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BIRSTY VYIi8IT TO U.5.A.

Walter Hagen and me in Miami, in 1929, when he was “Open Champion ”
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PART V

. 1. The Best Player Ever ?

WHENEVER golfers gather and begin talk-
inig of one of the game’s most popular
topics, “Who is the best player ever?” it is cer-
tain that before many minutes have passed the
name of Joyce Wethered (now Lady Heathcoat-
Amory) will be mentioned.

Lady Heathcoat-Amory, in the days when she
was Joyce Wethered, was a great golfer, for she
hit the ball as far as the average scratch player,
and with feminine grace. She had the advantage
of playing in her early days with her brother,
also a wonderful golfer, and came to play at
a much higher standard than any other woman
has yet reached.

Lady Heathcoat-Amory hit the ball a long
way from the tee, could play a spoon or brassie
from the fairway as straight as most profes-
sionals could play a short iron shot, and her
chipping and putting were beautiful to watch.

Everybody has tried to form an exact com-
parison between this Queen of Golf and the men
champions, but, despite the fact that Lady
Heathcoat-Amory held Bobby Jones during one
practice round, when she played in a four-ball
match with him at St. Andrews, there is no
doubt in my mind that she would be the first to
admit, modestly and seriously, that she could
not be expected to play first~class male players
on level terms.

On certain courses where, perhaps, length
counts less than usual, Lady Heathcoat-Amory
could keep up with the best men players on level
terms, but from the back tees on the very big
courses the carries are too long.

I do not think a golf ball has ever been hit,
except perhaps by Harry Vardon, with such
a straight flight by any other person. This fea-
ture alone made Lady Heathcoat-Amory’s game
unique to watch. Curiously enough, both she

214

and the great Harry seemed to allow the shot to
drift slightly to the right when it could not be
described as dead straight.

In my opinion, the best feature of her game
was her pitch-and-run shots. The rest were
impressive, but it was these low-flying shots,
played with a mashic more often than not, which

intrigued me. They were played with such
a beautiful touch, and had been well calculated
beforehand. They were not just guess work.

There are certain shots a weak golfer cannot
play. Although Lady Heathcoat-Amory cannot
be described as a weak player, she is the first to
acknowledge that her brother, for example,
always had an advantage over her in recovery
shots, as she could not force the ball to the pin
as effectively as he could from bad places. Then
agmn,fstl;;‘was not required to play these shots

0

One day I had a letter from Lady Heathcoat—
Amory saying that she and her husband would
like to come to Ashridge, at the time my home
club, and talk golf with me.

I was very pleased and honoured to have them
visit me, and looked up the various golf books
written by her, or about her, so that I had her old
swing in mind. She had said in her letter that
she had not played much lately, and was not
hitting the ball as'she used to do in the old
days.

Lady Heathcoat-Amory had assisted so many
men partners to win the Worplesdon Mixed
Foursomes over a long period that she hoped to
bring her husband through, although he was not
quite up to the Worplesdon male standard, and
having left big golf for some time she was not in
her best form.

We all hit shots on the practice ground before
lunch, and I timidly suggested that her “perfect
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EVER?

Shaking hands with Joyce Wethered. Mme. Lacoste and Enid Wilson look on. This was at a match at Romford.
I played the three ladies level off the same tees and won. It proves nothing, but it was a pleasant game. October, 1938

golf swing” of the old days was much narrower
than usual. Lady Heathcoat-Amory widened her
swing a litde, and there followed a string of
perfect golf shots which might have been poured
out of a machine.

Then we began to hit shots with the left
hand only. Although Lady Heathcoat-Amory
had never before tried to strike the ball this way,
she quickly adapted herself to swing with one
hand. She hit the ball splendidly, which is always
a good sign, as the left hand plays a great part in
the swing.

After lunch I showed her some old photo-
graphs of herself, taken in her competitive days,
and we discussed and analysed them together.

We then played a round—a round I really
enjoyed, for Lady Heathcoat-Amory gave
a glorious display of hitting the golf ball, and
perfect shot followed perfect shot.

Lady Heathcoat-Amory could play medal
rounds and match-play golf; I believe every
good player can, although there are still certain
golfers who think a good medal player can be
a bad match player.

In my time, no golfer has stood out so far

_ahead of his or her contemporaries as Lady
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Heathcoat-Amory. I am pleased to add to the
world’s acclamation my appreciation of this
wonder golfer—a figure of modesty and concen-
tration, and an example to everybody.



THIS GAME OF GOLF

“Do me some shots left-handed,” I said to Joyce Wethered when she was practising one day at my club. Well, here
is the swing! (Outside the practice sheds at Ashridge, October, 1938.) Look at these photographs. Perfect left hand—
perfect club-head position at the top of the swing, and perfect follow-through—the shot was good, too, almost
90 yards with a No. 6

Left: Joyce Wethered at Ashridge
in 1938. This action-photo taken
with a slow lens, seems to show
the wide arc of the club-head on
the doun-swing, also that the head
in better focus is ‘‘dead” still,
Note left heel up, most common
in ladies’ golf
Right: Very few women golfers
have ever got into this hitting
position. What a lovely pivot!
Joyce Wethered driving
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