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~ dai/4, - Laar ~'~ · 

!;' 
Siberscrose . Feb . 5th 1760 

Iknow you mQot hage heard of the melancholy scene noted by the 

dum.b of EMOO.,I have been for tv10 days taking a 8of 

that affair & muut~e in Dornoch Thu.rsday an the same disagreeable 

task~ :r}ieednot tell you oft~ state of our prisons , nor 

yet of the danger that must attend thi tu1lucky creattir~e making 

prison in such a his escape-. fm u.nv1illing to o omplain of the 
~ 

but application must be shape as to obtain immediate relief . 

to proper persons to ~*••iEmP$~ to uae inter~st for eetting 

him r~moved ~rom it . Ever sine~ he was imprisoned ther~ has 

been six men on the watch every night . The to~n of Dornoch 

is not able to bear this ana/they will not agree to it any longer . 

The county mast assist them in this until he is taken off our 

hands, abd it is for this reason that 4send you this express ; 

that you may immediately come to Dornoch. that some cou.rse mey 
• 

concerted on this exigency~& I beg that nothing may divert Y.OU. 

Far in case of any father accidents falling out we will justly 

blamed ir any possible precau.tion is not taken , I& it is rather 

a miracle than othorwia& t hat he hag not murdered several be

fore ·now ; Mr ~ Sutherland: ,, Minister of Dornoch f the m.lnister 

of' Rogart 's son1 and same otherfade a narrovi esc4pe . If. you 

have any iron fetters 'It Du.nrobin ~eg you. ·order them to, Dornocdh 

Iwou.ld have gone to Dunrobin · if I had not been obligfld ta l;' 

go- 4ire-c-tly to Dornoch. & there I hope viill plead my excuses 

with ya-u , IToviever 1fm not ignorant of' the need you have of 



Shiberecroee 

24thApril 1760 

To D. G. 

Re Nicholas Sutherland the greive at Torboll. (my greive at 

Torboll) . came to me this morning,and to~j me h e had some 
business up the country,and would put one Alex.Grant from 

the parish of Golspy in his Pl8c7e. This Nicholas is to 
be married s oon ,to a sister oft is lad's that serves me. 
I got notice that this ~ant-- coming on account of a claim 
that Hugh McPherson has upon him as a recruit. I told_ 
him that as he wa s wanted for t he Earl ' s regiment that + 
would have nothing to do with him unless he brought me 
yJur letter informing you did not want himto go to the 
regiment . I told him at same time if you wanted him 
to go there,he should do it with a good grace,as in the 
en l , he would be sure it would be his fate. He told 
me he did not scruple going to any part of the earth 
with the Earl if he desired it . but that he would not 
allow himself to be imposed on by a recruiting sergeant. 

My own opinion of this matter is that the 
noble spi it that the people discovers\n obliging the 
F.arls call,should be encouraged, and that no tricks or 
unfair methods should be used by sergeants,as that discourages 
the people,and that when men ~re so wanted,that you should 
condescend on those that oan best be spared , and tell th,m 
it's the F.arl's desire they should go. This method I 
think will answer better that any other,and I cannot see 
the necessity of any other when they can be got with 
---- (ease?) 

Yrmost humble ob<it srevt 
Will Sutherland 

Mid-Skelbo 
3 / June 1760 

Dr Sir. 
As Donald Ross , Writer,is now with you,you have no 

doubt seen the copy of tze protests taken by him and me 
at Dornoch on Friday last, and as I have touched on the 
article of Droving,! do not doubt but you are offended at m~. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 



7 

( 3/ June 1760 cont . ) 
I do declare that this is a subject I always shunned mentionin_; 
but my uauage has been monstrous,and in such a case no one can 
promise what they may be driven t(l) say or do . No man on 
earth can be worse used than I am, and if this usage will 
foce me to touch at anything in which you may be concerned, 
Whatever resentment you may have of it, I desire that you 
may believe it is mere necessity and not choice drives me 
t o it , for upon my honour, all differences with you gives 
me pain, and for this reason, I will agree to alter this 
part of the protest. 

At the same time , no man can be fonder of the proofs 
being adducec,t.~-- ... I aiver truth will always support itself 
and lies have their deserts sooner or later. 

Please let me know what answer I am to give to 
the enclosed, which return to me. I meant to have gone 
to Dunrobin to talk to you of the - -(contracts?) but the 
sea being in,and no fsrry boat could not get it done. 

Dr Sir 
Yr moat humble servt 
Will Suterland 

Copy answer to this by D. G. so badly written 
as to be almost illegible. 

As to this motion made of droving in your protest, 
I have been so much accustomed of late to get hints of 
accusations declared to reflect on me, that matters of that 
nature give me but very little disturbance, being fully 
satisfied that they can make no impressions on persons of 
candour till they be fairly examined into, and that when 
such examination is had, which probably may be at no 
distant period , things will come out in a quite different 
light from whay they have bean represented, t0 and very 
likely not have the effects intended by these representa-
tions. And with regard to William McKay's manage-
ment in the droving, I am confident it will be made appear 
that no man could have acted a more equitable part------

-- with the cattle of Lord Sutherland's estate,and none 
should know more of that than I . 

(?~ If ( however?) -- that the differences 
twixt you and him,lead you on both l side&?) to misinterpret 



eush ( offices?) (?)---- and to suspect eiaieter 
designs in everything, and I believe designing people 
dp what they can to blow tµe coals,and to this attri
bute some wann expressions in your protest ,that had 
rather ,or done better to have been more moderate . 

I shoudd be sorry if from anything I have said, 
you should conclude I suspected you really meant any 
reflections to my detriment. Irr- ~~----- no grounds 
for any such suspicion. 

But with regard to your making any alteration in 
the wording of your protea~ ,that is now quite improper, 
and to ? an such thing would be plainly saying 
that these things------- and cannot bear an examin
-ation, which I am far from thinking. 

I have rather been too tedious on this 
subject. 

Mid-Skelbo Tuesday 14 June 1760 

Dr. Sir 
In answer to yours of this date, the complaint 

given in to me is against the whole as art and part,and 
whether guilty of not guilty depends on the proof. 
By law they must be admitted to bail , and I think your 
letter sufficient guarantee for that purpose, and as 
s~ch I have ordered them home , though this is also 
irregular, as they ought first to enter prisoru,i and 
then to petition to be admitted to bail. As to the man ' I 
being on the Earl of Sutherland's estate, both 
complainers and party complained of,are on a footong 
in that respect,and that I believe neither Lordi S 
or you will doubt, but I will go all reasonable lengths 
to accomadate all his people . 

I am persuaded neither of you will desire to 
make that the rule of my procedure as a judge, except a s 
far as the parties have fair play and equity to plead 
on their behalf, and surely my Lord i s more concermed 
than any other, that irregularities among his people 
be suppressed, and when they happen bhat the guilty 
be punished. 

I am -- quite hurried going from home. 
Dr Sir. 

Yr servt. W. Sutherland 



Mid Skelbo 
Aug 11 ltfl60 

Dr Sir. 
Enclosed you have discharge for Lady Evelix's 

annuity and jointure house rent dUB at Ma.rt . 175d and/59. 
I want some more bolls bear for my servants 

and will draw up on you for them,that is for about 
four bolls and youAll please give directiohs to 
storekeeper to answer it. I hope you ' l give it for 
meal . Dr Sir etc 

Mid $kelbo 
21 Aug 17oO ( A short note) 

------- Rogart told me someting last day that I 
long much to talk to you of but am so hurried at 
present attending on L,.,dys~ that I cannot go your 
length. When do you expect the Earl. 

Am in haste Dr Sir etc. 

l11d Skelbo 
Vied 26 Oct 

Dr Sir. 
I shall forward the letters for Evelix and Little 

Torboll immediately by express as you direct. and 
observe your other directions with all the care I can •.... 
. . . . . . 

I wrote you0 yesterday by an express sent on pw.~pose 
as the situation of my sick chil did not allow me to go 
from home 

Mid Skelbo 
20 Oct 1760 

Dr Sir 
I got the enclosed from Mrs . Jean Gordon,Friday's 

night, o.t a time when you v,as so busy I could not think of 
disturbirur you . Robert Gordon iJ keen to have the 
customs,0.nd I think MB.Jean seems disposed to be hie 
cautioner, If Baillie Kenneth vii 1 not make 
a reasonable offer, I da.resay you will agree to let 
Robert -f- at£ 12, which he i willin· t J give ,if 
Mrs . Jea.n becomes---- for him. He seems much afreaid 
of B. Kennth's resentment for making an offer,so it 
will be necessary to conceal his making an offer. 

Dr Sir etc. 



mhe next letter dated 20th November 1760 he writes from 
Skelbo 

Dr Sir. 
I was told this night that Liut Gray got a sudden 

call to Inverness with his men,and that his brother Walter 
held he did not think he would return at this t l me. 

On getting this information I set down and never 
stirred,untill I made out a resignation from him in 
the Earl's favour,&µth the contract and sassine I 
send you enclosed,and I think you should sent an express to 
him and meet with him to end it. 

If I could get a tolerable day, I propose going to 
caithness,so that that I cannot attend upon you , But there 
is nothing to do but sign and to cause the witness's to 
sign,and to keep a note of fhe date, which I will fill 
uu at any time,and I will d~ it on my way to Caithness 
if you have it them ready. 

I wish you sent to inspect the ruinous state of 
the office~housea here. The kiln fell the other day,and 

,Yhe same fate ,ia ·~flourl\ expected to the G-- (?) and barn. 
God grant they may not kill someone or other. I Will 
say nothing about the house, as the earl told me to take 
do\'ln the part that threatened to fall. I am making such 
reparations to the other part as will make it accomod.ate 
me. I wish you took a sight of the whole yourself 

Dr Sir etc 

The last letter of 1760 • ,the had had a letter f.com 
Mr. McKay of Skibo propeing the county chould send an 
address to the King from the county. He thinks it should 
be done II as no county in Scotland will neglect it". He 
thinks the address should be deli~ered by the earl when 
he is in Londone. A meeting ~o be called at which as 
many as poc- sible !! of the F.arl s f riends should attend" 
D. G. 1& to send notes to these gentlemen, They are 
mentioned by name as " Brea(?) ' The two ,., JohnriClunes, 
Mr McCulloch , your nephew Capt Dan, Capernoch and Mr Mc
Pherson, . There are people who will reflect on you and 
me if this is not properly managed. HeYw111, aquaint ~Sly 
Cambusavie,Torboll,iearquhair and his brother, Mr Hugh 
Sutherland Evelix Pronsie and Tordarroch , he is afraid 
Clyne is gone south. 

A prevous letter written in May says he is begiining to 
work on the Mains st Skelbo next week. Presume therefore 
Lord Duffus went out 28th May 1760 



Shiberscross 1761 

Q.11th Jan 

Dr Sir . 
He has been at Dunbeath,and only intended to go as 

far as Navidale that night but receiving a letter from 
his wife saying there was a letter fronm t e earl waiting f Jr 
him he hurried home. 11 The day was so cold that I found 
great hurt by it, I was 111 ever since with a severe 
shivering and disorder over all my body, I was immediately 
bled,and am this day a little better. but in no condition 
to go abroad. Asks D. G. to attend to it. 

Jan 29th His Father dead. he is arranging ab~ut the 
funeral . Asks if D. G. got any word from Delvin 
about the office houses here 

Feb14th 1761. He ha s been 111 , he was seizea with II asore 
belly the day after his fathers funeral,wh1dh ended in 
a flux and continued to grow worse,until on Wed . night he 
was taken 111. with all the symptoms odr. a raging fever 11 

Reflecting that no assistance was to be had in a hurry 
in this unlucky count~,he bethought himself of a cure he 
had seen in the October l.iagasine. He wa\l astonished at the 
wonderfull effect even a few minutes after using it 

As he undErstood JohnEvelix son had gone in quest 
of a doctor for his uncle John Rearchar's son. He sent 
an express after him to Tongue begging him to make this his 
was with any Doctor he got,and to bring with him any 
medcines proper for my distemoer , It was only yesterday 
evenins he returned bringing with him Dr Forbes from Crome,rty 
being unable to get any other. However he was very much bette 
by then. 11 I cannot sufficientl y express the des-
parate situation· of this county f or want of any men of 
skill 

2 Feb 1761 

Dr Sir. 
0 I propse to bury my father on Wednesday 

the tyde answers so very early, that I do not ~ean tha!i~~ybe 
entlemen go further than the sands , where I ope we ,-
~ 11 0 • clock the entertainment is to be at Mr Paul s 
a;d r wlll be'obliged to you to order tr~ng the water 
&i, Brora for a salmon,to be sent by the oearer. 
-, I am dr Sir etc. 



SHIBERSCROSS 

Thursday 19th Feb H7$l , 

Dr Sir. 
Your boy called here this morning to know if I was 

going for Dornoch. But he went off in such f1 hurry 
that I had not spoken to him to know which way you had 
past-;-,1 tho' I imagine it has been' b.', theJ ferry , as I flatter 
myself you would have valled, had you come by the sabds. 

Although I am on the recovery these eight days 
past,yet I am brought so low and thin, thay the least 
cold affect s me. I went out to the close some days 
ago , and it put mr in great disorder,so that I did not 
venture out since , till this day. as it's fresh weather 
I went the length of the stable for an airing. 
Had it not been for my indisposition I would have been ~_ 
at Dunrobin before this time in order to talk to you 
of some matters, and as you are now on this side must 
beg the favour of you to call before you pass homewards. 

I send the enclosed letter of apology from Evelix, 
which please communicate to Mr McDonald v1ho acts this 
day as Sherrif in Sir John's service. I had a mes sage 
also from Pronsie yesterday, informing me he is not 
well. Thi s I had also accounts of from two of his tennants 

Till meeting I rest 
Dr Sir 

Yr affecte hm servt 
Will Suth r land 

V/r Feb 1761 

Letter about house of Torbol, one Lauchlan McKintosh will 
leave Torbol in possession. if he can be accomodated by 
getting the half of the mansion ho~se of Evelix. He has 
talked to Lady E. as she had D. G1 promise of the house and 
garden,with two penny land, but sh has no objection to 
his having half of the house • This to be a temp,:arrrange 
ment. 

2 March 1761 • 

~ PoDr Willy Dunbar has died of a flux. If he had had 
simle remedy that W. s. had used might have saved him 

A 

5 March. 
He wants materials for a cart and cannot det them 

'in this end of the country' asks D. G. for an order to 
get them from Shiness. 



It 

6th March 1761 ( conjl 

He is still waiting for a reply from Edinburgh for 
authority to mend the offices of Skelbo. The one 
side of the big barn fell some days ago , so that now the 
three condemned houses have given way 

24 th M:ar~h 

John Sutherland "Ausdale's son" he had a good tack from 
Langwell , but lost so many cattle hw was obliged to 
leave it. W. s. tells D. G. that he was Q~ing for the 
house of John Mitchel at Helmsdale , who had been warned 
out of it. He thought that in the hands of a proper 
person ( himself) it was very suitable for a public 
house. W. s. is asking for D. G. 1 i nterest in the 
matter. says II Jae There would be little ocasion of 
using any interest with you for so near a couson of 

· Fforce and Captai n Sutherland ' s II and thinks the Earl 
would be equally willing for the same reason. 

W. s. thi nks II it would be a publi ck advantage 
and much for the credit of th coutry that such 
decent people was~here 

2 A.pril 

He refers to the order he had asked for for wood for carts 
from Shiness, as D. G. had refused this he asks for it 
from the Achinduich woods . 

7 April 

about the election of Mr Mckay of Skibo. the 
latter wishes i t for the 16 inst. He asks D. G. to 
dinner to discuss it 

9 a noti ce of the meet ing of the council for Saturday 
next at 12. He is aquaintaing Torbol and Cl yne , and 
Tordarroch. 

10 April 
Dr Sir. • 

I am astonished ~*your not getting the letter 
I wrote you yesterday. The moment I came from 
Dornoch , I gave the letter to the officer here , in 
order to send off an express,with money to pay for the 
ferry. The officer told me he woudd not get one to 
go till this morning , and this morning he assured me 
he saw the express off. I suspect the ship has 
been at the ferry,which must be regulate and put on a better 

l 



.. 

10 April 1761 ( conti 

footi~, so as to prevent mistakes of thts sort,which 
some day may be attended with bad cmnsequences • 
The meeting holds to 120'clock to morrows forenoon,and 
this day I deepached expresses to Tordarroch , Clyne 
and Little Torbol. If Mr Clune's health will not 
allow of his attendance,there i s n help foe it, but 
I think t ·e fuller the meetings are now it's the 
better. 

Dr Sir Yrs affecly. 
t. s. 

Friday 10 April. 

An election with some heated words between the electors 
Mentions a Col. Scott . 

The 88-PPY marriage of the Earl mentioned. he 
expects to see bonfires on the coast. 

23 April 

Written from Dornoch. 
He will be with ·• G. to,norrows night , inles s Lord 

Duffus is with him, in that case I will answer your 
bonfire with one at Skelbo. 

" I think a trifling drink to be allowed the 
Clerk to dispose of will not answer the design. I 
have been talking to Clyne and several others,a.nd their 
opinion as wel l es mine is thnt My Lord's friends 
should meet here,and have a very merry ni13ht at their 
own expense. Having at l{y Lo1.·d' s expence will not 
look well,tho' I know he would not grudge it, yet it's 
q sort of on the count~y. Clyne oroposes 
!onday next,and I know you will not fail to attend. 
If Capt Sutherland did not think the di5tance too 
great I am persuaded he would incline to eb one. 

That is all that occurs on the matter bo 
Dr Sir 

Yrs afficly 

Captain Lockhart Ros n of Balnagowan is addressed 
to the .Baron's roll, an.: Colonel MvKg1,y unamomously 
elected 

3rd Hay 
He is out of potato seed and asks for a firlot 

for which he will pa y ~ny price 

11 Hay 



re garden seeds from Inverness 

ht June 

Wants" sough hoops for his 11milk coigs 11 

13~June, he is off to meet Miss Dalrymple and Miss 
Binclair at the ferry, 11 a 6ffice much fitter for 
you than for me 11 

26 June 1761 

Eisa Charlotte Gordon has got slaters from Ross to 
point the hous e of Embo . He is also employi:np; them to 
point Skelbo, but there are some holes that cannot be 
mended without slates,he asks D. G. for an order for 
elates 

28th July 

Sends D. g. a 11veal which I hope you'll find good" 

I had a meeting yesterday with .Mr1. Robertson , Robt . 
Gray,and the Clerk. I believe they are all sensible 
that my proposals to my stepmother are reasinable,and 
so I hopP you 1 1 have no more . trouble in that affair,in 
which I have been t oo much a plague t o y~u already. 

18 July 1761 
Q. 

· • ••••• I am afraid that my stepmother is 
to give in a clamourous paper against me to Lord Suth. 
and the lady's and from the paper I showed you wrote 
by Mr. (or Mrs . ) Francis Robertson I have reason to b 
believe they will not scruple to exceed the truth. 
You know all my silence in that matter------ a nd I 
know your regard for truth,will make you to give a 
candid and fair account when you are asked it , all I want 
is that no impressions be taken or etorys believed 
untill I have had a fair hearing • 

• • ..• The ladys o-dhe- aring so clamant a story as 
Mr Robertson mentioned t 11n,his impertinent false 
paper will be apt \ r from the goodness o't their heart 
to sympathise with a poor woman they imagine tObe 
oppressed,though the fact be that any hardships she 
suffers at present are entirely owing to herself & 
those who mislead her,and who at the same time Will 
never give her a shilling t o support her , and I 
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18 July ( cot) 

and I think it no good office in any one to advi s e her 
to give trouble to t he only one from \,hor:1 at least she 
has reason to expect support 

Yr obedient hmble servt 

I have troubled the ~arl with a letter on this subject 
and tho I I was u~v;i lling to trouble his Lordship, I 
could not in justice t o myself neglect it. 

aevendays later 
27th July 1761 

Dr Sir 

I am informed that this, or tomorrow ,ls to be the 
day,my stepmother and Mrs. Robertson with some others 
are to attac 1-;: my Lord about her disputes with me,& 
that by the a ssista nce of Lady Betty's woman,who to 
gratify Cripple Kenneth's priva'blJ esentment against me 
is to whisper atorys and f a lshoog s into her Ladyships ear. 
in order to make an impression to my disadvantage. 
But this .• and what I would not choose to talk of as 
~t may possibl' not be true, tho 1 told me in strong terms 

At same time I ca nnot help begging of youth 
caution my Lord against coming under any promi s e or 
engagement,until he be fully known to the state of the 
matter. For tho 1 I do not take the Matter 
entirely on my own judgement,yet I have a sort of guess 
how matters may turn,and as I am wi l ling to do any -~ 
rea sonable thing that men of business will appro~e 
of, I think no mare can be demanded,and I am sure my Lord 
will be of th same opinionI;l and youj ea sily see haw 
it might hurt my Lord to come under any engag ements to 
them. For if the power of transacting about that 
place be only in me ( which I imagine will be the case) 
my Lord might well expect concessions from me I would yield 
to no other. So on the other hand if the right be found 
in my Lord's person,I would expect preference to any other 
of a place to whic.h I have so natura l a title. 

Therefore I thought necessary t o hint to you to 
prevent anythings being done, that men of business 
might disaprove of. 

I am dr Sir Yrs etc 
Will Sutherland 

Little Torbol is here and will give you a dra ft on 
London when you please 

< 
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Three lettrs all written on the same day 

The next one also dated Monday the 27th July 1~61 

he writes tat Freswick had asked him to give the Earl 
a letter,but he had to attend a meeting of the presbitry 
for Clyne about the reparations to the manse of 
Creich. He had wished also to speak to the Earl 
about the necessary repat~rs t i,\ the offices of Skelbo 
these were in a state of ruin; and how he could 
~ be expected to work a farm with-out Kiln, barn, 
or Gemel. Besiees thi4, there are all the byres and 
stables to put up. but this he proposes to do himself. 
The repairs could be done out of the rents with out 
any expense to the Earl. The necessan application 
is to be made this session 

the last letter anent one Alex Gun an old man who came 
to the s?errif to ask him to get his son's discharge from 
the Earls regiment. S. says he has told him it is imp 
Possible, but he wo'nt listen to him. So he asks D. G. 
to see if at least he can get the man's'furlof ' renewed. 
Signed yrs Affecly. 

l 
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SIBERSCROSS. LETTERS 

Skel bo 2oth De1,; 1 7<D 1 

. • . . • • • . • ther ._, is une Hugu ,Ic.n.a.y m.1.ll er .? t Hew.,usac.k..t. '?) 
thn uat has dune a thing l a tely ,for which He ought t o 
be t aken t o t at::k • Th.i.. s r,ugh ru~Kay a.t the Andrews fair 
1.lerca t,fell a -d.r-inking wl 1,h Dav.i.d Rol::ls Uclrilla nd.1.:is . a nd 
assured him 0 .1.. some (men- 01.· mon .. y ) if he woulu bend a 
Rec.1.uit.i..n& serg~an" to tue parish or Roga.1.·t . Tht: sergt. 
went accordinly, and called for Hugh llc k . they w~nt all to 

N .l, n , a nd goi.• wi t h him a yount> ... ellow ,tha -c. 1IcK, it ..,c.,ema 
knew meant to go t o the army," ~ot this yuung fe .1.0 & 

persuaded. b ..,._ ,,,.c. Pa ... , .i. - 1 +l\ r 1,h..., l::ti.rls regime ... t, 
happe.1.d.ng the..1. e , he \,as at pains t u persuade h.i.m to go t u 

I 
the Es reb. which "he yOUlig fello~ a greed to. Bu~ Mc K. 
persuaded hL to go r a. 1,her t o David Ro::,s , and 1,_ ke the most 
money whereever ue coud get it . Thi s pr'?v .;..1ee1 on. while 
Mou •..t o I ed him ... s much mon .... ., on Ge..i. ...,u.t.n! s acvunt. 
RG .KvS.5

1
;;) ... ea.L'e;(;.'.:;._.!.l, 1.> l ' -1..,.i..',:;u.. 1,~ ~gl.'66U t,J .._,v •• ivll 

...... cLeod rather than with Ross . But unfo:i:tur£.tel;y licL. 
couldtny find all .,he cash and Hugh UcK. persu.1d1::d him he 
would neve.1. get it, c1.nd bv got the , .. a.n fixed for Ross . 
.Practises of this sort ought ..,o ..,e ..,rushed. a .... d you ought 
to ~,rite yound llea r quh~ir in the Earls name , to give 
McKay no land. for his tack is out . In th..1.s uh~pe the 
f~llvw would b e _ade sensible or his fo l ly. Besides 
that Lhis fellow is a nuisance i n .,hep rish, by conbt ant 
ti 11lir g . Every door i n that parish ou611.t to be shut on 
him, and I wish l::lom._, vr your recrui 1,ing parties .. ol}ld 
anyhow e -.1ist him. I h~ppened vO se..., him a challenged 
h i m for his impuuin1,;e .i.u t11i s JUatte... out he We' s very 
oaucy. 

Yrs Affly. 
,till Sutherl~nd. 

fuly 3 QMY'«z 1762 

•••. • Poor Evelix is inn. s t arvi nts 
... ondition .1.or v,ant of v.J.tual, his wife a ame to me the 
oth0r d3y anc. offered m0 t\,o te:.n:, :1t i 1 :;:>.1.lna'"'.l n, 
as ( debitors? ) for two bollc be, :i..· ;,,!K".. t'1.2eo :):: 1e1. ... 

~,1.,.. ,__ •'l" r 17·c. 
C'ii"f,ull c.;L. " f • 

~~ 
Dr .:.J ·' c _:, - c-: at Inv c ~· ... ess ho l1 as the salmon fi t:Jh..1.1 J-

on t'1e wate _ Ic \rt , has for warded a larr;e stron6 net 
t'or killine; of tllC 'eals , <..: it '"'C('U .L.I' B;ii., 2. '-, l.0 8 ..... .1? J 
'"'I.J..') ~ - :') ,_ ... -'_/'"!/' L I ~ .... l 1, , ,. , "'J. V 1:\ .. J. 

- .; . In their W.'..Y here yesterda y t uey wer...., uriven i n .. ere 

I 

I 

J 
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IBERCROSS "'r..t.cra 

by thb south winds , and thls morning thby killed 15 large 
seals. 11 

He then aska i.i. the eari would lik1., vv seb the 
apor., as if so he will tri tv detain them till h~ comes. 
11 The bitch I had from Dunro uin Wt:a .. ., off ou · Sunuay aud 
snam the fe u• _ ~he gog never strays . 

Skelbo Wed. n i ght ( 20th Juiy 1762 ) 

D~a.L Sir. i .... w very sorry to hear the.t you a re laid u _p 
w: ___ .. the-..: ccld. I sont to Inverness fo:c 2.. ".Jott.Lc o.i.' • 
l f honey, by the man that went with Lieut Sutherland's 
clu0 0c'?.__;- I never failed to cure me. 

After receiving the enclosed please s~al it , and 
cause it to be delivered to my Lvru. and caUbe Dany \Clerk? ) 
to write me two lines aquainting whevhor my .LJOrd will be 
here .,omvrrvw tu dine. 1t1y lord needs nut have auy 8Cru_µle 
of making any extraordinary prepartions, as I !\.now little 
dines him , aud I hav veal, mutton and fouls in the house, 
the only vhing I want is ureau fit for hie e2 ting. 

I wish you better nee.lt,11 a iill u.1.J 

i.J.;. . SL . 
.i.J.. ..4J. ..L. . .. .lilLi.l.L.. ....,\.J~ vt 

n'i.!.l1ar11 !jUvill.;.1. J..c..llu 

h '- • "..., u .... ..,r .. l, <., .... urnouh ana. .. inds thav Will. Paui ( the 
ini~keeper) hab I run out I o~ prison. ne had been con 
.i. .:.nbd for li-Offie-.p.et.~ J..isdeaeanour 01' ~ or uebt. His wife 
had refubed t v supply hilll wi ti... 1 meat a1.t dr .i.L.LJ:\. ' aud he 
w, I" in a wiaerablt:: coudi tiou . But 11oweve.L he had no 
bb~etnes atu br~ak ouv of p.Lison. T.:0~kx he snou.Ld have 
d1;,H1anded tu be st::t at 11 berty , so oruerb were giv1::n tv 
aeuurt::, him agaln!as tht town might be endanger~d by 
suuh aoings ' wert:: they to be a 1,1receuent ~or otuers. 
Baillie Kenneth WP S s~rvrlblY reprehended for 'keeping 
open dvors 1 

The unfortunate Paul seems to have little benefit 
by t,Livvlng his liuerty as his wife shut the door i.t.1 
his face, and ha.ving a.lEeady r~fu~ed t o supplty him with 
rood , though by law all her govub belonged to him, he 
may have beea bevvLi~ ~fin the jail 
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SIBERSCROSS. cont . 

28th Aug 1762 

he wants D. G. to P llow ti.e new J. urn.L ture ht- ha t:1 orue.L ed 
to be urou~ht uv in his boat, frou. Ur F~rguson the shipper . 

6th AUg . 1 J 62. 
A~ex. Sutherland , a laa s Lllyne want s to gbt hi s dischag.Le 
from His Lop 1 s reg. Tu do uhis he must find someone to take 
his vlace. W. Suth. thinks tiie Ec...L l I1Jight t';jt:;t horn\:, a 
nu1uber 01 the young men of substance a s many as can I be 
at thL expunue of ge~ti,~ someone to taAe their place 1 

In this way more mvu would be trc..ined, tile ea.Ll 
wou.Ld have substantial tennants & would bv able to raise 
hit:1 rents a,,d he wou.Ld get men for his regiment, as they 
v.ould join it t o r olea se tHeir f.Ci~nds and to outain the 
~ratificauion given them for taking their pl aces. 

Skelbo . 21st Jan 

Dear Sir. 

11763 

I hope you are returned from Stathnever ~Y 
this time , iou are lucky if yuu have escaped broken oones . 

Uarci.. letter f .Lom I O.Ld Neil llcK1:1.y a sking to be left .i..n 
hi s tack at Clibr1g. 

Apr.i..l. Letters about lady Evelix. He.L de!lland for meal , 
anu ar.t·angement about li.er juinture. 

Avril 23. T, ... e laird of rear4.uha ir hat1 a petl tion agaiust 
rtmoving tJ&e tennanus of fkearquhair b.Y the E. uf S. 

Scibercrvt:1s says ht:; J.eels someone else shoulu take this 
cas e He can call on Hugh kcDonald to jdge in mat~ers 
wheJ:e .L am tuo uea J:ly cont:;cted. 11. D. G. thiil.t\.s it necessa;ry 
he can get the She,nif -depuue to a tte, ... u 

May 17o3 2~nd. abouu someone wanting a warrant for search 
inu for smuggled goods . Sc lamu up with .Lumbago ! 
He thinks they SL.bvect tue goods t o be storeu .i..n the 1:.,

1 s 
t:1torehouses at Helmsdale & b .ora, and that his refusing a 
warrant ,b~cause h e was ~oo ill to make it out) might 
increa se thmmr suspicions. Warns D. G. es he thinks 
this would be very uiaagreable to the E. and suggests he 
ahould give them lea ve t o inspect the sto~ehouses. 

l 



SCIBERCROSS. 4 

A sunmons aga1unt Dr. uun,.ingham 

He asks if he can send hl s blc,,ck i.1a.1·e t,) the-. E' s horse. 

,: 1 at .k.Ug 176..1. 

I vrnnt to Dornoch yeE'terday when I was surprised t f1.ud 
the prison doors were open i n baillie teru,eths . As this 
is contrary t o the law, it may be a handle to those who 
meant to make a demand on the tovm for the debt , and for 
fea,r of any such advantage to be taken I hve ordereu the 
doors to be kept shut. - - - - - The rea~on for keeping 
the outer d or open is that the school is keµt iu th1::; 
town hall. Tha"' house can never answer the pU.Lpose of a 
prison and school house, and using it in that manner may 
someday be the 11.1eP.ns of bringing the tovm into a scrape. 

he has vi ewed another houre which he thinks will answer 
very well for a school untill a public echoo.L is built . 
He has a ... ranged for the sc .. 0 ... to oc neiu in tne kil:k till 
·t.his house is :cepaired. but the scol1.:1.l:s cannot continue 
in the kirk when the bad weather sets i n . 
He wisher the Town hous e could be made into a sufficient 
prison. A Royal Bo ... ·ou0 •. _ ... , .., ... 1ged tv P.L ov ide a pripon 
and court nouse. 
Another letter pressing for a prison 

1 164. 

Black fish are be_ ~oached in large quantities at ~rora 
he has a eold and ls eo~fined t 0 the house, an~ begs for 
Robertsons history to amuse him ~1 Dec • 

. ·r65. 
17§s, 

His v1ife a daughter of Lady Evelix. Gzay or Sutherland ? 
10 t,ept 1765. He is angry that an o ... d friend should want 
~~ ~iscuss one of his sentances , and says a sherrif that 
allowed such a thing would disgrace nis employiuen"' 



81bercroae 5 

~umb 

.¥ay 2 5th 1768 

.•• , A posse of friend a of one Charles McKay have committed 
'afresh insult ' who ent and put up a house on Rema.rcher (?) 

Grumby. ~ere 1t on any one else's land he would s oon 
ston his career, but being on hie own he does not chose 
to meddle. He a sent people to intercept h1m, but he 
had collected so strong a poese they durst not control 
him. A,ppea.ls tp D. G. for support. There has not 
been such an out rage or breach of the peace of the 
county since long. 

The letter signed Dr. Sir. and sounds unfriendly 

17 eiz 1774 

A letter from Cap. /ames Sutherland. asking J. G. for the 
state of the wadaet of Skelbo,as he muoh wants to have 
the affair settled. llr. Suth. a 'ies cKenzie present 
their complements. Written from Dunrob1m. 

1782- 3 Receive sd from • Suth. the sum of 9/4 as 
the duty of the house of Skelbo,& 10 windows therein. 

£70 of meal sold and paid towards arrears. 

12 Ma.y • HiszG cattle houees etc sequestrated for 
payment of arrears of rent for the Barony of Skelbo etc. 

By my draft on Captain Gordon of Pulrossie 

Minutes of the petition etc and sequestration 

17th !larch 1786. 

of Seib. 

A decree of removal and sequeatratio of effects obtained 
against him. This confirmed. 
His defence. That owing to sicknees all winter ans spring 
he could give no attention to the case. That he incurred 
£400 in expenses over Charles McKay ot Langweii (above) 
understanding he would be indemnified by the factor••~. 
Agaist. That he was heavily in arrears with his rent 
and that no payment could be obtained out of him • 
Verdict upheld 

Torn letter about Soib'e executry. 

His widow, a e1eter of Poyntzf1eld. Her name /anet Munro. 
a son John, and Alexander. 
Seib. died suddenly on the 28th April. 1786. 
His widow and son petitioned to be left 1n possession of 
Skelbo 
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Letter:- William Sutherlanu of ·ctberacross. Sheriff 
Substitute and later Commissary Vlerk to Dugald Golchrist 
one of the Commissioners of Supply 

21st August 1763 

11 I went to ornoch yesterday when I was surprised to 
find the prison doors were open in Baillie Kenneths. As 
this is contrary to the law,it may be a handle to those who 
meant to make a demand on the town for debt,and for fear a~yany 
such advantage to be taken I have ordered the doors to be 
kept shut. ---- the reason for keeping the doors open is 
that the school is kept in the town hall. Thathouse can 
never answer the purpose of a prison and school house,and 
U11n& it in that manner ma7. some day be the means of bringing 
the town into a scrape. ' 

------ he has viewed another house which he thinks will 
answer t ~eryuwe~1efor a school untill a public school is 
built. He has arranged for the school to be held in the 
kirk till this house is repaired,but the scholars cannot 
continue in the kirk when the bad weather sets in. 
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