WHJCH EVENTUALY BROUGHT U.S.A. INTO THE CONFLICT. 

"S.S. ATHENlA!' \.VAS SUNK BY FIRST TORPEDO ATTACK 1939-1945 WAR. 

Many sources, particularly 11The Atlantic Campaign", 

Dan van der Vat~ Hodder & Stoughton, 19R8J)etail 
varies in different books. Photo from ''New Book of 

Knowledge - War Supplement", Waverley, 1943. 

FIRST LOSS OF . THE WAR 
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lwlidlllf 
for all 
Your Tourist Agent has already told you that on the Donaldson Liners " Athenia" 
and "Letitia" your voyage is a real hol iday- restful or gay, just as you please. 
But not until your first full day at sea do you realise just what all this means. 
The unfailing cheerfulness and courteous service of the whole Staff have to be 
experienced to be believed. 

It is quieter in the Cabin Class than in the Tourist, although you can have lots 
of fun if you want to. 

You are surprised to find so many attractive social rooms in the Tourist Class. 
There is a ball-room and lounge 
in modern style. The smoke
room is a beautiful room with 
panel led wal Is and deep club 
chairs and settees. Next you 
discover a gaily decorated cafe 
with French windows opening 
out on to the wide, sun-lit 
sports deck. 
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T.S.S. "Athenia" and " Letitia" 

eep draught st eady ships 




