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I n  t h e  1930s w e  u sed  t o  r eckon  t h a t  5 weeks i n  S c o t l a n d  

- 2 a t  Hockey Camp a t  Bal la ter ,  a n d  3 a t  Dornoch i n  rooms 

- c o s t  u s  £35. T h i s  i n c l u d e d ,  a s  a r u l e ,  a l e n g t h  o f  P i r i e  

tweed.  Now t h a t  amount would b a r e l y  p a y  f o r  one  d a y  a t  

one o f  t h e  H o t e l s .  

I have a  Dornoch "Guide Book f o r  1 9  " g i v i n g  t h e  names 

o f  29 p e o p l e  who k e p t  "rooms w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a t t e n d a n c e " .  

( I  t h i n k  t h a t  W i l l i e  S k i n n e r  t o o k  p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  some o f  

t h e  p a g e s )  b u t  most o f  t h e s e  w e r e  abandoned a f t e r  World 

War 11. 

I r e a d  a book o r  an  a r t i c l e  r e c e n t l y  which  s t a t e d  t h a t  

when Dornoch f i r s t  became p a t r o n i s e d  b y  v i s i t o r s  t h e y  w e r e  

a l l  w e l l - o f f  and  t o o k  houses  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  Few s t a y e d  i n  

t h e  o n l y  H o t e l  - t h e  S u t h e r l a n d  A r m s  - and  a p p a r e n t l y  none 

i n  rooms. As u s u a l  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  v e r y  i n a c c u r a t e .  

I n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  World War I t h e r e  w a s  a g roup  o f  f a m i l i e s  

who m e t  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  and  most o f  them w e r e  i n  rooms. 

One f a m i l y  s t a y e d  a t  t h e  S t a t i o n  H o t e l  a n d  one  o r  two l e a s e d  

houses  f o r  8  weeks o r  s o ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  own s e r v a n t s  a n d  

bed and  t a b l e  l i n e n .  

I have a  "Guide t o  Dornoch" p u b l i s h e d  i n  1906;  ' w r i t t e n  

by John S u t h e r l a n d ,  House Agent and  Accoun tan t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  t h e  Royal Dornoch Golf  Club.  1.t g i v e s  a l i s t  o f  34 F u r n i s h e d  

Houses f o r  l e t t i n g .  One o r  two ment ion  Cooking w i t h  At t endance .  

A l l  ment ion Bathroom w i t h  Hot and  Cold Water a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  

a l l  f i n i s h  w i t h  t h e  number o f  m i n u t e s  needed t o  r e a c h  t h e  

l i n k s .  There  must have  been some p r e t t y  f a s t  w a l k e r s  i n  

t h o s e  days  ( n o  cars o f  c o u r s e )  as' p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  h o u s e s  

on t h e  r o a d  above t h e  c i t y ,  now c a l l e d  I t h i n k  B u r g h f i e l d  

Road b u t  t h e n  The T e r r a c e ,  gave  t i m e s  o f  6 m i n u t e s ;  O v e r s t e p s  

and  S t .  Andrews 3  m i n u t e s .  The re  are a l so  a d v e r t i s e d  21 

a p a r t m e n t s  - o n l y  7 o f  which  had Bathrooms. 



I n  1903 ,1907 t o  1 9 1 1  and  i n  1913  w e  s t a y e d  a t  M r s  C a m p b e l l ' s  

i n  High S t r e e t .  She a l s o  k e p t  a  "Tea  Rooms" - n o  Bathroom 

- j u s t  a h i p  b a t h .  

I n  1906 w e  w e r e  a t  M r s  John B e l l ' s  i n  C a s t l e  S t r e e t  which  

was o v e r  t h e  s h o p  o f  D. J .  Macleod, j e w e l l e r  e tc .  The names 

o f  many s h o p k e e p e r s  are t h e  same - G i l l e s p i e ' s ,  A.  J .  W e i r ,  

John G r a n t -  ( B u t c h e r ) ,  W .  A.  Macdonald,  R .  R .  Johnstone;  

and  W .  S .  F r a s e r  i n  High S t r e e t  have  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  changed 

t h e i r  name. 

The p r o f e s s i o n a l  w a s  J .  D. C u r r i e  who handmade t h e  c l u b s  

h e  s o l d .  I s t i l l  have  a p u t t e r ,  bought  i n  1913  ( I  t h i n k )  

and  a mid- i ron  ( a  No.4).  The re  were  no s t a i n l e s s  s t ee l  

c l u b s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  - o n e  had  t o  p o l i s h  them w i t h  s a n d p a p e r ,  

The Club  House f o r  t h e  "Upper Cour se"  was what  a f t e r w a r d s  

became t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ' s  shop  - now demol i shed .  The "Lower 

Course"  ( t h e  L a d i e s ' )  haa r e c e n t l y  been  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  1 2  

t o  1 8  h o l e s  - most o f  them r a t h e r  f l a t  and  u n i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

s t r e t c h i n g  towards  t h e  s e a  a n d  back  a g a i n .  

B e f o r e  World War I my sister  and  I u s e d  t o  have  4 somes 

w i t h  Frank B u i s t  and  J i m  Mackin tosh  on t h e  "Lower L i n k s " .  

The L a d i e s '  Club  House, I t h i n k ,  s t i l l  s t a n d s  a s  a  g r e e n -  

k e e p e r s '  t o o l  house  e tc .  j u s t  by t h e  6 t h  h o l e  o f  t h e  " S t r u i e  

Cour se" .  The f i r s t  t i m e  w e  e v e r  p l a y e d  on t h e  "Upper ( s i c )  

Course"  was i n  1910  when one  morning w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  p l a y  

t h e r e ,  as t h e  men w e r e  t o  go on t h e  "Lower ( s i c )  C o u r s e " .  

The B u i s t s  t o o k  Abden as t h e i r  summer r e s i d e n c e  i n  1908 ,  

I t h i n k .  The "Guide Book" men t ions  2 p r i v a t e  h o t e l s  and  

3 p u b l i c  h o t e l s .  

W e  s t a y e d  i n  many d i f f e r e n t  hous'es i n  Dornoch and  v i s i t e d  

f r i e n d s  i n  o t h e r s .  So a  good many s t i l l  have  " a s s o c i a t i o n s "  

a t t a c h e d  t o  them. 



The next  6  yea r s  w e  s t a y e d  w i t h  M r s  Budge a t  A j m e r e  Co t tage  

i n  Su the r l and  Road. Very a c t i v e  y e a r s  - once i t  was s o  

warm t h a t  w e  even bathed be fo re  b r e a k f a s t !  There was u s u a l l y  

a  weekend a f t e r  camp b e f o r e  s h e  could  t a k e  us on September 

1st s o  w e  s p e n t  i t  a t  t h e  Roslyn Hote l  i n  C a s t l e  S t r e e t .  

In  1939 t h e  o n l y  rooms w e  could  r e n t  w e r e  i n  Carnaig  S t r e e t  

bu t  w e  never  go t  t h e r e  because about  24 th  August my b r o t h e r ,  

who was by t h a t  t i m e  M i l i t a r y  A s s i s t a n t  t o  Gen. I r o n s i d e  

a t  t h e  War O f f i c e ,  warned us t h a t  t h e  agreement s i gned  

between Germany and Russ ia  meant t h a t  war was i n e v i t a b l e .  

No going t o  Dornoch aga in  a l l  th rough  World War I1 bu t  

i n  1946,  7 and 8  w e  s t a y e d  w i t h  M r s  Robichaud a t  Overs teps .  

She had l i v e d  t h e r e  s i n c e  h e r  marr iage  about  1898 and i n t r o -  

duced us t o  some of t h e  " r e s i d e n t s " .  U n t i l  t hen  ou r  f r i e n d s  

had mos t ly  been from t h e  annua l  v i s i t o r s  who, I f e a r ,  spoke 

of t h e  " r e s i d e n t s "  r a t h e r  . p a t r o n i s i n g l y  a s  " t h e  l o c a l s " ,  

bu t  owing t o  new f r i e n d s  made among them, my s is ter  and 

I r e a l l y  d i d  begin  t o  f e e l  t h a t  w e  w e r e  no t  incomers bu t  

belonged.  

From 1954 t o  1976 w e  s t a y e d  a t  Burghf ie ld .  

A s  t i m e  went on few v i s i t o r s  s t a y e d  f o r  more t han  a  f o r t n i g h t  

i n s t e a d  of t h e  former month, 6 o r  even 8  weeks. Again t h e  

same f a m i l i e s  used t o  come f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  i n  succes s ion  

- f o r  i n s t a n c e  Lord Johnstone and h i s  w i f e ,  and a  f ami ly  

from S a l i s b u r y  c a l l e d  F l e t c h e r  ( M r s  F l e t c h e r ' s  name is  

on t h e  Winners'  Board f o r  one y e a r ,  I f o r g e t  wh ich ) .  

W e  had annua l  foursomes w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  - t h e  Grant twins  

and M r s  Skinner  and M r s  J .  A.  Macdonald o r  sometimes M i s s  

Matty Macrae, and u s u a l l y  p layed w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  i n  M r s  

B u i s t ' s  Mixed Foursomes, having asked Tosh Mackintosh of 

t h e  Post  O f f i c e  t o  f i n d  us p a r t n e r s .  One yea r  he s a i d  

" I ' l l  j u s t  have t o  p l a y  w i t h  you myse l f " .  I remember t h a t  

he always p u t t e d  w i t h  a  No.2 o r  5 i r o n .  



During World War I of course  we could  no t  g e t  t h e r e ,  bu t  

went back a f t e r  7 yea r s  absence t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  B u i s t s  

a t  Abden. One day i n  1920 w e  went t o  see Angus P i r i e  of 

Rogart who was a t  h i s  loom i n  a l i t t l e  p l a c e  a lmost  o p p o s i t e  

t o  A l l t  Dearg, Sander Macdonaldls house now. When w e  asked 

M r  P i r i e  i f  he remembered us he s a i d  "Fine  w e e  t r o t t i e s  

ye w e r e  t hen ,  r u n n i n l  about  a f t e r  your mother".  

H e  used t o  de s ign  h i s  own tweeds g i v i n g  them names l i k e  

"Waves of t h e  Sea".  

A f t e r  spending t h e  morning i n  f i n e  weather  on t h e  beach,  

w e  used t o  a r r ange  t o  go f o r  p i c n i c s  w i t h i n  walking d i s t a n c e  

- t h e  E a r l ' s  Cross woods o r  t h e  Sawmill Woods o r  sometimes 

i n  a  f i e l d  o f f  t h e  Poles  Road. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was i n  1910 t h a t  w e  h i r e d  b i c y c l e s  and 

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  range  of f a v o u r i t e  s p o t s  f o r  p i c n i c s  - t h e  

Eve l i x  Burn, L i t t l e  Fe r ry  and a  s p o t  a lmost  o p p o s i t e  t h e  

o l d  Larachan School w i t h  a  wonderful  view of Dun Cre ich  

and t h e  F i r t h .  

Only two f a m i l i e s  had c a r s ,  t h e  B u i s t s  and t h e  Buchanans. 

I remember a  d r i v e  i n  1909 by Rogart and L a i r g  where w e  

had t e a  a t  t h e  Inve r sh in  Hote l  w i t h  such marvel lous  scones  

t h a t  one d i d  no t  w a n t  any th ing  else. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  1920s were t h e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  which t h e  

Wethered f ami ly  w e r e  r e g u l a r  v i s i t o r s  t o  Dornoch s t a y i n g  

i n  A. J .  R y l e l s  house ( R a n d a l l s ) .  I remember one yea r  t h a t  

w e  w e r e  look ing  forward t o  s e e i n g  - h e r  - p o s s i b l y  1930 - 
but  s h e  was no t  v i s i b l e  because of chicken-pox! (Bobby 

Jones '  assessment  of Joyce Wethered).  

I n  1930 an aun t  o f f e r e d  t o  pay f o r  a  ho l i day  f o r  us .  N a t u r a l l y  

w e  plumped f o r  Dornoch and had about  10  days a t  t h e  o l d  

Su the r l and  A r m s  Hote l .  



I see t h a t  I have n u t  mentioned t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  i n  t h e  

"Guide Bookn :- 

M e m b e r s  

Gentlemen - Ent rance  f e e  21/- 

Annual sub.  lo / -  
Locker r e n t  3 / -  

Ladies  - Ent rance  f e e  5 / -  

Annual sub.  5 / -  

Locker r e n t  2/6 

V i s i t o r s  

Gentlemen - 1 wk. 7 / 0  2  wks. 15 / -  3 wks. £1-0-0 

4 wks. £1-5-0 2 /0  a w k . t h e r e a f t e r  l o c k e r  i n c l u d e d  

Lad ies  - 5/-  a wk. f o r  1st month 

2/-  a wk. t h e r e a f t e r  l o c k e r  i n c l u d e d  

D a i l y  V i s i t o r s  

Gentlemen - 1 / 6  Lad ies  - 1/- 

Caddies' f e e s  - O l d  Course - w i t h  which s t a g g e r i n g  i n f o r -  

mat ion  I had r e a l l y  b e t t e r  " h o l e  o u t " .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

E.  A. Macleod. 

MISS MACLEOD ON PUTTING 

Don' t  l o o k  up t o o  soon. My b r o t h e r  s a y s  t h a t  one o f  t h e  

o l d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  used  t o  s a y  " ' i t  and ' a r k  I' Jessie 

Anderson's  "pendulum swing".  I a l s o  found u s e f u l  and - 
p e r s o n a l l y  - I. found t h a t  humming a  l i t t l e  t u n e  i n  w a l t z  

t i m e  h e l p e d  t o  make a  r h y t h m i c a l  p u t t .  


