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these mysterious r a ces will no doubt be f'amiliar with 

Dr Joseph Anderson's'Pagan Scotland! in which he descri bes 

in detail the brochs and cRirn he himself visited and 

examined,but th~r~ ~·e ,.iany othere who might be interested 

if they knew they were in the immediate neighbourhood. 
\... 

At Ach-Q.oille-nam-Borgie on the east side of the 

river Naver , close to the roadway from Bettyhill to Skelpick , 

anJ about two miles from the former, t here are l..wo long 

chambered ca:trns in a line,and in their immediate neighbour 

hood a l arge number of small turnuli . Two miles to the south 
11\..l, J ' ' 

of this there is anothE chambered cairn,200 feet long by 
A. 

28 feet broad and 15 feet high. A straight passage in the 

centre leads to two circulxr chambers, divided by two slabs, 

The walls of these chambers are of great stones set on end 

at intervals all r ound , the spaces being filled up with 

dry walling. Chambered cairns like tho se a t Skelpic are 

fond in other parts of the county , partially destroyed in 

many cases. They resemble those found ~n other parts of 

Scotland, and have thier essential characterietics in common 

with the Long Barrows of Wiltshire,Gloucester , Somserset , 

and York. In the south, crude pottery and flint arrowheads 

have been found in them,but though no implements,ornaments 

or pottery were found in Sutherland or Caithness with the 
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single exception of a leaf-shaped arrow head of flint , they 

have so many peculiar characteristics in common, that the 

inference is that they were built by a homogenous people 

spread over the whole area of Bi,ittain. 

Beside these great cairns there are numbers of 

small tumuli , show1ng that the slope was used in prehistoric 

times as a burial ground. Evidence points to their being used 

by successive generations for burials , and though nothing ha s 

been found to indicate that the builders knew the art of 

writing,they must have been f a r removed from the ape-like 

people one might have imagined. Such vast erections must 

have taken time to build and required many hands to erect 

them , ~nd that meant discipline and a sett led e~ mode of 

life for a wandereing people would not return to bury their 

dead in one place. 

By comparison with the these cairns and twnuli 

thebroch is an up-to-date residence only l ately vacated. 

With them the borderline of history is approached , and they 

are now universally considered to havo been inhabited by a 

beltic race. They are not found outside Scotland , though 

numerous in the north , particularly in Sutherland Caithness , 

and Orokney. In Sutherland alone there are 67,often only 

\ 4 a mile apart and sometimes separated only by a few hund.J'3~d 




