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)OR1NOCH'S elder states,man, Henry Clunie, last Provost and last Freeman of the Royal !Burgh on right, with the new minister of Dor-
1och Cathedral, the Rev. James Simpson. Mr Simpson is an expert on church doctrine .and attitudes to marriage gui_dance and family 
1roble·ms. He is the author of two books, "There is a Time To ... " (James C I ark e & ·Sons) and "Marriage Questions Today" (The 
i,aint Andrew Press). Behind is the splendid .outline of Oorn,och Cathedral, an example of an ancient fou-ndation that has been continu-

ously adapted to the needs of modern religious life. 

The Repose 
of Dornoch 

By CUTHBERT GRAHAM 

1Vith pictures by DAVID SUTHERLAND 

THERE is about Dornoch an air of repose. I owe this 
tho_ught ito the man who knows it better, perhaps, 
than anybody living - Provost Henry Clunie. I use 
the old title because it is still the title in use by 
everybody in the ittle town. 

Certainly the atmosiphe1re of Dornoch is quite unique. 
No county town in Britain is in the least like 1t. .1n 
Castle· Street and the Caithedral Square one is over
whelmingly conscious of ancient, well-established _peace 
and ,civility. 

Nothing one fe.eils can break this, so 1ong as the 
Cathedral stands facing the Castle with trees arid lawns and 
a wide public "place" bietween, in which it is still possible 
to pia1rk a car unobtrusive1l1y and without committing an out
rage or a public nuisance. 

And beiyond the civic centrie every road, even ihose 
which run uphi,H, runs to the great sandy links which 
stretch for miles at the edge o,f the Dornoch Firth and the 
Moray Firth co1ast - links renowned for the second oldest 
go-lf course, in the world. 

In actual fact Dornoch - a name whJch means "lbe 
fieitd o.f the rounded stones" - is built, or rather grows, on 
a series: of raised beaches. Old Dornoch, of mellow red 
.sandstone on the 25 an:d 50 feet raised beaches and New 
Dorino,ch, comp1rising the mo·re -elevated new housing estates, 
is of brick on a 100- feet raisied beach. 

To the west of the town is thie Eve•lix Valley which illu
strates a gradual transition from the coast.ail Jiorwlands to· the 
interior plateau, a transition from fat largie farms to the 
crofting country and mroorrland of the true Hi.ghlands. 

These gieo-graphJcal facts make, Dornoch a place apart, 
giv;e it its atmosphere of great beneficent space of sho1re
lands and open sky in which larks are soaring and singing, 
a.nd one is close- to t he infinite blllessing of nature. 

If you go oin to say that Dornoch is the Gairden of Eden 
you would not be far wrong, though there are ~mall ser
pents in this, ga,rden. Dornoch, which had a populatio,n of 
8~8 at the 1971 -census, is 1S:o, attrac,tive to those perpetu~l 
holiday-makers, the retired, that its a•ge-p.yra!}lid is a little 
tot) he:a,vy. 'Deenagers :md young adults dteil1ight to live- in it, 
but there is little it can offor them by way of employmi:nt. 

Dor1~o~l1. Fj1•tl• B1·i1lge Pt•ospe~t 
T.llere 1s, 1t 1s true, one tru1y o·rgamc 1oca1 mausuy, me 

farming and meat purV'eyin,g enterprise of John Grant a nd 
Sons, which started well over a century ago as a croft of 
0111ly a fe,w acI'1es and the sellling of beef and mutton from a 
cart, and has expanded info a business with a farm of lflOO 
a eves aind a trade in be,ef, hill lambf po.rk, venison, game cl.nd 
salmon, supplying hotels and restaurants throu.ghout .dritain 
and as far afield as Malaya, USA, H,orniand and Switzerland. 

And there is a small industrial estate in the former Dor
noch station, th:e terminw, of the branch Hne from the 
Mo,und, now long olosed. Bqt new industr,y is difficult to 
a cquire owing to remoteness - a remoteness that would be 
s ubstantially reduced by the Dornoch Firth Bridge which is 
now a• de.firnite commitment by the Government. 

Hydrograpliic and e:cological su['veys to determine the 
best site for the· bridge have been going on for months. 
Afteir that will come statuary processes and the bridge has 
to be d esignred and fitted in among other cormpeting claims 
for the funds avai-lable• in the trunk road p.rogrammes. 

But when at last it becomes an actualitv it will link 
Dornoch directly with Tain and all poi,nts sot1th. It wrn be 
on the main trunk road instead of as at present on a branch 
from the Eveilix crossroads . The long detour ro-und the Firth 
and across the Kyle ·at Bonar will be el iminated. 

DouhUess the Dornoch Firth Bridge will not solve ' all 
p,rob1lems, but every industry must consider ea:'ie of com
municatio,ns and t he pros pect of 111ew industrial support t o 
the Dornoch economy will be opened up. So far as that long
awaited bridge is concerned for Dornoch it simply cannot 
come, t.oo soon.. . 

Dor-noch is truly fortunate to be, stiiH reprresented by lier 
much loved Freeman , Henry Olunie on the Suthe-rland Dis
trict Council. This has no doubt done much to ease tne 
transition from "self-determ ination " under the old fown 
Council to the new local government r egime. Mr c niu nie , who 
served for 10 years as Provost, was given the Freedom of 
Dornoch on July 9, 1973. 
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The ancient royal burgh o.f Dornoch as seen from the-tower of the Burghfield Hotel. The town is built on a 
series of raised beaches, the o,ldest part, including the Cathedral and Castle, seen on extreme right, on the 
25ft. and 50ft. beaches and the newer part with its m ndern •,housing scheme on the 100ft. ra,ised beach 
behind that. On the horizon behind this picture stretch the famous Dornoch Links, including thP · Old 

Course, the second oldest golf course in the world, 

How D·ornoch fa,ces 
new age 

WHILE Dornoch is ve.ry happily j'Jiaced in many res,p ects, with a booming holiday :trade , golfing renown as 
never before and all its old inherited charms, it has one great grief - the downgrading of the Dornoch 
Academy to a ,two-year secondary school and the und e r-use of a superb modern building 

Tlhis patent injustice is due to the com,!)'rehensivisation of educa
tion and the idea that ' 'big schoo\s are be,st", along with the not10n that 
with its restricted po,pulation and rating s u,p,p,ort the D tstnct of 
S1uthe1rland, as it norw is , cannot afford more than one full se-condary 
school . 

All these, arguments are questionable. But insult is: added tn 
injury by the fact that ·Dornooh has a hostel in use for pupils from 
the fa,r wes t of the county and these pupils, while, Jiving i n the, town, 
a,re sent to Golspie to have their entire seconda1ry educaitioo there. 

These, arrangements make it difficult to recruit teache rs for the 
unfairly trunca;ted aca demy. It has only t hree permament te~achers. All 
the rest of the wo,rk is done by visiting teache-rs. 

The Old Jail of Dornoch, buHt by the County Board 
o~ Sutherland and adjoining the Sheriff Courthouse 
and the Old Castle, was opened in 1850. Today it is 
the home of a fascinating Landmark-type visitor 
centre run by the new owners, Lochcarron Weavers. 

The mod ern academy, opened by HM The Queen Mother in1 Septer:nber 
1973 h a,s a spl endid hall (seating 400) with a fine modern st':age,, science 
Jabs, for chemistry , physics and bi101l1ogy, a homec:raft suite wi lllh srna]] flat 
in addition to the needl1ework and cookery rooms, technical ro,oms and 
gym ., music and art rooms and library with provision for 30'®0 volum es. 
There are of course hostels (two) for the remote-home pupills actually 
attending the first and second year classes at Dornoch. 

Mr D. S. Frier, secretary of the 
Sutherland Rockhounds, with an 
array of local rock crystal, serpen
tine, copper pyrites, cairngorm, 
amethyst, jade and agate on the 

Plaiden Ell of Dornoch. 

The inside of the Old Jail of Dor-
n.och, now a visitor centre and 

exhibition suite, viewed throug h the 
massive iron yett. 

Manager Mr A. Buchan with one of 
the model jailers in an exhibition 

cell of the Dornocfl Old Jail . 

Dornoch Academy musicians: left to right, standing - Alison Macleod, Carol 
Ferguson, Isobel McNeil, Shirley Burnett and Sara Bailey. Seated: Morag 

Mackie, Iona Patterson and Gladys Grant. 

The ro,111 today stands at li!15, secondary 
~nd 200 primary pupils, the pniirnary pupils, 
except for the Primalt'y 7 classi , being ,iccom
modate in the Old School. Thee big hall with 
its raked floor and superb stagee is a boom to 
Do1rooch for drama productiom s and other 
adult e-v,ents, and the building; is ailtm used 
for cight classes, but one canmo:tt help a feel
ing of sadness that a full secoonda,ry school 
no longer exists here. 

J\,leanwhile efforts to rev,eirsse the down
gradjng po,l\cy have failed andd the p,resent 
economic recession makes it d Hfficult to re• 
new them at the moment, but t a time will 
surely come when they wLil be Jtrenewed, and 
by then: perhaps, the practicaality of small 
rather than large• cen.trnlis,Ged secondary 
academies will have he,en suffindentl,y rlemon• 
0 t ratcd by expe,rience elsewhe.ere in Scotland. 

da,ry0,~t\JSi3'hi¥e "fr \ ot ha'l:JPJry"rift 1s fllik ~ij!fBt' 
history o1: education in 'Dol"no~~ ·The vc~.e
·rahle tradition accruing from this could be a 
great asset. The names of Dnrnoch head• 
ma sters from 1585, to the p,res,ent day are 
kn0wn and reco,rded .-

100.0 years of Schools 
A f~scinating history of Dorno'Ci!] school!, 

ing was compiled by Provost Clunie. He to,Jd 
how the monks of the Celtic Church were the 

first teachers. The earliest recorded ecles:ias
ticall foundation was that of St Fi-nniharr on 
/'choolhill, about 564 AD. 

Jn 1567 Dornneh and its Cathedral were 
pnt to the, flames by wild l\iiackays of Strath, 
naver. From their ruins the school appe•ars 
1o have been moved to the Town House at the 
Mercat Cross in High Street, where it re• 
mained unrn about 1;58!l when it found tem• 
porary quarters in the castle William Pai_ri, 
the dominie of the day was accounted by Sir 
Robert Gordon (who had been taught hy 
him) "' "a reasonable good scholar, and of 
a quick :and reddie wit." 

Sir Robe rt, in his role a,s thP- Tutor of 
Sutherland, advised his charg,e, the young 
14th Earl (who had been educated at Dornoch 
Scho,o•l between 1616 and 1642: "Let your 
chief schoole,s fnr ]learning be at D'ornoch .. , 
B!l careful to enlarg1e ancl mentay,ne the 
liberties of tlrn toune of Dornoch . . _ Erect 
schooles there which may be a seminarie of 
vertue to instruct the children and youth:, 
cf your cotin t retY in learning . . '; Cause Priect 
a bibliothick in Donrngh , and IHI it with suffi• 
cient store of boolcs, both for your credit and 
t he we1H of the country, to amend their 
i_g110rance which increases through laik of 
books." 

The· Dornoch of todav thinks this wa, 
gnod advice I But schooling had its ups ~nd 
downs and there were desperate periods 1ike 
the dawn of the nineteenth century when 
"the Ca thedral was crumbling, the Castle 
uninhabitable and the Town House a ruin." 

But education was by no• means 
neglected . Donald Sage, was a schoolboy in 
Dornoch between 180'1 and 180'3 and reports 
that the schoo1]1 was a single room laid out in 
it~ whol'e l,ength with wide pews, while the 
"most dane:erous l[ame of shinly" was played 
on the Links b1y old and you,ng alikP. 

Vast improvements took place in the 
town between 1810 and 1815. The ''old scho10l" 
of the present Dornoch Academy was opened 
on its present site in 1913. 

I told th>P story of Dnrno,:,h Cathedral!' and 
Castle in "This is My Country" in September, 
1 %4, so will not repeat it here. But the saga 
of the Town Jnil demands n mention in vie\V 
of present develop,ments . 

It forms the end flank of the remarkable 
facarl e in Castle Street. formed by the Castle 

Historic picture of the last meeting of Dornoc h Town C Ollncil. Back row, standing: G. Manson (Caravan Site 
superinienclent), M. S. Ba::endale (cashie,r), Miss C. J. Mackay (secreta ry), H. M. Morrison (Burgh Officer). Back 
row, seated: G. F. Trowbri dge (Town Clerk an d Cham berlain), Henry Clun ie (last Provost and last Freeman) , H. 
Steele (Burgh Surveyor). Left ~icle, ~,·ont to back : the late Councillor G. A. Mackenzie, Councillors D. Macpherson, 
W. M. Wickham, Capt. W. W. Stewart-Fitnoy, Right side, front to back : Hon. Treasurer E. K. Cartwright, Dean 

of Guild W. J. A. Davidson, Junior Baillie E. K. C. Currie and Senior Baillie J. A. T. Seatter. 

I By Cuthbert Graham I 
(now a hotel) Sheriff Courthouse and 
tne prison. lt was buLlt between 1844 ;:,nd 
1850 by the County Board of Sutherland and 
in recent yea,rs has served as a craft centre. 
Under the mew ownen;hip of the fi1 m e{ 
L'.;chcarron Weavers the ground flo:ir with 
its cel is is being converted into a vivid exhi
bition suite, a sort of Dornoch "Landmark" 
which will tell a great deal of history in a 
vivid and intriguing manner. 

Upstairs there will continue to be a 
lively crafts centre and coffee bar providing 
a delightful rendezvous for visitors, while 
the drill hall at the hack will be utilised as 
a manufactory for tartan fabric by the 
weavers. I saw dummy figures of '' prisoners" 
and uniform ed "warde·rs" arnving and being 
instailled in the ccl:ls which will al so disp,lay 
scenes from jail life of early last century. 

It is both original and ente,rtaining to be 
shown a famous County Jail of the 1850s. 

Treasures in the Rocks 
Another unusual Dornoch institution is· 

the S,uthedand Rockhounds Club which 
exists for the exploration of the fascinating 
geology of the county, Sutherland is a happy 
bunting g'l'Ound for the many folk w110 now 
have rock hunting as a hobby. 

The expeditions organiised for members 
aYi!! t<iil'r1i\!l.d JJJl.t with frn!l collahoration with 
the lan.iownie1'.s° co'h"\!'ei'H'ecl' flre~ t'oo'!!il" 6¥ t!lic'' 
trade a!'e simple - a crack hammer and a 
17eologist's chisel. The club was fo,rmed in 
1962 and has around 40 members, some of 
them eoo-respondi,ng membe,rs from England 
and overseas - including Texas, France and 
Italy. 

Smal'! rock specimens are brought back 
from outings, and have included six-sided 
crystals of aquamarine from Ben Loyal and 
Ben Hope, serpentine, from Scourie, jade from_ 
Assynt, amethyst from the Glen of Golspie, 
tcp;iz from Ben Hope, coppe1r p,vrit~s, zerc?,ns, 
Cairngorms and many other prec10ns 
minerr<als. 

The Rockhounds, whose president is Mr 
Peter Anderson, and whose ,secretary is Mr 
D. S. Frier, have, their own workshops 
equipped with cutting machines which Pn• 

able them to polish the stones and create 
attraeti'l'c j,cweUery. 

Meanwhile in its last months o-f existence 
the old Dornoch Town Counci1l made arrange
ments to make available to the GoU Club on 
2 99-year ],ease the part of thte, Links n<'eded 
for the extension of the, Ladies' Co:ul'se alway,; 
provid,ed that a site would be set aside for 
the annual Sutherland Agricultural Show -
or its suceessors. 

This famous show fakes nlace this year 
on Saturday, July 24, and will incorporate the 
Suthe,riand Trades Fair, as flora l art exhibi, 
tion · and flower show, aivestock, horse and 
pon()" events, a children's pet parade and 
.spods, sheep dog handHng, a homecraft. sec
tion,. areoplane flights and an RAF helicol)ter 
dispLa,y, a police dog demonstration, the Black 
I<ni~hts eight-man free fall parachute• disn-lay 
and performances by the Deeside Ladies' 
Pipe Band. 

The show will be preP,eded by various 
warming up events, among them a car rnlly 
treasure hunt on the evening of Tuesday, 
July 20, professional TV wrestling in the 
marquee on the following evening and a 
grand ceilidh in the marauee with dance to 
follow on Thursday, .July 22, while thP Show 
Queen finals will be staged in the marquee on 
Friday evening (July 23) 

The interior of Dornoch Cathedral, $hawing the piillars .and vault o.f 1he 
Crossing, ·the :oldest part of the building, and the cha~cel and sanctuary .,with 

with its magn ificent triple-lighted ,window. · 

Skibo Castle home of Mrs Carn egie-Millar, daughter of Andrew Carnegie, the 
Scots-Americ~n millionaire and benefactor. It is partly old (with a section 
dating from the seventeenth and eightee nth centuries) and partly a Victorian 

nee-baronial pile. 

Players practise putting on the Dornoch Old Cours1: with -the ~ecently extended 
club house behind . Golf has been played here s111ce the si xteenth cenlury. 

up in fro ilt of the O!d Sdwol w1 Ui t il e 11 ew Academy lrnii ding on 
classes are held in the Old Sch oo l . The new Academy was opened by the Queen 

Mother in September, 1963, 

_17 


	2008_060_15
	2008_060_15a



