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THE LATE REV. DR -JOASS, OF
GOLSPIE

HIS SCIENTIFIO WORK.

The following paper has beon contri-
buted by Dr Alex. Ross, Inverness, to the
Transactions of the Scientific Socicty and
Field Club:— .

The Rev. Dr James Joass was born. alb
Tain in the year 1829, and wus the eldest
son of Mr John Joass, who for a long time
was a guard on the maill coach which ran
between: Inverness and Aberdeen, and after-
wirds between Inyerness and Dalwhinnie ‘on
tho Pertth Road. He was a native of Banff-
diire, and was a much respected man, and,
1 maygobserve, as a Government servant
b was in a posibion of more importance in
the esteem of the lravelling public  than
now in the days of steamh and railways, My
father, who was an old school-fellow of Mt
Joass, and many travellers made it o point
to arrange \their journeys, that they might
boguiie the tedium of the way by his com.-
pamionship and conversation on scientific
subjects. It follows that Mr Joass was @
well-read and highly cultivated man, mathe-
matics beinz his hobby ; auwd Hugh Mibter
fne his “Rambles of & Geologist ” says, re-
garding Mir Joass, “ he is ane of the perhaps
most remarkable mail guards in Kurope. I
have at least never heard of another' who,
like him, amuses his leisure on the top of
the mail coach with Newton's * Principia,’
and’ understands it," ete. Miller goes on
with an amusing eomparison betwecn him-
self and & mail . He says “Mr Joass
talkes his ¢ Principial’ to his coach top. 1
ftalke pockets full of fossils, ete.”

Dr James Joass was thus by heredity a
man of sclence, and inherited: an instine-
tive desire for knowledge. Krom his earli-
est. year he was a student, quiet and unas-
suming, and early showed a bent for care-
ful observaltion and a talent for finding and
examining all sort of odds and ends of
! or scientific interest. Ha was
constantly picking up fossils, minerals, or
eome amtiquarian dbject of interest, char-
boteristically saying, “ What is ju? whaj
do you think of it?" he himseif finding
end of ingenious explanations. As a lad he
had greatt musical and artistic tendengies,
and was an admirable draughtsman, and his
#ketches of animals were imitable and much
appreciated and coveted by his school-fiel-
lows. He was at the age of 12 or 13 an ex-
pert draughtsman, and he wrote fthe orna-
mental  illuminated address by the Royal
Academy boys to Queen Victoria on the oe-
casion of her wvisit ko Ardverikie in ghe
‘vaally 'Forties. It was well done, and much
admired and noticed in the ‘newspapers at
the time, A few years ago, passing guough
Golspie, I called om him, and, in course of
convershbion, alluded Yo the matter, and
agked Wim i
the writer of the address, ss T found he
haid gained the prize for illuminated writ-
ing in 1843, He simply said, “I don't re-
collect, il may be so; T have done seyeral
such.” This was the man through iife: he
wrought for others, and gave away his
talent and knowledge to be adted on and
realised by others. '
As T have said, Dr Joass was a musician

L

and a violinidt of no mean order, playing
Fah great, exprassion and fecling, cspenially

T was correct in savine bl

Stafford House. The figures are full le
and excellent portraits, which were rﬁ

identified by 'thoss who knew the origing

The dog is allso a portrait which never fa
ed to be identified, The Duke and ]

Gray, the engineer, are shown in charact
istic attitudes, and also Kenneth Mur
of Geanies. When T visited him at HEdds

ton and examined some ancient gra
there, he was thick in o controversy abe
the age of the Reptilian Sandstones

Elgin, and the finding of Reptilian rema
romewhere between Lessiemouth and Bu
head. His finds threw much light on t
vexed questions of the succession of t
sandstones in Morayshire, and correspou

ence with the Rewv. Dr Gordon, Birnie, )

Stables, Cawdor; Sir Rederick Murchisc
Sir Archibald Geikie, Professors Judd as
Traguhair, and others was full of valuab
snformation, of which am inferesting a
pount was given by Mr Wallace last yes
It 18 a pity that no detailed account
Dr Jonss's contributions are now availabl
though they are frequently neferrod to
papers contributed, by the gentlemen ju
named, 0 vardious scientific sceioties wil
which they were associated, and his' wo
meknmt‘ledgm}. .

To give you some idea, T take the liberi
of introducing specimens of some of b
letters lto myself, in which he propounds i
teresting and puzzling questions, such :
to the mode of construction of the Roun
Towers and early manufadiure, and I gi
the, letters as illustrating the trend of h
investigation and the pradiieal turn of h
mind. T bave not kept copies of my replie
but I fear they wera not quite so absirs
and informaiive as he desined. al
as follows: — -

Janmary Zist, 1876,

My dear sir,—I sent by train 250 p.n, to-da
3 Bookies containing the latest printed Brocl
Iore. Youm can return them when they hay
sarved your purpose, and I shall be glad t
hear if they arve lkdly to be of use to yor
Meantime may T ask  your profession:
opinion as to the following:—The Broo
innermost in (Henelg is bailt upo
a Toundation of sloping rook. Tts groun:
plan is therefore an ellipge, sinee it 8 a e
tion of @ cone obligue to the base. What
want you to tell me is how did the Pien
know thau on such a sloping foundation the;
would have to begin with an ellipse in orde
to get a c¢droular saperstruction.

I shall be also greatly obliged if you can tel
me whethdar Dr Pueey, who wanted to build i
Tady Ohapel in Durham Cathedral, did buile
one, and if he did, whether or not hé put i
in the west instead of the canonical east, o
of deferemce to the prejudice of his predeces
#or, 8t Outhbert, who disllked ladies, ang
whose bones lay in the east end.—Yours sin

cerely, :
(Bigned)  JAMES JOASS,
(To be Continued.) -
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