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The Rev. William Macleod, provost of Dornooh, addressing the audience 
In Domoch Academy after he had received ttle freedom of the royal burgh. 
On his immediate left is Senior Baillie Mrs Jean Mackay, who presided, and 

who presented Provost Macleod with the ~ss_ t_iek_ e_t_. ___ _ 
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LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

Royal 

RECOGNISED 
Burgh of 

oo Rev. 

Dornoch Confers Freed om 
William M,acleod 

I 
this is the largest school in t~nn+ .. 
of Sutherland. 

" HIGHEST TRIB!JTE -
You, sir, have guided Dornoch's 

barque through troubled seas and calm 
with a steady hand on the helm with 
sage_ and worthwhile advice to, Your 
mag1st~ates and councillors. To-da we 
fay tribute-the highest we can oJer
he freedom of the royal burgh of D 

• noch. It entitles you to or-

Pf PER' S TRIBUTE TO PROVOST ~l~~:n~~ th
e eS

t
eem and !ff:~;fons~~c::; 

THI
' f l f h "You, Sir have grow Id . t 
:., reec om o the royal burgh as worked hard, never sparing himself vice of the Ch n ° m he ser_ 

of Dornoeh \\'fl!'; conferred on in the interests of education for the county of Sut~!cr, ~f this burgh and the 

t
l t th R ·n'"ll ".r y•oung and the improvement of civic that we mu t ran · And it 1s· strange 
1e proY0S ·, e e v. ,vi iam lhac- life. I refer to the Rev. William Mac- respect creat~' to show you h'onoured 

Leoc1. i11 Dornoch Academ, 's Lead, Free Church minister, Deputy "As ~ n t· you our/ youngest burgess. 
assembly hall last Saturday afteTno'on, Lieutenant, Justice of the Peace, hono1'- burgh o(-I!io~~: 0

~ 
th

e royal and ancient 
and as Senior Bailie Mrs Jean Mackay ary chaplain to the Forces, Master of fellow citizen °\ ' a nd

thon behalf of my 
read out his impressive record of ser- Arts, and provost of the royal burgh of oured to be t~' am rilled and hon-
vice both to town and county the Dornoch. gess ticket t e one to Present the bur- l 
audience must have realised. if they did "You, Mr MacLeod, were dux of are re uired 

O 
you. But first. Sir, you 

not do so before, that here, indeed. a Nicholson Institute, Stornoway, in 1912; this wifl b }~- t_ate 
th

e oath, and 
lifetime Qf devoted work was being graduate of Glasgow University, mem~ clerk (Mr ~-a C ~is_ e~e: .. by the town 
deservedly honoured. ber of Bute Education Authority fro The audience ·t rig t · 

The seal was set on · the occasion 1921 to 1924. You joined Sutherlan monv was perf hend 
st

ood as the cere-
d t . th ·t . M . orme 

when, at a luncheon afterwards, in the e uca wn au on y m arch, 1928; yo After Provost M · 
Burghfield Hotel, the town Clerk. ·Mr were vice-chairman of Sutherland Edu- sented by Mrs Ma a{Leod_ had been pre-

\ William C. Wright. read a message of cation Committee in 1933, and chairman ticket, which pr c {f wd
th 

the burgess 
congratulation to the new freeman from in 1943; moderator of the General As~ "created admittedoc aime him to be 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. In sembly of t~e Free Church of Scotian gess fre~man and an!1 received a bur
September of last year Provost MacLeod m 1940-41; Jumor, then senior, clerk t Burgh of Dornoch ~lilld bro

th
er of the 

had accompanied the Queen Mother the Assembly, from 1937 to 1963; chap, posed in honour 'f ~h pipe tui:ie com- / 
when she opened the •ne-w Dornoch lam to the Black Watch in the Firs· played by the cimp e occa_sion ":as j 
Academy. World War. You are a founder membe1 Kenneth Macrae 0 /ser, . Pipe-MaJor 

Then Mr Kenneth Ma-crae, pipe-major of the Dornoch British Legion and also 3and, and janitor' of D Dot{:°ch Pipe 
Of Dornoch Pipe Band, played a tune its chaplain since 1937. You have been The new burgess wa~rn~c ~cdde~y. 
which he had composed in honour of a_ member of Dornoch Town Councill copy of the tune-"P P esen e with 
the Queen Mother, and last Saturday Mr since _1944 and became provost in 1953, William MacLeod' Fr ro~oS

t th
e Rev. 

Macrae did a similar honour for Mr a position which you still hold. noch"-by Pipe../Majo ..:Jr.e om of Dor- . 
MacLeod, entitling the new tune ·'Pro- "Throughout the long history of t]·s Provost MacLeod r • acr~e. 
vast the Rev. William MacLeod's Free- ancient burgh there have been mar thanked the council £or !~h' i~ s1eech, 
dom of Dornoch." He presented a copy provosts but, I venture to say, few , our." He had seen u·t is signa hon
of the tune to the provost after he had them could have equalled and none su freedom ceremonies b~t e al number of 
played the composition !from a vantage passed ou!'. present provost. (Apola.V,'i~ noch freemen survi;ed-t~n Y ~w~ bDor-

h 1 tf 
.. • only one th t . ere a een 

point on t e pa orm. SPIRITUAL NEED were two (i ~ornm)g, but now the't·e 

I 
ROYAL CONGRATULATIONS "A school will flounsh not m "I l . PP ause · 

The Queen Mother's message simple teaching of secular thi;~·elyT~y the tiisf hop~ 
th

at I shal_l respond to 
Provost MacLcod read. "I send you m. mainspring of a school must be s ... e b cont' y_ou ave shown_ m me to-day 
warmest congratulations on the honou ual, and I am glad to say th ~PI~~t- ,Jiich i mwnl1 to serve this royal burgh 
you are to receive in recognition o spintual interests of the pu al e s w!. __ ":'.:<2.,rth serving." 
your wonderful services to th~ burg Dornoch Academy are not ne~i:ct f DUGTOR SON WELCOMt:.u 
and county for so many years.' either by the mimsters or the teacher~ Junior Bailie Gardner, welcoming the I 

The freedom was co1:ferred. on Pre " Of his town council, the provost sai, guests. particularly referred to the 
vost MacLeod by Senior Bailie Mr We are a united council There - presence of Provost MacLeod's son, 
Mackay and she later presented hi! serious divergence of oplnions a;;;o~ Alan, a _doctor, who is a wing com
with the burgess ticket. Before thei us. We do_ take a vote occasionally b mander m the R.A.F., and Mr George 
ceremonies prayer was said by the Re· only occas:onally. We are so unani~o~ Y. Mackie, their new member of Par
F. H. Fulton. minister of Dornoch Cati m ou_r desire to see this burgh's inter liament. Mr Gardner then specified 
edral and a member of the Town Cour ests furthered that we very rarely fal the many improvements to the royal 
cil. Mr MacLeod was accompanied 0~~ at all. burgh since the last freedom ceremony 
the magistrates and councillors, a On these three pillars then our loca in 1953, among these being the new 
behind them sat the ;principal gues society 1s reared and long may it con Dornoch Academy. All these had !hap-
including Sheriff Princi"pal Hara ~mue_ to be established on these pillars pened during Provost MacLeod's years 
Leslie and Mr John H. Mackay, co ut it cannot c:intinue except for thd of o.ffice and he_ hoped ~hat many more 
vener of Sutherland. r~smg. generation giving support tel new ,and exc1tmg proiects would be 

Mrs Mackay began, "To-day we a t ese institutions that are so importan launched under his guidance. 
assembled here to do honour to one wl to the_ development of our urban life , Sheriff Leslie, replying, said he was 

. During the ceremony, a selection· o: glad that Provost MacLeod had men
airs. were sung by Dornoch Acadcm tioned "this business of sentiment as I • 
Choir, conducted by their choirmaste; well as stones and earth to living in the I 
Mr Forrest P. Millar. North of Scotland." If the North lost 

their traditions and heritage they 
would lose ev_eryt~~ng.:, __ _ 



--••LV -.-,._ail'h:;.--,;;:.,,~-:"""-===r--= oomfflft'ffiii!Pl!'l!~~:""'=~~---------~-------- - - -
.t-r0V0St MacLeod continued. "In this At the luncheon the chairman CLOSE: I lt:.li 

wonderful community we have a struc- Bailie Mrs Mackay and the croupier The Rev. F. H. Fulton, replying, said 
ture that is based upon three pillars. and Dean of Guild Harry Clunie. The tol- that Domoch was a forward looking 
steadfastly based upon these - the lowing toasts were proposed - The burgh and that Provost MacLeod was a 
Church, the school, and the town coun_ Queen (by Mrs Mackay), "The Youngest very far-sighted man whose opinions 
cil." B urgess" (by Mrs Mackay), "The Guests" they respected tremendously and whom 

Of the Church. he said: "There was a (by Junior Bailie D. A. Gardner) and they held in deep affection. 
time wr-ien ministers of different "The Royal Burgh of Dornoch (by the Dornoch and Sutherland were bound 
churches would not look at each other, county convener, Mr J. H. Mackay). The together very closely, and he hoped and 
but now the churches together take the replies were by Provost MacLeod, prayed that the link between ~he town 
same stand on spiritual and moral Sheriff Harald Leslie and the Rev. F. council and the county council would 
questions arising to-day. We live in a H. Fulton. become stronger .and that the two bodies 
community which is really in spirit the In response to the toast, Provost Mac- would go forward for the greater good 
outcome of the heritage of the Church Lead said: "I have no doubt all of us are of the county. 
of long ago." united in the desire to promote the well- OTHER MESSAGES 

Both churches in Dornoch deserve being of the community we represent. In addition to the telegram from the 
support. He was • sustained by the "It is a great thing to love the com- Queen Mother, other messages olf con
knowledge of the goodwill of the com- munity in which we spend our lives. It gratulation for Dornoch's youngeSt: 
munity and by the knowledge that "we is not merely to work in it, it is not burgess were from Lord Migdale (LO:d 
have in our community people who re- merely to be interested in local affairs, Lieutenant of Sutherland), LOrd Kil
member the cause of our Lord daily in but to have a deep affection for it." muir (Dornoch's only other surviving 
their family worship and prayers. We Mr Macleod said that the name and freeman), the Rev. W. M. G. Edgar 
are living in a time when people come dignity of the royal burgh of Dornoch (former minister of DOrnoch Cathe-
into our area and wonder why we bother were worth maintaining. It would be dral). from the Murray family (of 
so much about the church. It is because a sad reflection on its citizens if they Balloan, Dornoch) and from Dr K. A. 
it is really the mother of us all. We have did.not uphold that tradition which had Macrae (county medical officer of 
been baptised in it and reared in it.'' come down to them. "I trust that I health), who was unable to be present. 

On the school, ProV'Ost MacLeod said, shall be able to serve you for a little Lord Migdale said that bath the burgh 
"There has been a tradition of educa- longer," he concluded. and county were deeply indebted to Mr 
tion in this part of the world. and I am Proposing a toast to Dornoch, Suther- MacLeod ifor what he had done in their 
proud to say that in 1964 we have a new land county convener, Mr John H. Mac- interests. "We all appreciate your wise 
academy in Dornoch and we rejoice that kay, said of Provost MacLeod: "He has and good counsel," wrote Lord Migdal~, 

been a highly respected convener of and this latest honour was public 
Sutherland for six years. We found him a acknowledgment of what he had done. 
first-class administrator, and a fair and "We all delight in '])aying tribute to you 
firm chairman who has always main- and realise we cannot do without you." 
tained the dignity of that office." Lord Kilmiuir (the form.er Lord 

- - - - ---... Chancellor) sent his heartiest congratu

Provost's Tribute 
W HEN Dornoch Town Council held 

their statutory meeting last Tues
day night it must have been the first 
time for many years that a freeman of 
the burgh, Provost, the Rev, William 
MacLeod, had presided at their deliber
ations. 

Mr MacLeod himself referred to this 
and went on to pay. high tribute to the 
admirable and efficient waY in which the 
council members had conducted the free
dom ceremony in Dornoch Academy the 
previous Saturday. He paid special 1 

tribute to Senior Bailie Mes Jean Mac
kay for her chairmanship and to the 
clel!'k, Mr W. C, Wright who had done 
more than his bit. To his knowledge, Mr I 
Wright was one of the best clerks he j 
knew in any loc111•.i.lli·ill: ...... ___ __1 -

lations to Provost MacLeod and best 
wishes for Dornoch, "which has so 
warm a place in my heart." 



CLEAN TEETH AND SMART CYCLISTS 

Pupils from Dornoch Aca
demy's Primary VII dis
tinguished themselves just be
fore the end of term, by 
being the recipients of two 
presentations on the one day. 
Karen Littlejohn (above) holds 
the county dental trophy, 
which she and other mem
bers of the school won this 
year in partnership with pri
mary children at Kinbrace 
and Lairg. 

The award came shortly 
after schools dental officer 
Mr A. M. Bennie heard that 
Sutherland children in his 
care had the most healthy 

teeth in the Highlands. And 
the man who decided this, 
Mr Kenneth Stephen, senior 
lecturer in oral medicine at 
Glasgow University, travelled 
North to present the trophy 
to the Dornoch children. 

Ex-Provost Harry Clunie 
called on Primary VII later 
in the day to present cycling 
proficiency awards to 17 mem
bers of the class who passed 
the police tests with flying 
colours. 

The children (below) scored 
more than 90 per cent. in 
the tests carried out by 

police instructors Sergeant \ 
.Donald McCulloch and Con
stable Tom Matheson - the 
highest marks in their ex
perience. 

Said Mr Clunie: "The 
police have told me that you 
are one of the best classes 
they have ever had - you 
have got higher marks than 
anybody else. I want you to 
keep up the good work and 
use your knowledge and 
guidance for other children 
to keep the roads safe." Also 1 
in the picture is Primary 
VIl's teacher, Mrs Christine 
McCulloch. 



SANTA'S PARADE 
Santa rode through town 

on Saturday in Dornoch -
all in aid of the 30 patients 
at Cambusavie geriatric 
hospital. Organisers Robert 
Smith of !he Trentham 

Hotel and Eion Mackay 
of Mackays of Dornoch 
are responsible for a 
£245 collection from the 
public both on the 
parade, by pony and cart, 
helped by members of the 
Sutherland Pony Club, and 

an auction held in the 
Trentham Hotel last Friday 
night. As a result each 
patient will receive a gift 
today and a cheque will be 
handed over to the hospital 
to buy a television set for 
the patients. 

Mrs L. Martin from Edinburgh (trouser suit, centre) was the guest of Sutherland Floral 
Art Club at their annual dinner in Brora's Royal Marine Hotel. She charmed the gather• 
ing with her witty, bright personality and demonstrated a number of attractive assem
blies. With her in the picture around the Ooral arrani:ement; are Mr Dennis Water
house, Spinningdale; Mr [an Matheson, Balv raid; and Mrs Barbara Vicker, Dornoch; Mrs 
Margaret Douglas, Golspie; Mrs Jennifer Cox, Brora; and Mrs Pat Macdonald, Clynelish. 



Pictured _at Inverness before leaving on his last journey to Dornoch is Highland Omni
buses driver Angus Munro, Bishopfield, Dornoch. During his 36 years' service "Angie" 
has covered most routes in Scotland. The picture shows (left to right) driver A. Nicol 
Inverness, Mr D. Murray, district traffic superintendent, Inverness, Mr Munro, J. 

Stewart, G. Deaton and W. McCarrity, all Inverness. 

A deputation from the Northern Joint Police Committee inspected t'Ptree sites-at Dor
noch, E\'elix and Clashmore - on Thursday of last week as possible locations for a 
new £280,000 police station for Sutherland's sub-divhonal headuarters. Here they are 
al the Dornoch site, on high ground behind Mackay's Carage-Lefl to right: Chief In
spector Alexander Cowie (Dornoch), Mrs Aileen Dekker (Nairn), Mr Hamish Sutherla nd 
lmerness (committee chairman), Mr Alexander Rugg (Wick), Mr R. R. Macdonald 
(Brora), Mr Fraser Bruce (joint director of law and adminstration) and Mr E. M. Fulton 
(director of architectural services) - partly hidden, behind Mr Bruce, is Chief Con
,tahk Donald Henderson. The deputation's recommend~tion will go before the police 

committee al their meeting at Inverness on January I K. 




