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YJORNOCH’S elder statesman, Henry Clunie last Provost and last Freeman of the Royal Burgh on right, with the new minister of Dor-

ioch Cathedral, the Rev. James Simpson. Mr Simpson is an expert on church doctrine and attitudes to marriage guidance and family

iroblems. He is the author of two books, “There is a Time To...” (James Clarke & Sons) and “Marriage Questions Today” (The

)aint Andrew Press), Behind is the spiendid outiine of Dornoch Cathedral, an example of an ancient foundation that has been continu-
ously adapted to the needs of modern religious life.

The Repose

of Dornoch

By CUTHBERT GRAHAM
With pictures by DAVID SUTHERLAND

THERE is about Dornoch an air of repose. I owe this
thought to the man who knows it better, perhaps,
than anybody living — Provost Henry Clunie. I use
the old title because it is still the title in use by
everybody in the ittle town,

Certainly the atmosphere of Dornoch is quite unique.
No county town in Britain is in the least like 1t. In
Castle Street and the Cathedral Square one is over-
whelmingly conscious of ancient, well-established peace
and civility,

Nothing one feels can break this, so long as the
Cathedral stands facing the Castle with trees and lawns and
a wide public “place” between, in which it is stil] possible
to park a car unobtrusively and without committing an out-
rage or a public nuisance. :

And beyond the civic centre every road, even ihose
which run uphill, runs to the great sandy links which
stretch for miles at the edge of the Dornoch Firth and the
Moray Firth coast — links renowned for the second oldest
golf course in the world,

In actual fact Dornoch — a name which means “the
field of the rounded stones” — is built, or rather grows, on
a series of ragised beaches. Old Dornoch, of mellow red
sandstone on the 25 and 50 feet rajsed beaches and New
Dornoch, comprising the more elevated new housing estates,
is of brick on a 100 feet raised beach.

To the west of the town is the Evelix Valley which illu-
strates a gradual transifion from the coastal low!ands to the
interior plateau, a transition from fat large farms to the
crofting country and mooriand of the true Highlands,

These geographical facts make Dornoch a place apart,
give it its atmosphere of great beneficent space of shore-
lands and open sky in which larks are soaring and singing,
ang one is close to the infinite blessing of nature.

If you go on to say that Dornoch is the Garden of Eden
you would not be far wrong, though there are small ser-
pents in thig garden. Dornoch, which had a population of
838 at the 1971 census, is so atfractive to those petpetual
holiday-makers, the retired, that its age-pyramid is a little
top heavy. Teenagers and young adulls delight to live in if, .
but there is little it can ofier them by way of employment.

Dornoch Firth Bridge Prospeet

‘'here 1s, IL 1s tr'ue, one Truly organic local Inaustry, ine
farming and meat purveying enterprise of John Grant and
Sons, which started well over a century ago as a croft of
only a few acres and the selling of beef and mutton from a
cart, and has expanded into a business with a farm of 1000
acres and a trade in beef, hill lamb, pork, venison, game and
salmon, supplying hotels and restaurants throughout sritain
and as far afield as Malaya, USA, Holland and Switzertand.

And there is a small industrial estate in the former Dor-
noch station, the terminus of the branch line from the
Mound, now long closed. But new industry is difficult to
acquire owing to remoteness — a remotencss that would be
substantially reduced by the Dornoch Firth Bridge which is
now a definite commitment by the Government.

Hydrographic and ecological surveys to determine the
best site for the bridge have been going on for months.
After that will come statuary processes and the bridge has
to be designed and fitted in among other competing claims
for the funds available in the trunk road programmes.

But when at last it becomes an actuality it will link
Dornoch directly with Tain and all points south. It will be
on the main trunk road instead of as at present on a branch
from the Evelix crossroads. The long detour round the Firth
and across the Kyle at Bonar will be eliminated. -

Doubtless the Dornoch TFirth Bridge will not solve all
problems, but every indusiry must -consider ease of com-
muhications and the prospect of new industrial support to
the Dornoch economy will be opened up. So far as that lonz-
awaited bridge is concerned for Dornoch it simply cannot
come too soon: . .

Dornoch is truly fortunate to be still represented by her
much loved Freeman, Henry Clunie on the Sutherland Dis-
trict Council. This has no doubt done much to ease the
transition from “self-determination” under the ol fown
Council to the new local government regime. Mr Clutie, who
served for 10 years as Provost, was given the Freedom of
Dornoch on July 9, 1973.
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