166 THE HIGHLAND CLEARANCES

said Macleod, ‘he made an express condition that the present
occupiers, amounting to eight families, should be removed, and
accordingly they were driven out in a body.’

The Preshytery of Tongue told the Duchess-Countess that the
people of their parish had survived the hard times as a result of
her bounty, “When other districts were left to the precariow
supplies of a distant benevolence, your Grace took on yoursdf
the charge of supporting your people. By a constant supply o
meal you not only saved them from famine but enabled them ty
live in comfort.” They hoped that the Almighty would bless her
and long spare her for her people.

But &glstgm eighteen mop;oths she had gone to “that inheritanﬁf
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away
(Which is how the Presbytery described her inevitable death)
She died at her house in Hamilton Place, London. Mr Loch mads

all the necessary arrangements, of course. Her coffin was taken |

to the steamer City of Aberdeen at Blackwall in a great hears,
which was draped with black Genoa velvet and emblazoned with
the arms of Sutherland and Strathnaver. A mounted man, a
tended by two pages, carried her coronet on a crimson cushion.
He was followed by a long carriage procession of dukes, mar
quesses, earls and barons. When the steamer arrived at Aber
deen, the coffin was carried by road to Dunrobin Castle where
the Duchess-Countess lay in state for three days. 2

She was buried beside her husband on a bitterly cold day, ﬂﬂ

once more the people of the parishes were gathered by ther §4,,
ministers. There was undoubtedly genuine sorrow among the® § 5g,
a sense of loss at the passing of the Ban mhorair Chataibh rathet §

than the anglicized wife of an l'mglifsh lord. Her ts;;m the Dotz
in one of those spontaneous acts of generosity that con

oddly with his more frequent indifference to what his ages®
were doing, remitted all arrears of rent among the smail tena®

try. Donald Macleod said that the factors added their own quak } ¢,

fication to this ~ all future defaulters would be instast}
removed. Macleod also gave the old woman his own valediction:
“That she had many great and good qualities, none will attemp
to deny. ... Her severity was felt, perhaps, far beyond her 0%
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intentions, while her benevolence was intercepted by the in-

struments she employed.’

The death of this last link with the last true Earl of Sutherlad
may have released some of the people from any strong sense of
byalty to the authority of Dunrobin Castle. Or it may be that
in most of them, those below the age of forty, this feeling had no
meaning now, for throughout the whole of their lives they had
tnown nothing of that authority but writs of eviction, burnings,
famine and emigration. As early as 1816, only the Military
Register found it significant that soldiers finishing their term of
wrvice with the Sutherland Highlanders were refusing to re-
talist in that regiment, saying that they had been betrayed by
the removals in Strathnaver, and asking to be re-mustered in the
regiments of Ross or Argyll. And the people were no longer
afraid of their ministers, seeing them now as creatures of the
budlords. The Church was moving toward its great Disruption,

and the threat of hellfire from a churchman had little effect

vhen men saw that while their land was taken from them his
tlebe was increased. Certainly, in the few years following the
death of the Duchess-Countess, there were bitter acts of violence
and resistance such as Sutherland had never before known, The
greatest of these occurred at Durness in September 1841.

A Low Country man called James Anderson was the pring-
1l leascholder of Keneabin and other farms in the area, which he
sublet to a number of small tenants who had tiny crofts of land
whose principal source of living was herring and deep-sea
ing. According to Donald Macleod, Anderson had originally
ome to the district as a fish-curer, renting the sea to his sub-
knants as if it were land, ‘furnishing boats and implements at
 exorbitant price while he took their fish at his own price, and
%us got them drowned in debt and consequent bondage’. In
%41 he decided to turn his attention to sheep for the more pro-

ble exploitation of his leases. “With which view,' said the
verness Courier ‘it became necessary for him to remove several
the Keneabin people who, besides, had fallen into arrears of
it rents.” The reaction of the people was violent.

When 2 Sherifi-Officer called Campbell came with the writs

of
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