
I
'./.ittt4L >t .':t .3. i.(.. .l-.:

SUTHERLAND_

The nano teko s ue back to the d.aye when Calthnese and.
gutherland. forned on€ provlnce undsr thc rule of Nor-se eerrs,
rhose po er sxtend.ed fron the OrkneyB,to the ghoreE of the
Dornoch Flrth. Tho Norsenen calleal the Lsoutern part of the
country, r&rdrland t. ft wae not unt1l the beglnnlng of the
thlrteenth c€ntury that the Norlr.glan Earr was forced. to glve
up gudgland. by lfllltan the L10n anat the klng then grantear thesc
landa to Hugh Fre skyn of Moravla, a powerful nagnate 1n hls
follox1ng. Though the Norsen€n lrer€ never so conpletely
magters of Sudrl_ and. as thcy w€r€ of Calthnessrthelr settlenent,s
can stlll be trac6d.. by place name8, such ag the Oykel and
Helnsdale, whlch, ln altered. forn have coue down to the pralsent
day.

No part of the lllghland.s has greater contfasts of ocenery
anil cllnato than th€ county of gutherland., nh1ch, nlth calthnesa
gtretches rlght acrosd the top of gcotland. On th6 eastarn
slAe of the county,there 1s a gre€n boralcr" of f lgId.s, d.otted.
qlth the whlte cottageg of many gnaLl-hold ers, wl th here and
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flcldl,dottod wlth thc rhlt€ cottagos of nany EneLl hold€rs,

rith her€ end therc I flesh of coloulr fton the waLlcd Saral€!

gfr oo" of the larger houses 
' 
htdal.n a.nong Eurrrounatln6 xoods '

Alt along tho thores of the Dornocb Fltth the fleLd's 81opc to

the sun; t|.llr thclr grcen 1e gct off by tho blue sea ana

the eoft colours of the Rosg-shl:3e hlll-s on the oppostte slde

of the f1rth. But the gutherLand folk are generally too busy

to bother about the coloura of the Lanctacapc, th€y are Eorc

lntont on the settlng of thelr ttatlest and 1n t'he 8ow1ng an'l
ol

ln harve st lnS]tirc fr crops. Hardrood trees flourlsh ln thls

dlstrlct; ashr sycanoro anal beeclr llnc thc roadB ln nay plecce;

they havo escaped thc 8xc,uh1ch laltl low so nany flne woo'ls of

1rrch and f1r. on€ cannot help but regret those nooda,lt }|111

take nany a long yoar to rcpLace theB '

gutherLand bas no town of any slzo' Dornoch, the

capltal, though a Roya1 Burgh, has only about geven hundrsdl

lnbabltant8, anal C$ol6py, tbough calleal a vll].agE' ls rcally

nuch larger; but Dornoch haE attalned fene fron lte golf

oourgCron€ of tho best 1n gootlandl. the cathederal of Dornoch

rar bul1t ln the thlrtsenth century-by Blghop Gllbert of

lloravlerwho nade Dornoch thc 6eat of tho Dfoccsepf Calthnesg

snd ftrtherlanal, rcnovlnb lt fron Helklrk and the ponor of the
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Noree Earl and hle followers,vho had troatcA two of Gtlbertrg
pred.ecceeone wlth savage cnuelty. To-d.ay, thc cathederal ld
useal as the parlsh church, havlng su:3vlved. geven hundred. ycar6

of stornJr hletory. The caatlc,whlch facee th6 cathedcral on

the opposlte 61d.e of the na,1n street, r orlglnalLy part of

the Elahopra !clen6, wa6 later a reEldonce of tho Earle ol
gutherlend.

The road- fron Inverncgs to Jonr{O'Groetl paaoee bohtntt
I

Dornoch,cros8sa th€ long enbanknent at the nouth of the Eleet

river, known aB th€ Mound., a"nd follows tho llne of the coaet,

pasBlng sucoesslvely through the vllIagee of Golapy, Brora,

Port Clowen and. Heln6da1e, before lts Long ollnb over the Ortt

lnto CalthneEB. In oldcn day6, the Or:d. wag thc nost dreadetl

part of the J ourney north,so flercely d.oes thc wlnd blor
aonosE thc headll.aJral ln gtorny ro&ther,and the o1d roatl, whlch,

untl1 the beglnnlng of the nlnstocntb cantury, rae the only

road 1n Suthcrlanatrran ao neaf the calg€ of the cllff8,thst
travellers wcrc sometlncg 1n danger of b6lng blown over.

Bghlnd. thc coastal belt of oultlvatsd Iand., the

chanacter of thc oountry changos €ntlreIy. To the north

and rvest 11€ tbousand.s of acroa of no onlanda and gome of



the flnest nounteln sc€nery 1n gcotland.. The nountalns of
Sutherl-and d.o not extond. ln one range,but are rather ecattered

1n vast detaohcil ltaBoes of rock, nany conpletely barg of
vegeftatlon, thelr 6ldea seaned. s.nd. 6cot6cl. wlth thc channels

of lnnurnerabLe watercourses. Fron a d.ists,nce, on a, flne d.ay,

they take on every shad.c of blue fron Aoepegt vlolet to the

dellcate shlneerlng turquloae of a, ohlnese enanel; 1n cl oud.y

weathernthey stand. out black anit forblctctlng, ntste atrraelng
froE thelr sld.ea, throwlng d.cep 6had.ow s on thg rocks belor.

trhe toothed peaks of 8u11ven; the J aggedt croyn of Ben Laoghal;

the preolplceg of Ben More A6synt; are often apectacular ln
thelr colourlng an(i have an etldett fir enchantnent fron thelr
1one1y sltuatlon.

Sutherland. 1g a land of nany LochE,nost of then rv€Ll-knolrn

to flghernen. Loch flh1n, by Lalrgrls slxteen nlles 1ong, and.

wlth Loch Msrkl-and and Loch [ore forne an elnost cont,lnuoug

11ne trltard.e Loch Staok and. the wegt coa8t,nhorG hundred.s of
gnall lochans 116 anong rolck8,on lrhlch only a llttle coarse

grasa,or tough-rooted bunches of heather,can flnd a llvlng.
There arc beslalcB, tho grcat Eoa lochg of Errt5li Calrbann,

Daxtordl s,nd Inchard.! but the nhol€ of th€ west coasi ls
nlcked. and alonted nlth lnnunerable bays and. headlands, and

off the ahora, thc sea 1e doateal wlth snall 1sland6,nh1ch
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nay bo anythlng fron a f€r yards to goveral nl1os fron thc

nelnland.

Though thor.c lc no rallway to tho weat of Lalrg, snall

notor bugcg oartly ff nalls end paErcngers to Looh Inyon,

floourle, Drnno Es and lonque. At aU th€sc plaocE thcro ara

hotcla anal furthor ln land, therc crs e nunber of 1mr3 rhloh

catcr for tho neods of flEhcrDon, yh€ro one flnds a hospltable

end frlcndly xelcon€ evon 1n thege ratlon€d d.ay6. Tbc nel1

bus carrl€o luggagc and aLl eorte of parccls and tbe frlver
ls alEo a postnan, for at 1nterta16, a,long theao lonely roads,

one seea uooden boxoE perched on a post. ff therc le nall
for any of thesarthe bus atops, the d.rlver thru8ts a, n€rspaper

or Eone l€tten. through the d.oor, and the bus then goca on lts rey'

untll the noxt box 16 r€achoal, scveral. n1les furthor on. Parcclt

rcpose 1n ponfcot safsty at the roedclao. fn 5umer, thcs€

JourneyE ano atellghtful, but ln rlnton lt nuEt oftcn be

an arauous servloc, along loy roeds. Th€ snor po8ta'nh1ch

nark the roaalslalc ln nany pLaceB arc a ronlncler of tho rftnt€r

etorng whlch swcep acroEs the nooors.


