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family, .cvllcrc: Itc got iuto a11 exte~isivc! I)~~sincss, Ilnvittg I~ccolnc 
cor~trtbctor, I ~ I I ~ I ~ S ~  011 his own ~ C ~ I I I S ,  for 111ost of tltc p~11)lic l~uildil~gs, 
as  wcll ns for rne~ly gentlcmcti's houses, ill tho counties of ltoss and 
Sntherlnrld. All the cliurclies %lid mnnses ill S u t h e r l a ~ ~ d  and Enstcr- 
lloss 1)uilt betwccn 1760 and 1804-, were according to the plans, nud 
were the workmnnsl~ip of, Jamcs Bong. These plans were in almost 
nll cnses identical; that is, for churches, long, narrow buildings, much 
resemllling granaries, in  which convenience and scoustics werc equally 
ignoretl. .His maltscs wc hnvc nlrenciy dcscribcd ill that of Kildo~lntl. 
.Ilc Itl~ilt tilo o l~nro l~  of ILoHoI~H, i r t  Mr. M~beI'l~~~il 's tinlc, ill 1767 ; altd 
tltc c l ~ n r c l ~  of I<ildoltrul, t l ~ r r i ~ ~ g  rny father's i n c u ~ n b e ~ l c ~ ,  in 1788. 
When a school-boy a t  I)ornoclt 1 never could mect Bong, or even see 
him a t  a distance, without a feelil~g of terror. H e  lived mostly a t  
Dornoch, but spent n conuidcrnl)le part of tlte year a t  Skelbo, which Ite 
lield ill lenae. H e  terrified all tlte scttool-boys, as well as every inmate 
of his own house, by the violence of his temper and his readiness to 
I L  I T I I I I .  llis R I I I I - ~ I I - ~ I I . \ V .  hl I.. L\'illilr~~~ Il.osi~. !VII.H tIi~r!iilt!(lly ~ ~ i o ~ t s ,  
IrS \VtrS 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 1  hl l .~ .  I ~ I U ( ' .  /\ fllO1. I)!'. ~ ~ I ! ~ I ~ I I I I I ~ ~ ' H  (I~?:l.tl1t. S!l[l \\'Its 0111! Of 
HI!VIVILI i ~ ~ l ~ i ~ t o ~ ~ l ,  ( ! I I I . ~ H I ~ ~ I L I I H  \ V I I O  11 i* l~ i l~ i i1111~11  I , I I I (  I(IILI:C~II~III~~WH or SII~~.Il.~)l.~l, 
11,s 011.l~ro11, i t 1  I I I Y  I ' I I . V O I I ~ .  'l.'111~,y ~ V O ~ I ~  IIIII, U I I ( ! ( ~ ( ~ R ~ ~ ~ I I ,  I I . I I ~  J ~ V I ~ H  t ~ h t , ~ + ~ l y  
I I I I W O I ~ ~ , I I J  i ~ f  S I I I ~ I  11.11 I I I I~I I I I I I , ;  111113 i l ,  is IL  ~~1111so11rt~io11 tto t , l t i t ~ k  t,It~t.t,, 
11~1t~Iti11tgl1 I (liil 1toL ~ I I I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ J  I I I !~ .OI I I~ !  t l t i t~ i s t~~~r  of lJort~o(:ll, 1 WILH, ttot- 
witltsL:~.titli~~g. t<llo c:lloic-c of tllosc! wlto were ow~icd I I . I I ~  I~o~lor~rcd  of God. 
Air. llosc tlicd nt n ~ t  : ~ d v ~ r l ~ ~ e c l  ngc. H c  w:l.s oue of tllc elders of t l ~ c  
1):rrish, :t.tid ltis Ul~ristin~t oltnrwter.tt~ny be summed in this, tllat 11e was 
clistit~gltisltctl for sitnplicity :md fervo~lr,  " a  good man, full of fnitll 
nnd of tllc Iloly (;)tost." 

!L'\vo ntlti(l~lntc(I l i~~l ics  live11 in tltc t o ~ n .  Miss IJctty G(ordo11 I L I I ~  

Iter eldcr sister Miss A ~ I I C .  1. me~t t~ io~i  t l ~ e  yonltger first, I~ccnuse the 
rltlcr sistcr wils nl\vrt.ys :riling. 11.11il sclilo~n v i ~ i l l l ~  to the outdoor pul~lio. 
kliss llc4Ly Itcrsalt' wils t,oo I'c-c:l~le to wnlk oltt, l)tlt she us~trrlly sat in 
the witltlow ill Llto nEtcr~toort, rlrcxsccl aftcr tlte fnsl~iori of 1699, in an 
n~tc ic t~ t  gow~i, with IL sltrl,wl 11innccl ovcr 11cr slioulders, nnd n 11igI1 cap 
i s  1 1 c l  : . .  Ilikc: 11.11 forrr~rlos, ~~(!rItikl).q, in t110 sirtglc stirtc nr~tl of very 
r~civtartc:otl tl.gc, sllc WII.S very I'ontl of society, n11d of tltrrt light i i r ~ t l  cnsy 
co~iv~~*snt ion  otl~cr~visc tcrlncd gosuil). Wheli therefore slie took her 
stntion nt 11cr u~lpcr  wil~dow, a female nudicnce usually congregated 
I)clow it. 'l'llcse itt tc~tdnt~ts gibve hcr the news of the day; rind ul~c 
tt~r~tlc I I V V  rottt:srks t~l~ot t  it,, rcs 1'1111 of c?l~;t.rity tclld gootlwill Cown.rdu 1 ~ 1 1  
11s U I I I . I I  ~ ( * I I I I I . I . ~ H  1 1 ~ 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 3 .  11.r~~. 'l'l~c~sc! t 5 \ v c ~  old Itr~lit*s \vc!r(! ns ntlt~ient it1 
tllcir tlosc.o~~f~ 11,s t,ltt~y \vcre rrgc:tl ~ I I  y ~ : ~ r s .  1)i~t~gliters of tltc Inird of 
JCtttl~o, t l l i !~ uo~lltl tr:~.c!c! tlircc:t ~ I ~ s e e ~ l t  F I - O I ~ I  tllc ~ioblc fnn~ily of Huritly, 
tltrouglt Atltt.r~l, Irorcl of A~IIIJIIC.  'J'ltcir Ilrotl~cr was thc Inst laird ill 
tltc dll.c!c:t l i ~ t c . .  : L I I ( ~  WibS the itnrl~etlii~tc predecessor of Robert Hume 
(.:ordot~ ol .Entl~o. 

The 1n1l)lic fnirs of this littlc county town made a considerable stir. 
From tltc Ord ficntl to the Mciklc Ferry, nlmost every man, woman, 
nlld cltiltl attel~decl tlic Uornuch market. The market stance was the 
cl~ui~chy:rril. L)orllocl~ was \vll:rt ~nigl t t  strictly bc callcd : L I ~  E~isco1)a- 
I~LLII ~ O \ V I I ;  ib11~1 tht? t : ~ l ~ ~ e ~ r i ~ t ~ d  ci1vi1.011~ of ~ I I C  Catllcdra1 was just  t l ~ e  
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1111bcc wl~ich tltc moll of tl~oae dnys worlltl cl~oosc, citllcr for Il~lrying 
tltcir tlond or holtlir~g tltcir nubrkuts. 'l.'lto ~ I I I I I ~ C I I ~ : ~ I ' ( I  tllorr.foro I,cmrt~o 
tho o111y public squnre witltill tlie town. 'l'lic cvcniltg prcvious to the 
market was a b u ~ y  ouc. A long trairi of hcnvily-loadcd carts might be 
soen w c ~ l d i ~ l g  t l~c i r  wc:~ry way t~ i to  tltc towll, rnorc 1):crticulnrly from 
Tain, by the Moikle Fcrry. 'I'l~e ulcrcl~:b~~ts' bootlts or tents were then 
set up, made of canvas strctchcd upon polcs inscrted several feet into 
the grou~~ci ,  cvett illto grnvos icnd deep cl~ough to rcnclt the cofins. The 
fnir commel~ced nl)ont twelvu o'clock 11oon 11cxt day, and lasted for two 
d~bys R I I ~  a Ilnlf. 1)urittg its co l t t i~ l t~~~t l t :~ ,  cvcry xvrt or s n l c ~ ~ l ~ l o  article 
way I>ought and solrl, wllctltcr of llornc or foreign ~ll:t~infncture. 'l'he 
first market a t  Dortioch th7,t wc nttcndcd took ])lace six wceks after 
our arrival a t  the town. l l ie  bustle s l ~ d  variety of the scene very 
.much impressed me. 'J'11c mnstcr gavc us Iiolidny ; nttd ns 111y brother 
and C traversed the market-plnoe, police in I t a ~ ~ d ,  to ~rinke our purchases, 
all sorts of persons, t~rticlcs, amnscments, employments, sights and 
RO~IIIIIR,  H ~ I I O ( ~ O  ; ~ t  OIII:II I I ~ I O I I  o ~ t r  ~ I ~ I ! H .  ottr O I L ~ H  ILI I I I  I I I I ~  ~~ .~ ,~ ,o t~ t , i r~ t~ .  Iluri) 
wo wore 1)111lu(l I)y thc noat, I L I I I ~  o t ~  t t ~ r ~ l i ~ l f i  ro111111 ro~:ogttisod, to our  
fir1j11.b ,ioy. 4,110 i:or~li~rl ~ILI!II ill' IL  K ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ I L I I I I I - ;  III~t*ri~ wt* III ILI( : I I I~ IL  I I I I V Y  01 
yo1111g It~qnox, i t t  I~c:xt I l i l l  ~crtcl tt~(:kor, I L I : ( : I I I I I I I I C I I ~ ~ ( ~  Oy t l~cir  ~ I L ~ I I U I O ~ H ,  
wlto Lri~lrLotl I , l l ~ ? t t t  wiLl~ git1~11r-l~rtr~ril, I.~IIIIIIIIH, ILIII I  W I I I H ~ Y .  N~!xl, I:ILIIIII 

n, rcoruitittg pnrty, n~:brcl~lllg, wihlt " g : c l l ~ ~ ~ ~ t  H I , I ~ I  1~1111 s l o ~ , "  ~ I I ~ U I I K I I  
tllc crowd, Ii(>atlc~l by tJtc sorgc:rttt, swor(1 i l l  II:LIII~, 111111 foIIo\vcd 11y tho 
corpornl slid two 01- three ~ t r~va tcs ,  c~ffilt with Ilis rvc;q)on glartci~ig in 
t l ~ c  sunligllt. From olic part of tlte crowd might be heart1 the loud 
langh tllnt I)cs1roke tltc gn.y ant1 jovi:rl lnectillg of l'orltlcr acc~u~ilitnncc- 
s l~ip,  now agnilt rcvivcd; l'rorn n~iotltor tI11: i~~r:t!ssirnt ~ J ~ r i l l  of little toy 
t rnmpct~ ,  wltich I'otld ~ n o t l ~ c r s  I I I L I ~  i l l r ~ ~ i s h e ( ~  to tllcir you~lger cl~iltlror~, 
and with which the little urclri~is kept up nn nncensing cla~rgour. A t  
the fair of t11:~t dtby I., first o f  all, 11oticcti tho mnutcr pcrnr~tbulnting 
tltc crowtl, rrtltl looking crt the rt~cr-c:Itcrltts' Ilootlrrr with u cou~~totnrtcu 
scnrcely less rigid and cornntetidirtg G~I:LII t11nt wit11 wltic11 IIC was wont 
invnrinbly to produce silel~ce in tlic school. 

Anotltcr incittcllt of 111y sc:l~ool-l~oy cli~ys I L ~  l)orrlool~ w:rs a I~loody 
frny which took 11l:~cc i~nn~cilintcly nftcr tho Itt~rilrl of M ~ R R  ( I r y  from 
Urcich. The dacot~scd WIGS of the Siitlierl~~iicl Grays, who nl~out  the 
beginning of tllc last century, posscsscd property in the parishes of 
Creich, J~nirg,  Rognrt, n.nd 1)ornoch. Rltc cnmc down from London to 
fi111! ttort11 of S~-ot,l:btt~l for ~: I I ;~ I IKI !  of' I I . ~ I . ,  11t+i11g i l l  ;L r1~11i1l ~lc(:littc!, 11t1t 
I I ~ v i  I I I ~ V I I  I i 1 1  1 1  I I I  I I I I I I I .  Ilor 
~.oltir~irla wcrc 1)trriotl I)c!sitlo Lltoso ill' III!I. Irllc:c!nLorx i t 1  bl~c 01rthctlrnI o f  
.Dort~och. '1 '11~ I~o11y was nnc!otnl):~~~ictI 11y ntl ir~~trtcnsc crowd, both of 
the gentry ILIIII l~olrnlrt~try. In t,l~e cvcning. :1.1t,cr tltc I~tiritrl, there was 
a dreadful tight. 'I'ltr! 1lnrislliortet.s of I)orl~ocli ni1(1 those of Ureicl~ 
qu~~.rrellcd with eibch other, and fists, c ~ ~ d g c l s ,  stoncs, n ~ i d  other missiles 
were put in  requisition. The lcadcr of tho Urcich combnta~its wa.s 
William Mnnro of Achaiiy. 1 sat 011 n gravestolio, nt the gable of the 
ruined aislc of thc cnthedral, looking a t  the wtlfiict. Broken heads, 
blood trickling ovcr enr:~gcd faccs, yclls of ritgc, oatlts nuti curses, are 
my retniniscel~cex of the evcllt. 1)r. 15etlunl10 ~ttrrrowly escaped brokeu 


