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Diaries Tell the Story
of a Fierce Battle
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quarters back about a mile to the
canal bridge south of Bourg village.

“By 3.30 to 4 p.m. reports from dif-
ferent parts of the line began to show
signs of improvement, After en-
countering heavy opposition in the
woods the 4th (Guards) Brigade had a
fought its way forward to the open
ground, where it came into contact
with the Connaughts about 5.30 p.m.

“There it found a position through
Cour de Soupir to the southern point
of the Spur, which afforded a clear
field of fire for several hundred yards.
In this advance through the woods the
artillery had been able to give very
little support to the infantry, except
for one section which had been pushed
right up to the firing line,

“With the left flank thus secured,

Passage of the Marne. “p” Company, 1st
Cameronlans, are crossing a pontoon bridge
at Le-Ferte-sous Jm[ar:e on  September 10,

(Continued from page 9)

The orders that Haig received on the pre-
vious evening were typical of the optimism
which now prevailed at GHQ.

“The Army will continue the pur-
suit to-morrow at 6 a.m. and will act
vigorously against the - retreating
enemy. . . . The heads of corps will
reach the line Laon-Suzy-Fresne "—
that was to say about twelve miles
north of their actual bosition. _
Haig could not share the confidence which

dictated such orders,

“ About three to four miles north of
the river, a considerable ridge (some
400 ft. or more above the river), on
which is the Chemin des Dames, runs
east and west with spurs running
southwards to the river.

“ It seemed to me very necessary to
have possession of this ridge before
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