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Meit! " s~ i l )~~~c . rg~nce  " sce~llx in:~dequt~te to ;icoount for these 
facb. Xncl we ve~~tr i re  to say tllat to assume, first, a suh. 
nlergence of over 500 feet, then n re-elevation to about the old 
levtll, with n retniw of gl:cci;tl conditiol~n, I I I I I C ~ I  the sarne as 
before, is to hang an iili~nense series of cl~snges upon the (as 
regards interpretation) more or loss t lnubtf~~l evidence before us. 

(~)111. ot)se~.v:ttio~is hnvc? corivincetl us, gc?nerally, that  no slich 
sr~bniergence, nor any a t  ill1 npproacliing to it, took place in any 
part of the Uritisll Isles during the Glacial epoch. 

011 the o t l~er  I~aild, we freely adlriit tllut the extent of the 
sl~elly slay in this insti~nee and the p~r fe~ t i i e s s  qylnany of t11a 
coiltsined sl~ells do weigh against tile sup1)osition t iat the deposit, 
as ZL whole, owes its tiailsport, or i r t  least its present for~il, t o  
Ii~nd-ice. Tlie ob.jectio~l from the con~puratively perfect contlition 
of tlie shells is parliays the 111ost iu~portant. Whether, in view 
of tlle known i~~starices ill which even delicicte shells have been 
t.racuspo~~tecl uni~~julr:tl by icc, this objt!ction be insuperable, must 
I)e left to tlie juclgnlel~t of otl-rer~. Our own feeling is that if the 
case clepends ~ntlinly or1 tllis point i t  i~ i~npossible to pl-onounce 
upon it wit11 confidence. 

On the wl~ole, our opinion, wit11 all deference, is that  we 
l ~ a r e  not yet reached a solution of tlle difficulties connected wit11 
~ J I O  Clilva deposit. . D. B. 

P. F. K. 

Bt~cita :-Page 317, tl~irtl line, L t 4 ~  111. in all" slrould be 44 lb. in all. 
l'age 320, line 8 fro111 foot, " N. 52' E" sliould be N. 41" E. 

DORNOCH I N  T H E  EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

A t  t l ~ e  n~eeting on tlris dub, tlle Rev. Donald Grant, parish 
nlinixter of Doruoch, read a pnpei. on the subject of Dornoch in 
tlie IStll c e ~ ~ t l u y .  Sir Helily C. Macariclrew, President of the Club, 
w;ts ill tlie chair. An interesting discussion followed the reading 
of the paper, and Mr Grant wrts cordially thanked for making 
sucll :r usefrll contribution to  local history. The paper is as 
follows :- 

The llistory of Dori~och has yet to be written. The 
inirterinlu for s11cl1 a history are, ~infortunately, scanty. It is, 
incleed, surprising how very little is known of Dolaoch and its 
surroundings during the period of its eccleviastical greatness from 
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the \beginning (1222) of the 13th to the middle of tlle I7tl1 
century. As the Cathedral town of the diocese, it wns n plnm of 
considerable importance, ant1 must have witr~essed n1s11y tr R ~ B I I ~  

of more than pt~ssing interest. If any church rccord~ of t l l ~  
poriotl arc extilnt, they probi~bly lie ill some cltarter eltent to 

which the ordinary reader has no access. Sir Robert Godolt, Iby 
whose 'I cretlet and nlea~les," ns 11e himself expressen it, " t l~ir  
toun wes laterlie erectetl int,o a bargl~ roynll," is t l~so~rly n11t110rit~ 
of any importance on the history of the period in cluehtio~~. I ~ I *  
book- I' A (iene:~logic;ll 1 l ist.ory of tlle Earldom of Sutlrurland " 
-is t,l~o grc!irt quirr1.y \rl~iclt Ilirs supplied recent writcw with 
nluteriitl for snch articles on L)OI'IIOL.~I ns we PORSI?SP ill IICM,, 

papers, gilzatteers, ant1 clan I~istories. Side lights are haw a11(l 
there thro1v11 on our 1listo1.y from other sources, snch ax atate 
papers and fan~ily ~*ecords, all11 tlrese side ligl~ts ure yenrly 
becoming more numerous ; but t l~ere is still little I~IIOWII of ill* 
history of Ilornoch in the Jlidtlle Ages, except what Sir Itolwrrt 
(.:ordon 11ns toltl 11s. Sir Robert's History, wit11 the conti~~r~itti<)~\ 
of the scilne by C;ill)ert (;ordoll of Si111agl1, ends abo11t the u~id~llo 
of the 17th c e ~ ~ t ~ l r y .  T l ~ e  remilining Irnlf of that century was till 

in~portirnt one for Scotli~ncl. T l ~ e  time was stirring I L I I ( ~  

troublous-the titile of the Co~l~~l~onwealth,  the Restori~tio~~, 111111 

t l ~ e  Revolntio~~ ; nntl doul)tless sc~mctl~i~lg of the political t r ~ ~ t l  

c!cclesiastical strift! \ V I I ~ C I I  ri~g(!cl further s o l ~ t l ~  I I I I I S ~  II:L\,~: ~.eacllctl 
even T)o~.nocl~, but there was no Sir 1tol)ert Gortlo11 t.o l~urrrrt~? 
the events of tile (lily, ancl our 1111risl1 I~istory during tlli~t pt.ri1~1 
is :rln~ost n. b l n ~ ~ k .  With the tillill estitblisll~~~e~rt of Presl~!- 
terianisnr nfter tilt: Revolutic~~l irl 1690, Yrcs1~ytc1.y r111tl Scssit~~r 
I iecord~ came g r i~~ l l~ :~ l ly  ilkto ( ' S ~ S ~ C I I ~ : ~ ,  a1111 tllese give us it f i 1 i 1 . l ~  

gootl viv\v of t,llc! pirrisll l i f i -  si~~cc: !.II~*II. 31y sultject t l l i s e v e ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  
is " L)or.l~och ill last C e ~ ~ t l ~ r y , "  iultl, wl~ere irecesxnl.y, I s11illl 
itlention tile sonrces of my inforn~ii t io~~ :is I go i~long. 

1 begin witl~ the ecclesiastici~l, or cl~urcl~,  life of the lrcnisll. 
Tlte ~ n i ~ ~ i s t e r s  ill l i~s t  ce11tu1.y ~ve~~a-.Arcl~ibi~Ii:l liowie or Jioy, 
Robcrt Kirk, Jollii Sutl~erla~ld, ii~itl Johrl 1Zctl1111:c. 311- J l u y  I~,I IS 

p reso~~t  itt a meeting of PresLgtery ill 1707. His ind;iction I I I I I S ~  
have t;tkc:n place itbont 170'1, for i l l  i t  :cl.wese~~tittic,r~ of g~.ievances 
s~lbtl~it.~etl to tile P~.c!sl),ytc~-y ill 1 ;US, 11e stiitetl tllat he had IJI?I!I~ 
nenrly six yvnrs settletl i l l  DOI'IIOC~I. Tlris representation of grit*\.. 
rrnccs is it11 in ter rs t i~~g I ~ I I C U I I I ~ I I ~ ;  so i~~tc.rc.st.iny, indeed, t l~a t  I I I I ~ I S ~  

1111ote it prc:tty fully. \\'it11 1.egi~rtl 1.0 t,lie c l~urc l~  irnd I I I I I ~ ~ S ~ : ,  JIr 
h i v i e  writc:s-li 1 have 11:lrl no cllu~.cl~ to I)I.IB~I(!~I i n  (111ri11g t l~e  wl~ule 
of t l ~ c ~ t  t.y111c 'I'l~o~~glr tI~(*rc~ 111. sot~rc!tlli~~g of it rr~eoti~~~l~uutie: 
(XCIII-CC deservi~~g tilt: I I ~ I I I I ~ ) ,  yet so it is. it ci111 r ~ o  \ray be n 1it.t 
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place to preach in. (1). It cannot accommodate the one-hdf of 
tlre paroch. (5) It's such a confused place that tho third part of 
suclb as come to  ordina~lces cannot see the millister, nor he them, 
which is t l ~ e  cirusc: of greirt disorder ill the t in~e of Divine worsllil), 
those W ~ I O I I I  tlte lnii~ister does not see, solne of the111 eleepingout 
the whole time of Divine worsl~ip, others talking a ~ ) d  conversing 
one with nnotlrer as if t l~ey were in a tavern ; so that  the ~ t ~ o s t  
of such as come to hear the word rather prohue than sanctify the 
SaLbatl~ ; (3) It's not watertight, severals in time of rain being 
obligt?tl to rolnove fron~ t.heir seats, and i.11e minister many a time 
wett f ron~ top to tnc. (4 )  Y o ~ n ~ ~ e s ,  l ~ y  reason of under water 
coming in to the said n~eetii~g, it's wit11 great dificulty thilt 
either n~inister or people can conle in into i t  to hear t l ~ e  word 
prracl~t.. (5) Tl~o '  t l ~ e  I~critors engaged tlo ply fourtee11 pounds 
Scots per mlnunl for the said meeting-house to the owner thereof, 
yet tlrese several years bygone, nothing of i t  hat11 been pnyed, 
rr~rd that  wllicll ~nakes t l ~ c  thing more grievor~s is, the rent of the 
fli~id meeting-house is a good part, if not the whole, of the lively- 
hood of 3, poor widow ant1 Iler orpl~ant. . . . Tl~ough Z have 
son~rtl~ing like unto :L manse, yet it's no way fitt for living in. 
(1) It's no wity wittertigl~t ; (3) It wants partitiones and divi- 
sions, wit,ltout which none can live conlfortably in it." . . . 

J I~ave no oHice 11011r;es of either one kind or another. . . . 
N o  snftioie~tt gleib ; (1) It's the worst L~nd of' any in or about the 
tow11 ; (2) It's no s~lch as is required by law." . . . "'I'l~e 
ir~t~i~bittcnts of tlic town 11ave lnude a couinlorl road through the 
very ~niclst of it, by the which in the slunmer and harvest tyme 
they bring 1101on their fo$pge, so this occasions t l ~ a  destroying 
tho best 1):trt of Iny corns. . . . 'I I n  short, upon the matter 
I get lit.tl& ;IS 11oc: good of it." 

l'l1e11 I I r  I<o\\,ie. conrplaitts that  lie has no elders, and cannot 
find men suitir.l)le for the otice. 'I Profa~lity and vice does SO 

n~uch rbout~d in this place." And lastly, the heritors never paid 
11i11r O I I ~  stipend witltout ;L grlrtlgt? nnd trouble. 

15\7t!ry enijrt .cvi~s I I I I L ~ I C  to iric111ce tlre I~critors to repair a ptut 
o f the  Catl~edriil for a clr~~rclr, bnt tlle work, being a great and 
an elrpe~~sive undertaking, wi~s clalayed fr0111 time to time. In  
1708 the Presbytery orclered tlrs " c1111rc11 to be erected upon 
the ground comrnonly called !Z'e,n71lebtcr, ns being judged the ~ o s t  
convenier~t place." Specifici~tiol~x wen, prepared and rough 
estinlates tuken, but for several years no progress was rnaile 
towtlrds repairing the manse or I)uiltli~lg a cl~umh. Mr Bowie 
becaine quite dissatistied with tltc: parish, n~rd left i t  in 1710, 
being translated to Monzie. The pictc~re wl~ic l~  Mr  Bowie gives 
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us of the parish is not a plensitlg one. The perish is poor, the 
heritora are 61iling in their duty, t.he 1)eopla are irrever.ent ill tisle 
of worsllip, alrtl 1~rofanit.yalld vice ~ h u n d .  Tltere are no Sewion 
mcords of 1\11. Ih~wia!'s i~rcult~bcl~cy, rind \vc. must take Iris ge1leraJ 
staten~ent us lo tile ~norals of tlrc: ~~iirislr, brtt that Ilia statenlent 
was well foulrtletl bccoll~c:~ quite? ap11;rrenli as  we reall the S ~ s i t , , ~  
and Presbytery records later on in tllo century. 

The peris11 ministry was vncat~t frolll December 1710 to 
Septen~ber 1713, wlleti hlr  Ro1)ert Kirk was ordirillod fit,,] 
atllnittetl nti~riuter. Mr  1ii1.k wt~s liccltsed by the Presl,ytery of 
I~ludtlil~gtoll ( : i~~ly  tl~ilt yeur (221id April), nncl sent to serve irr tile 
Nortlrern boui~(ls by ortlel* of the General Asseitlbly. He forllld 
the pnrisl~ very 111ucl1 as Alr Uowic hnrl loft it-still witl~out a 
cl~urch  and a sulfieicl~t III ;LIIS~.  J 3 y - 3 n d - I ~ ~ ~  tltings got illto better 
working ortler, not, Irowerel., n-itltout n tllreat on M r  Kirkb par, 
to leave tire l)irris\~, as his pi.edt!ccssor httd (10118, u~lless LL suifablt) 
church wi~s plwvitlcd without tlel:ry. In ;I year or two part of the 
old Cut11edr;~l was repilirncl, nrltl fl.0111 tittle to titito lofts wcre 
erected for tlre ~)rincipnl f;r~llilies, ;il~ove their b~.lryi~lg-grou~~~j, 
witlriu tltc? c l~urc l~ .  There must Itave bee11 several 
bnldy six-hiving entrarrcc to thc part of the Cathedral used as 
Clir i~~cl~.  flchritors like Stratl~ll;tver, Skibo, :rnd Elrlbo were 
allowctl to oltoli n cloot. to tl~l.i~. 1oft.s. The cliarch, as restored a t  
the bugint~illg of 311- Kil.lib rt~inist.ry, conti~tned very lrruclr ill tile 
s:rme cc)ndit.ioil, wit11 sliylrt i~lterat,iort in tlte arrange~nellt of tile 
ditfitrent lofts irnd a;ittitlgs gt:neritlly, ullt,il the Catlrc!elr;rl W- 

restored n~rd re-edified by tile 1)uclrc-ss Cor~ntess ilt the prenont 
century. There wert!, of course?, o~sitsional repitirs frorrl tillbe to 
till~e, but no great C ~ I ; L I I ~ ~ : ( :  U.RS 111irt1(!. 

111 l i l t ;  f ( ~ r  the first tilr~e tllcr(! .was n. rc~ular ly  corlstituted 
Sessioll, ~ r i c l  front that  tinte onwnrcls the Kirk Sessio~l W I L ~  "11- 

do~tbtedly the rllost illll)ol.bnt hotly in tlte ptrrisll. I n  hlr Kirk's 
tinre the Session nlr:t as :L rule once a week- every Monday. I n  
harvest, when the elclers were buxy, and at Asse~nbly time, whet1 
the nlinister was in Edinburgh, there \vc:rr+ lorrg vacatiorrs ; but 
with these exceptions, tlle Sessiuli t~ te t  frc:qnu!:tly mtl snperviwd 
the nlorals of the l~ttrisll, wit11 ;I zeal and s t r i c t l~es  wllich, if 
advisnble, wor~ld be irrlpossiblt: ill tlre ~ ~ r e s e t ~ t  %lay. The duties of 
the Sessiou were n~t\nifoltl. I n  aclclition t.o \v11at are known at 
the I~rosel~t  duy us culics of Cl~urulr clisciplirte, the Session had to 
take cogrlizance of every collceivable cri~rle or oBence conlrnitted 
within the parisI1, and a s  t t~cy  had to exact tines and occasionally 
commit offenders to prison, they hael sitti~rg wit11 tlleol a Baillia 
with magisterial powem. Usually one of the ruagistrt~tes was an 
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elder, and.  then Ire wibs the Session Rnilie, who had authority to 
ilupose civil as  well as ecclesiastical tines. I n  1736, the Session, 
t l~roush the retoovnl of one of their nu11r)nr from t l r  magistracy, 
foulltl i t  necess:rry to apply to the E:~rl  of Sutllerland, Sheriff Princi- 
pal of the cou~iLy, and Yrovost of the burgh, for a con~tniusioil to 
tlreir Bsilie, Alldrew MiC~ullocli. I n  fuct, the Session Bailie 
was a sort of Konortrry Sl~eriE-Substitute, a i d  it can be easily 
iiuagilied w1m.t illlportnlice would be attached to a court h a v k g  
s~tcli power as the Kirk Sessions of those days 11:rd. 

Tlre follo~ving is the Session minute :- 
'i October Id.-Tlie Session considering that since Bnillie 

Andrew I\lnccullocl~'s removal fro111 his Bi~illiesltip nt t  last election 
they lrnd no Session Baillie a t t  present aptd., that  M r  Kirk, 
Modr., shorild wait on the l3igltt Hono~rr~rble the Eu1.l of Sullier- 
laurl, SlleriKPrioll. of this Coul~ty and Provost of this Burgh, in 
order to ol~tzin IL commission fro111 his Lordsllip to Andrew 
Msccullocl~, late Baillie, for exercising said office of Sesdon 
Bailiie ,I during his J~O~J 'S  pleasure." 

llle regular cases before tlle Session were of course cases 
of ilnlnordity. These were pui~islretl with 111oiley fines, varying 
from .£5 to f '30 Scots money--310 is a corntiion fine-and with 
Clrurch censure by having to staud in the  face of the congre- 
gation for one or  more Strbl~uths, :~ccording to the nature of the 
olferice. Aclultcrt!rs hacl to satisfy discipli~ic for tr yeat. and 
rlpwa.rds, and tliat in. sacco in ~uckc~o t l~ . "  11) 1729 " i t  was 
rckpresenk:d by a wortlly n~errrber of the Session tliat there was 
no st.001 of repentance in this kirk, nnd that  there was much 
need of it. The Session therefore called for Robert Lithgow, 
wl.igllt tlrere, and desired him to build a stool of repentance in  
the i~ot.tli Il'lc of tlie clturcll of Dornwh, close by the  west pillar, 
u11o1i Iris own cllvrges, 11ut not to be worth ubove twenty-two 
s l~ i l l i np  sterling, nor yet below tliat sunlllle. . . . with 
this inscril)tio~i--' This is the plnce of publick repentailce.' " It 
may be ren~;u.ked that  the builder of the stool of repentance was 
sl~ortly i~ftcrwards under Cliurch discipline I~irnseli'. Such ie the 
irony of fate. 

Cases of Sabbrttlr desecration wero cornmoil, and severely 
I)unished-" P~il l ing nails out of a piece of a broken tahip," 
''carrying in water in two large water  stoup^," "sllwring," 
I' cr~tt ing kail," " selling sr~uff," " stealing corn," " absenting from 
cllurcli and drinking," '' pulling dills," ' I  harrying nest9," "fish- 
ing," " baking bread," " repairing to tile thore for diversion 
~ l l t l  getlierit~g dulce after divine worship," "skinning a d a d  
horse," lL~ ; i r~*y ing  a bundle on the Lord's day," "going in 
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quest of ane ox taken of the grass which is agravated 1 ) ~  
his poinding of a sick woman nt  the point of death of 
her very bed clothes ul~oti sllspicioll of the ox being t ~ k t * ~ ,  
away by her I I U S ~ : L ~ I ~ . "  Tl~eiie w e  s:~r~lples of Sablatlr breaches 
whicl~ weru not allowed to go ~ltlpu~lislled. Occusionally 
the Sabbath breacll was o.ggravated by circutnstallcew, 8s for 
exantpfe, ill iL cilse where parties " nfter receiving tllo I)e~~rfi t  
of baptis~n to their chiltl ul~on t l ~ e  Sabbath day were guil~y of 
profaning the same 1)y dt.i~rkit~g to excess in the Iioust! of -.--, 
indwellel- in ~ o ~ J ~ o c ~ I . "  'I'll(? i1111kee11er co~~fessed thab "]to girva 
t.1ie111 (:lie L I ~ L ~ ) I ~ S I I I  1):rrtyj SO ~ I I I I C ~ I  (Irink its i~ltoxicated ~ I I C I I )  
to tl~itt. tlegree t l ~ i ~ t  t11~:y 111:tltre;rtd I~in~self' because 11" wo~tltl 
give tllent no  nlore dl.itlk. ]hit the A(:ssion up011 enquirie fo1111t1 
that t l ~ e  rt!nson Ite wollltl give 110 Ittore was hecituse tlley had tto 
more ~lro~ley. TJle Sessio~l co~~siile~.itrg t11e silmc do ;ttrcl Iterel,y 
did appoit~t tlie said A~lcltew to s tu~~cl  ill tlre Joggs llext Lortl'n 
Dny, i~tld the pin(; stoul) a1)out his ticclc fro111 tile second bell urltil 
the minister come ill.'' 

Other ofences had to I)(? clisposncl of, suclt as cages of theft, 
defamiltio~l of chantcter, witcl~cri~ft, wife-beating, (lancing rlrltI 

dl-inking a t  " Lyltr\rrntes," t l ru r tkc~~~~ess  and nigl~t walking, 1'utlle 
istici~l clirsi~~g," " liepe;rti~~g ane odious aiitl iiilti-christiiitl r l ~ y l r ~ ~ , "  
"prayii~g to the Ihvil," I I I I ~ I  general breiicltes of tlle peiice. 
U ' i ~ c l ~ c ~ ~ f t  t~ppetkt'ed to II;I\Y: I)c:crl vct,y collltllon, alld our ~ O W I ,  

hus tlle unel~viable ~totoricty of beir~g the sceneof the last I , r r r ~ ~ i l ~ ~  
of tr witch in Scotlantl. 6'Cc~sting Iieitrks ill leatl," "pritctisillg 
ctiar~?!~," " usi~tg I~orrid oiitl~s ; r i ~ c l  iull,rec;ltio~ts," " taking aw~iy 
the sul)stance of t .11~ milk," " s\vc~iirirlg otl the Bible and 011 irou," 
" divining by sieve, slieiit.s, i t l ~ t l  colnl~," wc1.e practices wlliclt tile 
Sessiorl i111t1 Preslg ter-y we].(? tl(:tcr~~~illocl to put a11 end to ; ant1 in 
IL fatnous (:IISU of divillatio~l by P~(!vc, sl~eilrs, ii~id C O I I I ~ ,  a t  llakle, 
in the parish of Creicll, tlic I-'resl~gtel.y passed the extrea~e 
sentence of excon~ninnication oil the guilty I)ersons, and tllitt 
snmmnrily, in ortier '' to give it. pl~blick tastiruony against 8ucll 
practices," wl~iclt Itud Leco~rre f~.oqrtent icrl(1 tlangerous. 

T11is wax ill 1718, aitd l~~.o\)ttbly a few peirrs afterwards tlto 
public ~iiitltl wits suilicic~~tly i~~llir~t~ecl ngni~lst witchcraft as to 
accou~it for the l)ornocll witch bll t*~li l l~ in 1733. Curiously 
enough, there is no refrreitce to that aveilt ill the Session recorcls. 
Tl~ere was, I~c,we\~e[; no meeting of Sessiotl l~oitl from Septemhr 
17tl1, 1723, to E'el~l.uury l.'tli, 1723, iind there is t l~ i s  note itlserted 
a t  the begi~ining of the minute in Fel,runry 1723-'IThe reason 
wlry there was 110 Sessio~l this l o ~ g  ~ ~ I I I ( !  agoe is t l ~ a t  tlle minister 
of this parish has been a t  Editiburgh." I t  was not a comnlolr. 

thing for o nlinister to go to Edinburgl~ in those days except a t  
Assenlbly time, ancl one is curious to know why R1.r Kirk went 
south a t  such s season of t.he year. The corllmon tradition is that 
tht: I,urliing took place in 1725, and recently that date haa 
been eltgt,aren upon a stone wl~iclr is supposeti to indicate the 
very spot of the tragedy. But in " Bc~rt's Letters from the Nort 11 

of Scotland," written nl)out 1726-25, occurs the following account 
of tlie event :-" I n  the beginnin;; of the year 1727, two poor 
Highland wonlet1 (111ot11er srltl  t ia l~~l l te~. )  in the shire of Sutherlancl, 
were , , acc~~scd of \\,itchcraft, tried a~ltl condetxtned to be burnt. 
l l ~ i s  proceetling was in a court held by t l ~ e  l)rl~utySlleriff. Tllu 
vnrlng one: nratle ller escape out of prison, but  be old won11111 
suff'erecl t11:rt cruel dent11 iu a pitch barrt-I, in June following, a t  
Dorrrocl~, tlte 11r;~ci b11rg1i of tlii~t county." Uu~et's ~ C C O U I I ~  is very 
specific, irntl as he wrote alror~t the year 1727, in wlticli he says 
the woman \\,as I,urilt.d, th :~t  date seerrtv a more likely one than 
tlte tratlitionnl 1722. You rkre tloubtless, many of you a t  lea& 
aware of tlle tr;lclition as t,o the mode in wl~icll tlie wonian's 
alleged Satanic 1,ower wits proved. She was asked to  aay t l ~ e .  
Lord's prnjer, nnd on the worcls being repeated for her '"Our 
Patller wllicli ~ ~ 1 . t  in Itenven," she 11ersist.etl in sztyillg Father 
w11icI1 \vitst in 1toave11," from wlriclr the inferellee was drawn 
thttt she referret1 to the Devil as her Father- 11e being once in 
heaven ant1 expcllctl tlierefro~~l. . 

" Ar ti-A their n bhn " instead of " n la." 
Irregular attendnnce a t  Churcl~ was not so mucli tolerated 

then as  now. Two elders had to perambulate the town in tinte 
of public service to watch the people wlio tibsentrd themselves 
from CIIH~CII, or who I d "  a t  the encl of t.ht? Iris11 (Gaelic) service, 
or who freque~rted alellouses. Tl;e eltlers htid to take this work 
in turn. I.ater 011 in the century, in 1746-tlie year of Cullodcn, 
- 0bservt~to1.s or Insl,ectors of Morals were npl~oi~ited in the. 
several corners of the parish, whose duty i t  was " to admonisl~ 
any wl1o111 t h q  n~iglit tint1 guilty of ally inlmoral practice con- 
detnnecl by the law of God, nncl condescended on the &aid Acts of 
I'arlianiei~t (against vice and i~tlo~orality), and to delate the 
obstinirte to this Session the first Monday of every qunrter, that 
they niay be prosecute in terms of law ; and forthel; the Sesoion, 
ill order to strengthen their hnnclx, have made choice of several 
gentlemen for their assistants in judging of all niat ter~ that should 
come before thern by coml~laint or information from any of the 
ol~servirtot.~." About 60 observntors were appointed, and the 
following assistants :-The Mt~gistrwtes of Dornoch, Sir Jollu 
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(:ordon of Embo, Ma.jor Hugh Blackay, David Sutl~erlalid of 
Cantltusavy, tIuglt IIttiston, at C ~ ~ t h i l l  ; Joltr~ Gortlon, in h h t e r  
Slielbo ; Gill~ert Gl'ily, in Pourpenny ; and Patrick Dunbnr, in 
Uornoch. Wit11 these observators, mc!n of good repute and 
fair charctcter," and their ussistat~ts, the parish ntust have beerr 
thoroughly well il~spectetl. Our rt~odertl 11olice supervisior~ ia 
~lotlting in cott~parison wit.11 this. W e  I I I I I S ~  bear in u~ind, how- 
ever, tllitt t l ~ i s  s11l)ervision was pu~ t ly  political, and that in a few 
yeirrs i t  died ir 11itt11ral tleittlt, 11s the excikn~ent  of '45 died R W R ~ .  

I t  ntxy ltc 1tc1.e tr~cnt,io~ltrd tlli~t irk t l ~ c  Session nccoltnts for 1746, 
there is a11 itcni-" 'l'itltert ti\\,iry by tho reltuls, 15s," wl~icl~ shown 
t l ~ i ~ t  80111t: rtrbels entcrt!tl the to~vn, r ~ o t ~ i t l t s t ~ ~ t c ~ i ~ l g  the strcligth 
of t l ~ c  loyhliscs ill tltt: coutrty. 

I n  1745 loyirlist troops were quilrterccl in and around tile 
to\v11 Ily 1.orttlo11, wl~o t l~oug l~ t  Ite wi~s sccltre in territory con- 
sitlered frier,illy, and wit11 l )or .~~ocl~  Firt,li between him and the 
~.ebola. Tlre Ijtlkc of Pert11 crossed over, untler cover of a thick 
fog, without I~eitlg tliscoveretl, and, :rdvancing upon Do~nocl~,  
encounteretl a pibrty of i~boutc 2UO 111et1, 1~110 insta~ttly fled, und 
1,oudon left L)ot-~locl~. 

The Sessiol~ Llailie w:rs an  i~nl)ortatlt ft~rict.ionnry, a~ltl so was 
the Kirk OHicer. Solnctinies t1tt't.c we1.t: two olficers, tlie work 
I~eiitg too 11111uli for om. Ijut thew \\,as still nnotl~er officer 
whose dutic!s ~ e r t :  ~ c c i ~ ~ i ~ t t i i l l y  reclrrired ill a inodifietl forn~ 
-I rcfcr to t l ~ c  1 1 ~ 1 t ~ t t t i l 1 1 .  \Ye have Cnoc.na-Croic as a 

.n~ernoriirl of tlic tit~rt? wlletl the I~;iirls of Sutlterlancl had 
the powel of " pit urlrl giillows." 15ut we connect the exer. 
cise of such a 1)ower witlt the tlirn distarll pi~st, and are rtot pre- 
pnr.ed to niect a resolution like tlte fol l~tr ing in the Sesrjion 
Kecortls, under dit.te h't:bru;rry 12, 1723 :.-': l'ltttrefore tlte Scssion 
having cillled her (a womitu wlto 11atl i ~ o  ttstib'cate), ordered that 
forthwith slte procure ir tcotificate fro111 the Session of Tain, irr 
whoso houtitls she \\'as litst, i ~ g l i ~ ~ s t  tlleir next meeting, under tlie 
pains of l ~ c i ~ t g  banislied tlte plnce by t,l~e hunt1 of tho Hi~ngman 
n11t1 [at] tlte clcsire ru~d cont~t~nntl of tlte Civil hli~gistrate, to 
\spl~ott~ they nrc to ;tpply Fo tltc? snit1 clh.ct." 

Mr Kirk clietl 011 the Kt11 clay of Februnry 1755, and his 
.sriccessor, Alr Joltn Sutlrerla~ltl, fornierly n~irtister of Kilmulie, ill 
the Presbytery of Al~ertartf, was adlnittetl 011 the 22nd of Fehruury 
1759. H e  Iirboured irl the piiri~11 for IG years, ancl died on the 
10th of September 1777. 111 September of the following gear, 
Mr  Jo l t t~  ~ a t l ~ u n e ,  afterwards L)r 13ethune, wus trtinslated from 
Harris, in IJist, to Dot*noclr, where Ire n~iriistered until hi8 death, 
in October 1816. The Kirk Session seems to hnve been a t  the 
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heiglrt of its power during tlie incunibncy of Mr  Kirk. Towards 
the end of the centriry i t  WRR gt,atllially deprived of many of it8 
civil functions, but i t  was still, and even well on in this century, 
u court \vl~ich was more or less a terror to evil doers, if not the  
praise of such as do well. 

We now leave the Session ns a court of discipline and 
justice, nitd view i t  in  conji~tlctioi~ with the lleritors as the  
parochial jilrsrclial~s of the poor. A l t l~oug l~  technically and 

3 as  a matter of privilege or right the heritors were associated 1 wit11 the elders in ila? rrln~inis(lrtie)n of the poor's money, 

1 yet, ill practice, the eldthrs nlld 111i11islcr lliirl to andcrtake all t l ~ e  
duties. There was, as you are uwnre, no assessment for the  1 nidintenance of the poor until about the n~iddle of this century. 

i For  sotrlc tirne previcnus the need of sucll an asriess~nent was 
strongly ftb!t, in consccluellce chiefly of the non-residence of 
heritors and the api~thy of the we;tltlly; and the Disruption 

! of 1843 lriistencd on the p i s s i ~ ~ g  of t l ~ e  present Poor Law Act. 
111 last century the sottrces from whence the poor's niolley cnme i were:-(1) Cla~rclt colleatiolls; (2) fines iniposd upon dden- 
qutants ; (3) dues for the use of the mod-clol l~s .  The mort-cloth ' 1, 
was a draped covering for coffins, and it. was conrpulsory to use 
i t  at every funeral. Two inart-clotlts were left in legacy by 

( Alex. Illurray, nterchiint in  L o ~ ~ d o n ,  and brounlit to Dornoch it1 

! 1718 for t l ~ e  use of the poor of the parish. aTl~e Session, M n g  
of an economic turn of mind, found that  they could make four 
out  of tlte t\vo cloths, and ;iccor&ingly this was done; but  
al~parc?ntly t\vo were of velvet and two of less vnluaUe nluterial, 
for on diviclitlg the clotl~s they enacted that. the two velvet 

If ntort-clo:itlis 1,e let out nt eight pounds ,Scots money each time, 
4 excl~~ding tl~crt of the ringing of the bii. bell when called~for; 

iten,, they enacteri tltat, the cloatlt ones ba set also n t  
t\venty sllillings each tinte rcqui~ed." The poor benefited 
clriefly by t l ~ c  dues de~ivctd froin tlte use of the mortcloths. 
These ware considerablr, alt,l~ough i t  wna a t  times ditficnlt to 
coll(~ct tlleni, :tr~d ~t iit11(6s eqt~ially drfticnlc to get the dues out of 
tlie h~r!ds of the ~ollector. 111 1733 the clotlts were let for e ' leiise of seven years a t  f3 sti.rIing per annntn to Hugh MAC- 

] Culloclt, bl~rgess, Dornoch. It wirs found that  the cloths 4 
auflered more damage when used outside the burgh, and accord- 

] ingly the charge for the i ~ s a  of than, in the parish .an. greater 
than when used in the burgh. 1 The tunolutt of fines varied considerably. These were also 
badly paid. Bills were accepted, which not infrequently were 

i not wortli the paper on wllich they were written. Still this 
1 
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source of i ~ ~ c o n l e  was considerable, amounting to several ponncl, 
i n  a year. 

The c l ~ u r c l ~  door collectior~s nlay rougitly be estininted a t  
about  f i n ~ n  &7 to  S2O s t e r l i ~ ~ g  per nnnutn. T l ~ e  nutnber of 
panpchrs on the roll v:rt.ie(l fro111 30 to 50-40 beil~g a b u t  t110 
average during the first Itirlf of t l ~ c  centttry. 111 the tirno of I)r 
Re t l~une  the nuntber is stated a t  80 to  100. Then the 
collections i ~ ~ n o u t ~ t e t l  to sc;it.cely L7. A s  the paupers increased 
the col lect io~~s decreiisetl. 'l'he poor were paitl once a year in thu 
n l o l ~ t l ~  of Augi~st ,  tht? irllo\~;tnct: to ctrcll tieing from 6, to I.'* 
:I yt:ar. Of coursc? it, I I I I I S ~  Ilc I)OI.III: i l l  tt~itld t l ~ n t  money l~nd a 
higher relative d u e  tl1(:11 t1tir11 I IO~V,  ~ ' t ~ d  thiit farmers WL.~,: 
ex1)ected to Ile l i b e ~ t l  in giving ni*::rl tt) sucli of the poor as 
resitlrtl it1 t l ~ c  nei~l~l)o~~t.lrootl.  l ' l ~ c ?  nloney :illowa~ice is 11ot 
therefore :L fair i t~l les  of tltt: I I I : L I I I I ~ ~  in ~ h i c l ~  the poor wort! 
provitled for ; still there ciln lrc! I,O t l o ~ ~ b t  that, notwitltst;inclilt~ 
t l ~ u  freqltc~tit allusiolt :lo\v:ltlilys to  tl~t:  good old ti~nes-as ti111t:x 
of prosperity-the poor of to-day a l e  lnucll I~et ter  off thau were! 

tlle poor of n t~arltlred ye.;~rs ago. The  a n ~ o u n t  of poverty it1 
tbe parish cluri~lg last century was indeetl very great. The: 
ti-ecluent allusion to i~~st;rnces of cxtretne poverty, t o  great 
scarcity of I~reatl, to  yeir~ s of fir~nille, sue11 ~ L Y  ill 1737, 174 1 ,  
1782, tint1 to tht! tl isl . t . i l)~~~ion of clt;uit,y oilt,s in  time of great 
~leecl, 11oi11t to a st:rtt! of ~n:itte~.s wit11 \vl~icll happily we are not 
now filruiliiir. " No\vl~erc.," writes UI. Uethut~e, can the poor 
I)c? in I L  \\wrse footing tlt;u~ Iterr. The 1trincipal Ite~.itors do not 
residt, in  thtr p;lrisl~, nntl t11ort:Sot.c: c:o~ttribute notl~ing towards 
their st~l)l~ot-t.  \ \ ' ;~ncleri~~g l't.0111 one paris11 ant1 fro~u 0111: 

co1111t.y to  nnother, tlte i~tost  r~c!t.tly a re  oftell overlooked fi.olt, 
igt~or;i~~cc! of t l~c i r  1.en1 circr~tustirt~ct.s, \ v l ~ i l l !  o t ~  the other ltntltl 
itt~postors ant1 sturcly beggars : ~ l ~ u s e  the grnr:rosity and credulity of 
the 1)11blic. I t  is to !)e wisltc~tl tltat ille poor were ~tniver~al ly 
confit~c.tl to tl~eit. own ~)nrisl~trs ; tlt;tt by assess~nents upon 
Ireritors, t.e~t;~nls, anti 0t l1~1.s  ill 1)ropl)rtion to  their xevernl 
iutercsts, Itoltlitlgs, n ~ l d  circul~lst:ct:~c's, il cer tai~l  provision wrlx 
~ n ~ d e  for a~rl,sistc!~tce ; i~nt l  t h t  I - I I ~ ~ I ~ O ~ I ~ I I : I I ~  were furnished 
tltetn suil;rl~lt? to the ttteusurrs oE stt~ultgtll i ~ t ~ d  ;rbility wltich tlrcy 
may be thn~tcl to posse~s." U r  l i e th t~ne  \\.;IS evicle~~tly it, adv1111cu 
of his ti III(,. 1-re \tvisely foresaw w11;tt nlust sooner or later collte 
to ~ ~ I S S  i f  the poor were to  I I ~  c lece~~tly caret1 for. About fifty 
years iiftcr 11s wrotc these words a stirtutory provision was made, 
for the pour al~nost  on  tlte very iclentical lines rnarked out 
by 11in1. 

1 now pi~ss on to the education of the  paris11 in last century. 
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I n  1616 a n  A c t  of Privy. Council was issued for the estal)lishment 
.of schools in  every courlty and  in every parish where convenient. 
Tltis Act  H~ILY ratified hy s tatute  in 1633, I ~ u t  notwitlistnnding 
these ;mtl otlter ~)rovisiot~s, vnrior~s parishes continued without 
scl~ools until irfter the  tinirl ~ s t i ~ b l i s l ~ ~ n a ~ ~ t  of Presbyteriir~lis~~t in 
the  encl of the 17th century. Hy the Act  of lGDG legal provixion 
wns nladc for a t  least one scilool in  every parish. It took some 
tittle t o  get p;~rocl~ial schools esti~blisl~ecl in  Sut11erl;rnd. I n  
17 15 we find tho l'resby tery of Dornocl~ t a k i t ~ g  active s ~ e p s  t o  
t:nforco the  llctritors to  sot.tle :L sc11001 in every pnrisl~. The  
S.I'.U. I<. 11;icI for several yalrs  lleet~ j ) r r s s i ~ ~ g  upon n t i ~ ~ i s t e r s  the? 
~iecessit~y of pltrcing Society Schools wl~ere legal schools could not 
I)c established, and irocordingly IL special 1neel;ing of the Commis- 
siol~ers of Supply was convened by I ~ t . t l  Strutlinaver a t  Dunrobill 
on the 2211d 0ctol)er 1718, in  urilar to esti~blish legal scl~ools 
where t l ~ e y  were wanting, according to Acts  of Parliirn~ent." 
This wirs ?? ye: ir~ af ter  the date  ;it wltich they ought to 11;rve 
been estab~isltecl. l l r  Kirk, u~irlister of Dornocl~, was inslructed 
to appear in the na.nte of the Presbytery, wit11 power, in  case of 
t h e  heritow refusing t o  erect scllools, ': to  protest in the ltartds of 
i~ notiny public for t,lieir not oOtt?~npering S o t s  of Yarlia~nent." 
The  nleeting was properly convenetl. hfr  K i r i  attended, bu t  
' I  XIy 1,urcl Strathnavcr for~nd i t  convcl~ient to  be ou t  of the  
cout~try, and conseque~~tly 110 nieeting \nis held." This is a fail. 
specim.en of t l l e~na l lner  in whiclt the educational ititel.csts of the  
county were attended to for years. The Presbytery, t o  their 
credit, did their utlnost t o  get  scl~ools c~stablisl~ecl. There is I I I ~ I I -  

tion of a gr;Ln1rnaln scl~ool Ibuing it] I )or t~ocl~ a s  f i ~ r  back a s  1585. 
Tha first teacher in  Dornoclr in  last century, of whom I find any  
record, \yes a 3 f r  Kei t  \vllo left ill 1716. H o  was precentor 
and session-clerk, rrlld mil. a succeedetl ill ;ill his offices by Jalnes 
\Villian~son, who I ~ n d  Ileen rec.01111ue11dec1 as " a n  excellent hu~uan-  
ist." I I e  1wove(1 ir failure. 111 1717-the year after his :ippoint- 
~nent-lie was libelletl by the  S r s s i o ~ ~  'I (1) for not making the 
cl~ildren progress ; ( 2 )  for beating thein with his st& atld feet ; 
(3) for h:rving SUCII n pit.yful low voice t l ~ a t  It(? is not heard when 
singing in tht+ large clturcl~ ; ;~nrl (1) for s t i~rving the  clrildren in 
the very fundanlel~tals of grir~ntnar." 

A n  unsnccessful attetnpt was nlade to fill M r  Willi~lnison's 
place by a teacher already deposed--Willianl Gordon, fro111 Lairg. 
One of the first Society Schools was ~ l t  Lairg, and the  teacher 
was William Gordon. F o r  a time things went well with BIr 
Gordon, bu t  in  consequence of il scandal current abont him, he 
~viis deposed by the Society. I t  would appear, Ilowever, t h a t  Lord 
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S t r l~ thn :~ver  ltad fititli in AJr (:ordoll, eve11 after ltis deposition, 
for he presetttrd Itit11 t o  tlie Hcliool of I)or~ioclt in  a sontewltat 
lriglr-Iri~ndrd f i ~ ~ h i o ~ i ,  a s  tlte following letter, written to  Mr Kirk, 
shows :- 

' I  Re\.eretid Sir,  
'. .D1111robiri, Jutic: yc 21ttl 1718. 

I' The Srhoul of Dor~noclt bc:it~g ~ i o w  vac~tlit, I resolve to. 
bestow i t  11llotr >It. \ ~ ' i I l i ; ~ t i t  G~)~.cloti, 1irt.e s(:Ito~ltiii~ste~~ a t  L:rirg. 
I beilig t IN ortly I I ~ I . ~ I . I ) I .  11t : tL ~ : L J . Y  ittty of Itis st~li*ry, your intc:t.eut 
as utillistcr of l)o1~1roe11 1 expect, elhe you riiust resolve if any 
oyr. be 1)itcht:d upon, I'll pity 1111 snlli~rie. 

" T it111, Rev. i~nt l  tlt~irr sir, 

" Your irssuretl f r ie~ld iiilcl servant, 

(Sic- Sttbscrilriltcr) I' STI~A~.IIS.*YER." 

l f r  Gordon, by tlic ordcr o f  ltis l'iltron, aucl (' with tlio 
iwsistance of se\.erc~l gentlcttie~l in tllu shire, i n t r ~ ~ d c t l  liimuclf 
11pot1 the scltool," but  hIr K i r k  and t11e Prc!sbgtery resolutely 
refused to recogltise hini its it te:rcher, and ordereel liittt to leavc? 
the scltool a t  olrce. Tlte action of Lord Stratltlraver in this case 
is u~i;rccountable because usuirlly It(! w:is t11(! bcst frietitl of the 
r~iinisters and  acted i n  concert witti tlre~n, being a rliling elder 
and f r e q ~ ~ e n t l y  present a t  Presbytery ~tteetings. 

I n  1720, a 111. SlieritT w i ~ s  sessio~i-clerk, !)ut I can find 
110 evidence tha t  he was scliooln~aster. I n  J u n e  1721. Williaul 
Mackenxie was appointed teacher, iuitl two years afterwards 
wab: ~uccc?eclerl by J o l t ~ t  IIUII~IC!~SOII, ~ I t o  c ~ ~ i t i n u e d  in otfice 
until 1730. 111 t.111tt year, Alexi~nder Popc! \$,as chosen school- 
litaster, nncl appoi~itec! sessio~i-clerk and precentor. I I e  was all 
excellt~nt clerk, n11d so conscie~itious was Ite tltut he engrossed the 
scroll tiiinutes of liis predecessors with tlte greatest care i n  the 
Session Records. H i s  fi~tlter, Hector Pope or Paip, was the last 
Episcol)ul Incunibent a t  Lutlt, a ~ i d  an a~icestor-William Pope- 
was Sir  Robert Gortlon'u teacher in Dornocll irbor~t 1590. Alex- 
ander Pope afterwat+ds bectrnie minister of Reay in 1734. 
According to Rlr Sage, he '' waa a n  accotuplisl~ed classicil scholaq 
a n  intelligellt antiquary, and was intimately conversant wit11 
science." H e  visited llis ~taniesake, t,he Englisli Poet, froni whom 
he received a copy of liis poo~ns. 

Alexander Sutltu~.lrrr~tl. sltcceeded A f  r Pope in the school of 
.l)oruocli. l i e  rent~iitred sclioolm~ster for three years, and 
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nta~iaged to embezzle a consiclerable par t  of tlte parish funds. 
I> t~r ing  tlte next  ten years ( l i37-4 i ) ,  William Sutlierland, Daniel 
Mnckititoslt, ancl James Cruickshanlc were schooln~ast,ers i n  suc- 
cession. Frorn the frequent, changes in  tlte oftice, orre thing is very 
~ ~ p p ~ r e ~ ~ t - e i t h e r  tliat the tenclters were of :11i inferior class, o r  
t.ltst the cornniunity trcatecl t l ~ e ~ i l  biully. Tl~e f:rct is, tliere was 
no ;~n~l) l f :  provisiol~ for the mninten:uicc and encouragenic:nt of 
good scltoolln:rster..i. Tilt? comninnity began to rei~lise t,Iiis ill 
1766, for it1 t h a t  gear i t  w i ~ s  agreed by t11e Tow11 Council that,  
" for tlte enco~~rngrnic.nt of a proper and titt scI~oolmastt!r," fees 
~ l iou ld  be chi~rgc:cl. 13ithert0, nppnrciitly, rio feex i i id  been 
charged. Tlte following is tlie tit1110 of fees adopted :- 

For  teaclling Englisli ill tlte ne7u nietltod, 2s Od stg. per qr. 
Do. English and writing ... 2s 6d do. 
Do. Englis11, Arithlnetic, ant1 

Writing ... . . . 2s 6d do. 
Do. L i ~ t  in and \7'riting . . . 2s Gel do. 

It. is signitica~it tliat teaclters appointed after tlte adoption of this 
t:~l)lc o f  fees re~nainetl longer in office. 

The Town Council \virs  tot altogether the s i n e c u ~ e  Co~.l)ora- 
t,ion tltat i t  llas been during tlie greater par t  of the present 
cet~tury.  Their aut1101.ity was exercised i n  various ways. They 
~ni~nnged tlte revenues of t l ~ e  burgh, rggulatecl t rade within t h e  
salne, and yenertilly looked ufter tlie interest of ttts " I~ldwellers," 
:LS tltcy were called. 'rho burgh Iins always been poor, and 
(luring all last century the  Conncil seern t o  have had great  
difficulty in keeping out of debt. The Customs, yearly rouped 
i t t  the Heat1 Michirelnlas Cor~rb, usuully held in  October, yielded 
f~.oni &,I t o  .X'JG. l'lte I i~ t te r  sllni w i ~ s  ~.ealised in  1733, wlie~l 
t ho  bru.gli seettts to Itiwe been a t  tlte height o i  its 1,rosperity. 
'1'11rre is i7~narl te t l  gradual decline in  trade onwards to tlte end 
of the century. I n  nddition to  tlic Customs, the  bell, the Stone 
Quarry (let in  1731 for £ 5 ) ,  tlie graves, sltell litne miln, were all 
sources of revenue. 111 1Y54 there is a n  iml~ortant  resolu- 
t.ioti of Coluncil 1.egarding the rouping of the fistlings upon and 
a l ~ o u t  tlte shores of Do~.nocli, along with t h e  Customs, but  
unfortuntltely during these years there a r e  no minutes of the 
rouping to show what, ariiount was paid for the fishings. , 

About  1750 the  decay of t rade is frequently referred 
to. Thc Re1)ellion of '45 liacl generally p~ra lysed  trade and 
i~upoverished the Higlilands. I n  1744, the Council funds were 
iri :L very unsatisfactory state, arising from two causes-poverty 
i ~ n d  cor r t~p t  prnctices by the  inti-omitters of tlie Public Fnnil. 



353 THE INVEklNESB BCIENTlPlC BOCIBTY. 
. . 

The Council met specially to consider tile abuses, and to devisa 
weans to prevent tl~eni, arid extrici~ts the burgh out of it9 
finallcia1 difliculties. Tlie ICiu.1 of Sutllerlaiid canto to the rcscuc~. 
H e  paid all irrrears, irnd in considerittion of tallis the Cor~t~cil 
conveyed to 11i1u tlie Burg11 C!ustonls nnd ot11t:r debts due to the 
burgh. Tliese were fer sollie years i~ftel.wards collected I)y t l ~ e  
Earl's factor. Sonietlting silnil;r~- m:ty lrave 11appetrc:d ill tlltc 
l )egi~~ni~ig  of t l~ i s  centtiry, wlie~i I;oann~ore p ~ s e d  oot of the I ~ U I I ~ I H  
of tllt? tow11. 

Pigs r l~ni~it lg i~ljo~tt  t,110 strc'ehts ci~uscd considerable annoy- 
iluce, 111 tl~osc tli~ys the pigs of I)ort~ocl~ en.joyed the lurlno 
fl-eetlab~r us tile pigs of ICIIILO tlo ill t.l~e present day. Tlie follow- 
ing extract minute, of cliite lit11 April 1761, is i~iterc!stirig :- 
dl Tliere~~fter i t  was reprc?sentctl to t,lle Council ])resent by t11c 
Rr,\:ere~itl hIr JOIIII Sutl~c~~liir~tl, tnit~ister of the Gospel irt I)or~io(:h, 
tllat tliere itre tlirily such 1iu1111)er of swi~io kept witlliti this 
b11rgI1, and 11;rve accctss to t l ~ e  cllut.cl~yard (which is ~ ~ n f e ~ t r ~ t l )  
rrl~tl digg up the graves irnd l~olles of the t l t?f~n~tS,  wllicll of ilst:lf 
is shockilig to ili~ture i~iid ~ ~ S S C O I I S O I ~ ~ I ~ ~  to good policy: T11erefol.t: 
crirved tllirt tile Coul~cill waultl be plairsed to remedy t!~is griov- 
irnce in sucl~ \vay and nlniillci ns tllry sl~all think proper." 'l'lti! 
Council irgreed to tikc :ictiirc nleasures ngainst t l ~ e  swi~it?, 111111 

(~cc~rclil~gly niirol~ P I I I J I ~ C  inti~~latioti tl~itt " swine fontid in t l ~ u  
siiid cl~~trcl~yirrtl i 'ro~i~ ; \ I N \  i~l't.cr t l ~ o  I'ulrsi~id cliry, sllnll I,(: sl~ot 
;rnd given to t l ~ e  poor of t l ~ c  \Ju~.gl~ 01. piwisli of T)srnocl~ \vitltol~t 
iniy piry~nenL, ;t11t1 for sl~uoting of t.11e s;rid swille, t l ~ c ?  C41unt:ill 
~ronliuate, irppoi~~t, :uitl ;~ut,l~orize \Villiirl~i ROSS, alias ,\I'Ei~~l;iy, 
ill Dorllocl~, to sl~oot sucl~ s\\.i~ie, i111cl or~lirin 11iln so to (lo up1,11 
i~~fort i~it t iu~i,  iis 11e sl~irll l ~ e  ;~tis\ver;il)le i ~ t  11is perill," '~'II~s, 
I~owt:vt!r, c l i t l  tiot 11iit ; \ I I  t.1111 to t.lrc. s\vilro m~iwuce. Twenty 
ye;crs 1ittt.1.. in 1TS1, t l ~ e  Cou~~cil  o~~clcr~etl &'That  nny sow ors\vi~~r: 
tllitt art: fro111 this el;rtc seek1 to ru11 lot>st! through tliis bu~.gl~, or 
litnits t.l~r?reof, hlti~ll I)(! i i ls~ir~~tly stbin!( on \ l ~ y  t l ~ e  officers of tliis 
I)tirg11, ir11iI kiilccl atttl ,lispos~!~l 011' t a t  t l ~ e  11001. \vitI~iti tile? burg11, 
as also t1i;tt the ~)rc~prirtor or l)rop~.i(:tors of s11cl1 60W sl~i~ll, ill 
virc~ie of this i~ct ,  bt! ~ I I S ~ ; L I L L ~ ~  i r j~])~~e:l~er~d~tl  ilnd incir1-cerated witl1i11 
tile Tt)wn-1101tse of J )or~~ocl~,  ~llcrct to I .~ : I I~;L~II  011 his own proller 
clra~ges for twrntr-ft ,~~r 11on1.s iiftc!r t 11(, til~tt! O F  his iiicnr:eriiti~n." 

I t  is genc!rally s~~pposi~tl  t l ~ i ~ t  i t  \\.;IS i l l  t.lle titlie of t,he restor- 
irtioll of the Cirtlre~lr;~! I)y t Ill: I )t~t:l~r~ss C~tuntess that the proposirl 
first origiti;ited of closing n p:~r t  OF t11t: 0111 l~urying-gro~~nd. It is 
not so. As firr I,nck as tilt? year 1783 ~11e 31i~gistrates and 
Cot~tlcil tlec.larcd tllr oltl l ) u ~ - y i ~ ~ g - g ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ l ~ l  to Le a public nuisance, 
:uid prohibited p;~rtit,s froln Iw~ying in it. " 'l'lie Nagintrirtcx 
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and Council considering that the present use or custome of bory- 
ing in tlie centre of the burgh, nnd covering with gravelrtones 
a great part of what should be the public 111arket place and change, 
is very inconvenient and a public nuisance, and that in order to  
rewove and take away that nuisance, a vt:ry conve~lient spot of 
ground for a I)uriol place Itits been already niarkecl out by the 
heritors, YI~gistrirtes, and Cor~ncil in the Links adjacent to the 
burgh. They, tilerefore, resolved, and hereby do resolve, that 
the sirid s l~ot  of ground niarkeil out in the saitl Links shall in all 
t i~ne  conii~~g, 1rot11 en11 aftbor the period exprest, be the grou~itl fur 
1,urying irl l  sltch persons as have Iteen heretofore in use to 110 

batsied ill the said bttrii~ll plime \\.itl~in the burgh, and ortluined 
a~rtl nppoinktl, a ~ ~ t l  hereby ortlnin r~nd trppoint, tliat burialla shall 
begin irnd conlrnence in the said new burying-ground as on the 
first duy of November next to cotne, and prohibited and dis- 
cl~urged, iintl hereby prohit)it iind discharge, any to be buried in 
the si~itl old bnrii~ll I J ~ C ~  after the last day of October next, and 
ordiiined, nntl hereby ordain, the whole gravestones to be removed 
by tl~ose concer~~t?cl froni t l tu  burying place within the burgh to 
the soicl I I H ~  I)~~ryirig-ground betwixt and the first day of Novenl- 
ber next." 

One r e d s  with atnazeltient an order like this. It is enough 
to titkc tlle bre;rth aw~ty. Only one month's notice of such a 
radical cl~ange, and tile rentoval of tlw very gravestones from the 
spot where tiley were of any use ils n~arking the resting place of 
the departed ! Tl~is  iilone, apart fro111 the common prejudice 
against rrny interference with tlie dead, was enot~gh to rouse e 
spirit of deterniined opposition, which, of co~trse, i t  did. Such, 
indeed, .was the pol)i111rr indignation a t  this violent attempt to 
close the old btirying-ground that the people ever afterwards 
rcsented the slightest interference with it. Even the planting of 
trees in the cl~urch-yard, which would have added so much to the 
beauty tuitl lleulth of the town, wzis objected to. I question if 
the old feeling is still dead after an ilrte~.val of upwards of 100 
years. 

Trades and custo~ns, now t~nknown ill our small commnnity, 
have still ail antiq~iarian interest. Tliore were e wigmaker and 
a gunsmith. There were five markets-St Barr's Fair, S t  
AnderJs Yair, Callen's Fair, Margaret's Fair, and Wemyss's 
A~ir-appointed in 1739, each lasting tllree days, and held, I 
presume, ill the old Cl~urch-yard, where we have yet the Standard 
Scottisli yiirtl or ell, on what ]nay have also served for a grate- 
stone. lJutg11 privileges were tltrowri ope11 to ~ l l  traders during 
fnarket d'tys, and heilce t l ~ e  importance of markets in those 
t i .  Tl~est: privileges were occahionally abused by selling ales 

Z 



and other liquors, kc., in  the b11rq11 olr mercat and o t l ~ e r  pul~lic 
occpsions, and accortlingly, in 1743, the Council, in ortler t.o 
correct abuses l)y persons who were not  I)r~rgesses, rind a110 ~litl  
no t  reside \\,ithi11 the hurgll for eight montl~s in the year, cbnactc-ct 
tha t  Lurgesstts so using the privileges of the burg11 sllirll fin11 
sufficient caution that  they will reside in the 1)11rg11 fi)r eight 
n ~ o n t h s  ; ; u ~ d  t l i t~t  those who are not burgesses ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1 ,  l)(tforf? ~11,. 

1 s t  clay of August next, procu~.e t l~e~nselves admittetl l~llrges?~~..~, 
and firid caution i l l  terrns ;~l)ovc- mentioned, with certificutiol~ to 
s11c11 as  shall hi1 IIPI .P~II  t11:1t their :rle and litpors hlrall I)econ~e rr 
forfeiture to  the 11ul)lic usc ; :rnd tlley t l~e~~rselves,  or otl~crs i t 1  

their natne, sellil~g or vending suc l~  liquors, shall IJO t:xpelletl tilt! 
hurgh, ancl deprive11 of the liberties and privileges I)elongil~q 
thereto it1 ill1 t i n ~ e  conling." By a forlner eilactu~ent (1 i;%L'), 
" Brewers nntl retailers of i ~ l e  a ~ i d  npirits and other liq~lorn witl~irr 
the  hurgh, not being I)urgesses or free-tratlers," were l i l l l J l 1 3  for it 
cess o r  t.:rr of one merk Scots for each broust of ale. 

Ever)- br~rgess on adlnission had t o  pay a fce of f lG Scots, 
or f 1 6s 8d sterlit~g, in addition to  other fees, accord i~~g  to use 11r1t1 
wont. So far a s  I could find from the records, the Uou~lcil, rluri~tg 
the  whole nf last centnry, ttlinuted tlle atlmission of only nut, 
burgess. I n  1741 (19th May) the following entry occllrn :-Ic R,r  
the love and f i ~ v o ~ ~ r  wl1ic11 the Town Council and Guildrg have 
and I)HIII. t.o the IIon. I3rig:rtlier-Generill d;rales Sinclair of Kosn- 
line, and  for the favout.s and services done by him to the b11rfi11, 
they un:~nitnonsly admitted 11iln Hurges itnd Guild Brother of tltc! 
said burgh, and Ilerel~y entitle hi111 to all the priviledges, benetitrs, 
and irn~nunitys of a f'ree Rurges and O ~ ~ i l d  131.otl1er, and orrl~till 
the Clork to  111i~ke out  a1111 (I(:li\.t!l. to  I I ~ I I I  a Unt.ges Act 01. l'ickttt 
:~ccortlingly." Bishop Pocock(t, who visited Sutl~erlanil in 17 60, 
says t,hat he was tlrilde a I)urgvss o f  I ) o ~ I I o L . ~ ,  but there is ~ r o  
refgelice to  11itr1 in the luillut,es. Dolll~tleSS many others were 
electbl burgesses.of aliotn rio record has been kept. It wol~ltl Ije 
of inlltortance to  find a n  old b~rrgess ticket with an irt~l~ressiol~ of 
the 1)ul.gh seal, a s  evideticc? of tlie i~ntiquity of the prcsont stvrl  is 
neetletl ill ortlcr to prove the ccsirt of :trtns of the burgh. There 
is no record in  tire Lyon OHice of what the correct arms are. T l ~ e  
br~rgll is entitlcd to 11e;rr arms, I)nt unfortunately i t  failed Lo 
register tllt: H ~ I I I S  w11e1i c;tllcd upon to do so in 1674, and they 
n~ris t  now 11e provetl before registration. The sea.] is undoubtedly 
old, the stylc ant1 w o ~ ~ k ~ r ~ t ~ n s l r i p  pointing to the seventeentl~ 
century, but the autlloritirs require htrtller evidence to col~virlco 
the111 of  its i~ntiqnity, marc csspecially as tlie charges 011 i t  arc  
ut~l~eraldically arrimged. 

. I  1 ltc s;i~~it;rry a l , r ; ~ ~ i g ~ . ~ ~ i c ~ r t s  i111tl the stirte of the. streets ;t11(1 
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roiuls of the town were citpable of improvelnent. The Magis- 
trxtes hat1 kequently t o  ortler t h e  removal of middens from t h e  
highwiiys ant1 citnseways. The street to the west of the Dean'a 
irousc n z s  doc1art:tl dangerolls ta those who ritle or drive i n  wheel 
cv~rr ir iye~ ; it~ttl in 1750 there was ir general order t o  repair the  
pcat roatl i ~ 3  follows :-" Tile Bailies ant1 Council, taking t o  their 
consideration tilie disadvantages the  burgh is a t  for highways or  
coollnon t.r;~ct ground for bringing peats to the  burgh froln the 
lnosses e~rrplt)yctl by them, they therefore ordain tha t  each reek 
within tllc I)111gl1, furnisll a servant or able-botlied men or  wotnen 
10 t ~ ~ r ~ e n t l  t.he ri~tls twixt  the burgh and the rnoss for three different 
cl:~ys." It was bu t  fair tha t  the number of veeku shonld be  t h e  
Ivitsis of t;tx;rtio11 of labour in this case. 

111 rending t l ~ c :  records of last century, one comes across t h e  
vc.r,y snmt? 11al<es tha t  a re  camlnon in the parish still, and  i n  many 
itlstances nanles a.ssociated with the  same district as  a t  the  present 
t1:i.y-:m intlici~tion t.hat there h t ~ s  been 110 ulaterinl change in the 
t~:~t.ive population. Those who bear the hono~lred naole of >lac- 
Iz;ry are  about twice a s  nlany a s  the  Rosses and the Sutherlands, 
wl~t)  c o ~ r ~ e  next in order, ancl are rrbout equal in riumbers. Next  
ill their nun~erical strength come the Mathesons, t h e  Murrays, 
tlrt: Grants, anil the Alunros. There wns, however, a large 
mixture of Foreign names in last century, such as  Cant, Hossack, 
Cnugaci~, Pliaroah, Brog, Garve, Vtrode, Hood, Livell, Leig, 
Troup, Paplay, Serges, Lithgow, Bangor, Hogg, Rarrald, Bolloch 
--names now unknown. With regard t o  place names, t h e  same 
rc:ln;trks hold good. Places have tenaciously retained t.11eir 
n:ttnes, but  there a re  a few exceptions. The following rather  
l)~'t!t,t.y.names aro not  now in common me:-l'oberintail, Pea- 
cl~lyl), Cnbag, I ) a I v i ~ ~ y ,  Torl)ouy, CI:rshto\~i~irvichael, . I IangI~s,  
'I'ol~Lt?rtlale, Klrockit~~toll, Achilean, Craigeilsy, Portnaculter, 
i ~ 1 1 t 1  lTerry of Unes (Yoons). I t  is particularly t o  be re- 
~ r t : t t e d  t h a t  theso two lnst nr~mes-Portnaculter ant1 Unes 
-nro now discontinued. It does seem rather strange tha t  the  
t\\lcb most proniinent featuregin our surrotmclings- that the fkvries 
w11ic;ll give so ~ n r ~ e h  character t o  our parish, and without which 
we slro~~ltl  1:~ck the  geni:~l climate we so higlily prize-rihould be 
st,t,ipl)etl of tlleir g ~ . m ~ d  old names, :md now known by tlie prosaic 
Anglicised clistinction, ' l  Big Perry " and  " Little Ferry." It is 
6.11 instance of the strong tendency prevalent in the  end of last 
zri~ti tlitr 1)cginning of the present century to uncelticise everytl~ing, 
to  I)e ;~slra~nc:cl of tile Gaelic and its surrotlndings as savouring of 
 that reek :rntl poverty, and unfortunately tha t  tenclency is  not  pe t  
estinct,. There are  forces at work, subtle and powerful, which 
will, if ?~nchccksd, destroy for ever t l ~ e  purely Highland o r  Celtic 
n a ! i ~ l ~ d i t y .  
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A t  a nieeting 011 6th hfarcli-Provost Ross in the chi~ir--- 
B1r J. E. Horrigan, collector, I .H. ,  r e d  a paper on "Yhot,~. 
grapliy: Scientific, Artistic, ant1 otl~erwise." hlr HorriC:s~i 
pointetl out tlie nlalliler ill \vIticlr ~~l~oCogr;rplt\-, wl~ile dal)encli~ig 
on cltt:tltisLry atld oplies, larg('ly I~c~tt!lilcd Se\.CrirI otl~er sciences, 
notal,ly iiscrono~ny. To this science alotte, its services lrt~d I)cctl 
of the tirst ortler. lntc:resti~tg views of ol,servatorics ; ~ t  110111~ 

and abro:ld, :tnd of tllu solar 1~11tl Illllilr S U ~ ~ ~ L C Z S ,  were projt:ctatI 
on the scri:ell. Ileferetice was t l l i ~ ( 1 ~  to the ; ~ d v i t ~ i t i l ~ c ~  whiclt tlto 
a r t  of illustr;itio~i ltas tlerivetl hotn tlrc usc of 1111: ciltucra, and to 
tlie cflbrt.~ ]low Ilt!itig tnirclu i t1  tlta: ~lir!r~!tiuti of ~)ltotogr;rpllin~ it1 
natut.;~l colours. Tl~t: irrtistic ~li~ilr ts  of t l l ~  subject were toll- 

sitleretl a t  lengtll, ;rntl ill~istt~;rtotl 11y ;L splerltlitl series of slitles, 
~lunibcring over one hu~ltl~-ed. A Ii~rgt! 1)rol)ortiou of these were 
fro111 p11otogr;~plrs t;tke~i by tlie lectu~,t:r \vl~erl on Itoliduy excilr- 
siolls. A suggestio~i ndvocutiug tlle I'urmntion of :L pl~otogral~llic 
clu11 it1 I~lverllens wits wi~rtnly rc.ccivt~tl. The I:~i~tcrrl was uirder 
the ~~~;inagerncrlt of Mr Ogston, clretr~ist, 'Ci'niu~i Street. 

The ciatile evelii~ig Herr Heutt~;ulrl of tllc I~i\.erliess Collegu 
read a paljnr on tlic? " tlunic~ur* of L:uigunges." His intimab 
ki~owledge of various tongues etittbled tlte l ec t~~re r  to prepare all 
exceedi~igly eiitertai~ling Ilitper. He gave specinlc!ns of the 
curious I~lirnders 111atle Ly persons wl~o try to express tltenlselves 
in a11 unfami1i:tr totiguc.. not11 lecturers were tltitnkctl for their 
papers. 

A t  tlie ~ueetilig 011 this dute--3lr Horrigali it] the clrsir- 
hfr J. Wedderspooll, Croy, reirtl tile following paper, for wllicli 
Ilc? received a lletrrty vote of t11;itllis :- 

The oltl Session Recortls of the parish of Croy colisist of two 
volul~ies, tlte olie elnbri~ci~rg tllc period fro~tt 1G4O to 16!)U, the 
otlter tlint froltt 1718 to 1776. I t  is fro111 the fot.ttier of tllc:st! 1 
have se1ect.t.d ~naterial for tlie following notes. Tlle entries i1ro 
for the most ],art bare 1.ecords of cases of Cl~urcll discipline, alitl 
are iuterestiug oilly as being a fair index of the mor;rlity of bite 
perisli at  tlli~t tinle, and iLs showing the enormous power tl,c?li 
exercised by tlie Kirk-Session. Occasionally, l~owever, there :II.C 
entries referring to co~iten~porancous evclits now of historic:~l 
interest ; wliile the delil~quelicics punislied by Churcli cellsure or 


