








NEW WAYS THROUGH THE GLENS

long and severe, and before the spring came, a great accumulation
of ice had built up above the bridge. *A large number of fir logs
whick had been rolled into the River Carron in readiness to be
floated by the first flood came down altogether fixed irregularly
in a mass of ice which was thus converted into a formidable
instrument of destruction. Those logs, which were in an uprght
position, struck the iron arch with such violence that the crash of
the umber was heard at considerable distance; but the Bndge
stood 1nirm without suffering either crack or flaw fram this viclent
collision. So favourable a result was the more satisfactory to us,
because another Iron Bridge on the model of this at Bonar had
already been commenced at Craigellachic on the River Spey.’?
Four vears later Bonar Bridge was tested from the seaward side.
A schooner, caught in a strong tide, was drifted under the bridge.
The schooner lost two masts, but the bridge stood firm.?

Wiile the Shrewsbury contractors were at work at Bonar
Bridge, plans were in the making for a new bridge over the Spey.
From above Grantown to Fochabers no bridge at that time
spanned the river, and the ferries were often unusable for weeks
on end. An carlier plan for a bridge at the ferry of Boat of Bridge
eight miles from Fochabers had been turned down by the Com-
missioners on the ground that this was too near Fochabers to
serve a useful purpose. In place of this the local landowners now
proposcd a site at Craigellachie. Telford had reported favourably
on the plan, estimating the cost at £8,000 and the Commissioners
had gi-en their approval, subject to the usual contribution by
local landowners of half the cost. In the autumn of 1812 a printed
broadshcet was lodged with Coutts and Co. and Sir William
Forbes and Co., the London and Edinburgh Bankers, with Messrs
Mackenzic and Innes, the Edinburgh Writers to the Signet, with
the Editor of the Inverness Jourral and with many others interested,
appealing for subscriptions. ‘The building of the bridge’, wrote
its advocates, ‘must be an object of considerable and lively
interest to travellers whether for business or pleasure, to the
Merchi.nt, the Manufacturer and especially to all dealers in Cattle
and Sheep. To the philanthropic and benevolent,” added the
promoters, never prone to understate their case, ‘to all interested
in the cause of humanity it affords a favourable and noble
opportunity of snatching from a watery and untimely grave
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hundreds of their fellow creatures, for the number of lives which
arc annually sacrificed in the passage of this rapid and impctuous
river exceed all belief’?! The eloquence of the promoters served
its purpose. The half share of Tclord's estimate was raised, and
only Hope’s prudent advice dissuaded the local landowners from
the indiscretion of underiaking the work themsclves.

On Hope’s suggestion Simpson, at work on Bonar Bridge, was
invited to become the contractor, an invitation which he accepted,
the iron-wurk tw be provided by Hazeldine of Shrewsbury at a
cost of £2,8g1 and to be maintained by him for three years.
Telford was in Sweden visiting the Gotha Canal. His plan for the
bridge had provided for the iron arch to be placed on abutments
seven feet above low water, but at a2 meeting at Craigellachie on
26 July 1814 Simpson readily accepted the evidence of the local
people that the Spey rosc in flood nearly twelve fect, and to that
height the abutments were raised. A land arch too was added to
provide for flood water in the adjoaining mcadow land.? By
1815 Simpsen’s work was complete. Telford’s graceful arch
spanned the river, and years later when he saw the uarrow margin
by which it had survived the great floods of August 1829, Telford
must have felt no little gratitude to the local knowledge without
which Craigellachie Bridge would surely have gone.

1. of L. October 1812
* H. of L. 26 July 1813
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