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A~mus 1',lACKAY 

P 3.ge 140 

Lord rleay 
Newc astle . 

imprisoned in ..:.d.inburgh Af'ter the fall of 
Reay & Crawfor imprisoneci in ~dinbur~h uastle 

Set fre~ after Kilsyth. Returne~ home an involved in 
a •ispute wit11. the ~arl oP 0utherl na . oaid ~o '1 ve sola 
"'trathnaver to i:>uth<>rlana. in 1642. h<lCKay s::ifs no 
proof ~n1 that Lord Hey had t11.e sup~r1ority qs late as 
16'3?. . 

•.. Mlc~ay says r.)ut"lerl~na was cla iming the land s on behalI' 
~· his v1.ssal or rorboll an ~s Lieuten~nt or ~utherlana 

s 2e 1rorct.on o" oallach re raid of the 
~RUIDS Au~ust 1646 . von~irmei vy a 
~o neay . Vol 111 out11.erl nu Dook 

Aber adih l•.1ackay s at 
let ~r rrom odtherlana. 

.Parl i ameni:, ·· stooa. 
f"I st to the !!,; . cttt ::>, etc 'I 
rhe ..:!.Sta tea 27th uarc h 1647 oru.'be'""1.Q; J9tt;eeope 11mci-Anl 
o ~;C)liilM1• ddt~)cj\if assist, 1s own rtir:::;hl qnd rs in 
brin~i ~~ Rey to book 

7 " wi<-11. t 1Bse levies ::,ut'1er1 Bnd 'lU.V"nceci to !jen rlosal on 
the east boraer or 0tr1.thn ver ihere 1d was met by tteay & 
some t ~rms o~ SP.ttlement m ae . 

<../ rte!:ly 3 rb rke.1 t 1·hurso !'"'r .uenmar '-{ ano. :lies ai:, 
L,ope nh1.gen in tli.e s,rinq or l b49 . ,11s bO'lY carr1ea to 1ongue . 

JO>{'T ~nu Lord rleay . 

After ~'11lhau~'1 enQ o~ 1645 . so,e o• the 1rish levies 
escauea to ~tat~n1.ver Je il ,1111qmson vhe Aberach 
~ebuary 1649 eil ~ a75':"!" her 1---· 1·nur~o 11e went to 
procure/:.mmuni- tion 11s lrish beg·m to plunder, rtow ·•1ith the 
peoul8p t: ~hureesul -M..n"" feuc.1 s with vai thness 

30th J anu1.ry 1649 Charles 1st executed, also ·~ntly & 
Hamilton 

27th .I:' ebu~ry r<.eay & Nacli.enz1e captur::lu Inverness 
a e e , aral ."l w ~a s . 
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'J._ 
Angus Mackay BOOK 014"' MACKAY 

Jo~m 2na Lord rteay . 

LorGt £le ho . Gomm,rna1ng at Ab rcte ·n wr1 tes t..1.e l!..arl o!' S. 
~othin~ n~~d be expected from us here till the slowness of 
Gal thness & lnhe malignancy of ;:,trana~r and Assynt w·.,1ch are 
within our division are taken cours • with 

It ls no wonue1· that the I'1aster o"' J:<.e qy doth g ive n1;; 
obed1 ~nce to the ~st~tes, when in spite or them he does ~t;;dp 

an open table to the Msrquis of Huntly in his f~elds and as 
th4y do r eport doth go openly to th~ir churches which I do · 
admire ( wond ~r ) the Est , tea should so 1 ng suffer . " 

Huntly did not retunn to Aberdeen till after the vattle of 
Kilsyth. 

After the defeclt of 1•1on ~rose at Philphaugh towards the close 
of 1645 etc : 
Neil invaded Sutherla nd in 1646 and spoiled the ~ rays at Gruids. 

The feud over the death of Ne il Mackay at Thurso {asted for 
ye ~rs, The Mackays r aide , Ua ithness. 

2?nd Bbuary 1649 ( Ch . executed 30th Jan) Master of Reay and 
Maclcenzies to t'1e nur:iber of 700 attacked & captured Inverness. 
but ~e~rin~ of reinforcements advancin~ they soon thereafter 
returned to the hills for safety, to return again on M4y 3rd. /64? 

see Wardlaw Ms. 
Aft,r Inverb0ss-- they set out for Balveny Castle on the 

Spey , where they quartered awaiting the arriv~l of Middleton 
at the head of strong f ~rce of Gordons. 
MacKenzie of Pluscarden and others went off to meet Middleton 

Col Kerr, Racket & Strachen nade 4 ~creed march & surprised 
thn in th~ night time, aft•r fierce fighting in which 400 
Hi ~hl9nders were k lled caprl{I'ed the survivors, Lor l Reay 
among them . Hu~h MacAay of Scoury was allowed to lead 
the diearmed Mackays b ck to StrathnAver, but Reay & a few 
of the others were brought to ~dinbur~h and cast into prison. 
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111iackays Anp;u s .t1lacEia y J 

o--1t i s a wonder he did not lose his head--~-- With the terror 
of the axe i mpend ing he was forced to sign blank bonds to 

the Grays o f Sutherland in n ame of damages for spoila tion 
committe 3dpn them by his troops w~ile ~arc~ing south tha t 
p:n ctically denuded him of most of his est ,q te . 11 

This appears from an action raised in the C: of Session 1679 
to reduce the caar ters of appraising secured by the Gr ~ys 
over parts of the Heay proberty. 'l'he plea t hen nut for ard 
-- was that the bonds on which t 're Grays executed were 
extorted from him by force & fear , a ulea t hat satisfied 
the 0ourt 

( the Qrays were the Grays of Arbol & Achluy . ) 

About t l-tis period t ·,ere are various entries in t ·,e rtecords 

rl LOI of Parliament bearing upon ~eay . A suplica tion wa s pre s ented 
~~l to P: 3rd Fe~ 1649 by the~ of S & ~is vassqls a skin~ for 

assistance to r epre ss the incursions of armed ba nds of Mackays 
& :bo t h i s en i they w ere granted 100 merkk monthly out of t he 

/~J &. shire of Sttther; a nd. On 16th March the E of S compla ined 
"'t I t hat 5000 merks of r ent due out of Stra thnaver were seize<:(. 

by t 11e l•.aster of Re y, tha t the Li of s . is in constan t 
dxead of be ing invaded & t hat 400 men qre constantly watching 

148 the mar ches 

On the 14 .,h June t he Esta tes empoured the ~ . of S . to build 
& occupy with 100 soldiers a sconce i n Strathnaver, and from 
qn entry a few days later it appe ars that the monthly 
expense of the garrison amounted to £1114 13 6d. of 
which the bur~h of ~,£lornoc h wa s t o pqy £ 27 

the ruins of t he sconc e , which wa s hor seshoe s~aped may yet 
be seen about 100 Y.ds b eiow the burn of Langdale---
On 28th June t he ~states orda in thqt Lord Re ~y is to rema in 

149 in prison till t he~~ public debts incurred by him 1nd the 
ch~r ge s against him are paid out of t he prouerty . On the 4th 

/ b J-t q -~7:August the Earl of S: and 11.is vas s "l.l s report their loss es 
at the hands of Reay, those of the ~arl amounting to 
£20,935 . 6. 8d and t hose of Sir Robert Gor :ion to £~0,834. 10.4 

very liberal estimate s-- ThJy plead t hat the se losses 
should be recouped out of ~e~ ' 8 ~gta te. This wa s granted 

by Parliamentand rteqy con em e lie in prison until rull 

satisfaction is g iven . 
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Book of Mackay p 3 

see Gordon of dallach re Montrose 1650 

Charles II l anded at the mouth of the Spey june , 
150 15th July a ~ar r ison planted at Tongue ubder P.tac..-,iOOd of 

Assynt to lee p th.e Mockays from rising 

P 148Action raided in the Court of ~ession 1679. · the bonds on which 
the Grays execute~ were extorted from him r Reay) by force 
and fear , a plea which satisfied th.e court . 

It is further atated tha t the decreet of ~ppraising obtained 
by the Grays was" allowed by the Commissioners for 
administration of justice for the people of ucotland in 1650." 

About ::.'1is time there are various entries i n the Record s 
o "" Parl i ciment be ,~rin.o; upon .Kea . A supplication was presented 
to Paliament 3rd l<'eb¼ 1649 hy the J:!.oarl of l::i : and his vassals 
asking assistance to repres s t he incurtions of armed ban i s 
of Mackays, and to this end they were granted 400 merks 
monthly out of the eh.ire of Suth erl na . On 16th March 
the 8: of S; complqined thaJ 5000 merks of r ent due out of 
Strathnaver were seized by t he Master of Rea.y th'1t t J.i.e county 
of Suth.erla~ is in constant dread of bein~ invaded and 400 men 

are constantly watching on the marche s. On the 23rd Hay 
th.e Estates granted a warrant to the Maj istratea of ~din: to 
detain as prisoners Lord Reay, Duncane Mckay,Hobert McKy 
Rorie Mcleod etc. 

148 para about the sconce comes just after t his. 

Battle of Dunbar 

149 Before the close of the year Reay made his escape 
150 from .l:!ii.inb 1~~h prison . vromwell agreed not to interfere 

if his lady coul~ ~et him outside the urison walls 

f-iis l ady and his servant, John Mackay always had acess to 
him. 1here were two grenadier sentinels on the en~ry to 
the p1~1 son. "hen ray gu t ab I ar as t'le sentinc:.Ls, his 
servam:, se::izeu. t:iem b oth anu. laiu tn ,.ii rlat . 

J'?J.,hn j/ia,Ckay Wci.,j .Lii!p.L· J.sont::i anu t,1•ieu. t)Ut, :r·epr·it:iVo::u. 

On jru ecember 1650 uharles 11 anu the l!ista 1.,es rnot. at 
~ert.h,whe8 the a 1s turbeu state or the country was cons1aerea 
& orr icers appointea. ror the country · l::l aerence • ·1·0 
He1J i•iackay or -coury was entrustea the ch<1rge of ra11:).s1ng 
men in .::>c.rathnaver, & a rew a ays art .;r•wards the l!.State s 
passed an oru.1nance that ~ne garrison kept in ot.rathnaver 
ahoulQ no longer ba chqrgabl~ t.o th0 public purse . 
mar ~n~~lt.i6~~ ~nv@~Me@soha~~~l~ ~ayt~6rt.H@r!~R~a~clans 
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lu -•p.1. .Ll. l tJ:, l, a levy or 1•1ackays ana other nort.hern clans 
passea. trir·ough .wvernessp n their way t.o tne kincf s 
renaezvous 9t .:>t.ir11ng . .rne Mat.:Kay s were unu. r the 
commana of uap : ~(LL.Liarn 1•1ackay ot" .dorley , nephttw of Hugh 
•'lackay of .ocourie. un 51::, u July 1.!'le .:>1.,ott.1sh ar-my 
be~an 1 vs march southw us unu.er· t.no H.1.np; anu on jra oepte ber 
was u.dI"dat.ea. at ,,orc est.e1· . --- pr·ison:::r·s sol-1 ai:; i:;laves 
to t.hd w~st .1na1es but .t•.tacKay ou ourley eluae..i cap t ure 
& maue rii s way back to .:>1:,rathnaver • 

.after wYurcester .tL vharlt:::!s patideu over• co end con-tint:::!nt 
cc by ,t,·ebuary 16:,2, the whole o:r ...,1.,0 t.lr·tnu. was ga.c.1. 1sone'"'" 

oy vrom~l.l'b ~oldiors 

L'...,bua:r.·y 10:,4 .t•11.uulcc.on 1.1.nllch.1. at t.r'J.e Little rt' erry 
as llliht v in .., of the rtoyal.J.sLs Wiun 3UO ban el.t:3 or 
powaer ana 5UOO st.anlls o r ru·ms .... opOdJ.~eu in o~e1.oo cast.le 

procedue up wtrath vyKel as !ar as ~ ssynt ra1s1n~ tne 
count ·ysi..1e anJ. r·r'O'"'l tne!'d w n t co o u_· tnnavt:H' wnere hoay 
jo1n'd .... n1m w1tn 2u0 men noay &: M wen"t t.o .Lhurso 
r tuL·n -· 1 to Akelbo where tncy wer·e jolne~ uy ..>ir lT .... orgc 
••lunro o! Uulrain,u-.1enca1:en cc o ~hers . J.JU ,:,l be1:,ween •Tl.encairn 
ana. .t•.1.UnL' o at, -ve ly .,c . 

n.eay wastea tne ""'Uther·lan.J. l anu.b l.a"t r t.hey wi::nt. t.o 
w1ek .1.-HCJ.<1let.on ctere'3.teJ. at u1.ene .Lg . 

ow that. or, 'L ' wai:; .ci:: stored, 1 t was the turn or t he 
outho-::r'lH-na men c.o sett.le BCOL'es Wi vh n.cay 6c v1e~· ulu it 
on vna bon J.s exto.nteu at. ~inbu.1.·~h. -Lo,,· ru8 the close of 
16::,:, ,uL·ay or 1..1.1. 1.ech 1.n·ey 01 .t1uchly & LTora.on 01 \Jordonstown 
got eh r 1.,ers or appraistiment over a consitHH·ao.Le uortion 
0 ' !1.f::J "' Yclco propc.1· t,y . ;_• 1 VB yi:;;.,,a.1·s l Rt.f::Jr unu , •. t~l.u •l 
all "t~lb was rovertieu 

v1a1v or· Lo •u Lovat t.o J.JU!'~ness See ••arul a1">' • 

Lor• .1. ueay dit::u. lbbO 2 mari i t::u i. 
11 .i;aL·baea -.1.au 01. v u l nu ,,.11 •·lc:t.vkayll 

ki. ~ L"" {,IU,h 1k i ~J 1 
L~ {,t~ k~ 6-t_j._c_o.JLO 1 
~ ~ f'<\MJ~ "ti 'I-<>-~ 

.L"' ;c: Oe.L.i..a u1.nclair 
01. .:;;c,;oury 
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.imgu _ • ..a.c kay 

volonel .willbur'1.d mau1:1 v .Ln v o:r 0r omwcill' s _O1·eci:; 

.:>o 1, :pover i srt 
sell '1.iS 'Ol?t:.e . 

ui t. e 
oerore 

""' or 1.J : become , 
e u.i ea. i 1 1 7b9 . 

u-enc:ral u u r·n 1•.ackay o ..:>1.,;oury 
\.:l':::nca·cl.l a eY'leas , 2nu son o f Lor ..... .1:ta.ay 

-c, :ia t he: haa t o 

5 

/ 
Jn the: 4:.11 ,Jept.ember lb.) ( "(, 1-:: 1 st .uo::."-... !'I. '°Y vonsoli u. vdU his U-bvb 

1·1 l,:; 1 ... ,o b c,_ J uUn ·o 0:. .u.c 1nc ,,; J ' a d ., - - .L nu. ].J. hi i:; 1 !'""'0 lip 
--,u.J.·C:h ~du aL..L ., o J..LU ull1, ounus .:i.nu 0UDtJc:qu-, 11.il by 
ar1·c.1.r. :;du uOO 1. bo11u o,i a~p1•:...il:IJ..1 .JI/-.J. u'1- H-io l o e~ L9.1.10 

vu ••-.!"~ •• vvu ..!. V44 -G¼i~ .f.J., ... ·.) C OU<l..., ·,1 ,:, ,~U1..,1..Li.',._,, Utl 

(h., .LJ. o·t' .:.'1e _,c'Y J.ac..i.J.ly oy ... : . 40...,_(ay o· . .J ~--J.Y , sran son 
OJ. on2l1 ~aLloc1 o. wcoury 

T.1 t·1e a u tun'.n of 1 677 , .Jo.nl d ·-1.ster of R y m"' .. r i eu 
..ti,.1n a.au or ~ J. o. Gdor ;e .·.un. o o' v u.Lr _ i.1 . v .... . 1 '-' oI tne 
rorc s o.,_· -ra-c. D 1 1 1., ai'1 1., 1:: i.J.'St. botlu. i.1 _u es..,1O11 
\I :::; as::ilf1eu ... o ..... 1-, ll-eu1'S ,1a s 1.OI' v.LY c .e1·t:::a.!. 1.i~..c· :r:a1seu -n 
1ct _ 0.1. r.__,u.u0 1.i.1 J'l in Gl.'lc v. o l:> 1:::.., .. .1O 1 6 0.~L•- v .., lt;j ..z_ °'J.., 
~ rO1-O'1.s , '1O.L~ ... 0 on en r1.1-~s 01 ? pr i si~- of a large 
port.ion o:t' the ne y prop 1·t.y 

.1.· 1..., -)J.' i :lciu· .L 1Jl:::11. i.;_· ,ht: prosecu tion ,.,.,;:,; , 1.1hat t e 
\.:ri.'ays U, Uv.lv .. .., ..._ ,i. .J.0 4 9, u ju1::11:,ly eXuOr uc .J.L1 U uonn trlt:U 

1-.a,..,1., .,,.• uI .... ay ruinou s bou ..... ::i on pr.:: 't enu.e l;jpo.Ll at.ion 
w 1ilc: no "'";:, 111 p .c i son an"' .LJ in , 0.011' me1·cy 1.1na1.i 
a1· u ~l",!, ... ·-... 1::1 un I.I.lo ,.:, vJ.,t:: 1 ·en UJ. vild,JC .J0£1 .::, vUcy U't 

'(, SU.::,1:1J.v,ei;; inf e:: J. "(, 111 ·1J.o J Uu.1::1 . J. ilc V L'l.l.Lvv O. uUe 

(.,QU...'u W ::S t,nqe, as ,.lto-.:;.y L O witLeu. ul- i:tvuu u. <:>00 lat1on 
e.., ~')I_J .Lv~ UJ. J.'.'1 u 18 Ub.pclu .1 1.i.., UJ. _ 1::1ula i e r J.vil 0 10::: 

.in:S o L-0 .IDi S iO 1 n . .l i:, a;.; c. -·c:: .., c:.:. 1·6 j_ ...1,uvl., l'L.8 

own l n-ci Wt:l~u ~poll ~u .a~ nlb hJuso::: a t ~ongu .... our nt 
\','11.Lt <:>vJ.·v,n~ •• .i .... 1..1 le - . t oiiL1::a ..JOllu.o -n ... 1,;CinovQU ,lt., 

v'l. .,_•1.,.a'b O- a:oor aising ,..,L o::: nu.LJ. cc VOJ.1.A . _u1· 1.in L' , t.1at. 
s u l'la!X' .::>J._• r!.eo r:;; Ha.:> aSo i 3net: OI t. e bolu. L . 1637 

t.11..: 11 0 clairn O V dJ. c.ht:: t:il:>'t~'td Od.LOU::,vu. t o h i m. 

J.tle b o n0. , 1a.!:l nan c ~ o vo:::l' 1.,0 vne j.r•-. Lo1·u. neay so'1 
o.:.· .i.'i.uu. r-i.unr o by - unal...:. N:3..:. 1.1c_ u1 .1.\. cy 

lb (u u!l.v J.•J8,l::l"C,-;::r r'inisht:u. tue r 'OU.Llu.in OJ. ... on~ue H~ -"'-
ou_·nt ·1n lb:,b by ... i1 J _o.,_•ues o t. 1 e -.,o monwea.Lva 
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