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Evelix milestone 
By BIU McALLISTER 

THE t'lrst concret.e wlll be poured this 
week erecting a bridge over the River 
Evellx. 1n Sutherland which ls a key fore
runner of the Dor-
noch Flrth cross-
ing. 

Work on the £13 
mllllon bridge Unlc1ng 
Sutherland and 
Easter Ross by a route 
20 miles shorter than 
the current A9 -
dramatically 
telescoping Highland 
travel - cannot begin 
until the approach 
roads are completed. 

The route or the 
£2,600,000 million con
tract on the north side for 
a Junction at Claahmore 
tUtd four kllometres or 
n~w carriageway to the 
water's edge runs 
through land at Ard-na
Cailc, which baa been 
designated a alte or 
specJal aclenWlc tnterel't 
by fhe Nature CooaeJ'o 
vancy council. 

That means that ldte 
tnmc and heavy plant 
cannot roll acl'OIIII any 
land other than the 
designated new route, so 
vehicles employed 1n 
constructing the historic 
crossing or the ftrth can 
only trundle along the 
ftnlshed approach roads. 

SPECTACULAR 

But the rnlld Winter 
ha helped the con
tractors, Miller Con
struction, to make rapid 
progress on the north 
route, which Is due for 
completion In Septem
ber. 

Th.is week's start on 
the crossing or the Evellx 
will be the DU\lor rnlle
stone 1n the contract. 
Si.et pllln1 has been 
erected to keep the river 
banks Intact as the 
bridge :ilte Is well below 
the water line. 

The route l~ves the 
present A9 north of 
Cla.shmore and carves Its 
way through a belt of 
pine trees. The north 
embankment approach 
ramp to the Domoch 
Bridge la being created 
by MWel'll out of no less 
than 100,000 cubic metres 
0(11.ll. 

Tbe north embank
ment Ls on Cut.hlli Sands, 
and motori!lts can look 

Bridge work 
now under way 

forward to a spectacular 
new vtew, B:! Domoch can 
be seen ~m tt, and the 
Strule hills. Across the 
Firth, 800 yards away at 
the crossing line, at 
Meikle Ferry, the south 
approach roads are being 
constructed by Morr1-
80Il6. 

Miller's site agent, Mr 
Rory Taylor, Drumna• 
drochit, who Is super
vising the work or 60 men 

on tbe Claahmore 
stretch, said: "We're de
lighted with progress. 
The fact that we're 
cutting •cro.,s a site of 
special scienWlc Interest 
hasn't caused us any 
problems. The piling of 
the river bas been a 
delicate operation but lt 
bas gone very well and 
we're now ready to pour 
the concrete." 

The Job marks a 

comeback by Miller to 
the Highlands. They 
used to be maJor con
tractol'll and employers ln 
the North, but have been 
out or the area for 10 
years. 

Now, however, the 
Edinburgh-based firm 
have decided to make a 
big new bid for Highland 
road works. Their other 
comeback contract Is a 
2.5 kilometre facelift 

between Moy Brtdp and 
conttn, due to be com
plet.ed ln early summer. 

DECISION 
A company spokesman 

confirmed: "Having ~ 
eatabi18hed a presence 1n 
the region, it la our In
tention to remain one or 
the recognised con
tractors In the area, and 
every elrort will be made 
to secure an ongoing 
workload." 

ABOVE:Wher9the 
prnentA9 tum• Into 
a new Domoch Firth 
approech 
carriageway- •tte 
agent Mr Rory Taylor 
lndlcata where the 
new road llne atarta, 
Just north of the 
VIiiage of Claahmcn. 

Plctureeby 
DAVIO MURRAY 

LEFT: S1NI pfllng 
rf9N from below the 
law! of the River 
Ev.llx, keeping the 
water from lnaklng 
ttm,ugh, ready for the 
first concrete pour on 
the new bridge thla 
week. 

They are not, h~r. 
one or the four groups on 
the short leet for the 
Domoch Firth bridge-a 
decls1on on which la only 
week.a away. 

The progresa being 
made on the north side 
has tliaered otr a spree 
or property Wnr on the 
route to be by-passed, 
with ruest..-houses, 1n 
particular, sprouting "for 
sale" signs. 


