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arrangements of the old Highland~chiefa.- • At tovat th0 re 
w~s the ma.jor demo or fear-an- ti.,.tr, the cl•ief gentlemAn, the 
chapl9.in, the musician, the butl~r• -taward , the ward.robe 
womRn,and grooma,p~ntryboys , co ks ~nd oth-r menials . Pp245 
268) Of ftBh flesh , fish and fowl there was no lack. Ale 
and aqua Vit~e were brewed at home amd 1~r~e quantities of 
wine were i 'porte1 fron b~ence.in exchange for the slamon 
of beauly ( pp ?65 , 483,502 J , 



.. Wardlaw Ms . 

Fa~ p . 2jb 

11 This summer 16Ul, the plague burst out,and none know how 
or ,-nonce it came. Some suspected it to have its rise upon 
the Buch~n 6oast out of a Dutch cask with onions and hpps 
cast XKNtmR a shoare; but,not to dispute the pestilence 
spread fro '5-orth to the North,and ragea here the len,.,. th of 
~lenelg. on ayea there nor 1n our farr ttighlands and 
north isles; most or our people run to the hille,the 
purer aire . l have sooke with s everal who rememberea the 
manner of their aeath, ana some upon which it broak and 
eecaped, and the several pita in which many were buriea, 
as ye t covered over wi th stone s . 

_·he next years , 1602, was a dearth and famin all the 
North and Highlands over; a mildew blasted the barley 
~nd the oats and pease never filled to any perfec ~ion,the 
straw blaccht,and such corn as it afforded yelded no male 
(meal) but lickdusted trash,without any aliment or food 
for man or beast. This was called by the vulgar Blean in CHaa 
the sidd yeare,because the corn yelded no meale but seeds 
(aidds) There ensued a great mortality all the highlands 
over,but that milkiness gave them some subsista.nce. " 

p245 

11 The spending of the is nobl _., fam~ly extravagant--­
seven bolls malt,seven bolls meale,one bole flour every 
weeke; 70 black cows in the y,ar,bes1de venison,fish, 
pullet,chc«k kid lamb,veale,moorfoule,partrid~e , seafoules, 
wild goose ,duck mallart etc; etc., with '111 pregents and 
kists unaccountable; the wines i n great ( quant1ties ) 
yearly fro m France,with sugar and all m nner of spices, 
that it 1s incredible how any house coui~ spend this stote 
n.nd provision yearly. For my own P-;-rt .I have been a.mused , 
nay ,amaaed,in readin~ my ~randfather s books of accounnts, 
where he sets down xacte part1cu1 ars of the v~st spendi ng 
of this noble -i:-.<i"'~ly; 1.nd many would conclude 1 t a very r=1nt. " 

Lovat ' s Fun~rb.J. 1633 . 

e w s the firQt of the Lovats. to be buried.at K rkhill 

p;:2,~--J - " ThiA ') •Aat man ' s f uneral s were sumptuous and splendid;" 

----- ' intosh had 600 men ell a~pointed , the Grants 800 , 
the I 

r nz i es 900 R l ,.. r,;: 
• oases of ~~ lt>oo rv~ ~ • 



1644 aprox. 
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290~~x 

290 

01' varnbuilg 1 Buchan bein then Lady L'raser So 
that Uon ld lashachs prediction came to passe,~nd 
L dy Kathrin was at 1 ast enduced by a 500d providence 
to mnrry the Laird of Dun beth,s1r Joh! ~inclair; 
and my Lord Lovatt stayed at wnrobbin till the 
marriage w a consumat,ana retunned 1ome a~ain in 
,;,,eptember . 

,, 
At this ti e the v O"<rqnters F;arrishond Aberdeen 

anct sent eh Laird f L'.3.rES ( ~awers) Lothian Kerrs re~iment to 
Inverness,where they garrisoned; and to the geat 
trouble and cost to. the country the town wae sconced r. und 
with an e rthen wall,a deep trensh, rampards, and 
pillasads,a strong port to the east anther to the 
soulth in t1e top of castle street, another at the 
brid~e,the 4 low at the c~urc~. ~very parish came 
in to the town successively till all w~s finished 1 

This s ring nnc1 sur1mer any prodigious sighns, 
apparitions spect aes,strange si~hts were to be seen 
ev.rywhere,which presaged warr and revolutions,s~ch 
as men fightin~ in the aire,horse and foot,retreating,returning 
a ain,visibly observed. feople ~1stered in rank and file 
upnon our ills,that the s etators observed their 
cloathc,arms nna stature,and have often alarmed the 
cou try t'1at i:ontrose ana M' koll were invadin us~ .:'wo 
of ur fleshers going one morning in to Inverne SB" \ 

saw and army,foot and horse,narchinp; before t em, 
and ~eard the ratling noise of their armea till they 
came and entered the w od of unchrive,and then disanneared. 
Another evenln three men whom I knew, oine; to the 
ferry of Beuly,saw an "rmy of marshalled horse and foot 
in larenicuilich, the very collour o1' their horse 
and cloths, kett edrums and ens ie;ns o:oparent, to the 
10n<1er and admiration o many . ·· 

Two prod~eous wh lea n 1 so were an orien 
in ""act ny t'1inr,.-lthat senmed out o the way and 
striking was looked on as an omen \J".L) 
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These were t\lo severe summers in Scotla.nd,for dearth 
and ·scarcity succeeding .one nether ~na naxt to a fam i n, 
---- fhe poor su~~ ~s sadly ,the bole~, 'Q'ictua·k at a 
h i p-ht r ate at l O~cota 12 lbs this , ' r, and coul l hardly 
be hade · 

P 3:,5. rraser says thet 'Neil McLeod had been a 1·01 lower 
of "'"'ontrose . 

• Iontrose 11
• ay 4 he was ta.ken and four day after delivered 

to .Jir David Leslie at Tain . ------

p . )53 tte was convoyed with x guard over the rtiver of Connin 
towards Beuly; crossin~ that River ,refresht them at Lovat . 
Such scurvy,base indignities out all along uppon him a s 
reacht the hight of reproach and scorn -----

But now I set down t hat which I was mysel fe aeyewitne·ss 
off.The 7 of l!ay a t Lovat,he set upon a little shelty horse 
without a sude,but a quilt 01' raga and straw, and 
peices of roaps for atirrops,his feet fastenend under the 
horse belly,with a teather .and a bit halter r or a bridle, 
a ragged old dark reeaish plaid, and a Montier cape called Masi 
Ma~irky on hie he~d,a muakatire on each side,and his 
fellow prisoners on ~oot after hin. .·hus (: Onductoa t hrough 
the country,ana near inverneee ,upryon the rode unaer 
Moortoun ,where he deeirea to alight and called : or a araught 
o r water,being them i n the first criee of a high aever, 
ana here the crowd from the towncame r orth to gase,the 
two m<inistere ( Mr William Fraser and) Mr John Annand 
wait here uppon to comfort him,the latter of which the 
Marques was well acquaint with . At the end of the 
brid e,stepping forward,an old woman,Margaret Nin George, 
exclaimed and brauled, sayinr , Montrose, looke above, 
view these ruinous houses of mine , quich yow occasioned 
to be burnt down quhen yow besieged Inverness. Yet 
he never altered his countencance,but with a majesty 
and ·state beseeming him, kept a countenance high. 
At the cross,a table covered , the majestrates treat 
him with wines ,which he would not tast till allayed with 
water ; the statly prisoners, hie of ficers, stood 
under a forestare,and drunk heartely . I remarked 
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Ctames 

P 165 . " The lord Lovat frequently tristed with the 
nobles and gentry,divert ing themselves with m nly exencises 
o~ arching , football , putting of the stone, throwing of the 
barr "---- The chapeel y ard of I nvernes was their gaming 
places. at races he often road horse , tint and wan the Prize. 

·:arr1age of Lord L0vat to Margaret acKenzie dau of Collin 
of Kintail J589 . 
P 201. The _vieddin:G feElst was kept at Braan House 
and it beinr vhr1stm·e,)ecember 24, 1589 the Yowe1 1 was royal 
and solemn, 1 t-iinr.:r \lant1nQ:'. to mAke it a sp ndid bridal--. 
--- In Jan•t ry he brought his lady home, a reat infare in 
the ho· 1se of e' uly 1 ·..,ere for buildinp; there was very great 
accommo1ation , the fore , court surrounded with all the needful 
of~ice houses, and thA b~ck court, called the priors court, 
with severaa leach lodgings,especiRll the :9ainted chamber 
cnlled Sharner brea which was the prio~s prime lod~ing,a strong 
curious , we 1 contrived building with lofts 13.nd parlours . 

P 224 Lord ~i mon marriage April 4 1596 . 
11 

LJorc' ""1 a.on ,comin to ;:.he country , kept his inferr feast in 
11?,euly; ar,J that surnptious and extravagant, for all manner of 
pr ovision desirable t <>t t,he 1tinr.-dom could afford . - --- ---­
--- -- And the house of S>euly Has t11.en sin("'ular in the 'for th 
for accom"Ilodation and rto•vin in its wo courts, beside 
the great building c lled the Abbots house; and indeed this 
lord u i mon wes hut too pro~i·all in his expense unon buildin~s, 
for he repai red Beufort , and the pal ace of ..... ovat,built a 
good stone house in Bunchr!lve, had a "re~t manure ( nanor ) 
house ~t Inver ness,and also buil t the Castell of Da.J.cross 
from the foundation 

P 236 

Famine . There was faMine ~n the summer of 16ul, the plague 
bm·at out------ none dyed ther e nor 1 our farr Hi ghlands 
and north i s l es ; most of our peopl e run to t~e hills ,the 
purer aire .-------. 

The next year ,1602, ther e was a dear t h and fami n all the 
North & ighla.nds over . a mildew blaat.d the bar l ey , and 
the oates and peese never f i lled t o any perfec tion , the str aw 
blancht ,and suc h corn as it af~orded ye l ded no male ( meal) 
but lickdusted t r ash,without any aliment or food for ~an 
or east. This was cal l ed by the vulgar Bl ean in Ghaa, the 
Sidd yeare , because the corn yelded oo meale 
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P 415 

Colonell Hurry, a robuat,tall, statly fellow, with 
a long cut in his cheek. Al the way throuah tne 
wtreete he never lowed h ie aspect. The orovost, 
Duncan ~orbee, take ing leave of him at the towns end, 
sai~, My Lord, I am sorry for your circumstance. 
He replied, I am sorry for being the object of your_ 
pit~y . The Marquee was convoyed that night to 
Castle Stuart,where he lodged . 

----At Lieth he was receaveu by the magistrates 
of Edinbur ~h, qnd thence convoyed up to the city by the 
water gate of the Al~by, and with hi m a.11 the pri.soners 
of qualety on root , about 40 persons; but according to 
the sentence of the Parleroent the Marquees himselfe 
had the favour to be rpounted 0n a n~:rrs~x c ·irt horse . 
Havein~ ended this uart of his j ourney with as.much 
state as in tryumphs i s acqustomea to be; he was met 
at the-end-of Canongate under the Uetherbow by some _ 
other officers, and the executioner hangman in altvery 
coat, into whose- h-mds he ua.s delivered . There W$.S 

framed-for-him a high se~t 1n fasb1on •or a cbariot,unon 
each aide of w'11cn were 'ho],.',e~ , throwgh these a cord 

r 'be intt drawn crossin5 h i s breast , and arms bound, hia (:1erson) 
fast down in that mock clr1ire. The executioner then 
took of ,the Marques ' s hat, and put on him h i s own· 
bonnet , and this chqriot bein~ drawn with 4 ,.norses , 
mounteaAthe first a._nd solemnly drive al°ong towards 
the tolebooth.------

t • 

Cromwell ' s Citadel at, Inyerness was bu11 t fro"!l tne 
stones of. Beauly Abbey·, the Ch.~nonry, the great Cath­
edrRl and steetle,the Bishops castle to the foundationd 
rased, the church and Abb~y·of Kinloss iUid Beulf , the 
Gray Friare~a~ St Mar1es Chappel at Inverness,and many mo . 

., ' 
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but seed ( sid s) . There ensued a great mortality all 
the north riigl1lancts over ,but that rnilkness t; ve them 
some subsistance . 

1632 P . 252. 

Funeral of simon Lord Lov ~t , aied 15 april 
The ~ rasers deserted Beauly A•>bey and. i nterred him in the 
easter end of the church at Kirkhill " with a pale of 
curious timber work "'f'IOVe h i s ~rave , and erected that Isle 
and steeple there as their tomb which we now see joinea 
to the criurcri . 

The ~r rt mRns funerals were sumptuous and splendid; 
------ M' k i ntosh h:.i.d 6 hund.D:ead men well qppointed; the 
(',rants 800 , trie M' kenzies 9 00, Rosses of Balnagowan 

· a 1000 pretty man, the J.<'rasers a 1000 more ; Camerons, 1;acDonels, 
~J.onroes, were not under a 1000, well ordered . ~uch a burial 
was never seen or heard of ·n our country, co puted to be 
above 5000 foot and horse .---- -

261 qrria~~ of Lo d ~utherland to Anna ?raaer. 
'! .. o. ~.., t I, 3S, 
~ rrried in the chnrch at Wardll!W , and " consumat •·11 th 

~ so l emn weddinct r·Past at Lova.t : r;r John Maxuel , Bishop 
of l{oss,passing t,he ceremonys . 

In Spptember therearter the Earl of Sutherl~nd with a 
noble traine , brou~ht home his le.dy to u,mrob~lln, and 
preva.iled with my Lorcl Lovat to convoy 1,1s d. u~hter 
home , ~or his d i v rtisment . Sir James of Bre~ And 
~ood ~imon,the Master, with soae prime gentlement 
of the name ot' rraser,went also with them . By the way 
t~ey pay a visit to Fowles,and came that night to 

5 !:!llnif".OHn; they rode thence over the Large, and the 
nordons and other gentlemen va~~als o butherl"nd meet 
the.., .,t trie Bickle Fer ry of Portnicouter to C9{1VOY them 
forHard to .;Jornach, where t ey ·ere treated 1 V i..sJohn 
bernct1y) , Jishop of Caithnes dwellinr-; ~ere in his 

own house then, and. in the evenin~ aown t~e Rhoare to 
'"'unrob'bin,whcre they were received with accla ~t1ons of 
ereat joy , and entertai n't a with an ; nfPr,f~ 




