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D. G. to Delvin 

9 April. 

Sir 

1756? 

I h.1.d not time in my last to make you a r·eturn of your 

favourc of the 19th inst . By lt I observe tha t My Lord ls 

/7) 

determi ned that all his farmers , those in bad a s wel l as those 

in good circ~~stances sh~ll be charged the same ? as the 

farmers were told to r1eet vl z sven pounds Scotts per boll , 

hi s Lordships orders i n t his sha l l ~e obl iged, t ho 1 it must 

bo owned that it ' " very erisy and reasonable conversion to the 

that are i n good clrcwnstances , yet the bulk of them are i n 

very mean c i rcumst ances , and the easi est conversion that could 

be proposed 20~~»m01Z1z will be too much for them consideri ng 

those three seasons bad crops they have had. The reason I 

had t o pr opose a - - - ? - - to some c ountry gentl emen tha t my 

Lord could confide i n , was t hat they could best judge whi ch 
ought 

of t e farmers e0tdd be chrrged a lower and v1hi ch a hi gher o 

conversion, after proper i nquiry i nto some necessary circtmstan

~ces , which it could not be supposed My Lord himself would talceh 

the trouble to do. But as . .!y Lord does not oeem to relish 

anythi ng o<B: this nat ure , •I shall say no more about it , and 

have theref ore fil ed up the ? pri ce of the arrears 

a.gr feable to your lest. I t ls uneasy matte1.· for me to 

turn good parts of several pari shes waste , a nd ~ 

to beggar y , by takin~ up what ? have for payment of thei r 

arrears , whi ch otherwi se wi l l not soon be pai d , but the conse 

quences to the Earl' s i nterest would be worse if therecwas 

not a prospect of other tennants to thos e possessions for 

?let l and become waste , i t wo ' nt be an easy matter to get t m 

, 



two lines illegible. ------ if my Lord is positive on that 

head likewi s e . 
• 
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D. G. to Delvin lffl.~Ui Jan 25 / 58. 

•.•.....• .• about the money on my hands , I cannot yet 

tell you. The price of cattle having unexpectedly fallen 

this last season 11,_~s made the payments on this country in 
general more b, ckw ,rd tham otherwise they would be , ao the 
people kept their G'ltt1e on hand in expe1&tation of the :prices 
a t the later mercats , in which they were disapointed, and 
by that means severalshave their cattle still on hand that 
they had in view to answer their credit. This with the 
l ast year ' s dearth of corn and low ~ri~e of cattle , has rend
ered the poorest sort to great straits, 'Severals of wl}om are 
not able to hold their possessions longer , but must go to 
sErvice o_ beggin5, and some possessions must inevetkbly be 
waste, and a.a this year ' s crop i s by all appearance not ·nuch 
better than the last years , the tennants straits and arrears 
must still increaqe , rnore especially that the price of all 
countr,_, comodities are fallen as well as the cattle. Ta 
The mo9t of the tennantP ' this estate have but sT'la.11 
posses ions,and small 9tocks ~nd ~ few bad crops will sweep 
away their substance. These are truths that will be 
disagreeable to my Lord to hear, but I assure you are in 
no ways axagerated ( as likely some will be apt to believe) 
but will be more nd more felt by his Lordship the more 
he io aquainted with his est ate and affairs, and wh!ble the 
maxim continues ( which has been pretty much follov,ed of 
late) of bringing all the small tennantry into the Earl/s 
hands, and raising the rentQ without any adquec~te imorovments 
on the lands, the payment of the rents will be more and more 
precarious; and the grounds in several places are really 
run out , and yield no crops owing to their constantly 
labourin~ the same without any rest . I have rather 
said too much on this subject. 

I a~ dr Sil.' 

'!Ry / 58 
Lady Evelix ' s jointur was only £25, odd stirlin~ per annw:i 

June17 / 58 
The clergy are now tryina to get i n Hu~h Rose as minieter 
fo.c Dorne.eh, They a,..,parantly f a iled t o get him i n to Loth 

Dec . 58. 
Hugh Ro~e is now tryinrr to get arypo inted to Criech, if he 

hears that the Earl is _opposin~ his presentation he will 
raise all the opposition he -can, and his new alliance ai th 
Glastullich I a sister ~nay 'Brin several of th0 herl tors to his 



side. 
28th Dec/ 58 

Carrol is in tender health 
59 27 Jan. 

Carrol had departed this life on the 14th, while D. G. 
was on his annual trip to Strathnaver. In him the F.a.rl 
has lost a true and stead, friend , and the count ry a useful 
worhty man. He had unluckily delayed sett l in,, his affairs 
till qis last sickness , and though he then laboured 

aeeidously to put them on a propBr foot i ng , he was too 111 
for anything effective to be done. His hear is in 
Jarnat ca followins the business of surgeon 

17 / 59 
Evelix is now in a very destitute conditi on, he wants to get 

acsess to the office houses of Evelix , and has not been 
given permission . His possession of Dalnama1n also kept 
by Tordarroch. He wants to get the mansion house and offices 
of Evelix for some years and if he cannot get them he has no 
where to go with his family. D. G. is evidently sympathetic. 

13-0ct. 1759 

Last week a.nd this I have been with the Earl in Strathnaver 
and the Parish of K1ldonnan,and naext week and the wek there
after will nearly coCTplaet ou~ circuit thro ' the Eest of the 
estate on the recru1tine: business. The method we take 1s 
to appoint a rendezvous of the men of each pa .• :1sh , and at thee 
meetin~ such as are fitt to be soldiers are s elected, and from 
these we again (select?) such as are not tennanta whom 
we i:!lITl"diartely enr--:i""e for the regiment , and those that 
remain v;ho are tennants , are told that if the F.a.rl 
cannot otherwise complete the regi ment , they are to be 
afterwards called upon. Tho 1 the Earl has not 
hitherto met with any untoward 

26 / Oct 59 • 

•. . . . D. G. says that the ~arl ls anxiuos to have 
Captain George Sutherland ( Langwell ' s brotheri at 
I!idGarty, only the mansion house and office houses are 
ruinous . The earl has a particular regard for the Captain, 

and in order to save an out lay of money he tells D. G. 
to look round for some other suitable place for him. 

t D. G. c4n only think of Rearquhair s place , some bui ldings 



put up there by Captain 1foKay should be in good condition 
when his lease eYnires . The wretghed R. is still in debt 
to General St. Clai~ though young R is going to'make a 
push ' to regain possession when the lease expires, 
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