
1. The p~=pc.rss of t h e  m e t i n g  i s  to  resolve future s s r z n g e ~ ~ n t s  f o r  the custody of ,  
and access t o  cer ta in  books, which pr ior  t o  1975 were kept i n  'The reading Room' 
i n  "Le Tom Cowkcil off ices .  . 

2. R i s t o r i c d l y ,  i t  i s  ,=gued by the Community Council t ha t  this col lect ion of books 
was 'held i n  trust by the fomer  D~rnoch Tovm Council1 axid was not part  of the 

, Public Library Servic:e. Support for .  t h i s  view' i s  claimed i n  tha t  the books were - not  i n  the Branch Libracry, and tha t  the Reading Room was adminis.tered by the 
Town Council. It is,  i~owevcr, not c lear  whzt exactly i s  meant by 'held i n  t r u s t ' ~ g y w v ~ ~ [  
and there i s  so E a r  no documentary evidence of any such arrangement- F~Y''; .:  ' -2  7' , , , 

---- - -  -- _ _I p-- c'. - 

3.. If the books were par t  of the stock of the former Dornoch Town .Comcil Library, 
?@mating i n  the Camec:ie Library building, they would have been absorbed i n t o  
the Suthnzland.Co~~ty  Li 'o~xry i n  abotlt 1920 o r  l a t e r ,  and then become paxt of the I 

Regional. Council Fublic Library stock i n  1975, by v i r tue  of the I.egi.slation 
succ~ns ion  of ownership znd responsibil i ty.  

4. That this seems more l i k e l y  i s  suggested by the publication dates of the bgooks i n  
the  collection, o,dy three of which ,are l a t e r  '-than 19 16. 

5. . Rased on the und.erstmding s e t  out .-- i n a w a p h  3 above, the col lect ion w a s  removed 
.GO Inve~ness  fox examination and any work nzsssary., a id  cer tain books ware selected 
f o r  raturn -Ic Dornoch, to  be inclc.6. ?d l.s local source material i n  the.Dc...so& Brpnch 
&ibr.zry. stock. The remaining books, most c f  which a re  already i n  Central Public 3 

.' &:bray stoc? are  therefare a l r e d y  icve.ila.i\ie on reqaest.. Others,. which are  of no 
' value or reievance (e. , pye r s  deaJ.ing wS t h  South vales) would. normally be disposed 

of by passi~lg t o  other It . i .br~ries f o r  w:?om they iiould have 'relevance, o r  by disposal 
a s  (surplus book stock, These l a t t e r  a.c+,ions wod'd be nomaJ. @,ad Library pra.ctice, 
a 1 1 3  in accordacce wj.t,h c ~ t ~ ~ \ l i s h s d  pdc ly . .  . (.( ~ / i ~ - . i ~ - ~ & f  . , / 

a 6. I'i; .:kcrefore appear-, t'!-,L the  f i r s t  na t t e r  i s  t o  resolve the ownership of tt-2 collection. 
~ b i s  hinges on the rcl'cre5ra above t o  the books ha,ving been 'held i n  txus t l  by t k L k  
Town Council, a d  the Xegiona'i. Comzil has no evidence of =y. such arrangenent. I f  
sach rtr? mr-mgenent car1 be shown, i n  records o r  other reports,  there i s  no doubt 
t h a t  the Library Service would be willice to  hm6 the collection back t o  the Commxnity 
Co-mcil, zs successors t o  the Town Council, and fo r  the Community Council t o  make 
nuch arrangcuents a s  they may wish fo r  cnstody ~5 the collectxonv@for i t s  securi ty  
m d  f o a c c e s s  to  i t  %y those who may vish t-.. use it. It should be noted t h a t  these 
-l-.hi*ce c.onsjderations a re  t h o v  ;;t~;h the X b m r y  S 4 ~ : i c e  SC;C?~S to  p r o v i d ~  for .  

7. I f  it ctmnot be established that l t p  Tom Council had my special  arrangement f o r  
.,he collection, i t  xoul?. be assumed -';h=-L the col lect ion i s  the responsibi l i ty  'of the 
L i b r a y  Service, a d  t ha t  -the ect icn propos~d above would be foliowed; 

I 

8. It i s  o ? s x e  c o n c e ~ .  t h r t  eo f a r  the only representations msde have been on .~ i le  
matter of ownership zf these books. The prime matter of cr?ncern must be the 

- a ~ a i l ~ b i l i t y  of  the relevant and useful p s r t s  of Yna col;ecti>?r -r)r loca l  reference 
and.reseaxch study. It i s  assumed tha t  t h i s  i s  reco,nnised by the Community Council, 
and tha t  -the need to  provide effect ively for mese purposes i s  t,zF.en in to  accomt 
i n  any a.ltema.tive pro?osrzls ,which the Comni.xG ;̂y Couacil nay hzve. 



DORNOCH LIBRARY: DORNOCH COMMlTNITY COUNCIL 
PROPOSALS AGREED AT MEETING HELJ) ON 1st DECEDBER, 1980 

The following suggestions were agreed at a meeting between representatives 
of Dornoch Community Council and the Director of Leisure and Recreation and 
Regional Librarian, at a meeting on 1st December, 1980 in the District Council 
offices, Dornoch. 

The arrangements refer to the books formerly kept in the Reading Room of 
the old Dornoch Town Council offices, and sometimes referred to as 'The Dornoch 
Collection'. 

The background to the discussion is the transfer of this collection to the 
Central Unit in Inverness for checking and possible restoration, and return of 
only certain parts of that material to Dornoch, the remainder being seen as 
surplus to Library requirements, being already in Central Reference Stock 
and available on request, or of no interest or value to the Library, and for 
possible disposal, principally to other Libraries or for sale. 

It had been argued locally and was pressed by certain local representatives, 
that the collection was not part of the Library Service stock, but had been 
'held in Trust' by Dornoch Town Council for the community, and therefore remained 
the property of the Town Council's successors, possibly the Community Council. 

The meeting agreed - 
(1) that the books at present in Dornoch, and; included in the stock of the 

Branch Library as local reference material would remain there, as the best 
means of providing for safe custody and access to local material at a local 
location; 

(2) that the Community Council be asked to advise the Regional Council of other 
books on the inventory of books formerly in the Reading Room, which they 
would also wish to see included in local reference material; 

(3) that having received this list the Regional Council would respond and 
comment on the list, and assuming agreement, any such further titles 
as might be identified would be allocated to the Dornoch Library for 
inclusion in stock; 

(4) the remaining books to be for disposal, in the first instance to other 
Libraries for whom they might have relevance or be of interest, and the 
remainder to be sold, preferably after some assessment of their value 
had been obtained: it was accepted that this latter point was agreed 
without prejudice to the possible need to resolve the ownership of the 
collection, and the consequent right to receive the proceeds of any sale 
that might take plmg as between the Regional Council and the successors 
to the former Town Council, who might be the Community Council or Sutherland 
District Council. 



BGTE CF k. KTEI'ZC HELD ON TITORSCAY 9 TSLY AT l:??ICFi TI32 20Ri':OC9 CC?APIUNI'IPY 
COIITTCrI, RI:?F.FS%iTBB BY F 9  J K 3EI.5, I:', W C i'i>.IGFi,T :*lE E A GOSKIFX - "- 
AN3 E-IF REGI3Nk-L CCLTJCIL BY I b E  'I! M G U Y ,  FZT-IO2lA.L bISRG?IAN. 

The purpose of t h e  m e t i n g  was t o  consider f u ~ t h e r  t h s  boc;ks foxmerpj kopl; ' '  i n  the Dorrioch T~i++n C o i m m l l  Offices and sonet izes  rel'.~rzt.d t o  as the. . - ' 

- - - -'Dornoch Col'lec tior.* and i n  par t i cu la r ,  those i tern which the AcP~isory - 

Sub-Cornnittee, l ed  by 1.k J .K Be1.i as agreed at the  D~rnoeh  Corrmuiiiity Comcil 
Meeting held on 13 January 1981, had se lec t sd  f rog  t h e  l i s t  a s  warrzntj:ng 
inclus ion i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s to ry  co l lec t ion  i n  addi t ion t o  those volumes 
already present i n  Dornoch Library, 

2 In  the  course of considerable discussion,  Elr Fixight indicated t h a t  
ownership of t h i s  Collection might be vested i n  xhe Regional Council o r  
Sutherband D i s t r i c t  Council as successors t o  Dornoch Torm Council, but the  
Advisory Cou:nittee held t o  the  view t h a t  nevertheless thsse  books were 
s t i l l  regarded as being "held i n  Trust f o r  che geo9l-e of Dornoch" and 
therefore  should be ,ava i lab la  i n  Dornoch f o r  a l l  time, It wzs a-ee.3 t h z t  
t!~ere w a s  no documentary evidence t o  supgort t h i s  view. 

3. I'ne Regional Librar ian advised t h a t  many such .donations were medc tc- bhe 
library 3u t  without such r i g i d  conditions being zppllsd t o  a a t e r i a l s  which 
vcre out  of da te  and of l i t t l e  s ignif icance i n  subject  matter. 

4 .  M r  Goski-rk suggested t h a t  a l i s t  of those t i t l e s  re ta ined i n  reserve ss 
p a r t  of the  Regional Reference and Local Studies shvald be prepared aid 
aade avz i lak le  i n  Dornoch, and t h a t  t h i s  would enable any person wishing 
Lo consult  t h e  l e s s  obvicusly re levant  items on request ,  and avoid haviag 
t o  f i nd  she l f  space f o r  l i t t l e  used materiaJs, The Regional 1 , i b ~ a r i a n  
agreed t o  provide a comglete l i s t  as soon as possible. 

It V ~ , S  suggested that the  C c x : s i t y  Ssi lr . i l l  night cc.l&.dsr tilo :;iii.ii. 
colleci:ion a s  an item fcr inclus ion i n  the  proposed Heritage ZerLtre. 

L .  Etr Bell agreed on bohalf of the  Community Council t o  take charge of a scrap 
book of press  cut-Lings r e l a t i n g  t o  Mr Robert NacKay m c l  arrange f;or its 
placing with the co l lec t icn  of medals held i n  t h e  ~ o u n k i i  Charri32~. 

7, 7k Bell expressed concern1 i n  regard t o  th ree  maps and a rer,-i; r o i l  which 
had been placed with the  Regional Archives and r;skef! t h a t  &m8n~$~il~~nf;S 5 e  
xade f o r  these  t o  be disp!.aged f o r  a sho r t  time i n  Domoch Library. 

g ,  It was ameed t h a t  items selected by the  Adv.isory Comni.ttee wh.ich had been brs~g4;t  
from Inverr,ess for consideration should. be retaiced a i  3o~noch  Library Ecr 
a shor t  while t o  enrzble ?Ir 2211 t o  seek advice KL; t o  t h e  moneta,-y value 
of these  items and determine t he  :celev:mce of each i t e z  f o r  a, ioca.1 tistsr;r 
zolleciion.  



NOTE OF A MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9 JULY AT WHICH THE DORNOCH COMMUNITY 
b' COUNCIL hERF REP~SENTED BY MR J K BELL, MR W C NRIGHT AND MR D A GOSKIRR 

AND TH3 RZGIONAL COUNCIL BY MR T M GRAY, RSIONAL LIBRARIAN. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider further the books formerly kept 
in the Dornoch Town Council Offices and sometimes referred to as the 
tDornoch Collectiont and in particular, those items which the Advisory 
Sub-Comrnittee,led by Mr J K Bell as agreed at the Dornoch Community Council 
Meeting held on 13 January 1981, had selected from the list as warranting 
inclusion in the local history collection in addition to those volumes 
already present in Dornoch Library. 

In the course of considerable discussion, Mr Flright indicated that 
ownership of this Collection might be vested in the Regional Council or 
Sutherland District Council as successors to Dornoch Town Council, but the 
Advisory Committee held to the view that nevertheless these books were 
still regarded as being "held in !J!rust for the people of Dornoch" and 
therefore should be available in Dornoch for all time. It was agreed that 
there was no documentary evidence to support this view. 

The Regional Librarian advised that many such donations were made to the 
library but without such rigid conditions being applied to materials which 
were out of date and of little significance in subject matter. 

Mr Goskirk suggested that a list of those titles retained in reserve as 
part of the Regional Reference and Local Studies should be prepared and 
made available in Dornoch, and that this would enable any person wishing 
to consult the less obviously relevant items on request, and avoid having 
to find shelf space for little used materials. The Regional Librarian 
agreed to provide a complete list as soon as possible. 

It was suggested that the Community Council might consider the whole 
collection as an item for inclusion in the proposed Heritage Centre. 

Mr Bell agreed on behalf of the Community Council to take charge of a scrap 
book of press cuttings relating to Mr Robert MacKay and arrange for its 
placing with the collection of medals held in the Council Chamber. 

7 
I 

Mr Bell expressed concern in regard to three maps and a rent roll which 
had been placed with the Regional Archives and asked that arrangements be 
made for these to be displayed for a short time in Dornoch Library. 

It was agreed that items selected by the Advisory Committee which had been brought 
from Inverness for consideration should be retained at Dornoch Library for 
a short while to enable Mr Bell to seek advice as to the monetary value 
of these items and determine the relevance of each item for a local history 
collection. 


