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BURGHFIELD HOUSE HOTEL - 

TELEPHONE: DORNOCH 2 12 

An ideal centre for golf, fishing and touring. Set in 5-) acres 
of garden overlooking Dornoch. Tennis Court. Putting Lawns. 
Famous far its good food and unrestricted meal times. 
50 Bedrooms. Private Bathrooms. Spacious picture-windowed 
Dining-room. Wel l  appointed Lounges. T.V. Games Room. 
Excellent Wine Cellar and Cocktail Bar. Central Heating. 

Own Farm Produce 

E N  PENSION TERMS - 174-199 gns. Weekly 
(Reduced rates for Children) 

FULLY LICENSED OPEN ALL YEAR - - - - - - - 
Brochure sent on request - Ashley Courtney Recommended - 

Proprietors: W M .  CURRIE & SONS 
- - - - - - - - 

Two well stocked Lochs available for Residents 
- - - - - - - - 
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THE ROYAL B U R G H  O F  DORNOCH 

Oficial Guide 

PUBLISHED B Y  T H E  T O W N  C O U N C I L  

of tlte 

R O Y A L  B U R G H  O F  D O R N O C H  

Tile Sqr~c~re 
Photo by "Press and lournol" Aberdeen 



INTRODUCTION 

T H I S  IS  J U S T  O N E  C O R N E R  O F  O N E  B A R -  

'GLe O n e  U i  
EXPLORE THIS AND THE 0 THER TWO - 

At THE DORNOCH INN 

and r rmord of explanation 

T HE preparation of an Official Guide Book poses many problems: but the most 
important of these are, first, the scope of the Guide and, second, what must 
be included and what may be left out. 

The aim in preparing this edition has been the provision of information not 
only about Dornoch of yesterday and today but also of the countryside round about. 
There are limits to the number of facts which can be condensed into a small Guide 
and this publication is not designed as a holiday-maker's 'bible' nor as a substitute 
for the Burgh's Information Centre. But it is hoped that it will prove to be more than 
a mere list of what can be seen and done in Dornoch. I t  is meant to be a work of 
reference guiding the visitor to those places and pastimes which appeal and quoting 
sources of further information. 

The experience of  the Dornoch Burgh Tourist Board in running the local 
Information Centre has helped considerably in assessing the scope and content of 
this Guide but, as there is no such thing as a perfect Guide, constructive criticism will 
be welcomed. It is realised that only the visitor can know what the visitor wants to 
know of Dornoch. 



Dornock Cathedral 

High Street 

A PAGE OF FACTS ABOUT 

D O R N O C H  

Dornoch is one of the fourteen ancient cities of Scotland. 

Area of the Burgh is 1,200 acres. 

Population at the 1961 census was 933; population of County 13,504. 

It is the only burgh in thecounty of Sutherland: situated in itssouth-east corner. 

Bounded on the east by the Moray Firth and on the south by the Dornoch Firth. 

Annual rainfall averages about twenty-five inches. 

Local stone for building - yellow sandstone. 

Water supply taken from hill loch - Loch Laoigh (pronounced Lee). 

Rateable value of Burgh in 1967168 £23,935. 

Burgh is built on the south of the ridges of Cnoc-an-Lhobt and Bishopfield and 
sheltered by woodlands at Earls Cross. The micro-climate is very temperate. 

Dornoch was an ancient settlement of the Culdee Church dating from the 6th 
century A.D. Remains of kitchen middens at Earls Cross denote a history of 
settlement going back perhaps to 3,000 B.C. 

The Cathedral of Dornoch founded in 1224 by Gilbert, Archdeacon of Moray 
and Bishop of Caithness has been a place of worship from consecration until 
the present day. 

Prior to 1628, Dornoch was Burgh of Barony - one of three such Burghs in 
Sutherland (others being Brora and Tongue). Erected into a Royal Burgh by 
Charter of Charles I dated 14th July, 1628. 

Royal Dornoch Golf Club - plays on the second oldest golf course in the 
world, reckoned to be among the world's twelve best courses. 

Links are extensive and contain one of the country's trend-setting caravan 
and camping sites approved for International Signs. 

Extensive sandy beaches are clean and border a shallow warm sea giving safe 
bathing for young and old. 

Pastimes to be enjoyed are: golf, bowling, tennis, boating, sea-bathing, camping, 
caravanning, walking, cycling, motoring, climbing and hill-walking. 

Excellent opportunities for the study of ornithology, zoology, botany and 
archaeology in unspoiled country. 

Information Centre in The Square is provided for the visitor who should make 
full use of its facilities. 

Shelter and free car parks, swings for children, bathing huts all provided at 
beach. 

Car parking (free) at The Square and in High Street. 



TRENTHAM HOTEL 
POLES, DORNOCH 

Telephone: DORNOCH 391 

SMALL COUNTRY HOTEL SITUATED ON MAIN A9 ROAD 
BETWEEN BONAR BRIDGE AND GOLSPIE 

2 miles from Dornoch Good Motoring Centre Bedrooms H. 81 C. 
Comfortable Accommodation Fully Licensed 

J. & C. H. CUMMING OPEN ALL YEAR 

MACKAY'S GARAGE & AGRICULTURAL CO, LTDl 
THE SQUARE . DORNOCH 

TELEPHONE 232 

0 0 

BMC DEALERS 

All makes of Vehicle Repairs . Breakdown Service 

Petrol and Oil 

e 
Visit ~ ( e  gift SRop 

CASTLE STREET . DORNOCH 

Telephone 405 

J, & 4% MACI%EAN 

for a varied selection of . . . 
TOYS, NOVELTIES, POST CARDS, LEATHER 
GOODS, CAITHNESS GLASS, HORN GOODS 
CRESTED GOODS, SCOTTISH JEWELLERY 

CHINA, HARDWARE, ETC. 

I 

DORNOCH - its amenities 

T H E  Town Council of a Burgh with a population of under 1,000 -quadrupled 
in the peak holiday season - has many difficult problems to  face in providing 
essential services such as water supplies, sewerage disposal, scavenging and the 

maintenance of roads and squares, links and beaches to meet the needs of a greatly 
increased population during an all too short summer season. The Town Council of 
Dornoch has succeeded in providing the essential services but requires constantly to 
plan further improvements which will be in keeping with the architecture and the 

I tradition of an  old Cathedral town. 
The beaches a t  Dornoch lie northwards towards Embo, southwards towards 

the Dornoch Firth and along the Dornoch Firth and are extensive and clean. The 
best sea-bathing facilities are found immediately south of the rocks at  thecar park and 
beach shelter. The shore slopes gently and the bathing is safe. 

The links are very extensive and contain part of the Royal Dornoch Golf Club's 
High course and the whole of the Struie Course.Part of the Links ground isutilised for 
the caravan site. The lower links are used for cattle grazing according to  ancient 
custom. There are grass landing strips suitable for use by light private and charter 
aircraft. 

Apart from golf there are facilities for tennis and bowls near the Golf Club House 
on Golf Road. Sea trout can be caught off the beach and fishing for sea trout in the 
Kyle of Sutherland and for brown trout in lochs in the neighbourhood can be 
arranged through the local angling club. 

The Burgh is a very good centre for touring the County and for short excursions 
and walks. The countryside offers a variety of scenery from the beach to the high 
moorlands north-west of the town. 

Sutherland is still unspoiled and archaeologists, geologists, ornithologists, 
botanists and zoologists can pursue their hobbies with profit and pleasure. 

Dornoch Pipe Band, founded over 40 years ago, parades regularly in the Burgh. 
There is a thriving rockhound club and a boating club. All clubs in the Burgh offer 
facilities to  visitors. 

Dornoclz Pipe Band 



ROYALBURGH OFDORNOCH 

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 

Camping & Caravan Site 
BEACH CARAVAN SITE Charges: Season 1969/70 

APRIL, M A  Y ,  JUNE, SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER 

CARAVAN OR MOTORISED CARAVAN 
OR TENT 51- per night 301- per week 

CARAVAN & TENT OR MOTORISED 
716 per night 3716 per week 

CARAVAN & TENT OR TWO TENTS 

JUL Y ond AUGUST 

CARAVAN OR MOTORISED CARAVAN 
OR TENT 61- per night 361- per week 

CARAVAN &TENT OR MOTORISED 
91- per night 451- per week 

CARAVAN & TENT OR TWO TENTS 

1111111111111111111l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l1 l l~ l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l~ l l l l l~ l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l1 l l l l l l I l l l l l l l l l l l l l~  - - - 
ALEXANDER THOMSON & SON - - - - - - 

(M. j.  and A. THOMSON) - - - - .. 
REGISTERED PLUMBERS, S A N I T A R Y  A N D  H E A T I N G  - - - - - 

ENGINEERS . C A L O R  GAS A G E N T S  - - - - 
Special Attention given to hot water and sanitary arrangements - - - - - 

Estimates on application - - - - - - 
Tel. 270 Church Street, Dornoch Tel. 270 

- - - - - - - - 
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JOHN GRANT & SONS 
(Chas. Grant, Robt. Grant, Donald F. Grant, R. Glen Grant) 

Purveyors of- 
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, BACON & SALMON 

CATHEDRAL SQUARE, DORNOCH 
Wholesale & Retail Branch Telephone & Telegrams: 
at Golspie "Dornoch 327/328/329" or "Golspie 203" 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Banks 

Bank of Scotland. High Street, 
Telephone: 256. 
Clvdesdale Bank Ltd., Castle Street, --, - - -  
Telephone: 220. 

Bowling Club 
Green at  Golf Road. 

'Bus Service 
Highland Omnibuses Ltd., 
The Square, Telephone: 208. 

Caravan Site 
At beach (via Littletown: follour 
signs from The Square). Note of 
charges obtainable from Town 
Clerk's Office, High Street, 
Telephone: 205. Attendant at site 
from 1st April toblst  October. 

Cinema 
Sixteen m.m. film-shows given at  Cathedral Hall - West end of Castle Street. 
Dates and times of shows are advertised at  Gillespie's, Newsagents, Castle 
Street; Information Centre and Caravan Site. 

Chemist 
R. R. Johnstone, High Street, Telephone: 253. 

Churches 
Cathedral (Church of Scotland), Sunday 12 noon. Minister Rev. F. H. Fulton, 
M.A., Free Church of Scotland, Church Street. Gaelic service I I a.m., English 
service at  12 noon every Sunday. Evening service every 4th Sunday. Minister 
Rev. Wm. M~cL~o~,D.L.,H.c.F.,J.P.,M.A. 
St Finnbarr's Episcopal Church, Schoolhill. 
Services Weekly-Summer, Fortnightly-Winter, As advertised 
Priest in Charge: Rev. D. P. M. Strachan. 

Dentists 
Surgery at  Eaglefield Road, off Castle Street, near Eagle Hotel, Telephone: 267. 

Doctors 
Surgery at  Burnside, off Church Street, Telephone 213. 

Early Closing Day 
Shops close on Thursday afternoon. See also 'holidays'. 

Garages - 
Mackay's Garage, The Square, Telephone: 232, 
Mackenz~e's, St. G~lbert  Street, Telephone: 341 
Evelix Service Station, Telephone: 255. 

Golf 
Clubhouse, Golf Road, Telephone: 219. Secretary's ofice, Telephone: 309: 
House 314. 

Holidays 
Shopkeepers'- Last Monday of each month from January to May and 
September and October. Close early on Monday from first Monday in October 
to last Monday of March.General holidays: 1st and 2nd January, third Thursday 
in June and November (fast days), first Thursday in December (Thanksgiving 
Day) and Christmas Day. 


