
George Dempster, 1 732-1818, of Skibo & Dumichen 

The a4oining colour phorogrsph w-ar presented to the Soriety by DomId 
Edward h e r .  Ii is f i m  s portraid: of George Dsmps fer which hangs in 
rk Town Hdlat Fo@~P.. 

"A true bl* Scot': Such w a  Robert &xas wdfcf on Gcwge Dempster. 
F o b  wing a carmr trs Mu P. for ik Pertk &gbJ where k. gained respect 
for h& in&penW jt&emmf &mi &HO&& k 5 m e ~ h  c m p r r i ~ * ~ g f o r  
the estcrbd&hent o/f&h&parsu BRdf&h&s* he &&dtew fmm 
P a r C i m ~  la &vote hhwr do the hpr~vamnt of hh &datesb Lwzeod of 
clear& fhe fond te d w a y f i  5kep W p &  every asewqemnt to 
his ternis  to improve their hs  , In a WP u his grmfiefid Sir 
Adam Ferguson a$ Eihrnsr, wrftr~nftonr Sibo fn 1787 he wrileg: 

"My project & to give tk& mate wkgf. $ d B c o ~ ~ ~ i w .  J f z  gU the 
present temwt~sfo~ thrB livcJ st i& pr-8 rslpt k ihet ~ U S C &  

d cultivnred grad. At their IgSru bke rqfmal $0 Ebe pzersopz 
they mm for their s w m r  at tr )PA$ 10 b e m d  by two w&itrato~s - I 
give ~ U W  t~ any body ro on oke ,W#D grcoflnd, pap& I skirfing u 
yew for their lived - i &W dpersoml ~rvicrn.....'! 

His whole scheme is &ti# o@ in ~k &joMng 'Comtiiutions of Creich : 

A h  &joining $ mr article from Z%e Scatchh Field wMch &ah 
pa~ticuEarly wi& Dempster 3 #&twIvemertf in mtublhhkg the mill at 
Spr'nning&k. Denepsier's kter year8 were tinged wiik sndness. Ehaugh 
happily married, the Lkmpsfers had w chihiken a d  centred their hopes 
for the fi twe on a nepkw who &d ftr his teem. Dempster's love for 
Skibo is evident in the letter he wrote in 1810, on the &a& of his wife. 
Writing to her b ~ o t h r  Sam Heming he says - "%y break up howe- 
keeping at Skibo Castle - Sam, ii would mortify any body to leave bonny 
Skibo at this season (July) in its fuIIesr glory but how much more on so 
melancholy an occmion'! 



The Constitutions of Criech 

'1 Every settlers will have given him a stone of iron, for making 
hammers, or other instruments- 

2 Also med, whether potcrtues or corn, for what gmund shall be 
cultivated in the first two years. 

3 me new settlers will be free from all services whatsoever, and fmm 
thirlage to the mill. 

4 T k y  will only have $0 pay one shilling a-year of rent, during the Ige of 
the fm settkr. 

5 Their heirs or children, will, have a'preferable right to their 
possessions, of cultivated and enelared, ut such a rent as s M  beflxed 
at the t i m ~  of their succeeding to $h& possession, by arbitrators 
mutually chomn. 

6 No addition will be made to h i s  rent, during dhe life of the said heir ar 
children. 

7 me same rule or prefeme,  will be obsetved h favour of all future 
heirs of the set rkr; so thdt p ossessi~lt may b e h g  for ever ro the 
family of the man who mude the first settlemeni: provided always, that 
the heirs or childken of the Jrst settler, shall build stone housa upon 
the possession; ancX that the houses in time coming, be roo fed w r'ih 
straw, slate, or heather, and not with divots. 

8 me new setlbrs will have a right to take peat from the neuresi mosses 
upon the estate for their own me.' 


