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Dornoch Frith, the Creech Road connects the Bridge with the Skibo
Road. The estimated Expense and also the Contract Price of the
Creech Road was £.1,608, and the Extra-work exceeded the valuation
of authorized omissions by £.8; shewing that Sum to be the excess of
Expense beyond the Estimate.

Sk1Bo Roap.—~This Road was finished in the Year 1811 ; the esti-
mated Expense was [. 4,608, or, deducting certain Fence Claims,
£.4,540 ; the Contract Price was £. 4,445, and, on settlement of the
Account, £.193 additional was paid in satisfaction of Fence Claims ; but
on the other hand, £.81 was deducted for authorized omissions, shew-
ing, on the whole, an exeess of [.16 beyond the estimated Expense.

The Northern part of the Skibo Road, or about Three Miles on each
side of the little Ferry, has been in some degree superseded by the great
Mound across Loch-Fleet, next to be described ; but the entrance of
Loch-Fleetis in reahty a secure Harbour, so that the improvement of the
Roads to and from the landing places on each side of the Little Ferry
would have been justifiable in that point of view, had the Fleet Mound
been originally pro;ected.

STRATH-FLEET Roap.—Before the Mound itself (of which the
origin has been heretofore described) could be commenced, Roads of
access to the spot were to be formed; the estimated Expense of these
amounted to [£.2,631; the Contract Price to £.2,503; the deduction
on final inspection was £.4, and the Saving was consequently £.132.

»The expectation of the Contractors that the
Fleet vouna “mignt pe closed during the Year 1815 was not realized,
but they completed the Bridge of Five Arches, and ceased working on

the Embankment in the Month of October, reserving themselves for
.t(‘he next Spring, at which time the work was resumed with redoubled
energy; insomuch that in the beginning of June last the East and
‘West Banks were advanced within Forty Yards of each other, and an

attempt was made to close the interval. The first attempt did not suc-
ceed, and the materials were displaced by the Tide, but no one was dis-
couraged, the want of arrangement among the Workmen being the only
cause of failure; and on the 18th of June the Breach was effectually
stopped, and has since stood firm without leakage or other imperfection.
This great Embankment 1s nearly a Thousand Yards in length, and
towards the East-end its Base 1s Sixty Yards wide, 1ts height Twenty-
three feet; and we hope that the ground thus gained from the Sea will
become as valuable as has been reasonably expected.

Since June last the Road-way and facing of the Embankment have
been nearly accomplished, and we have been solicited to take the work

off the hands of the Contractors, they paying us the valued amount of
deficiencies; but it would be an unnecessary deviation from our prac-

tice to undertake part of a Contract in that manner without urgent
necessity.
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Telford was on the spot in September last, and recommended an
Estlmate to be made of the Expense of a Row of Piles above the
Bndge, and Gratings in the Arches, to defend the Sluices from i injury
by the Ice, which is brought down the River Fleet in great quantity
after sudden Thaws.
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DuxroBiN Roap.—This Road extends from the Strath-Fleet Roads
the Northern limit of the Coast of Sutherland : it was finished 1n 1o
ear 1811. The original Estimate amounted to £. 6,771, to which was
‘afterwards added for an enlargement of certain Bridges £.192. The
Contract Price was £. 5,772, and sundry additions thereto cost £.307 ;
“besides which a Claim for replacing Fences was satisfied, amounting to

",1\_'.819. The Saving within the Estimate is £.65.

The Repair of this Road has hitherto been undertaken in common
with the Creech and Skibo Roads (in all Forty Miles) under the aggre-
gate title of the Sutherland Coast Road ; in the Year 1814 the Expense
was at the Rate of £.8 per Mile; in 1815 at £.5 per Mile; and in
1816 the Contract Price was £.2.19. per Mile; nor do we expect
much variation from that Rate in future.

The HELMsDALE BrIDGE was originally included in the Dunrobin
Road Estimate, but was separately contracted for at [. 2,150, the
Estimate being £.2,042 ; and Extra-work was allowed to the amount
of £.26, causing the excess of Expenditure to amount to £.134,
which was wholly paid by the County of Sutherland.

ToncUE Roap.—This extensive Road from Bonar Bridge, through
the Middle of the County of Sutherland to the North Coast at Tongue,
1s under Contract to be completed at the close of the Year 1818, and the
work has hitherto been prosecuted by Mr. Gilchrist without relaxation
of effort. The Heritors of Sutherland appear to be well satisfied with
the progress already made, they having applied for a final inspection of
Eighteen Miles of the Road at its South end, siipposed by them and by
the Contractor to be in a finished state, but they were premature in their
expectations. At the North end of the Road a space of Eleven Miles is
in great forwardness, so that if the intermediate part contain as much
finished work as may be balanced against the deficiencies of these Twenty-
‘nine Miles, Three-fifths of the Road has been fimished in Two Seasons, and
Two-Fifths only remains to be performed in the Two nextworking Seasons.
We shall rejoice if this Calculation be realized hereafter.

Besides the Roads thus described in Sutherland, a Line has been sur-
veyed between Brora near Dunrobin, and Farr on the Northern Coast ;
and another Line Westward from Portinleik, branching into Assynt in
Sutherland, and to Ullapool in Ross-shire; and there has been no dis-
appointment 1n our transactions which We so much regret, as not to
have been enabled to make this Road, in our apprehension almost the
only one of general importance not now opened, or about to be opened in

the Highlands of Scotland, by means of the Road and Bridge Act.
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