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A Highland Cotton Mill 1792-1806 

Towards the end of lhe eighteenth an- 
urry tk bmming new cotton mills of 
h w k s b  and of S m k y  in Perth- 
ahire attracted many poo; Highland 
p p l e  southwards. Others, desperate 
for a ktttr life, set wt on the haziu- 
dous purney across the Adantic. 
Writing in the Old Slatidcal Account, 
the ministers oftbe Suthertand pmhes 
of (jolspie, Farr, and Tongue reasollbd 
dm prosperity m l d  cwne to their p 
plt on rheir native sofi if only manufac- 
turing cwld be introdud. In the 
&y parish of Creich an* nun 
was of a similar m i d ,  a man p s s e d  
of grwt optimism, a d  with st remark- 
able affect& for the paople of his 
d y  &ped county of Suthtrland. 
Unlike rha ministen this man had suf- 
f i c h  power, money und tcnacity of 
pu- to do somslhing atrwt it. 

Having bought in 1786 the estate of 
Skibo. later to h o m e  the Scottish 
home-of Andrew Carnegie, George 
Demps&cr immediately set out to give 
what he called a "constitutiom" to the 
WC on his I d .  While his mighty 
nei- on tb vast Suthedad warts 
w a s ~ t h e h ~ p o l i c y  which 
k a m e  known as the "Clcamces," 
h n p m r  set wt to give long lerusts to 
his munrs, assuring people for their 
lifctim of their houses gardens and 
~klatd.Hewasquickmrealkthat 
dapite his "constitution" his teaants 
~ ~ o t i a w d  to rely ujlon a subsistwce 
econwny, and he lmked around for 
mtans u, improve their la. The obvious 
m w e r  wan 8 mtton ~ ~ f a c z w y ,  the 
main ingrdknts for which, in di i ion 
to capital, were a bead of water, cheap 
l a b  and case of access by water 
tmqmd. Tim@ his roswintcd spec- 
& D e m p  saw in his cslate on Lhe 
Donroch Finh the ideat site for such 
a v t ~ ~ r t .  

Thus it is hat today wrists arriving 
in the picturesque hamlet of Spinn- 
ing* are delighted to find what 
of tbem take to be a mimd casde, but 
hey are wrong. What hey = is the 
sbU of the OM m b n  spinning mill, 
b m g  wirntss to the hopes and the 
dqqmhtmmts of t k e  far away 
years. With a beauty rare to iodusrrial 
~ w u m s ,  it mmds amomg green 
~ w s w t h e s a Y h o i t . I t s d r r m n -  
ing~andtb lo l tyd igni ty  oftbe 

fhe ruins of the Spinnimale Mirl on Ihe 
Pomoch Firth. 

old building suggest nothing of the 
ugliness and the qualor associated with 
h e  I n d m l  Revoluh. Its basic 
shape is a rectangle of 73 fect in length 
and 37 feet in width, and in one or two 
places the walb still stand four storeys 
high. At the south-ast comer a large, 
three sided bay juts out from the rest 
of the structure. Here was the formal 
entrance to the mill, adorned by three 
g r a c e f u l ~ ~ e r r h c o n t a i r r e d  
within two smaller windows. These 
thrw light on Lhe spjral suir;casc, and 
surmounting h e  topmost window was 
a large circular clock, h a  wmt- 
face of which is still a feature of the 
ruin. 

*t of the people who planned and 
built and l a b m i  in this long silent and 
lonely place? George Dempster we 
have already mct. One of his fvst step 
was to get George Mackintosh, the 
Glasgow manufmurer, to visit Skibo. 
7his bedid in 1791. a d  theFe "theplan 
was mxerkd." M~ckinmd~ m u  have 
persuaded the famous David Dak to 
participate in the venture, for although 
the lattw never visited Skibo, he and 
Mackintosh becrune the leading and 
m s t  faithful partners. Dab, Mackin- 
tosh and Dempster were figurn of w- 
tional imponance, and among b s c  
who joined them were other men of 
note. MHK Dunmore sprang from a 

family nmsi d v t  in Ctlagsw-Vi 
t r a d e a n d " t s ~ * v w y & o f  

old - lords." Jamg and 
W h ~ ~ ~ -  
J d ~ ~ o f G ~ ~ c B t ~ r m #  
of txtcasive W w  lndian p o a s s a s ~  

&?--&?BSQP!Zz~ 
Bogk, a Virghhnwmhwtandam 
ner in rbe G b g w  Tanwmk aod tb 
Eastem §ugadww. Roben M W  
was a Wast Indis merchatrt. 

m a l o n g  w * ~ ~ ~  
=5,-=eralww- 
d SulborlW, a tmal uf 
f 3 0 0 0 , d ~ ~ B s l w r : ~ p m  
hwhdtocohstruetaoo#on 
hg miU at Sphmqdah, neru 
the cmwy of Sutheriaad. 

~ w r r ~ h ~ a ~  
t o I o o l t n a o r t ~ I y s t ~ ~ ,  
Bainoe and sp-. is 
~ f m m t h e ~ d ' l m i h n w h "  
~ n e w ~ , a o d i B ~ W  
n s m e ~ k l i e t l e d r w k b f ~  
envixagedalownintiwdsenseof 
tbword,aadwirb-- 
considered it atm a r d ! y ,  Mhg 
in 1792, '"Wehve l Q I b o d o u l a ~  
tows that will &m Iks cam of 
Sutberld and prbh i& f iek Thc 
~ i s ~ 1 y f i n w , ~ m r w  
nothing but bousso and i n h s b h "  
T b e ~ S p i w w l d ~  



m otm its origh to the spinning mill, 
ht  his was nat su. Cenmries before 
the mill WI built the village was 
vubur m r d d  an m o o d a l l ,  

m 11, Spinzitdab and Spinn- r %  
hgdd5. Even the e m l m  writet 
m ~ w a s h d w h k a ¶ b y t h  
mmwbsnhePBBgddhtw~yin 1819, 
writing: "We p a  Spinning 
Date, w MI& with double tefbrancc 
aothb*andtohMfbyDavidm 
of New Lanark. . ,He thought thnt r 
~ d t b w d o f t h c c o u n t l y  
might be d l i d w d  hete, . .but a&; 
sbrlcimg a h t  DQ,W ht found the 
Y d i m  cl- cauld a- to 
-11 him." So many ill-foundsd 

" in so few lines wrim 
Z E g L t i w r  dlk mill's heyw 
cm vwy swiolrl doubt3 on sumhey's 
mlhbility as au invastiptor lusd 

=m&. ,, 1% im, 
t b c f d ~ l t e m a p m d i n t h c  
CWgow Akrtissr and Ewning In- 
tellig- of' June 18-22 1792: "This 
daythefoufidstioastotwofacotm 
mmdWq was laid at Spinnhgdalc 
in the m n t y  of Suthrbd, by John 
~ E a q . T k i s b u P i n c s s i s ~  
b y O s o r g t ~ & B q . O f S l r i b o , ~  
anmbcrofptrhkgcnttsmanin  
Ohogow and the ndghbmrhaod with 
the h h & l s  Intation of pnventh f mm- by ~ P ~ o Y ~ ~ ~  P M  0 
h i s  long -mad country at home. It 
blsopsdthruthemampltoftbt 
phi lPnrrwpic~wiUbefo l lawad 
by othsn cstablishiog wmllsn d 
o h r  m a a a ~ m  in dre neighbour- 
hoad,"Allhildislraarrstohbeen 
cmnpIded by h e  end of 1784, whm 
m&ndQmge-*"Ola 
QIasgow friends haw also e d o d  its 
banks{&DornochRrth)withrpke 
atton mill, mrnrd which a little town 
is eing t o M y  fast, for there am 
alrdytenhwesinit."fncludingthe 
large water wheel, wakr wiq& (mill 
-1 a d  ark (-1 housing), the h u t  
storey mill, a slafett stove and washing 
b o w ,  two slated weaving h m s ,  a 
M h r w l m l r e r s , a d h y , a t i m b e r  
bridge wcr tht burn ( d l ;  and the 
wpai-r of aa old haw for the manager 
d sewants, dle w consmtction 
costs eame to =,112.4.8!4. 
In a i d o n  to tbc buildings, d i n -  

Y b  V-R tvnm WI urn r y w r r l n v -  mnl. , 
t)#dwtabarsths~wkrdowbths 
clock whkh dldn't s b w  fhe tlme ol day 
but ths hwm the mll maeMnery ran 
dudng w mn &Y. 

a y h e d l o b b o u @ n n d W k d . ~  
~ ~ l w m ~ , a r r :  
pwfting engine, one bi lk wink, one 
drawing Frame, am roving fmm. mi 
co~nmon jennies of % spindles. two 
stabbin Jennies, thm l m u k  Pot 
fins tw f st and ont d x h g  fmm, 
Ths befm my work had be#l dons, 
cxpdiam was considnabty in  ace^ 
of subscribed capital, and it mired 
an advance of E728.1.7 from thc 8ank 
o f & d d  in Tain to nrake d a  m. 
Thus More it mlly startd tho Balm 
Company was in debt, a state in which 
it mtinucd throughout Ihe ycats of i 

exlstance. 
bat .JohnIlsrmseyhadbeenm 

tnanager by the spring of 1792. Mac- 
kintosh thought mmt Ilighly of him: 
"Ramsay h a young men on w b m  
principles of honrwr, imgrity, attm- 
tion a d  mbriety we m y  all piace 
unlimited db. . .he is an.cx- 
cellent maon spinner. . .he hPSa very 
~%8fulmeckaaIcalgalius.. .heisgwd 
at muhmring and keeping lmh 
m d  mounts." hloag with b m y  . 
from the GWv a m  camt ahen of 
number unknown to in- in the 
c r a f f s o f ~ d ~ i r r g . T w e n t y  

*w-i---w* 
but as the mwelty wore off and yimg 
m t n b c c a m a w a r e o f t h e ~  
ud mammy of hatmy HPs, ehay 
b e g s n t O ~ h o w t h d r p f C f ~ ~ h ~  
cxchm~t and the glamwr of tbe w- 
mcm. Indeed prabiem of ti~bour Imd 
capital quickly bcgsn tu dtmm t&e 
entefprise. m Glaflgorv pr4wa, 
debating in 1795 rm the advisability of 
~ o n , b ~ t h e l a ! a l p o p k ~  
k b g  unappraciatlw of the him 
"startad by bemvolcnt end ftkmtly 
mativas, but which the camby papk 
t h m g h ~ d w a n t o f e x -  
p h c e d o n a t s e t m ~ y t o ~  
coumgebycMning~lyfwward 
to lean the weaving and spinnmg 
tmdos, Bnd (hereby sarn money by 
labwr and W r y . "  ?he mluctance 
of the Spinningdale paople to imprisDn 
~ i n a m i l l s Q l a r l d b w s &  
I l ~ s u ~ A ~ l a r t t h ~ r  - 
fdinga -. "Why s h l d  an d~ 
m b t d o o m s d ~ f i n ~ a m o o g ~  
mtton t h d s ,  m the tllidat of noisy, 
evil andling mwhinsy, wbat he  par- 
~ m l t k m u i r h e n a r e a r t h t ~ ,  
t h e m t t d d m o n ~ b r W m d  
river, a n d B e ~ ~ w e ~  
ing like Men $dd." To people ae 
~ r o m g a n i d m e a s s n e l a s d c  
c a m d i t y  the e l k  on Iht mil1 nmt 
have meant mmtural adjnsmwm! 

Dsspics the# d l ~ ~ ,  $Is - 
prkstruggledrn.~ 1795thsjaraias 
w m  at w w k  spinning yam, and dmxt 
thiq h m  nvned cut "pllhtcs" in 
t h e s h a p e o f ~ ~ . " b b ?  
i a g t h e l u t i c k a t p l e s e n t ~ ~  
odvissble to makcl md moat dctahtd 
foranewnrermm." R@wmon- 
thly wrppliw of t k m  mfwum 
W e f e ~ v i r t h t ~ o f ~ a r d  
Orrrngmmth. Maximum wage for 
l r b w r w s w ~ r a 8 p e n a p # d a y i n ~  
m a d d v p e r d g . i n w h m , -  
p f i ~ ~ o f r a w ~ w t e b r r m g h t h b y  
= ,dprasunrab lyM- t r tna  

from amgm w u l h .  It 
W W l d b e n i c e t o I h i n l r t b M ~  
a tall drip d i m  fmm Ihe C m l b  
d r o p p a d a n c h o r h h ~ p i r t h  
w i t h a a q g o o f c o t o o n f w n  
b u t o f t h i s ~ i s n o w i ~ .  Cw- 
tainly, -however iWved  fhm, chc 
wttmsplaandrrvav;WrmS'pimringdahk 
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ongiaated in the very youtlg Unitsd 
Stam d America. 
The Inill continuod~to low money, 

P a d i n 1 & u 3 ~ ~ D a l e a p -  
p l e d  to the governm~nt for bdp ro 
conthua tbc work. This thy did 
Ibrwgh T b m i  Tdford. for a 
sum squsl to haif the wtlay ami h e  
1- sustained. T h i s  waa not an 
umsombh request to a govemmsnt 
aaxious lo fipd mesas of prevent* 
cmigrab from the Highlaads. In his 
le#er to Telford, Msclrintosh madt a 
~ w h i c b h n s p m v d m w t ~ r -  
a&: "lf thig attempt were abaadoned, 
i t w o u l d p t a f r n a l w p t o a l l s u c h  
uadtrtrrhagsbthem-fwa 
l e a g t h a f t i m e t o c o m t , ~ k c e n -  
lurk." The repIy mkuuicd tk death 
katll fop s p i d n g a :  ' "Ibe govern 
meat cannot iatcdtie, and tbe monsy 
d ~ o b e S c o t c b i l n p m v ~ i s  
to be applied for s p i k  ptqma of 
a gawai name. " Such gobblsdy-gook 
lPaguage rivals tht d more recent 

' of civil ~t~vant8l  T3Er*lr prevailed upo. tlq 
~ ~ l o s e i t t h c m i l l .  
Gcor@ was h v y  with 
ckpphtnmt. To MacLietosb ho 
w m :  '*Ah! Boanic SpiMiUg*. 
-1 Par  Suthetland," No record of 
~ ~ O r o f W ~ p r i d f w  
tbemillblrsaantloligh.~imey 
mrbaveboeaddotdl.Localttadi- 
tionad whatliteraryevid#lcethmis 
~ t h a t i t w a s s o M v e r y c h p I y ,  
a n d ~ t b e ~ n m y h a w b # n  
m o m r a t o r e s r w l i n ~ ~ i n  

. I n a n y a ~ x i n 1 8 0 6 a  
=tl.IourYoymu, 
o a d a l l w a s a t r m d ,  

Tdaytb iabca ioro f~mi l l shd  
is pikd with fallea masonry, from 
~ h i e h ~ r b t p n r t o f o o e ~ I r o a  
w h # l a b o u t f w r f a # i n ~ d  
p u e d  onhcircum-. Natbing 
e k d k f m w # ~ m s l y b e w m ,  
~ ~ t b e r u b b l e b i d #  
&wr bits of machinery, Withi liviug 
m w a o r y k d ~ h a v s f o u n d a d  
b r o l c e a d P ~ O f m c t P l l o ~ a 9  
anvils. Naighbourhood uadition has it 
~ t b t d b s d a a y s t ~ m o f c e n t r e l  
~ , r V p d t h i ! % k r m e a r b ~  
by r h e r  which George Dompsier 
wmcatSL6boin 1794: " I t u r n t b h f  
to WyouofaaviaucxpetimntIam 
eyingat-(%botherhomtin 
Amgw). .to h tba !&mil, diaing 
~ h w h g ~ , a d ~ l x d  

chambtrs, by means of an oven that 
baks the air and diffucs it in tubts 
thro'dlthehaus.Ourcotronmillhm 
i s ~ i a t b a t w a y .  Ooeovenbnkes 
more air than is sufficient in half an 
hour to make a storey of the mill too 
hot for human Witaim. The mtri- 
vanct is pcrfdy  simple and the ex- 
pense norhing. I venrure to foretell that 
in tk h o u w  of tk next generation 
t b e r c w d J b b u t t w o h . .  .meinthe 
kitchen and one in the air oven. The 
following generation my well be 
satisfled with one, a d  our fried 
Harry Parullo and John Coehrana 
wouki have a, 'Awl by God 
tbird geaeratioo will have m fim at 
al l . .  .butfamarationmrlprojectord 
don't go quite so far'." 

Some other inmesting l a d  hlicfs 
aad d o t e s  about the Spiitningddt 
mill have come to Light. It is said t h  
a "gravity fed'' system was used. &e 
r a w c o t t o n ~ ~ t o t b e t o p f h r ,  
a d r t r t a ~ ~ d o w n w a r d s  
through the four storeys. The clwk is 
saidmhavebeen~mkcdmtbemill 
~ a n d w o r k e d d y w h e n r t s e  
wbctls were mmhg. Thus it *wed 
aoctbtimtofdaybutthenumbof 
bourn w i k h  had k - w o r k d .  

Some wIc claim lo have seen 
amid "mill money," found when 
ploughihe$refielb~meslill.Ooe 
O f ~ ~ i a V i g u i n g ~ ~ f f ~ o r e  
is a p m ,  d y  two v t h w  of which are 
M y  mmmkcd: 

"1 will not pmise George Stephenson 
Nor will I Warr nor Brown, 
For ail their steam inwntbns 
Have spoiled our W i e  town. 
Our Mwching greens erteading 
Frwn rhe new bridge to the d, 
A d  upwards through (Lklgmpk?) 

SIreet 
To Morgm In Kyleeag* 

How did tbe stam engine qmil the 
"bonnie town"? Tbe 1iWy mw is 
that new source of power bianishd 
mysl~hopeth3$rbedmightbe 
~ t * o r d i d t h a ~ t c r ~ m ~ M l l l y  
corn t o S p i i c W  and cause the flm 
wbIcbbroughtalltoancnd?Whattvtr 
w h b m i n d d I h e u n l w m a ~ ,  
bs Lnew something of the disappoint- 
m e a t t h a t c a m e t o G a o r g e ~  
a d  w e  bmpsm, who bad $re 
w d f m  of the H i g h l d  pwpk in theit 
~ . A f w y c a r s a f t e r t b t d w e n r  
upia~,Dtmpsoerhimsafnmr#l  

pwt, a d  in verse M i v d  a vtilod 
brosdsideattheSutherlaod~aad 
its i m m s d y  wealthy owmr, th Mar- 
quisofStPPEMd.(latertob#xwne~ 
fvsl DuLb d M t a a d )  wbo a d d  
have m a d  the whole v w w e  with a 
m i n u t e f t a d i o P l 0 f b ~ a a r l ~ .  

"I A0 erst s#&j the Htghh&m 
m -, 

l l r r d t 4 u g h t h w ~ * m b o d l d  
and p h ,  

A#ack'd the f e a  dnlgon in his 
dm, 

A l d ~ f h L T ~ r l a ~ m a d c ~  
Highland man; 

~ ' d b y ~ ~ s a a s , a r s s ~ ,  
I 

h y s ,  
r n a C 1 r h s s p ~ q f r r ~ l i d e  

blaze; 
Q f - - ~ W ~  

trJd, 
TM, dsb msoH ofjkabwl, ans 

u d  trade; 
Phnn.'du aMal ~ ' r k  llvrrrya c d y  
k k ,  

Swpwiag Jbr the of 
hiwe&& 
lb* dd still auiw in rlrc tlrtlr&hd 

-c, 
t d m v m y p a r a a g i w i r ~ h u ;  
n w h I r * k d d r r H ~ a t e  + --- --. _ -  

& - ' d B y W 4  
F m 3 * e p ;  
Bw rage* rn cx?irsg& t w o  
. rlrorrglsl 

FbrmhbmwlylbadwktblaP 
fiiight. " 

Pennsvlvania 
~cottish Fair 
T h e P i r s t ~ W a t c b o f P e n n  
ayfvania will apmw tte i@-anuua 
~ ~ ~ ~ F ~ i I  
~ v i i k o a S e p t e m b t r 1 7 . T h e f a i .  
will f ~ m i s s a d b d s n o l o p p i R g  
fiddliag dcmmhhas, Wgkd'arr 
ownuydamiagaodaspscial@ 
lnaow by h e  Tamhill Weaws. 

Por more 4nformerion MAW 
Itkhml 3. Chihb, 6476 Lawnto 
W;PhbM@a, PA 19128. 


