





gtraining to master halr a dozen subjects,to learn

itin and Hebrew,to study music painting ana poetry.

In 1866, ucoiwe venpster sola Bkibo. He moved
further south and settled at Ormiston Hall in =Zast
Lothilan. The nelces divided themselv=s between
Ormlston and Dunnichen, where Kate kept house with
her brother. From this tlme,for more than twenty
yeara, Helen and her frilend kept up a tlrelss
correspondence,only one | f of which has survived,
but so closely did they keep up with one znother
that the lives of both can be judged from Helen's

letteras alone.

"l think of early Victorian women as lendlngq
restricted " 1ives, ignoring that for mony the res-
-trictions renresented dignity und security; yet to
gtruggle for 1ndepend:nce was to be labelled zs
" advanced”. But the Dempsters were certaiuly
1ot restricted as to movement. From Bkibo to
Dunnichen, Junnichen to London,London tb vevonshire

or to the continent and back agailn,they travelled



with no more fuss than we ghhull mike of a motor-trin

to the Lakes. True,there was always a backpround of
ladles' maids,butlers snd footmen,and a large household
wag as much part of their existence as the clothes they
wore; but 1t was railwny-travel thst made so many
changes nossible, in contrast to the generatlon ovrevious
to theirs,which had made infreguent journeys hy Mail
Conch,or if wealthy,had driven thelr well-up »>lstered
carriages over the newly-made roads of Hngland and

the continent.

Life at Yrmiston was very socliable, 1n summer
and autumn there was 2 con8tah ierlies of visitors,
who came,not for a week-end, but for a fortnisht,

a month,o wven 1 ager . And :he visltors brouzht
theilr maids ana va :t8,their chilaren,even the

gova rnass. There were also the county neighbouars.
In the sunmer of 1866,Forfarshire was v ry -ay,

" svery day we go somewhere or someone comes to see
us

" writes ‘‘elen. The uay before the Carne“zies

o” Lour hadi driven over ~with 31l thelir p-rty and
arrive  half p-~st vo1ing on an lapromptu














































































