MR B.G.BARLOW
16 HOLME AVENUE
WIGAN

LANCS WN1 2EH
TEL. 01942 245421

11" October, 2007
Dear Mr Wild,

| enclose herewith letters written by my Mother during the severe snow storms
of February 1978, as mentioned in my phone call on the 8" of this month.

My Mother, Trudy Winward and my Stepfather, Stan Winward lived in the
Managers House which adjoined Lairg Electric Laundry, in fact a door led from the
hallway direct into the laundry. Stan was the Maintenance Man there which explains
the reference to thawing out the fuel oil. The Laundry Manager was a Mr. George
Dingwall who was a retired Bank Manager. He lived on the Main Street in Lairg. He
was also the Local Correspondant for the *Sutherland Times’ and as such, was well
known in the county. About this time, he was awarded either the M.B.E or the O.B.E.
hence the trip to Buckingham Palace.

At this time the laundry had several vans which collected and delivered
laundry to all parts of Sutherland. Alas, the trade declined as hotels bought their own
washing machines and the laundry was forced to close a few years later. By this time,
my parents had moved into a Pensioners bungalow in Tain.

Tom was a Cashier at the Royal Bank of Scotland in Lairg and lodged with
my parents until he was able to obtain a place of his own. | think Alick would be Mr.
Alick Gow who with his wife, Janice, lived at what at one time had been the Railway
Station Building at Mid Clyth in Caithness. Janice and my Mother met when they
were both working at the Inchnadamph Hotel several years before.

With the threat of Global Warming, it makes me wonder if such severe
weather conditions will ever again be experienced by the people of Sutherland. 1
would like you to place the letters in your archive for future generations to wonder at.
By all means let me know if you would like any more information about my parents
and their time in Sutherland.

Yours sincerely,

Brian Barlow.



Lagbuie,
Sunday,
Degr Mary & Brian --
It was nice to hear your

voises 1ast\night. We have had some funny
thoughts during the past few weeks, wondering
what wa®8 going to happen weather w1se. Tast
Friday afternoon, we managed to get into Dornoch
. It was almos+t: blowing a blizzard, being much
worSse up there that day than it wa® with us, All
the thildren had again been sent home from School
Will you make a note of the emclosed? Mr Gunn,

e i the man we saw & we each made a new Will,

f course Stan & myself are in favour of eack
other, but if we both go before either of you *two
My Gunn & Brisn are the Executors, Theam will be
very little ready cash, but our Insuranee will |
cover sxpenses , You are both named, which’ is .J
the reason I wented Mary's full name. Should’ (I
hope not), you both go before us, it will be
given %o the Society ofthe Prevantian of Cruelty
to Children, in Scotland, Of course we now have t
the Graves in Lairg, but if we die outside Scot-
lgnd, bury us in the nearest cemetery, We have
& good Policy in case we are killed by accident,
In gty case, get in touch with Mr Gunn, Now that
is done with, We could not antlclpate the cost
of a Cremation from here,

+The Sunt is melting the
Icicles down the windowsy, it looks lovely; but
8till very cold, I see they are catbtching it in
the South now, Poor beggers, It will be inter-
esting to see kow many Lambs there will be this
Yyear, All the sheep are now in Lamb, which is
wky there is so much concerw about them, It is
funny, when I goout & meet people in the Higk
Street, we all walk so carefully, someone said,
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“we 411 leok like Penguinl ;huffling along,
EBisie Rawlinsem is coming up

in May, with ‘Pradis brother & ¥Wife, They live-

in. Ascot, 20 théy will 8tay oVernight with then.

in - Peel éreen, ‘then 'gll come up in one.car, I do

hope the weather is klnd Tkhey hope to do some

Fishing on the Loch,  'S8%dn is organising that

for them, #0°I am le@klng forWard to thet vexry

muek,  Then you will ¥Be coming , There 'will be

plenty going on 'whén yeu are here,

How i® the ca¥y mow? I do
hope your Chlmﬂeys & walls are noéw OK & you will
not have to spend any more money on them, S5tan
kes o tiny heater under. duwrs, but this week he
had o job gettime inits fheigaragé, Vecause ihe

©

Tleor had swelled up & wa® catching the. door, A

good job we havé it inside, The new Owners, from
Lymm, ere coming up at ‘Easter for s week, they
remg up Mr Dingwall, as they fearéd the house nmay
have disappeared, they hearéd such bad reports,

. Dingwal made it to Buckingham Palace, last
week, ©Tis son wen¥ with him, they took & SIé¢éger
there & back, -The Queen kad YFlu, so Prince
Charles made the presentations, Of course he

"was up hex® last year, & Mr D, s5id they had s

Tittle chit about it, - | was very disapointed with
the Medal & ribkbom, Peihaps I expect too much,

Sorr»y about poor Uncle, Edith
is 8till very poorly, :

Am now taking g lIittle walk &
will post this on the way, Funny thing, the post
is now coming faster'than i1t ever has, Don't know
why, I think they are using a different way since
the emergency, 1ong way it last, ° A

Cheerio, all oux.lLove, & to
mum, Hope she is keeping well, I stippose she is
1ooking after Uncles House, .
Seme BeEEn /wa%" M S

e
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Thursday, Lagbuie,

Dear ﬁary & Brian,
m -

X do not know if you have
vyet received my letter wiitten on Monday, It
wee funny the way it was posted, Btabléy
just menaged to get the side door open, to be
faced with & s0lid wall of frozen icd, the wi
windows too, covered, it was very dark all’
day long, @ broke & ‘hole through it &
mansged to get his arm through & one of the
men off the Snow plougk took it from kim, Poor
beggers, they have worked hard, up & down day
& night often getting fast in the drifts, ‘of -
course you will have keard about the traiw 4 7.
also 2 of dur Bus Drivers from,Tongue & Diurness
were stranded for & day & 2 nights, ,We are in
the middle¢ of it all, Poewer Pylons are down
& some families are withkout water, 2 days before
it got bad, I 'Wad KlickK :from Jokn O Groats for
2 nights, ﬁe'hﬁpﬁghtiﬂﬁ'a sack of Potatoﬁs,
20 they were veéxry -usgful, He got away of “riday
80 he was very Iucky indeed, Not being able to
use any phone I was worried the missing nan
could kave been Kim, now we know it was not, Ve
are wearing layers & layers of woolies & fullef
colde, but we do have & fire , I can manage for
food so far & today the Fiskh man got through, fr
from Golspie, with a limited supply. Poor' Stan.
ka® over I000 gals of 0il "$o0 thaw out before
he can attempt to start the boile#, Bhe Ven wen
went out yesterday’ 2 men & a Wwowan & 2 shovels,
but they could not deliver any of the parcels,
They turned dack., When the ploughk got past

oW
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the front of the house, all the snow they
moved on our &ide , came right ower the rail® inte
the garden, what a mess,” The Farmers have .Iost

thousands of Sheep & Cattle,” Has the snow §°t
down to you yet? We have & thaw today, so

will venture out to the Post Office, We had our
first mall today for a week, 8o they are open,
Now we are getiting accustemed to it all, I can
see the funny side, It was dreadful at first
not seeing anyone, & the silence was awful, We
have a spare bottle of Calor Bas so will be alrigh
for the coming weekend, ¢
Whiat a good thing it was for me

that Tom is away, Did I tell you? he has now
got ‘the rent of a Caravan, on the road down to 5@
the Station, Be will be away watil slmest Egster
20 I am khaving him fo. a few MMMW
get it ready, The owner, we ku¥§ him, he is & =12
Ghillie a% Oykel, ®ays last year'he was only h%iw
to let it for 7 weeks all during the seasoh, 's0
he decided to let it permanently, It also gives
Tom anotker 2 points on .the housing 1ist, " The

houses by the side of the Boiler house are going
up fast, Blost of them are for Families, but we
do not want one, they are too clase together, I
would not like to live like that again,

Well, will now get on with some more

Potato soup & dumplings( A good job Stanley likes
them) It look® much brighter today & what & -
difference it makes,

All our Love to yourselves

/Ai,eézyiﬁ_g x X

& Mum '
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¥r & Mr®s BG Barlow,
I6 Bolme Avenue, )
Wigan, . IWN 2EH,
Lancashire,



