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Dear  Mr  Be l l

Thank  you  fo r  you r  l e t , t e r  and  you r  k ind  comments  on  my  a rL i c re
on  sheep  fa rm ing .

I  a m  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  y o u r  w o r k  o n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f
t h e  R i v e r  E v e l i x .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  s i t e s  t o  b e
r e c o r d e d .  I  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n L  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
t h i s  a r e a  a n d  e n c l o s e  s o m e  v e r y  r o u g h  n o t e s  o n  D e m p s t e r r s  m u i r
s e t t l e r s .  r t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  E h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t s  o n  t h e
h i l l  g rounds  were  Garva ry ,  s leasda i r i dh  and  To rb reck  on  Loch
B u i e .  P u i l l  F r a o i c h  w a s  f o r m e r l y  w i t h i n  t h e  s l e a s d a i r i d h
g r a z i n g  a n d ,  l i k e  m a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s m a l l  s e t t , l e r n e n t s  ,  w a s
a l m o s t  c e r t a i l l y  c r e a t e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  D e m p s t e r t s  p o i i c i e s .  A
su rvey  o f  L825  wh ich  I  f ound  among  the  Cour t .  o f  Ses i i on  reco rds
s t a t e s  t h a t  t P i l l  f r a o i c h t  c o n s i s [ e d  o f  7 . 8  a c r e s  a r a b l e  a n d
meadow,  wh ich  a t ,  7 /6  pe r  ac re ,  gave  as  es t , ima ted  ren t  o f  [ - 2  18
6 .  B y  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  s m a l l  s e i t l e m e n t ,  o f  L e a d n a m o n e  t o  t h e
e a s t r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  2 . 5  a c r e s  a r a b l e  a n d  m e a d o w  w h i c h  w a s  v a l u e d
a t  3 / -  p e r  a c r e .  A  r e n t a t  o f  L h e  s k i b o  e s t a t e  f o r  1 8 9 3  o r  4
g n l y  l i s t s  t h e  h i l l  g r a z i n g  o f  ' c l a i s - n a - s i n n e i g '  l e t  t o  J o h n
L o g a n  a n d  o t h e r s  f o r  t 2 6  o n  a  5 - y e a r  l e a s e  f r o m - w h i t  1 8 9 0 .

I  h o p e  t h e s e  n o t e s  m a y  b e  o f  s o m e  u s e  t o  y o u .  -  T f  I  f
anyth ing e lse I  w i l l  pass i t  on.  I  l " " lc*  
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P l e a s e  f i n d  e n c l o s e d  a  s k e t c h  m a p  o f .  t h e  E v e l i x  s e t t l e m e n t s ,
hea r th  tax  re tu rns  fo r  Dornoch  (1694) ,  and  two  cop ies  o f  an
a r t i c l e - r  pub l i shed  i n  ve rnacu ra r  Bu i l d ing  l as t  yba r -pe rhaps
you  cou ld  pass  on  a  copy  to  you r  f r i end  M i  Rober i son . -  The '
j ou rna l  m igb t  we l l  be  i n te res ted  i n  you r  su rvey  o f  pu i l r
F r a o i c h .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  f o s s i b l e .

A i rdens  was  owned  by  the  l a te r  Grays  o f  c re i ch  un t i l  L lL6  when
Rober t  Gray ,  commissa ry  o f  suLher land  g ran ted  the  l ands  to  h i s
nephew_Rober t , ,  t he  i n fan t  son  o f  James-Gray  o f  C re i ch .  Rober t .
GFgy  o f  A i rdens  became a  wr i t e r  i n  Ed inbu rgh  and  i n  1751  was
gbrg - !9  F "v  osp i sda le  where  he  made  subs tan t i a l  improvemen ts .
rn  L767  he  mar r i -ed  Marga re t  t he  he i ress  o f  Rober t  Gray  o f
c re i ch .  However ,  i t  l a te r  emerged  tha t  he  was  by  the i r  a l ready
deep ly_ in  deb t .  I n  L777  } : . i s  es ta te  was  seques t r -a t .ed  w i th  deb is
9 - f  f 2 1 8 7 - 5  w h i l e  A i r d e n s  a n d  o s p i s d a l e  w e r e  v a l u e d  a t  f 1 r 6 0 6 .
T h e  l a n d s  w e r e  s o l d  t o  G i l c h r i s t  i n  1 7 8 3

9g9Tg"  Demps te r  o f  Sk ibo  so ld  Ba lb la i r  Lo  S idney  Hadwen  o f
K i l donan  Lodge  in  1861 .  The  l ands  were  desc r ibLd  as  the"N inepenny  l ands  o f  Macka i l l  i nc lud ing  tha t  po r t i on  the ro f
co rnmon ly  ca l l ed  Ba lb la i r  w i th  l he  houses  and  o the rs l  and  a
sma l l  po r t i on  o f  t he  l ands  and  Barony  o f  sk ibo  to  the  eas t " .
The  rema inde r  o f  t he  Sk ibo  es ta te  was  so ld  to  Thomas  Ch i rns ide
o f  W a r r i b e e  P a r k ,  V i c t o r i a ,  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1 8 6 6 .

I  saw the  l e t t e r  i n  t he  Nor the rn  T imes  ques t i on ing  my
in te rp re ta t i on  rega rd ing  Dona ld  Mac leod :  i f  we  a l I  s topped
where the wr i ter  suggests there would be no h is tory  woi : i t r
read ing  !
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