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SUTHERLAND BRANCH
BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY.

A meeting of the County Committee was

lhelcl in the West End Hall, Golspie, on

|

.'

Thursday. Her Grace the Duchess of
Sutherland, president, occupied the chair,
and received a cordial reception.  The
Honovary Seecretary, Dr MacLachlan intim-
ated apologies from Mrs Campbell, Mrs
. Cameron, Mrs Wright, Mrs Egerton, and
My Mennie.

The Secretary reported that as instructed

. he had written to the work parties with the

result that the Brora Work Party, per Mrs

Hunter, had sent them a very handsome

contribution, and Mrs Hunter had that day

brought six beautiful and warm Cardigan

jackets for the use of the sick and wounded -
as a donation from herseld. :

Mys Macrae, Bonar-Bridge, the president—
of the Work Party there, had sent him a.
sympathetic letter saying that her commit-
tee had instructed her to say that they
wotld send a parcel of comforts for the sick
and wounded at au early date.

The Secretary reported that in connectiru
with the Orthopeaedic appeal he had sent out-
cirmll]ars to all ministers, missionavies, and =
laymen representing all denominations in
Sutherland to have a special collection on
behalf of the objects as well a¢ circularised
representatives of all parishes in the county.
Two of the churches already had collections.

| Lairg Free Church, per Mr George Mac-

donald had sent him £5 7s 9d, and the re-
presentative of the Iree Presbyterian
Church at Strathy Point had sent him the
handsome contribution of £6 108 6d. He
had no doubt that the rest of the churches
would follow this quick lead and so bring
Sutherland into line with other counties
which had done so well for this deserving
object. Some representatives had sent him
sontributions which would be .u.kn(mledgad
in the local press. '

The Secretary then read a letter from Mr
J. Inglis Kerr, the organising secretary of

{ u special Flag Day to be held during the

week beginning the 2nd July, the special
object of which wis to raise £100,000 for
disabled soldiers and sailors. Ihe\' as &
Committee were in the habit of holding one
flag day only in the year. Last year they
would remember they raised for a special
abject on the recommendation . of the Ex-
ecutive of the Red Cross £242 8s Hd.
Other counties were organising all sorts of
entertainments, fetes, lawn tennis fourna-
ments, and free sales for the purpose of
raising money, and he had no doubt Suther-
land would respond. After discussion, the

. Secretary was instructed to get more infor-
“mation in this matter before uctive meas-

ures could be taken.



The Secretury mtimated that Miss Flore
Bentinck, Dornoch, had taken up duties’ as
a cook in a military hoespital. The Secre-
tary then read a letter from an applicant
placing her services at the disposal of the
Branch for nursing employment. He would
like to read a part of this letter to them as
it might be an object Tesson to many who
were not playing the game nor neyer in-
tended to. The letter said :—“As my only
brother was killed in action a few months «
ago and having nobody to place in his rank
to defend owr dear country, 1 find it my
duty te apply as nurse. I returned home
to keep company to those left at-home, but
find the call of the wounded and of the
sick too much for me to remain, especially -
seeing the call for workers.” .

The letter was very favourably eomment-
ed on. The Secretary said he had already
taken action in the matter. The Secretary
read a letter he had received from Mrs
John Punton, New York, whose hushand is
in the employment of Mr Carnegie, enclos®
ing him a cheque for £7 10, being half of
the process of a raflle which she had got ap
herself and which brought in the sum of
£15.  TIn the letter she also st: m:d she was
sending Mrs Hardie, Clashmore. £7 10s.
The money was to be devoted to purchase
work for Dornoch as well as Skibo-Clash-
"more. He had written Mrs Punton thank-

ing her for her kindly intere:f. Mr Alex.
Morrison, also in the employment of Mr
Andrew Carnegie, before proceeding to New
York had left instructions that the pru-
ceeds of the sale of his bicyvle were to he
given for Red Cross purposes.  The bicyeld

i had been sold and the purchaser had given
the Secretary £3, which he suggested should
be added to the county funds ‘of the br anch.
Both donors are natives of the county, the
former from BEvelix and the other from
Secourie, and theiwaction might be emulated »

|bv natives both at home. and abroad.

The members present expressed pleaslue
rabebhe.Jiindly actions.

" The proceeds of”{‘nmmm_ X3
got up for Red Cross purposes hy Mrs
Hardie, amounted to £8 12s 6d. and a
house to house collection at Dornoch and
| parizh, arranged by Mrs Camplell and assis-
ted by the members of a very experienced
committee, realised £65 8s 5d. Dr Mac-
Lachlan stated that he had granted permits
to these work parties to hold the concert.

and collection. !

| The Secretary then intimated the work
which had been sent by the Darnoch Branch
to the headquarters at Aberdeen eince their

| Iast meetine, which amounted- to 100
articles of all sorts of comforts for the sick

" and wounded. q

The new branch at Rosehall since its in-
auguration in January of this vear had gent
over 200 articles for our wounded soldiers.

At the close of the meefing Her Grace
brought up the queatmn of forming aV.A.D.

 detachment. for the county. After discus-
sion, a committee consisting of Mrs Hardie,
Mrs Bremmer, and the Seeretary was ap-
 pointed to investigate and report on the
! proposal at an early meeting. »






