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ABANDONED BUILDINGS 
of the EVELIX VALLEY 

-*.-* excursion sites 
K.--- ; t l  

Itinem: 
3 w  frem ~ t e ~ b k i x  10.30 
didera Milk arr. 1 O.@, leave 1 1.00 
M d u '  caw am 11.15; leave 11.30 
Achvaich settlement: am. 1 1.45; 

leave 12.45 
A c h d c b  croft (Lunch stop): 
12,50- 1.30 
Cplw look at remains of old mill) 
Mt Snaipeag croft (Achvaieh): 
Ieave Achosnich 1 -30; 
am Allt Snrtipg 2.45 
leave Allt Snaipeag 3,30; 
our Achosnich 5.00 
Back at HhtoryMu: 5,30 

htratluction 
The Ev* i v 8 ~  fI0m through &ai . 
tractive m e r y  to the east coast dil 
Butherland, foUowiPg one of a ' 

of p d e l  glacier-modxed v d @ e  
the muthast corner of the wumty- 
The valley, zlpproximdy 25 lsm 4 
length, commences a few kilometm 
--west of Bonar Bridgeolnd oap: 
tains a wdth  of archamlogical ink- 
&, - h m  Iron-age hut cklw 
andchamberedahsto 19th- 
eviction settlements and w a k d h  

Site 1: Siderrr Farm waremmill wire 2) 

The site of this mill, now a ruin, lies SOOm 
north of Cyderhall Farm, at NH 758 880. 
The mined mill building, and the positions of 
the mill lade, d l  pond and tail race can still 
be seen. The mill building is recessed into 
the W i d e .  The gable end with its square 
shaft opening and wheel pit are still visible. . -a -1- 

A Iarge wooden trough set on wooden sup- 
ports conveyed water to the wheel from the 
mill pond d m .  Following a fm, this trough 
was m o v e d  to a location abut 400m up 
stream to act as a water trough for anitnalq 
and was still there in 1989. 

. .... ..I 1. 

The mill is m r d e d  by the SutherIand Estate 
in 18 12 as having a value of "not more than 
£20". It is known that Mr. Whim one of the FIG. 2: Sidera waterrniIlr- 
last. Skibo factors, had the mil1 b d  down 
in the 20th cenhpy to economise on Estate dues. 
1 lorn ENE of the mill building is Sidera Mill ford and stepping stones. These stepping stones are of- aftdquity 
and are regarded as having been built by the V . ,  who hsd a village, or encampment in th is  area 
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Site 4: Ach- f ak- pigm 6) 
T h c ~ 6 P & l i t & r k ~ r n - ~ 8 l r ~ & e f o k  
N H 7 2 6 9 4 U , ~ & i h e p m s b h t ~ . ' I h i ' ~ d m a t b c d k  
n i & & & h u d d f b d ) z a n o l d ; ~ ~ & p & v e j ~ ~ b  
I d Y  &+ or'& bJt @* &*&itwar . : 
built ha3 b e e n W W ' & ; c r ~ ~  N&mbI#d, the 
mill-Me d.&*i-rzw Miii the h b f c k r a t  hcisims. 
into thd l&w. Il$-mmmce tb il*: mfll rad%-dbw d l 9  
one rnedM&w than the presmt riv& &&I. ifht bf w 
l i n e o f & w ~ t h e r i v e r b e r e ~ & e ~ o f a  
f b m B r d s ~ - a - b k ~ ! _  
subhmtid in order to divert the river water into the lade. Tbe 
millmustaknost~yhavebadahorbmtalwheei(iior 
"click ma"), 
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