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But b1r rlobert Gordon's journey to Sutherland 

in the autumn of 1633 was chie.fly £Qncerned with 

disputes between the arl of Sutherland~d Lord Re ~y . 

The Chief of the ~ckaya had r e turned to sirathnaver 
I ~ 

overwhelmed by debts he had incurred in r a1 ing thousands 
' of men fo~ s ~ vice 1n the armies of Gustavua Adolphus. 

The money owed to him by King Charles had never been 
' 

repaid~.-ia~tr.imonial troubles had aQ..d'ed to hie liabilities : 

to take advant~ge of hie unhappy situation. To the 

Earl of Sutherland he rel1njU1shed t he warrandice of 

Strathnaver ~ receiv~?'rrom the E~rl a feu charter 

of the anda of Durn~ . By this chqrter, hackay 

acknowledged the Earl of Sutherland as hie Superior, 

and accented all t he bonds t h is i mpoaad under Scotl~nd ' s 

mediaeval system of Land Tenure . 

/(, 3 jt. was a year of famine in the nov~ , a bad 
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harvest in the autu:nn of 1633, meant a loss of seed 

for the followinB spring and a shortage of meal 

throu~~out the ye[ r . In Caithnesa the poor 9r sort 

of peonle were reduced to such an extremtty that t!-J.e y 

killed t~eir very do~s and eat them and multitudes 

died in the Qpen fields . The Privy Council was 

appealed to but recommended the auffer~s to the charity 

of their countrymen . They afterwards sent supplies 

of vitual, but not in time to save a most deplora~le 

mo:btality . 

Angus 1••ackay of Bighouse died in this year; 'Jordon 

of ~allachy says of him" he was much lamented in that 

dyacie , being a very active and able gentleman . rte 

was taken away be witchcraft . The witch was afterwards 

apprehended and execut~d, who at her d •ath confessed 

her cry me . " The oeople of Sutherland were much 

troubled by witches in the 17th century, and doubtless 

a story of superstitious fears, torture an d ~ath, 

lies behind this state~0 nt . No form of brutality 

was condemned if it was used to extract a confession 

• 
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I ,f uncle, suspending by mutu ~l agreement the r edemption 

thereof until Whiteunday, J,.6,38 . 

/ In the norther.n rligh~ds the harvest of 1633 was 

a railure. This meant a loss of seed f or the following 

spring- and ~;;,-shortj).8~ (?J,- ~e-tti-tf?roughout the year . In 
L ,r, 1/ 

Caithnese pooyer sort oj.' people were so reduced by 

famine tH( t~ hey kii]aed,..~heir very dogs and eat t hem r~ __, ~ 

and multitu<i-e1('"diet1 in the open fields.<\ppeala to the Privy ~nni 
L deolorable 

Councilproduced no releif ln time to prevent a ~~xaax 

loss -of life . Anaue Hackay of B1ghouee in 1634, 

Gordon says of him 11 he ~a much lament~a. ln that dyacie , 

be ing aJ,e~y active gentlem~n . He wa s taken away be 

witchcraft . L ::::-T~e witch was afterwards apprehended and 

executed,w~o at her de •th confessed her crime. ' The 

people of Sutherland were much troubled by witches in 

the 17th centurey ~ doubtless a story of superstitious 

fears,toture and d ath lies behing this stauement. 
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Angus Mackay of Bighouse died in this year. Gordon of 

Sallachy says " he was much lamented in that dyacie, 

be ing a very active and able gentleman; he was taken 

away be witchr~. The witch was afterwards apprehended 

and executed /who gt her d ,ath confessed hef cryme. " The 

people of Sutherland were mu ~h troubled by witches in 

" the 17th century, and doubtless a story of superstitous 

f ears, torture and de~th lies behind this statement. No 
~ 

form of brutality was contemned if it a used to extract a 

confession 6~ gdilt from anyone accused of witchraft. 
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Angus Mackay of Bighouae died 1n t h is year , Gordon of dallachy says 

says " He was much lamented in th:1 t dJacie, being a very 

active ahd ~able gentleman; he was taken away be wh1tchcraft; 

the witch was afterwards apprehended and execut1ed, who 

m:t!i at her death confessed the cryme . 

.. 
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Dear Sir(s),~ ~ f<a.. J-

Granby House, 
95, Southwark Street, 

London, S .E .1. 

Telephone:- 01-928 2 711 

Date as postmark 

As desired by your letter we enclose the relative duplicate Tax 
Certificate(s) in respect of Dividend/Interest paid by this Com7-y. 

,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d .2 -
.. -- · -- ~ Yours faithfully, · l) 

Registrars. 
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an enounter between the Gordona anl t~ supporters of 

the Earl of Ca ithneas. They met i~~~e High Street, 

where the fashion of .c.dinburgh were 

There was jostling and shouting,awor 

blow~ g iven,but the ~arl of Caithne 

to take the air 

,e e drawn and 

efforts 

of the Gor.1ons to provoke h

7
1m by parading up and down 

outside his lod~ing. 
I 

The arbiters who had b'en apooi.nted failed to come to 

a decision . The p4rt1es were ordered to make~ new 

submission ~nu the gErl of Huntly was to adjudicate 

between them, but he too f a iled to bring about an 

ai:.:reement e.nd the case was agin referred to the privy 

wr~ngles o~ the o adversaries; they were requested to 

return the ~ollowin, spring. Sir ,obert Gordon r eturned co 

.:1.is service a.t Ve U'::. . L1 Febu·1ry 1613 he married 
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<Jhe town of Wick .was burnt but the church was saved; the 

he ~rt of the old ~arl of Cai~hne ss,wb.-i® wa~ in a case of 

lead was taken from t,fie cilurch and burst open by a Highlander 

named J~hn Mac9gill1- cilum Rtsey,but finding it contained no 

treasure .he threw it away . / Fin lly, the s e1ge of Girnigo was 

abandoned and the ~arrior.,e eturned to s'utherland 1laden with 

a collection~f loot an cattle wh1cb was divided among 

those who took part n/ the raid . A 

the death of George Gordon was 

only used a an excu~e/or an attempt to de stroy the Earl 

of Caithness jbut G :vfligo was ~egnable to such ws,opns 

as tna~ could be brought against it and the Earl survived 

to make further aids on Sutherland in ep~isal . 

To-day Girnigo 

rock and te sea. 

it stands on 

To anyone 

acquainted with its history it s an eerie place. The 

keep is a hollow shell,only the lowest rooms remain,including 

the cell in which the unhappy Master of Caithness is believed 

to have been imprisoned. ~ beam,embedded in the 
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wall is believed to be part of the gallows,where many 

a poor wretch met his end. Castle Sinclair, a more 

compleat ruin than Girnigoe,is a building of l a ter 

date whe n the cramped conditions of the older castle 

were no longer tolerated. 

After the return of Earl Alexander to Sutherland 

arrangements were made f or submitting both sides 

to arb itra tion. The ~arl of Huntly wa s chosen as 

' overman' and a truce was concluded until a meeting 

coul~ take pl ace. But the ink was scarcely dry 

on the terms of the truce before a fresh series of 

raids b egan. ~xxixAx~xXN~~xx 

and the Earl of Sutherland~ 

Badenloc h was invaded 

herdsman wa s killed 

~arl Alexander retaliated by sending another expedition 

into Ca ithness,which returned with much booty. It 

was followed btn invasion of 3000. Caithne ss men into 

Strathullie led by t he Laird of Murkle . At Liribel 

the y set fire to a hut occupied by four men who had 
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wall is believed to be part of t he gallows,where 
many a poor wretch 
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been set to keep a look out in case of attack . 

were killed b~t the fourth broke through the f lames and 

got away in time to g ive warning of the enemy's approach 

Then Hugh Mackay,who WRS a t Dunrobin,hastily 

~athered five or six hundred of the inhabitants and 

set out in pursuit; he came up with the Caithness 

men at Crissaleigh,at the head of Strathbrora, After 

some hard fighting the invaders were driven back and the 

stolen c attle recovered . After t h is a guard was kept 

under John Gordon of Mid-Garty , who moved from place 

to place wherever danger threatened . 

As every raid called for retaliation,Earl Alexander 

preoared once more to carry the war into Caithness . 

With a large force of his own followers he advanced 1~:t!lx 

as far as Corrieho1gh. Earl George gathered all 

his forces at Spt ttal,where he awaited the coming 

attack. 

sent his 

But Huntly having heard of this fresh ~utbreak 
'-a16'fe 4,~,1}rDA4-

uncle,Sir Patric~ to try to enduce the two 

~arls, both of whom w~re his near rela tions , to reach a 




