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ROTHSAY AND CAITHNESS FENCIELES.

{Drawn vp by Colonel Sir Joln Sinclair, in regard to the Memory of Uis Firlt Batalion of Fencibles ;
aud particulasly addrefied to the Officers, Non-commiffioned Officers, and Private {oldiers of that
Baualion, that thay may remember they have belonged to fo 1efpeciable a Corps.]

e
i1tk a Reprefentation of the Unifzrin.
X ’

THIS Regiment was raifed in confequence of Letters of Service, granteil to Colonel
Sir John Sinclair, dated on the jth March, 1794, and it claims the meric of being
the firft regiment of Britith Fencibles; the fencible corps previoully emboriied, having
limited to the fervice of the Northern part of the Kingdom.

Both the officers and men being principally natives of the county of C.ithnefs, the
corps would have been known under the name of « The Caithnefs Fencibles,” had not
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales been gracioully pleafed to give perriiffion, that
they fhould be called the Roth/ay, as well as Caitbnefs Fencibles, as a proof tha: His Royal
Highnefs, as Duke of Rothfay (which is his principal Scotch title), hzd take1 the corps
under his fpecial protection,

The corps was infpected at Invernefs, in QO&nber, 1794, by Licutenant.general Sir
Heétor Munro, and pafied with confiderable cclat, It was particularly diftir guithed for
the gigantic fize of the officers, about twenty of whom were, on an average, atout fix feet
in height, The Highlanders in the town and neighbourhood of Invernefs, were thence
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led to give them the rame of the ¢ Thisr-pan more,” or € The great Chiefs."  Afer the
infpedtion, the corps marched to Dundee, whers it remained during the wirter; and, in
the courfe of the enfuing {pring, Sir Jehn Sinclair raifed a {teend bitwlion fir the [rvice
of Ireland, which was infpected ar Forfar, by Mujor-gencrai 1lamilton, aw! thence was
immediately ordered to the North of Ireland, where it remsined about two years. When
at Armagh, the Magiftratss of the Couaty unanimoufly voted cheir thanits o the corps
in 2 manner as creditable, and in esprefions as factering, as any corps eve® received in
fimilar circumftances. Tlie fllowing are the terms in which that henourable reftimony to
this deferving body of men, vas drawn up;

At an Adjournment of a Scflion of the Peace of the County ¢f Armagh, hel:. at Armagh,
on Friday, thc 16th Day of December, 1796. '

Lorp Viscou~T Gosronrp, in the Chair.
Refolved unanimoufly,

"Thar the following Addres be prefented to Lieutenant-colonel Frasez, commanding
the Rorusay and Carraxiss FzxcieLes.

SIR, .

W, the Magiftrates of the County of Armagh, beg leave to telify cur Ligheflt appro-
bation of the conduét of the Rothfay and Caithnefs Regiment, uader yoir command,
during a period of fourtcen months, and under circumftances of peculia difSculry.—
Divided, from the unfortunate neceffity of the times, into various cantonmen s, and many
of them Rationed in a manner moft unfavourable to military difciplinc, they yer preferved
the fdelity of foldiers, and che manly rectirude of their narionzl cnaradier.

It is with equal pleafure and fatisfaction we declare, that the tranquilliy which this
county is now happily beginning to enioy, muft, in many refpects, be af:ribed to the
ready obedience, and proper deportment of the officers and mea under your command.

For reafoas thus honourable to them and.grateful to ourfelves, we return you our
miolt fincere thanks; and requalt you will communicate to the Officers, non-commiffioncd
Officers and Seldiers, this teltimony of our efteem and acknowledgement ¢f their exem.
plary condutt.

GOSFORD, Chairman,

On various other occafions, this refpeétable corps have received Gmilsr marks of the
cfteem and regard of the diftricts where they were quartered,
The
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The firfl battalion was encamped near Aberdecn, in the fummer of 173, under the
command of Lieutenant-general Sir Heftor Munro, and after having be2e1 quartered at
Fort George, Glalgow, Berwick, and Morpeth, during the.years 1796 :nd 1797, was
again encamped in the {ummer and zutumn of 1798, at Blyth camp, n2zr Newealtle, under
the command of Major-general Lord Vifcount Fielding, and during tie winter and
- {pring following, lay at Sunderland and South Shields.

Government having refolved to difband ull the Fencible Regimenss, who!: fervices were
limited to Great-Brizain, this battalion was of eourfe included in the numbiecr, and it was
maiched to Scotland accordingly, for the purpofe of being difbanded. T e firlt divifion
arrived at Edinburgh, on Wednefday the 1ft of May, 17993 and, on the 6th of that
month, the corps was difbanded at Bruntsfeld Links, near Edinburgh, by [\-hjor-geneml
Vylk.—The following were the orders iffied by thar refpectable officer, uzon that occa-
fion, which it may be proper to recard, as the form of ditbanding 2 corps, dopted at this
time, and which feems to be well calculated for condusting fuch a tranfafticn with proper
folemniry.

Ordcrs for the Difbandinznt of the Rothfay and Caitbnels Regiment of Fercibie Infantry.

¢« T'ur regiment to be drawn up in open column of companies, gren:diers in front,
every man, including drummers, pioneers, &c. to be with his company ; {:rjeants on the
sight, corporals, drummers, and men, alphabetically.

¢« The Oficers commanding companies to have two rolls of each comboany, with the
fignarure of each man oppofitc to his name, Upon the General ccming to the company,
he will deliver one to him, and with the other, begin calling over their names, and as they
anfwer to them, another ofacer will deliver their difchar-gc to cach.

¢« A f{late of the regiment, in the form of 2 monthly return, to be giver in, including
only the men on the ftrength of the regiment, when difbandsd.

¢« No man who has enlifted into the regulars, to be brought to the greund, but to bs
previoufly difcharged, and, oppofite to his name, in the roll of his company, pot down,—
Difcharged, being enlijted into Regiment of s

‘The Major-general addreffed each company feparately, in nearly che (51l¢ wing words :

« COMPANY,
¢¢ I have it in command from His Exccllency the Commander in Chief. to exprefs to
you his pelt thanks for your fervices in behalf of your King and Country and the very
favourable opinion which he entertains of your conduct and behavjour, ever fince you were
connected
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connedied with the Repiment. T have alfo o flate, that frem the now heppise
fituation of the country, and the arranpements which have of Jate been madc hy
Hlis Mazjefty’s Minifters, your fervices, in your prefent capacicy, will no longer be
required. T have had peculiar pleafure in obferving, with what erder 2nd reglarity you
have jult fettled your claims upon the corps ; and T take this opporiunity of dezlaring, in
prefence of your honoured Commander, and of all the Officers in th: reziment, thar i any
man among you has any furcher claim, or any complaint to make, he is ensitled to bring it
forvard, notwithftanding his difchargs, and that it will be confidered and decided upen
with cvery degree of attention and impartialiy. Having faced this, I have Enifhed what
my duty requircs on the prefent occalion ; and 1 take lcave of you, wilhing that you may 2ll
enjoy health, happinefs and profperity, in whatever [iations you may herezfier be placed.”

The General, and the officers and privates of the company, rcmained uncov:red during
this addrefs, and it was followed with three cheers.

It is a Gingular circumance, that though the route from Sunderland was 2 rapid cne,
(the march from Berwick to Edinburgh, which is 5§ miles, bring sccomplilh:d in three
days) and, thouzh it took place in very bad weather ; yet, when the regiment was cifbanded
there was not a {ick man in the whole battalion.

In confequence of a fupplementary letter of fervice, Sir John Sinclair obtained permiffion
to augment his ftcond battalion to a thoufand men, and, as above one half of the firt bartalion
entered into the fecond, it will probably be a corps ditinguilhed for its appearzrnce, difci-
pline, and good behaviour, and will, it is hoped, do credit to North Britain,
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Pristed by Eamilia Rider, Liele Britaiz.




