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g QBEATH OF MR RUBERT MABKAY'
a4 DORHDGH

fe A \OTED SHOT,

: 10T |
€ QUEEN’'S PRIZE-WINNER 1N 1383,

We regret to announce the death of
Mr Robert Mackay, Westfield, Dornoch,
which took. place on Friday morning
- 98th August. Ile had been coufined o
the house for several wesks. and his

death was pot urexpected B his pas-
' sing aWdy, the Burgh Las lost 1ts Senior
Bailie, its oldest Town C‘ounctllor, both
i years and experience. and one who 1t.
ma‘.y ways was a remarkable man. =
He was horn at Cyderball, near
Dornoch, on the I4th September, 1850,

. and was a weil-known ficure 1m the north.

In hl@ early youth he "9('3“19 onagmoured:f. Glasgow (Darnley), Inverness, Dunrobin,

with the volunteers, and as a well grown
youth of fourteen, passed

into. the Dor-

11884-87 ;
11298-1919.

noch Company, by makicg his age seven-

teen. Mastermg the simple dri

of the |

-permd lie . was qme;L} grnmotcal te the |

ankoaf Dolon, Reyapand
shoot,m;? not the dri’(! Ltravied hi
qmost of all, and we hear of him in 18
making excellent shooting

1871 meeting on the Dornoch range, he
earried off a first class medal and a frst
class prize value £1, and from then until
1930 he never got. tired of his rifle
- shooting hobby; g1v1ngb alwavs first class
shooting and most of it of a very high
standard. In 1878 he (with other good,
shots of the Sutheriard Volunteers) made

SRt the Wﬁ&

Qraﬁﬁiﬁe with'|
At this

it a yearly practice to attend the Wim-:

bleton meeting. Many
“went from Sutherland tn Wimbleton in
those days. bLut ‘“ Rob” (as he was
familiarly knowr). outshone them all.
He continued to visit Wimbleton annually
from 1878 to 1890, until the great
‘British Shooting Muefing was moved to
‘Biclev. Between 18491 and 1930, he was
only absent once (ir 192¢) when he was
ill.  His last appearance was in 1930.
‘when, considering his age and | failing
powers, he did remaxkahlv well, He
ghot himself into the ng s Hundred"’
at Bisley, nine times, viz., 893 1896,
1897, 1898, 1901, 1905, 1918 11919,
1920, 1921 The last two years’ show,
that at ¢ three score and teﬂ " both
nerves and sight were unstrame&

“ THE QUFEN'S PRIZE.”
He won the “‘ Queen’s Prize ” in 1883.
An those days the last stages of the
Queen’s were ot 200 and QQQ ya?rggi and | C

shots were grouped m
what then was the 56 Quﬁen 8 glﬁy
¥ ,,__«%t&w lata @a ' vizen. n
‘eeded in getting mtn - the
Sixty ”’—in 1883 and 1887,
%€ Sixty 7’ took their places as thev were
after annther ;
with varying success. until at 900 ‘the’
‘final stage, the coveted trophy - lay
tween Captain Young, Paisley, WIth a
- 78, and Colour-Sergeant Mackay, Dor-
noch with a 74 and one shot to go, a
trying position for any man. bt :
THE ‘¢ SPOIL SPORT.” |
- During a loug shooting eareer, the
Jate Quaen s Prizeman could tell of more
“‘than one instance, where his nerves were
put to quitc unneccewary test by the
‘thoughtless spectotors.  The followinz
incident happened while £,000 spectatma
were gathered rcund the 900 yards range
in 1883, to see Mackay fire the shot which

was to win, or lose, the Queen’s P;m
We all know how to-day’s sports like
whooting, golf, etc., demand silence on

the partvof the spectators when witnes-
sing a critical part of the spert:  This
is the sporting snectators. ¢
chance >’ attitude, that is so much’
‘mired all over the world.-

ad-

an interruption. ~ Young had ‘‘ shot his
‘bolt 2 so to speak for a 79, Mackay with
a T4 had to score other five points to win
‘the prize. He had settled down calmly

to fire when the dead silence round :he | .

range was broken by a voice from among
the spectators raying: ‘‘ Make it an inner
“Mae, and get even:i"

exicellent shots

v

P

give ‘nm a

The interrupter

was qulcklv nudged quiet, when Mackay,

gtill with his cheek:  te the Lutt and his
finger on the trigger rerlied quite
ca,lmly “ Tl put up the bull and make

~pure of it > and instantly . pulling = the
#rigger scored a ‘“ dead centre ’’ bull’s
-eye, The tension set up by the inter-
rupti~-n got relief ir the iremendous roar
~of applause which acclaimed Mackay the
winner.

The day after winning: the °“ Queén’s
Prize’” he won the 'vapm and £25, and

came home that year wwit' £310 in eash,
s well as badges and other trophies.

He received a greal reception when ar-
xiving home in Dornoch as’the Queen’s
“Prizeman. There was no rallway to
Dornoch in those days. He was met at

“ithe top of the brae leading to the town

by a large assembly of the community, g|

and he. was ‘‘ chaired > all the way to
'the Hotel. The Volunteers gave a Ball
in his honour, and manv eongratulatory
addresses were made.

A GREAT SIOT.

At the height of his shooting i'lme, he
took partin “all the coreat ehootmg COT:1-
petitions of Scotland and England and
in the International ‘¢ shoots’' of the
three countries His numers,us prizes fili
one room i Westfield.. Dornoch, and
- overflow into other rooms. Tt is impcs.
sible in our limited space to chronicle all
his prizes, but we give a few of his
best :—The Queen’s PI‘I.ZB 1883 ; two 1st

. class badges of the Queen s Sixty, 1883-

1887; nine lst clag: badges of the

Vot ngs Huqdred 2 1843 to 19213 two.

sé'twtlng* to his gi;amperate habits.

L

shot off | '.

. The incident |
. at the 900 yards range took the form of [

| Church,
Bent- m:k Dnrnoc, :

Wimbleton.
two firsts of St. George s Bisléy,
Grand agglecrabe prizes of
‘Wimbleton and Bisley are  first gold
medal, 1893, first silver = medal, 1882
_seven hrronze crosses of 1886, 1896 1898
1899 1901, 1903, 1905. He shot seveil
’nme~ for Scotland in the International

‘“ shoot 7’ against FEngland and Irelard
and had seven wins, Silver badges are
for 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, 1897, 1893,

first badges of St. George’s

1900. Seven bronze inedals of the Nat-
ional Rifle Association, winning seveg
out of eleven at the S.R.A. ranges. Ot

the Scottisy, Twenty Club, he has 4 gold,

1 silver, and 2 bromze -medals; three
bronze of the Astor Cup compeutionfs;
seven hadges = of the Caledonian = Shield

1909:10. ete . etc. Other

rifles, picturys.
ete.,

‘the shootmg meetings at Edinburgh,
ete. | He wag presented in 1895 with the
long service Volunteer medal, and was
at the *° Wot Rewew i Edmburgh 01
iugust 29, 1821. - All his long life he was
gy tﬁeto«i:alg; and non—smukem “and he
wtten matd he vwed mmh af hig mustess o

Quite apart ' from his
shootivg  ability,
which' wall mike him Tong remiembered
in Dornoch- One was the many  quiet
scts of kindness done to his frisnds. At
Westfield, he cultivated a large gardea
of fruwt, flowers and vegetahles, And be
was' never done distributing all over the
town and pucish gifts from his stora.
His other. ‘quality was an extraordinary
well developed intuition for forecasting
the weather. 'Whatever instinet told him
of approaching storm or @ther change,
‘he invariably went  round the  district
and gave the warning, fully seven *0 ten
days before-hand. = < Rob's storm ** has
hecome a well-known saying in tnwn and
parish. :

For 32 rears he was a membér of the
Nornock Town Couneil. filling at various
periods the offices of Senior Ba,lhﬁ, Junior
Bailie, Dean of Guild. and County Cour.
cil representative.  For many years he
was a memligr of the c¢ld School Board,
and Parish Council. e

FUNERAL.

The funeral on Monday waa atrended
by the Dornocis Town Council and repre-
sentatives of .other public bedies and
‘Shooting  Clubs, particularly - Edderton

remarkable

| Shooting Club, of which ha was President.

The service at Westfield was conducted

by the Rew. Wlﬁmﬁ Macleod, Fres.
hurch and the Rev. John Fraser, West
and at the gravemde by Dr €. D
Cal mdml |

-

gh; S.W.R.I Annual f xhb-*on

- Thé annual exhibition of work, etc.,
under the auspices of the 'Scottish
Women’s Rural Institute (Sutherland
Federaiion), takes i.lace in the Territor-
inl Hal'l, Dornoch, on Saturday, 12th
September. I will he opened by Mrs

the ‘Dornoch Instltute, at 2.30 p.m.
There will be the usval beautiful and
tastefully arrayed exhibits of work,
baking, dairy produce, ebe. Another
feature wil] be the buffet, where members
and their frlends can adjourn for a
refreshing ‘“‘cup that cheers but does not
inebriate.”’ Members of the Dornoch

|guch as edibles. will be appreciated by
the local committee.  The usual train
and 'bus facilities will suit intending

visitors tc the exhibition and the Royal
B‘urcrh of Dornoch on that date

a— — — —— -

CHIEF’S LAST HOMAGF

PATFIFTI(‘ ]NUIDENT OF I'F{}] “* WET
" REVIEW b

\

Much has been written of the fatal ve
sults ef the ‘“ Wet Review,”” but nothing
is more touching than , the story. of the
grand o¢ld Hignland shief. Duncar. Dav-
:dson of Tulloch,
the ‘‘ Edinburgh Evening News.’

Though well on to %0 years of age he

wife and frjends, undertook the Ilong
journey from Dingwall to Edinburgh.
There were no quick trains or motors in
those days. / Had the weather been fine.
-all would probably have gone well. As

it was, his silver ocks uncovered, he sat

unt’

P,

through, all the pitiless dewnpour,
the Royal carriags wad out of sight.
and his relative, Cluny Macpherson were
said to be the mest handseme and dis-
tingvished Highlander: there © He never
rose from bed again, ' and in spite "
every attention, in fwo days was dead.
The old chlef had been a special fay
ourite of Royalty from kis vewh.
a }ounnr man, and a great frirnd of the

Prince Regent he loved tc tell of his gay
{ doings in town.

tle was a guest at the
Royal dinner party  when a wager was
laid of who conld say the moest
tinent thing. Beau Brummel wou easily
with ¢ George, ring the bell.”” The
Prlnce qu:etlv did so, and on the foot-
man’s entrance, said, ** OrJer Mr Brum-.

mel’s’ carrlageV’ |

Curiously enough, Tulloch fulfilled one
of the prophecies of Lhe Brahan Seer.
who had predicted more tl.an 200 years

Svkes, Dornoch Castle, hon. president of

branch’ are reminded tbat contributions,

writes C. R M B. 1 |

was determined to do homage to his'
Queen, and, heedless of the advice of his

Competitions, ard 1 grand aggregate at |
| Edinburgh,
| prizes in medals, cups,
show that he attended with succe\.+

he had two qualities

When :

1mpav- ;

\$

before that a laird of Tulloch should have

five wives, and ke cutlived by the fifth.

His wives were all beautifl
tlngulshed womets,,

and dis- |



