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WADSETS OF SKELBO ESTATES 

• Wadset of Proncy to Richard Sutherland of Proncy dated 1612 
8 & 17 July-- and contract of wadset r a tyfying the former 
with a new wadset of the l ands of Pronaienard da t ed 
2 Aug 1679 inefment r ecorded 22nd November 1679 Cothredemable 
(1) ~or 800 merka or £44. 8 . 10 atr. 

Contract of wadset of the l ands of Aberacroas and Knockartenx 
t o J ame s Suther land of Pronaie, da t ed 1687---- 7000 merka 
or £388 17. 9d s t r . 

Richar d Sutherland 1612 
J ames Sutherland 16$7 

Contr ac t of Wadaet of the Town & Land a of Evelicks etc 
by Al exAnder Lord Duffus t o Patrick Dunbar of Sidder a . 
dat e 5th April 1655 . Redeemable for 10, 000 mer ka or £555 11 1 

By thi s contract of wadset the Srt1d Pat : Dunbar II Bi nds &. 
obliges h im & h i s he i r s & cq (,) thqnkfully to oonsent pay 
& deliveer to t he ea. i d Al ex : Lord Duf fu s al l & ha i ll the 
sum of 10 . 000 mar ks at Whits: then next & ea , In cons i deration 
wher eof & for secubity & of & paying & delivering back the 
sai d 10, 000 mer k a the sai d Alex Dor d Duffus diaponed under 
r evers i on to the said Pabr ick Dunbar all & hai ll the town 
& l ands of nether & over Evelicks o be ebholden of the said 
Lord Duffus and heirs in free blench for yearly payment to 
the sai d noble Lord & his forsai da of the full No & ~ffXIUH1'XBJ 
quantity of 16 Bolla good and sufficient bear of the measure 
of Leith and failing thereof the sum of £8 Scots money for 
every undelivered Boll thereof. Redeemable on payment of 
10 . 000 mer ks. 

This wadset was d i sposed of by P . D with the consent of 
Hugh S Lord Duffus to Hugh Sutherland of Kinauld anno 1679 . 
of Kinauld . 

1679 

Herotable Bond by Jamee Lord Duffus to Sutherland of Evelicks 
for 3000 merks for the lands o~ Jalnamain ~z~zaus~stzii03zzzz 
1694, ineftment 3rd August 1703 . 

it appears th~t the annual rents of these lands greatly 
exceeded 11 nay more than doubled" the extent of the annual 
rent of the bond & they must now exceed the annual r nts 
still more. 

The annual rent was 120 scots 



Contract of Wadset of the lands of R8archar J1iln 
therof Asdale & te1nds to William Sutherland dated 
29 July 1679 

·11111am Sutherland 
Rearchar 1679. 

Ditto for Blairic.h 1678 4000 merks £222 4 . 5. 

1689 Hugh Sutherlqnd of Kinauld, brother Germain to 
./11 liam 

Hugh Sut}1erl And 1699 

Crag~ie and Themrownamain to Hu~h Butherland of Kinauld 
1686 

Rearquhar possesse~he lands of Kinauld as deriving right 
to a contract of wadset between \/alter Murray of Aberscross 

& Mr James Sutherland of Skelbo thereafter of Clyne. 

This contract was dated 1655 

Alexander s . ~ 
of Meikle Torbo o"' wadset James Lord Duffus to AJ.ex,9,nder Sutherland 

Barl:>ara Innes his spouse of the town & lands of 
1680 keikle Torboll with the miln therof teind shares & parsona~e 

lands redeemable for 4,300 merka ( £238 1$ . 22 June 1680 

Hugh S . his This man was still alive in 1~86, but in 1712 Hugh Sutherland 
son & Kenneth his son \vas brina;inh a proc<iss against Kenneth Lord Du.,..fua 
S. hie gran; ~ Bugh Sutherlnnd ' s son was Kenneth JutherlPnd alive 

Alex s . 

41 . It was he who obtained the holograbph letter from 
the ~3rl of Suth'rlnnd. 

Wadset 
1687. town & 

he also 
1693. 

James Lord Duffus to Alexander Sutherlqnd of 
l ands of Grudy an 1 Baegrudy, 21st ~-larch 1687. 
had a wadset of e.o:cneee Moriness 5,180 merks 

His wife was a parently :i•iary 1.aeKenzie 

Cambusarvy 25th March 1611 
Alex: Sutherland of Canbusavy 

'1m o . of Duf fua & 

the 

This Alexander ' s son was David apparentlyu11ve 16t2. Alexander 
~reat grandson held the lqnds in 1741 

David SutherlLJ.nd of r 1orvich assigned to Hugh 9utherl nnd 



J 

of Kinauld and. his heirs 1692 
of Leally the lands gfxAheNE~ROBHXX 

Alexander Sutherland of Norvich was the father of 
David 1665hexhxcl:xHxhP.Cf::tkemxMughxx 

Davi~ Sutherland of Norvich disooned to Hugh Sutherl ind 
of Kinauld & his heirs in ±8~5 the lands of Leally (,) 

1692 
there was 2brior disposition of the same lands to 
Alexander Sutherland by John 1Iurray of Aberscross 1665, 
Hu~h Sutherland did in 1698 dispone to David Sutherlana 
merchant in Edinburgh, his elden ~n~zhemx son not 
only the lands of Leally but also the lands of Ktnauld 
Uraggie Kerrownamain Bishopsfield and Blairich reserving 
his own and his wife ' s liferent, 

Vqvid bee ame bankrupt the lands were sequestrated to 
his creditors between 1705 and 1721 and a process of 
rankin;r and sale having been raised ~J: in 1723 by 
John ~u~herland o~ Rearquhair f father to the present 
Rei:i.r~hair ( 1771) and youngest brother of David the bankrupt 
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SKELBO 

Eric Sutherland had been factor at Skelbo , he ga~e up the 

f actory and then hel d it as a tack . Some dispute as to 

oney laid out on repairs 1749 • 

. ccounts for the building of a granary at Skelbo eighty 

feet long 16 fett wide and 14 feet high. This building 

must have been well built , it was slated and floored 

Account of John Peterkin Merchant in Dornoch to J . McLean 

of Capernoch 

among a long list of items 

J <tuair of paper • . • . •..••••..•• • .•• £ • 1 • 6 
this on Nov 17 1738 

1739 q duck cotton napkin ••....• 

do a chapun of vinegar . 
1746 1 quair of paper 

. . 
2oz tabocco. . . . . . 
2 oz rock indigo 

1743 1 lb of snuff 
1747 2 bottles of rum •••••• 

3 pints 3 gils rum in a 
6 pr shoes 
8 lb sugar 

• • 

pi gge 

• 

. . . 

1 . 
) . 

• 7 
10 

1 . 4 
3 
9 7J 
1 1 . 6 
8 R 

At Barr ' s fair some years ago for a drink 2 . 3i 
to postages of letters.. £ 1 • O . 5~ 

=·=·= =·=·=-~·=·= 

Account to Donald Robertson shoemaker in Dornoch 

~~~9 shoes for himself 
2 prq for the Lady 
3 pr} to Alex 
2 pre, to Lachlan 
! pr ,o Willi am 
1 pr t, Miss Esther 

7 • 
,-

• ::::> • 

1 f) 
6 
2 • 6 
2 • 6 

£ ~ . 13 . 6 

/ 

I 

---· 

a l 
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$kelbo ( cont) 

From" Answers for James McLean of Capernoch Factor of t ne 
seq. Estate of Sk. to Eric Sutherland 

11 you Lordships gave a warrant for a condiderable 
sun t0z in repairing the mansion house, garden walls and 
offices . 

.. 



SKELBO 

1>eeu uo..1..1.011.1..-t., ...,1vv J..L'Oiu th1:: ear..1. uf e S. t..o be ..1.·evuJ.w. iu 

I fbv with £c.'-' uf 1-'-Y.u .... uate eX!J-=:-;USt:::S in c ...... ~1:: 0.1. f f a ! llie 1 

and the legal inter .... st yearly. For security he offers to 

assign th pr!n. sum of £500 due him by c1.~... .. w.i. tH "'·"' L ,J 

ua ... t-u I :]SC. .fk ~rom.1.oeu .,o demand no more interest on 

the£ 500 ti l l the £,vO is repa.1.d. 

Agr. ue1.1wee ..... .LJUf .1.'u::i and <,Uc! l!. • .l.v.J. .,he &'fit sequetrated 
estates 0.1. .::>Kelbu .1.u.1.· £501., c..1..-.. a further £500 \,hen the 
wadset rights be redeemed 1756 

Skeucn Suairs ;:,At:tluu 1 60 

rtepairs uO nous e 1773 The N. wall hu.u gJ.ven way '..bFeason 
uu a oad fuuuu.a v.1..ou , a. uu poss.1.01..1.i ty uf r .... bu.1...1.d i ug it with 
any saJ.e1.y ,un.1.ei:;s it ~1au takeu uow .... .,u 1.he ver:1 .1.ounua t.1.ou. 
The timue.1. v.1. i:.i.L roof wa so rott• u 1.,hat ... ., ,1c:1. 8 no f._...1..,her 
use a.i. I.Iv.I. .... eing taken uO'.'ln 

James Patersuu 177~. Feb. 
" 

" the rouf as wel.1 as t h .... nvrth - .. all WU8 in a 'J.J.tUGt ru1n­
OU8 auu ~1.1.a.tte ... eu condi tiun, c1.nd t1.at bo 1.,h were obl.1.t>ed ... v 

uu thro&n ""'" wn, u.nd .... thorough repair e,iven to the house, 
which has been uone so effectually .,ha.t 11. is nvr1 by_L4al to 
a ne .1 noube , - .Y~·!,t ...,v, ... rortaole hab.._.., _tion. 
James Boag 
Ex!'enst:1 j., 1..J, 

... L . v . memorandum for MuKenzie Delvine 

re Fer ... y 
The family or Sk~lbu paid a bv.1.l yearly to th1:: ... ~rrier vf 
.ct:.rryoouo, ... o ... g iv .... ..g passage fl_,ir ra.11,.1.ly o.nd sc::rvants 
anu durLg the time 1.11i.at t 1 .. 1., f a cto.1.b un th .... t e .... t a te , under 
sequest.1.a 1.1io.1. ... nad 1.1h1::i.1. r .... si""'t.::uc._, u ... Ske.1.bu, t,.ey paid a uull 
in the oc..1.m1:., manuer. 

V the llionery ":1.ent for t w:, oa.1. uuy vf .:i.K.el bo fur i'fl~o--7 £ 11 oO • 
The fac uvr .1....,ceJ.ved j., 1:,0 :1e"JJ0.J..y , pa.r1,ly k.1.ud) 

Acco....n1.1 uy ~ . u . as 1.10 state u.1. huus e 1 ,69 
Roni dangerous 1.10 tCA,cksiuan 1.1 0 inha bit. The 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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in c1. ureau.:t'ul hurricane 1n 1650 the barn , m1ln, and a part 
of tue t:l tui:e oe.LOng.i..1.1.g to tut: Manor place of Sk. levelled 
to t he grvund vtc 

Lo..1.u DuJ.J.US a.!JPa..1.vntly t. .. .., ukt:ltuo 1739 _ •. ,,-ras \ ,7b0) r 

Ea t..imat of .repairs t o t he g ra.1..t...ry alJ.d ua.riJ. 1760 

Loru D. gave uµ the Tack a u t ho E. ' s u.eu..1.~e 

Al.L the ... ennants srem to have bt:eu in arrears with their reLJ.ts 

Li s t of window dut ies 1'/77 
fiav i dale. pir LTeorge 1h 11.enzi'-' 177 4 to 1777 2./ £ 1 • 1 • 
• i~Ci!f r!JMr • • .Us s Sut .• e..i: la.nu. 
Culgour. John Clunes 

Clynvlls.1.1.o .Jvhn ou1.1he..1.land 
Bru..1.a Geu . Suun. 
M. Toruoll . Mr~ . McKay. 
L. Torbol~ L . Torboll 
Ca=busavy. Cawbusavy. 
Fer..1.ytorrn. A~ex . McKay. 
Os.1,.11sdale , Ai..1.denH 
Pul.01::1s le Clyne 
C.L·i ecH Hue,h MuKenz1.1:1 
Du.1.ness liul. Hugh Mc,~ay 
Dornuch J..auy ~ordon. l!J'Iluo . 

MiHs Jean Gornun. 
Others . etc. 

The f a cl,or o vf Skelbo .i.lved at t 11e manljio11 hou1::1e before 

Lu.l:d D. 11 veu lihe.L·e. 

Extracts J..!'Om v. G!s State of Debts a.ud Claims upon t he -
Estate of Skelbu . 1771. 

Wadset of f .L·oncy to R chard Suthe.L.:_..1.c1.nu 0.1.· Pro.1.~c.:y dated 
8 ~ 1, u ' ly 161~. Ineftment thereof AUt:s• lol2 

,: vont.La.c.:t of Wt:i.ust:t to al:i a buve J. or tht... .La uds vf 
J+.blsco.r·s anu .1\. uckar..,er to J ames Suther.i.and of Proncy 
Dec t, 1687 Rt:decmau.Le for trOOO merks or £388 • 17, 9i 

Conl,rc:1.ct of ,ed1.. ... 1., of Lile \Jowri ancl lanus of .l!.vel ix etc I 
uy A.lo.>. . Le, ..... lJ .1·u s t o Patrick Dunoar o ... 0iddera. J ·.t-=f"" II · p. 
dated 2LJ.d Ap • .i.l 1u55. nedeemable ... or tv . 000 merks (n S-.J· 11 

~ f, iA tS i, .;,l.tJ.A I c0 l~ a..vJJv f 6 1 i 



'" 

I 

t>kelbo. cont. 

This vrau1:1et of notheJ.. aud over- Evc..1.ix,given to PavricA 
Dumuar, v1as by him , with th 1.,vnsent of tht:i earl of Duffus 
tJ..ansfrc-c:;u. to nug1t Su1,her.Lanu of n.ina1..ad in 16675'. This 

vispositivn prvves thGt tHe 10 .oou mbrAs hGd been ,1JaJ..d 
bt-sidelj this i.,he nads1:-tter wal:l bounu yo pay ,6 uu l ls 
of mea.L yt.-a.Lly. Th-...st. ,1Jc1.ymenl,s ln Aing "ere oft1..,n con-
verteu to a money !)aymt:;;nt, or a ppeaJ.. to nave been .Lt::ft 
unpaid 

r1eri ta b..1.e D-Ild by cJ a. WE' .uo:ru Duffus to i:,uthe.-. land of 
Eve..i.ix , for 3 . uoo merks S1.,0 vS foJ.. Da..1.na.maiu July l 69'+ 
ineft 17v3. 

11 It wou..Ld ap1-1ea r from tuls bond that t he c.1.eu.i tor e1J.teJ..ed 
into posst-ssion c1.t \lliits 1694,and thu.t .-... t- nas in raut 
romaint:;;d in ,1Jusse1:1sion ever bince. 

Contract of wads et vf the ..1.ands uf Rec::1,.L·qUJ.J.air, M.i.ln tuereoJ.' 
Asdale, and TJ..enc s to Wm i:,utherland, dated 1679 

Ditto for Blarich 1678, redeemc::1,ble for 4, 000 merks or£222 , 4 . ~ 
from this wadset it s eems th a t Hugh Suth. of Kinauld 
was brother to Wm. Suth. ot Hearquhair. 

Cont . of \7ad. James Lei. Duffus r.u A.Lex. Su .. herlanu. and 
Barbara Innes hi s spouse , f o:b t J.e ..1.aJ,dS of 1 ... e.1.k.1.e •1·orool 
~2 June 1w8O. 4, 300 merks . ~238 •• 17 ~~ 
This man uad a SOH Hugh, whol::le son \1as Keaneth Sutherl,:u ... d 
of Moikle Tvrbol pl1 

Sutherland of Cambus avie 
Wm Suth. of Duffus on the on~ hand anu Alex . SutheJ..lanu of 
Cambui:,avie Wadaet 25 ~t:;;u 1611 . Ale.r. Suth. disvuned tii.ei:se 
landb t o David S. his heir ~nefv lb june 1u~ 
His great grandsOJ.J. ther J..n 1741 

Heretable bond by cJ. Ld D. tu YacK y of .1.ordarrich. ,3 Mai 
.6~j 

Daviu Suth. of Morvich. his son and hc:;i.L Hugh Suth. of 
uinauld. The favner of David Suth. was A.1.e .... auder >JUth. 

nugh o . of Kinaulu died in 1696. l eaviug his lands to 
David S. merchant in Edin . his eldest son this man went 
bankrupt . His roungt-st brother wa,tj a uohn S. of I\t.quhc:.ir 

fal,her of the pEesent' R. ( 1771 ) He became factor 
ot t11e estate, and apparently managed to keep posst:iasion 
though having no proper wadset. from D. G. 

By f3n act of parliament m~de in the 1st pea.r of George 1 
entitled an Act for the attainder of George Earl of 1_ 

lfarishale "'tc Ken_._ ... 11 L. D. was attainted of high ~ ~ 



WADSETS h'ROU D. G.. i n order as they come 

Prvncy 1., 0 R1cHard SuuHerland Ju.Ly 16 1~ 

2 .Abiseor s and h.noearthur th Jame~ Sut h~r.r.anu of rronuy 
1st Dec ,687 7. 00~ O.r. £ ~db t, . ~ ~ 

3 ratrlck DlliAbar to Suthe.r.l· nu of Evelix . 
Patrick Dunbar received 8 wadoet of Eveli.;. fruw. LOd Duffus 

2 ... d April 1655 fed·eemable for 10, 000 marks. or £555 
This \'7Rdaet ue pas8t,Ct to 

Hugh Sutherland of Kinauld 167~. 

4 uuthl-.i.lauu or ::Velix for Daln.ama1u 1694. 1neft 1703. 
3.001,,merks 

5 '.'lllliam~ Su ... Her.r.anu fo.r. Rea.r4uhar ... ~ Ju..1.y 16, 9 , • 600 merks 
iuc.tuded in thd:& wadset are Asdale and mi.Ln 

Di tto for olari ch 16,8 for j. Ooo werks 

Hugh Sutherland of Kinauld for Craggi e a.nd ThBr 
~2 _._..cch 1 786. 
( stil.L possessed in 1 r71 ) 

A.te:>.ander Sutuer.tand and Berua 
for lleiKle ~orbvll 22nd of / une 
i n 1712 Hugh , son of above A.r.ex. 

VIJ.th Lord Duffu::s 

_4.nes 
1680 
Suth. 

his Spvus~ 

ha.d a dispute 

Alexana.er Sutherlanl..<. for tJJ.t: town anu lands of ur"dy and 
Baegruuy 4. 000 me1:ks war"h 1608 
Do for Uorness . 
( he 1s valled 1&e~ruuy ' fo.r. wegrudy, so verh~PR it is ' nt 

uhe same Alex es for -eikle T. 

Alex2mder Sutherland for Cambusavie 25 Febuary 161 1. 
He dir-poned t .. ese _ands ... o hi~ ::;on David. t 642. 

Jameo Gordon vf Daipho.r.ly for Kilfedder. 

ll.:'1.ckay for Tor .... ar1:och. 

L0e.lly in nossession ot· HearL1uha~r 

12 April 1688 

Clnimed that those lands were given to David SuthlDnd 
of Uorvich , and by him to his heir male Hugh S. of K'inauld 

Bond of Jar1cs Ld. D. to ~uthe .... _and o1 oc i bc.1..crosH 
1686 
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