
Cop!J-Ldler to Major-General DAVID STEWART efGarth ·c. 

Edi11lmrgl1. 

(Ullled) l\lo1mc1r, l;J' Gouru:, 9th Jan. 1826. 

• ~m,-The '1':rrors regarding Sntherhmd, and more espe­

cially r nrding myself, which are contained in your Book 

on the UighlnnllS, have induced me to publish a Statement 

in my own l'indicntion, of which I think it proper to send yon 

n copy enclosed. 

1 will candidly inform you, that, when your Book wru; 

published, I submitted 11 case to unsel ; and being advised, 

that, from the peculiar manner in hich the paragraph is 

wordetl, the Author could not, nt my instance, be brought 

hefore n Jury, I then wished to hav addressed you, but 

nUowed myself to be persuaded " that I had no occasion to 

trouble myself in the matter." Mr Baow E' subsequent 

publication, and some more recent paragraphs in the Irish 

prints-all following on the statements in your Book, render 

it imperative on me to shew where the truth lies. I have 

done this, I hope, with every delicacy. At same time I arn 

prepared to support th truth. I am, 

Srn, 

Your humble Sermnt, 

fojor-Gcncrnl D vrn ."er.WART,} 
of Garth. 

l'. T, SELLAR 

STATEMEN'l\ 

BY PA TRICK SELLAR, 

0.0:TI.U: fACTOll ON THE EARLDOM 011 8UTlll!ltl,A.'O, I • 

.' 'WER TO CERTAIN lv!IsnEPREl::ENTATIONS l'UULI lllW 

ONCl!:RN11'G lllS CONDUCT, WHILE IIE IIELO '!'Ill, .\IIUVF.­

ME. 'TIO -ED SITUATION. 

IN several late Publication , on the ·ubject of th IIighland:; of 
Scotland, the Author.· have iadulgc<l lh 'm chc · in inn!ctive 
11.gainst the N bl l'ropricto of the Earldom of 'utherland; ac­
cusing them of cruelty to th ir people; of folly iu the admini~lra­
tion of their private affair ; and of au. in gros injury to the 
public weal. 

The Noble Proprietors th •ms h- • n v r having deigned to 
notjce the e publicution , l \\ill not pre ·ume to intrude my poor 
opinion on the 1mbject; hut, in Ml far a· it ha· been b Ii vccl by 
thc:,c writer1,, or ineiinunt d, or inferred in th ir work , that I my­
·elf wns guilty of iuhumanity, 1 hope I may be forgiven for ub­
mitting a bri f c plnnation. 

I allude to cncral , ' t wnrt of G11rth's book and lo tl1e Critical 
Examination of Dr JI'Culloch's work on the Ilighland of 'cot­
land.-1 ·hull firi;t quote distinctly the pas ages that are injurious 
to m nn<l then ubmit what I hope ,viii appear 1t refutation of 
tho c pa ·ugc.-. 1\ ncl J wi h it to be distinctly wulcrbtoocl, thut I 
do not m an to impeach the honour of the gentlemen who nr the 
AutJ101 of th se work. ; although I shall ccrtai11ly ma!.·c it appear, 
that they hav mi taken the truth, and misrepresented it with r •­
pcct to me. 

General tewart, in bi work, page 103. says "If more lc11it•111 

mcasur s l1atl been pun,ued, vindication would have been unnt•ct•~­
i.ary, and the expo ·urc of the trial of' one of the acting agent might 
have been a,•oidcd. This trial was brought forw11rd ut th in ·tanct­
uf the Lord Advocate in consequence of t..hc loud cry of iu<ligna­
tion raised in the country agaiu:;t proceeding , clum1clr:rir.cd by t!te 

• l'id~ A ppcndix, • o. I. 



.'i/11•1 ff[ of the Cmml,1/ rts ' co11du.:t td1icli /ins seldom di. grnced a11y 
rc,111,fr!J.' "-The Author of the Critical Examination exclaim , 
•· Do not these id ntical pl'llibeworthy superiors occasionally eject 
n r ·ruct •1 ry tenant by fire, and sometimes in their hurry forget to 
re .. rn,•e the ngc<l and the betl-ri(\ frolll the huts to which they J1av<> 
applied the flaming brand? Can the public have forgotten tl1e fncli< 
which were brouul t to 1-ight on the Trial of Pntrick Sellar? This 
man w, tri cl b •rore the Circuit Court of J usticiary on the 2;3(1 
Ap :l 1 lG, for the crimes of culpable homicide, real injury llnd 
npprc.-~ion." 

faery reader unacqu. inted with the circumstance~ is cruelly left 
t•J infer that I had committed the most atrocious acts; and not onc 
word i:1 said to explain the fact, that I was an innocent mun, deli• 
vcrrd from n foul con pirac. by the fifteen hours' pati nt investi• 
1,;ation of a llriti ·h ,1 ury. 

:'lfy btory is very i,hort, ao<l I beg the favour of a <lelib rate con-
1-idtralion of it. 

ln the ye:i~ 1810 I hu<l the honor to be i:nrracrcd by the . Iurqui~ 
and ::Uarchione_s of Stafford, to he factor of the Earldom of Suther­
land: th:it i- to ay, to collect the Rent ; pr par the Tack~, ancl 
other writings connected with the E:tat · ; protect the Game that 
wu under the charge of the keepers ; and carry leg lly into effect 
such arrangements a should be directed by their Commi sioner. 
acting under their i11stru('tion~. 

This Gentleman, in exploring thee tate, found it to con ·ist of a 
huge mountainou. tract of w t p nt bog, intersper eel with narrow 
~tripes of low haugh subject to mildew, and skirt d round by ~horc,1 
conterminous to fishing-grouncl, not perhaps much lc:s Ya)unblc 
thnu the c~tatc it~elt'. 

H found the country very much possessed under iiiddlemen ; 
1>1' whom, one, or two. mH.l in some in tances three, intervened be-
11·.-i :t the Landlord ml Temu l; und he came to the resolution of 
di,.,po · cs~in" the '.\liddlcmcn. removing the people nearer to the 
,ea-. hor , nn<l putting- the mountnins under Cheviot Sheep-a re­
. olution 1d1ich it may be believed mncle my duty no sinecure. It 
wa: the more 11rduou·, that the Sheriff- ubstitute of the County, 
tlic person rt;ferred lo by Geneml Stewart ef Garth, was nddictetl to 
po11chi1 g-1 meon, to killing hare on the corn braird at brcccliug 
time; to i.hooting partridge by the covey, wl1cn ~itti11g clo c to­
'!ethcr in time of snow ; and to otherwi ·e destroying the gumc. 
·i1\1out either certificate, or liberty from the proprietor. He hue! 
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met with sc,•erul checks from the keepers from myself, and in n, 
in ·tanee from the l\Inrquis of 'tafford; none of which check ,1cn, 
I believe, ,ilculntcd to compliment thi man of authority, or to !lat­
ter hi vanity. 

The fir~t di~trict where I was desired to carry the lll'W nrrnng •­
ments into effect was the Parish of Assynt. It was at tl,c t •mi of 
Whitsunday l 12. The mountains were divided amon the pt I'· 
on· who had formerly been Tacksmen or ~Iiclcllemen in that 

Pari h. I expedited the nece'sary warrants; but th •cntlem 11 

who were to receive po csi;ion had so much influence over the 
people, that little or no interference of min wu~ necca Ul'y. 

In spring 1813 I was cle ired to curry into cff•ct similar nrr11ng • 
ment in the Pari ·]1 of Kildonn.n and part of Clyne; the mountuin,i 
of which were to be put um! r Cheviot i;h •phenh; ns well ru hl'­
viot sheep. Such was the tumult occ11~ionctl by this proposrrl, th11t 
before tl1e notices could be ,tcrwd it w · nece~ ary to ·all in military 
aid. At the term of \\'hit·undl1y ftH;J, however, the mountai11 
were put into po. ·ession of' the hccp former: and their shep­
herds · and the peopl wer • ,Ill f rrcd to the neighbourhood of 
Helmsdale, where the Marqui · of , tnlfor<l tli n proposed to build 
n harbour, an<l to c ·tabli,h a Ilcrrina Fi~hcry.t 

In the year 1814 it wa propo ·ed to arrange in like manner tlw 
ground near the ourccs of the river Brora and the Puri ·b of Farr: 
-I wus desired, of consequ •nee, to prepare my elf for rcmovini: 
the population of the c tli~tricts to the neighbourhood of fi hin~­
ground; and as it i here 1hat inhumanity is alleged to ba\'c been 
committcu by 1111.•, I particulnrly reque t the attention of the rea• 
der to what follows. 

The c di tricts were int ndecl to be divided into heep fann, ; 
but, much to the r lief of my official duty the farm , e,·c ptin:-r 
on , w re not tak n by ijhccp farmer . That one being tak n by 
my:elf~ it wa · in my po11 er to leave one-half of it, for four year. 
in po ~ession of the old tenantry; who were of cour~c allowed tht• 
whole of tho c four years to transfer themselves, their fomilie · anti 
property, to the n w allotments provided for them; so tltat in point 
ef fact {/,ere were removed, i11 1814, only 27 Tenants, and one Tinhr 
o, Caird, who had taken po· ession of u piece of xtr •mcly ,1iJ<l 
<>round in a mora - among the mountain ,-wa o.ccusecl by tlw 

• v;,1,.. Appendi:l, 'o. I?. 
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n:mtrJ' of biitnmy, theft, nn<l riotous conduct, and was put clowu 
in 111y in truct1on a n person to be expelled from the e tate, 

But, before going further, I 011~ht to mention, that one day in 
·winter 1 13-14, an<l long before the lo.st-mentioned arrangement 
,1 ns c,micd into effect hy me, I wa" waited upon by l\lr Ro-·, Pro­
curator-fiscal, or in oth r words erown A ,.ent, for the County of 
Sutherland. This gentleman sni<l he wish d to ha\'C n confidential 
convcr. tion with me, nn<l he communicated to ru the important 
fact, that thf' Sl,erfff-SubstituLe tta.v lying b, wait to do me a11 injury; 
thnt he ha<l l nrncd this from th 'heriff himself, so for back ll the 
month qf Jul!/ 1813; and he advised me to 1,c extremely cautious 
in nil my procec ing. . It may be believed that thi infonnution 
did not climini~h the, snti,Suction which I fC'lt at being able to limit 
my duty in the ,mmnor above cxpluincd: anti, in ord r that I might 
uot be committt-d in any pa;ticulnr, (altho •h l ufli red con ider­
oble damage by not receiving po ·,.,c ·ion on the ~Gth of )Iay l 14, 
the llay l'rom which my rent bcgnn to 'l'llll. and on which the 
tenantry ought to ha\'c been r moved), 1 waited patiently until 
the 13th day of June; and wh n it 'II. lhcn found nece: arr to 
can c the Sheriff's Officer eject the Tenant,, I attended perso1;ully 
to watch tlmt no impropriety was committed. Tilt: 27 Tcnnnts 
itbov -mentioned wer tl1en lt'gnll!J ejected, nnd ,cnl to the nllot-
111 •nts prepared for th m by the Commii; ioocr. They c rried 
their rude furniture an<l the stickii of their huts along with them. 
After this parL of my duty had been flcctccl, I i;ent the Sheriff's 
Officer · to expel the Tinker. The .tick of hi hut, or cabin, con­
sist d of t\\ o ort ·; of birch boughs, which bclon, d to the pro­
prietor, and of piece of moss or l,og fir, for which, by the pr ctice 
of the countr , person ' removed are allowed payment. To prev nt 
the possibility of any inju. tice b ing done to thi man, I cau d the 
moss fir, after his ejcctment, to he valued. I pai<l him 6s. which 
I think was double the vnluc of it, nnd then c·au ed th party collect 
the wh le together, and con·umc them b • fire; Jcavin the Tinker, 
and the seconcl of hi wi,·es and her family, in po~:e sion of a 
small cabin ; from wl1ich I thought he would probably soon with• 
draw him If. 

" This i- the head and front of my offcn<ling.''-1 continued in 
the Noble Family's employment in this dcp rtmeat until )Iartinma 
1818; but no further arrangement of the Estate followed ;-and I 

• Vidt: A ppcndix, No. 4. 
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":1ust add (altl10111rh the foct be little co1111ecl d ,i-ith my .,_0nern­
t10n ), that, durin' the whole time of my ·cr\'ice, I am not a1Hnc 
t_hut a single tcnnnt was ro\_1pcd or clone ultimutc dili re-nee ogoin~t 
for payment of rent ; or a m••le pcrso11 of good character removed 
without hcing previously offi red nn aliotment ou the e.tnt • 

)Iy surprise, th rcforc, will be "UCs ·eel when I I arned, in "·inter 
l 14-15, that proof was orgnni;,;ing ainong the re111ovcu tumntr\', 
tl1at I had committ d a number of atrocitil! nt thtse la,t-mcntion · d 
rcmovin ;-when I found it tate1l iu certain London printij, and 
from the pen of certain fri nds of certain l\Jiddlcmcn upon tta 
estate, that 1 had caused the death ef n ,wn1ber ,f indh•icluals, and 
consumed whole tJitlagcs b.lJ jire!-wlwn I fom1d my Jri•11d tht· 
ShcriJf engaged in fishing a.mong the rcmov •<l pcnsuntry for wit­
nesi;e ngainst me; and a r port current tbroucrh the countr\' thnt. 
'f l b • ' 1 I 1e people only tuck to their text, every mun would bc re torl'tl 
to the ground from .,., hich he had been jected. 

As these calumnies were chiefly intended to wound the f.;clit,,,~ of 
the ~obi Family whom I ·1:r\'ed, I expected that my comtit; 111 

would huve brought the lib •lier· before a Court of Ju. 1i::e; hut 
t~cy declined to interfere in the smallc ·t rc~p ct; antl as at that 
t~me I wn. unabl _ lo defray the charge· of uch a measure, 1 pa­
tiently wwtcd a trial before a jlll") of my country, ac; th, only con­
·ummation of the ·1icritf' procccdin ~ at all cle imble to ml'. 

The hour of this, to me important, trial at length arriVl'd. Even· 
calumny that hacl heen imagined anu id a<>-ain t me wa , contained 
in the indictmen t, 1md the fir!<t witne, b~ou.,ht for\\ nrd y tli • 
Crown wu · tl,is ~amc Sher!.ff!-Need I ucld, tlmt upon the evitienc~ 
of Mr Ro the Fi ·cnl, and other~, and upon production by me qi 
ilic Vt:r!J [~lier fouiukd o,i b!J G i:11 . Slewart, hi te. timony "a· r jcctcd. 
l\'Iy acqmttal foll wcd.-Ilul I hope I ;,hall be pcrmittc..d o t 11 hl• 
story from tlrn speech of the presidi11g Judge, and from the co11-
·Iuding part of t11 trial it. ·lf'. Hi Lorclehip Mid, ' Thut if tht 

: Jury w :re at . all !lt a lo · on this part of the cu ·e, I hty ough 
to take into view the character of the accused ; for thi. was al­

' ways of importance in baluncing contradictory t, -timo111·. No 
' 11ere there _was, in the first place rca, e;.,itlence, from the ;omluct of 
' .lfr Stllar m regard to the :ick ; for this, in se"eral install ·e , I :ul 
' been proved to be most humane: aml, 2dly, There were the l1•tter, 
' of Sir George Abercrombie, Mr Brodie, Mr F nton ; which, al­
' though not evidence, mu t hu\'c some weight with tJ,c ju•. ; and 

/1. 2 
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' here were the testimo1 ie of 1 'Jr Gilzean, and ir Archibald 
• Dunhar, all . tablishing J Tr , dlar's humanity of <li~position.' 

' The Jury having retired for a quarter of nn hour, returned a 1•iva 
't:oce ,•erdict, unanimou ly finding l\Ir Sellar-Not Uuilty.' 

• Lord Pitmilly then 1Hldrc:;~ed )lr ell r. Hi Lordship aid, 
' "l\Ir Sellar, it is now my duty to disllli~. ' OU from the bar; nnd 
' you lune the satisfaction of thinking, that you urc discharged 
'by the :111a11i111ous opi11ion ef /he Jury ai,d the Courl. l aw sure 
' that, although your f lings mus~ have been agitated, you cannot 
' regret that this triul took pince; and I am hopeful it will h~ e 
• due effect on the mind. of the country, which have been so much 
• and o improperly agitated."' 

' The trial lnsted from ten o'clock on Tuesday till one o'clock 
'on Wedne~cluy morning, ant\ the Court-room 11· 11 crowd d to 
• exces .' 

How soon, ufter thi trial, forms would ndmit, n uit wa in.ti­
tute<l at my instance ngain t the same licriff whose 1Jitllwrit9 is 

founded on h!J Gen. ·1e1uart; nnd this suit wa · presently followed 
by hi re ignntion of hi office b hi quitting the ounty, , n<l by 
his nd<lrcssing a letter to me, from which the followiug i an xtrect ~ 
' , ir,-Bcing impi- ·scd with the pert ct conviction and belief, 
• that the ' t tement to your pr ju<lice con incd in the precognition 
• which I took in ,'tratlmaver, in Mny bl5, were to such an ex­
' t nt exnggcrations ns to a11101mt to absolute.fnl~l'hoods, I am free to 
' ndmit that, led away by the clamour xcited against you, on ac­
' count of the cli charge of the <luti of your office a foctor for 
• the Marchioness ()f 8taffortl m introuucing a new system or ma­
. nagemcnt on the ~uthcrJand c tate, I g ve a degree of credit to 
• those rni ·-statements, of which I am no,v thoroughly lmmed, 
• and which I most incerely und deeply regret. From th asper­
' ·ions thrown on your character, I tru t you need not doubt that you. 
• arc already folly acquitted in the eyes of the world. That you 
• would be •ntitled lo e ·ernplnry dan111g s from me for my parti­
' cipation in the injury done you, I am most sen ·il>le; an<l I shall 
• therefore not only acknowledge it u · a most important obligation 
' conferred on me and on my innocent family, if you will have the 
· goodne to drop your law- uit against me, but I ·hull al o pay 
' the expense of that suit, and place at your disposal, towards the 
• rcimburoc111cnt of Lhc pre\'ious expen~cs which this mo1:,t unfor-
• tuna e u ine · hn occa ioncu to you, any um •ou mny exact, 

• lfo lwd l;1lwn it l,!J l,i111self, 1ri1bou1 the Fisc I nnd wilhout the Sllcrilf-Clerk, 
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' when made acquainted with the ·tate of my uflairs,-trusting to 
• your gcnero ity to have con ideration to th heavy e. pen. e my 
' defence has cost me, and that my connexion with the unfortunate 
' affair has induced me to resign the office of Sheriff-substitute 
' of uthcrland.' • 

Yet this is the authority on which General tewart seem lo be­
lieve me guilty of ' conuuct which has seldom clcgratl d any coun­
try ·-and I leave the public to judge 1,•l1at sort of authority tliat 
i . Surely J ·hull be pardoned for thinking, that Gen. tewart 
might lmve pauoc<l before he thus wounded the feelings of hi 
follow-crc11turc on uch bnd attthorit!J and in the focc of the ver­
dict of fifteen llighlaod G ntlcmen, unanimou:ly acquitting from 
the cl1urge of oppre:sing Highlander . 

Thc 11utl1or ot' the Criticnl Examination seems to me to ha,•c 
been hurried away by the faJ,e in.1pre ions which the General'· 
statement is calculnted to create. I am po: ·e:-sed of a letter from 
hirn acknowledging my innocence, and pro111i ·ing to correct wl1at 
is offensive to ml' in his next edition-a promfao not the less agre •­
able to me th the make it voluntarily, considering him elf not with­
in the reach of n legal pro ·ecution. And as the circum 1a11ccs which 
I have detailed are perfectly undcrstooll in tl1c small circle of my 
acquaintan ·e, nnd genernlly over thP Toi·th of cotland, I should 

not hnve now intruded my ' If, unle for the purpo e of preventing 
stra11ger residing at a distance from bcin" mi led, ns I believe 
these g nllcmcn hnvc been. 

. JoRVTCII I: , UTllRrtl.A.' D,} 
D&cE~trl&ll, 1 2;;. 

l',\TlU<.:K SELL.\Jt. 

• A full copy of the leu-,r is nnexed. h i~ recorded in the llooks of Council 
f\Ucl S< ion, nnd the origiual is in 1hc h riff-Court D u of Su1hcrl1md, 11 !Jere 

it WU.$ 1 t;i>ll'rcd us n rrolinti,c Writ lhc 13th Nov. l 17. 



. PPE,.'DI:. 

- ·o. I. 

Comparative View <if tlie F.arldom '!f S1tllicrla11d, b fore and nfler 
wliat has been do11c part ialty to improve it. 

YEAns. 

1810. 

1825. 

A:.. UAL ExroHT. ~.'Tll, 

1'he"1lt1lmon of four .'IJ\Ull 

Rivers, a little K Ip, n few 
hundred l>nrrels of fish f'rn111 
As -yn t, uncl 11 few tl TO\'CF of 
lenn Kylocs ;-per Cuntru, 
henvy importation of Oat-
meal to ~upport the people 
in th mild wed Country. 
1. The ·umc ~ulmon Fi~h­

ing!I nm! Kelp. 
2. A ft w drove~ of !Jetter 

fed Kyloo , without im­
portations of M<>ul. 

3. ScvcruJ Thou arul Bolls 
of llul'ley exported in 
pun· llighlun<l Whi~ky. 

4. llcttcr than 73,000 flee­
ces of \·'i'ool. 

5. Better tliun Hi,0U0 Che­
\'io~ 'hcep. 

6. Better than :lU 000 Bar­
rels of Ilcrri11a-. 

~o. 2. 

L. 11,650 

26,000· 

OFFICIAL 

R1:Pon-r m· 
POPLl,ATIOX, 

23,6:W 

~a,840i' 

\ 1m: the hcriff had l>een detected for the third time, he wrote 
o letter to the Marqui and i\Iarchionc of Staf!'ortl, requesting 
that he might not be prosecuted. Lord ta/ford's an ·wer passed 
through my hand. :-I cannot do it ju tice, but it was somewhat 
to this ffect, •• that, i,1cludi11g tlie Sfleriif, there were seven poacher~ 

• .\go.inst this sum is to b" pl:u,c'tl the interesl of betwi,:t lwo nnd three bumlr~d 
thouund pound chicHJ cli, id"d by the- noble propricLOr,; nmong rcmo,•cd tenantry 
und other workrul'n in nl.'h:mge for labour. "'h~thcr n lunrllorcl le,, gcnc-rous, 
might wilh propri<:ly hn,-e v,•d part of the above 5um, is questionoblc. The fish­
ing could not h:i,-c l><-cn realized without rdaining the people; nnd litllc could 
l»•e been sa,·cd "ithout deducting from their comfort. 

t TI,is is the Ct'nsus of 1821,-Thnt of I iJ mu t she"' n grealer number of 
im,plc. 
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detected in different parts of the county, and contained in the 
same report; tl1at whatever difference 1night exist between the 
condition of the culprits, the quality of the offences was the same; 
and therefore, in granting the heriff's request, his Lords.hip had 
directed me to discharge the whole. 

No. 3. 
At the date before mentioned, except the Salmon Coble , there 

wa not a ingle fishing-boat in Helmsdale, nor a single herring 
caught on that shore. The fir t es ny wns made i11 l8 l4 un<l l 
here annex an official account of the re ult from the year 1813 to 
23d Dec. l 25. 
Stale ef the quantity ef Jlcrrfol{s Caught a11d Cured f,t llctrmdal~ in 

Sut/;erland A.'D EXPORT1.rnfro111 that Creek, from the !fCar 1 13 
to tlie year }-,::25, both i11cl11 ·ive. 

YEAR. I QuA:-1TITY.1 H.E 1,\RKs, £low E. l'OltTJ-:D. 

Barrels. Pimple were em­

I 
Barrels. 

1813 on . 

J 14 2,400 
l 1.5 4 000 
1816 7.300 
1817 9,350 
181 14,:390 
l 19 17,449 
1820 18,8:J,j 
1 21 1 ,7 4 
1~22 19 314 
1823 21,21.3 
1R24 2:J,(i92 
1825 23,4,'>0 

180,17\l 
up<l. still 

in store, 1,550 

B. 1Bl,729t 

Certified hy .Jou 

plo) cd building 
lJoui;es, Sheds, 
&c. preparatory 
to the Herring 
Fi·hery. 

• The quantity 
exported at thi. 
d1tlc, 23,4:>0 
Suppo·ed 
still in 

1,550 

aught 
1 25, 8. 25,000 

For the I fome 
~Iarkct, 117,02 

W cstlndio. do.!) ,59:3 
lri~h, 2 ,09 
ForcigTI, 3,560 

'uppo ed in 
tore nt this 

<lute, 

180,179 

1,550 

B.l 1,7:?9 

II Aw, C.- Uppnt House, 23cl Dec. l 25. 

t Be, idl?'I whntevcr qunntity the population of SuLherlnnd can annUBll)• con­
~umc,--lkrrini:r-i ur • worth nt prc6cnt from 25s. to 30s. per Bane). 
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o. 4. 

E 'TRAC'r rnoM Tll& Di::Po lTIO OF 

WILLI,\ \I Yo .'G Esq, witnc~s for the ,rown.-Idcntificd the 
notice to lhe tenants in 'trntlmnver \1 hich was explained to tlie 
people, at the set in Dec. I 13 in Uuclic, hy the preceding wit­
n~~- It wus tho intention of the witn , to hu.ve had th allotment. 
ready early in 'prinµ. a mentioned in the notice; but tl1e plan of 
proc eding i thi · : Th number of the tenants to be removed i 
first a eertuinec.l hefor the 11llotmcnt are laid off, and then a land­
surveyor i empl•oyetl to cxnmin the ~round. Accordingly a sur­
veyor arrived u out the 20th of April, nnd he int nded in1111ccliatc­
ly to , et out for 'trathnaver; but that gentleman recci,•ed letter 
stating that his wili "ns unwell and rcque:ting that h would r1;­
turn home. To thi tile witnes · consented, and tlie surveyor 11·as to 
com back to ."uthcrland as soon a, be could. On the 20th of 
May he did return and w nt to . ttfltht111v r. Ho woe employed 
tiU the 31. t of, lay in laying oft' the nlloLments, By tbc 4th of ,June 
every thing wa11 ready for the reception of tl1c people nncl between 
~be :Jlst of' Iuy un<l that day they were all pre·ent, and everl/ 1111111 

ieformed <?f l,i.t allotmcnf.-The l100. es were to be built by tfuc 
tenant them chcs; but tlicre were barns to which the peop! might 
hav rem Yed if they cho ·c ; aod tlrese barn tC/t're at lc1 t a good a· 
the hottses 1uliicli the!J left. Cro -cxumined.-Witnes know::- of no 
tenant whll got notice to remove "ho ,, u. · di · ppointed. There 
were 27 removed nt TV/,itsuuday 1 14, and tl,cre were nllotmc11ts .for 
eocry person, and 12:J banis aml h_11res into u11liclt the people might 
hatit; gone. ome of th m, parttcularly Hugh Grunt, Georg 
}1•Leod, and John ){•Kay refused allotlllent ; and C/Ji~·ltolm t/1e 
tinl·er got none, bcctmsefor two !JCar hack complaints /iad /Ke11. 111adt 
ogai11st /4j,n as a worthless 'character. 

0, 5. 

Al Dornoc!1, the Tliirteentli rlay ef .November Eiglllcc,1 hundred 
aud setJcnlee11 years, 

In presence of HAR LES Ross, ~ q. Advocate, hcrilf-Dcput 
of the 'hire of 'uthcrlan<l, 

Compearc<l JA~n:s TinA. DER, Writer iu Dornoeh, as procura­
tor for Pntricl· Scllur, E~cJ, of \\'estlleld, nt Culmaily who for him 
pro<l11ccd oncl g1wc in the letters undcrnritt n, de ·irin,, and r -
quiring that the ·ume might be in ertetl and rcgi ·tere1l i11 thu 
'herift'-(;ourt Book of Sutherland, us prohlltiYe , rits: which de ire 

being rcnso11ul.Jlu1 the same wa~ dirt!ctcd o to be done, nnd uc­
cordingly of which letters the tenor folio\\ in lhcse words, ,·iz. 

• Thi, largi: numl,cr lf'llil.Cd 27 tenants, owing to the rbcogc or arrangemcnl 
·iphined in ll,c 1at.-n1tnt, I ge 4. 
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From l\Ir M•K ,t late 'licrfjf-suhslilulc (!/ tl1c Shire ef 
S11llterlnud, to Mr SELJ,A R. 

Drw,mmie, i2d cptcmhcr l 17. 
1 R,-Tieing impr cd with the perfect conv;ction and belief. 

that the ~Intern •nts to yonr prejudice contaiuccl in the precognition 
which I ook in trathnavcr, in May UH5, 1verc to such on c. tent 
cxa« rcrntions as to amount to nl.>solute f.ilisehoo1l , [ am free to 
adn~t, thut lcll uway hy th clamour excit d against you on account 
of the discharge oft he duties of your office. as foe tor for the Mar­
chloncs or Stafford, in introdu ing 11 new . ystem of manngemcnt 
on th uth rlnnd e tote, I ga,·e a d gree f er •tlit to tl10 ·c mis­
statements of which I am now thorouuh]y a ham cl, am] which I 
most sini;crcly und c1.ecply regret, Fr m the aspersions thrown on 
your character, I tru ·t yuu n cl not doubt that yuu are nlrcad · 
fully acquitted in tbu e:rr~ of the world. That yo~ _wo~ltl l~e en­
titl •d to exempluy dama•Y<:S from me, for ruy parttc1pat1011 m the 
injury done you, I nm most ~ nsiblc ; aud I t1ha1l therefore not 
only acknowledge it ns o most imp rtant obligation confcrrcu on 
me and on my innocent Ii mily, if you will have th goodness to 
drop your la" -suit agai, ·t me. out I hall nh,o pay the xpc11~es 
of thut suit, and pince at your d1 ·po!-ul, towardi. the rcunbur em 111 
of the pr \'iou · exp 'nses which t.hi. fnQ t unfortunat bu~ine ·s ha,: 
uccn ionccl to you, nny .n!n ) ou ma;Y :xa t, when muclc ~cquaiul tl 
with the ~talc of my affairs -trustmg to your gcnerns1ty to hnrn 
cou~i<lerntion to tht' hca,,; e:-.; ptn e my def enc h, co:;t me uncl 
thttt mv conni;xion \\ ith tl1c unfortunate affair ha induc cl rue tu 
re ·i,•n ·,he office of hcrif-,mb ·titut of 'u crland. l beg farther 
to udd, l hat in ca~c nt') our compliance with my wi~h here xpr11,;,;­
ccl, you nrc to be HI liberty to mak any u ·c you plcn~c of this I t­
le_r, exct•pt publis!1in~ i ~ i,i ~he . r C\\ pap r wh,i_ch I doubt not you 
v.il! sec the propncty of obJe ·tmg to, I nm, 81r, 

Your most obcdi nl Scnant, 
Hou1. J1T l\I•K • •. 

A.J,h,·, , I 10 I', •rick ~lnr, J:; 'J· l 
of' 1/'nifi,1,1, l'u/mcily. } 

From )Jr Si,:1,r.,\R to Jo 1-.11 11 Gonoos, E·q. ef Corrol, W. 5. 
A •c11tfar :\Ir :'II<K 

Culmnily 22d Bcpl. 1817. 
DE.\ Srn,-1 h. ve in tnntly received through our hand· l\fr 

:\fnck · ·s letter to me of this clntc, tm<l hnrn h ard from you an ex­
plunation of the state of his affair. ,,·hicb (as he i.· no longer pos­
~e scd of till' pow r ill •g:illy to deprive a llriti5h ubject of hi 

t s tbi m~n ha\ :in" inno~nt.fnni/y," 1 do not (~;•l m) df ralle<l upon to 
lllllll hi 1inml'.-TI1c re ord~. re n·fcrrcd 10. 
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libcrt , or oth rwi e Lo opprc . him under the form of law) in­
duce me, from compa ion to '.\Ir Mack• 's family to drop my uit 
again t him, on hi paying the whole expense of the said uit, 
untl plncin nt my di. po al Two hwltlred Pound · terling; and hav­
in ju:t now received your obligation a· ecurity for )Ir '.\lack 's 
p rformunce of this, I ch crfully give this authority for dismissing 
the procc ding .. 

From the mod •ration with which I have a led towards your cli­
ent in thii; affair you will believe I am 1:,ure, that I have no wish to 
distr : · ~J rs :\lack und her fomily, und her connexions by any 
publication on the i;ubject in the. ew papers. At ~me time I have 
explained to you, that , uch publication may happen in the course 
of the Lriul of the other participators in tl\is affair without my being 
ahl to pre,·ent it. I am, 8ir, 

Your mo t obedient humble Senant, 

PATRICK SELL R, 
Addrc ,rd to Jo rph Gorclon, Esq. 'I_ 

of Curro/, W. S 

Prom Jo J::Pll GonnoN, E q. ef Carrol, IV. S. to 'Mr S:cLLAR. 

C11l111aily, 22d Sept. 18li. 
Di:An ' rn,-Huving ju t now received from you a letter autho­

rizing the dismis al of your suit, pre ently dependin~ before the 
Court of 'ession, against i\Ir llobert .\luck• sometime heriff­
substitute ol' 8uthcrlund, now residing in Thurso upon his paying­
the exp mmi-. incurred by you in aid proces , and placing at your 
di posul the sum of Two hundred Pounds, I oblige ruyselt; as surety 
for him, that he shall fulfil these terru on or before the twelfth day 
of Novc111bcr ll('Xt; it being under tood, that in case ?\Ir :\lack 
may not have in his pow r to raise funds for payment of the i;ui<l 
sum of Two hundred l'ounds ·stcrlii1g, you will take the acceptance 
of a respectable gcutlemun at three months as cash . l am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Sen-ant, 

Jo EPl-l GORDON, 
Addn-.,,cd 10 Plltrick Sdlnr, E"'I· l 

of W<>lfa!ld, Culn,ad!J, ) 

Extracted from the Register of Deeds and Probative Writs of the 
Shire of Sutherland, upon this and the four preceding pages 
by (Signed) WrLr,IA)l TAYLOrt, 

Sh.-Clerk, and r c1•pcr of tho s.iiJ lkgi•1cr, 


