HOW 93rd

HELPED

INDIAN MUTINY

History's Tribute To Gallant
Sutherland Highlanders

COLOURS CERE

fi‘ITE 03rd left the Crimea

16, 1806, and arrived at Ports-
meust on July 15. XNext day  the
regiment was inspected by the Quesn,
who walked down the line accompanind
by Prince Albert. Again, on the 18ih,
Her Majesty, attended by the Princess
Royal, visited Lhe huts of the regiment.

MOST IMPORTANT EPISODE

The next opisodc in the history of
the Sutherland Highlanders is the most
jmporlant in its career, as they had,
ip the Indian Muiiny, an opporiumity

ol showing whal m2ttle they were made

ot such as they mever had since their

embodimerit.

The regiment lefi Aldershot

" Dover. On Juanuary 31, 1857, orders
were received [or the 93rd te lhold
tsel: readiness for immediate em-
barkaiion far India, In March, bow-
ever, arders were given again that the

Sutherlsnd Iighlanders haold them-

selves in immediate readiness for em-

barkation for China.

Under Lt-Col. TTnpe, three compuanies
embarked on HAMS Belleisle ot Ports.
mouth.  Later, the remaining service
companics, under Lt-Col Leith Iay,
proceeted 1o Cosport, where they
received the Queen on her landing
from the Isle of Wight. On June 16,
several companies embarked on s.8.
Mauritius for China,

CHIEF'S WELCOME

The strenglh of the regiment was 52
officers and 108 wlher ranks,  The
Mauritiug entered Simon's Bay. Cape
of Gond Uope, where shz found the
Belleisle at anchor. The slariling in-
telligence of the mutiny of the Bengal
native army was conveyed to lhe men,
Orders were received that the 93rd
were ta proceed with all possible specd
to Caleuttn. The Mauritius unchored
in the Heogly, ovpesile Forl-William,
on Seprember 20, 1857, the Anniversary
of <he batile of Alma. The 93td was
welcomed by 115 old brigadicr, the
et ppeinted  commander-in-chict,
8ir Colin Campbe!]l. i
No time was lost in sending the 93rd

up river. By October 21 lhe main
Wodv had reached Cawnpoor. They
joined the foree assembled ai Gude for
operations mgainst Laucknow: - Ono of
the eompanies, under Captain Cornwall,
formed part of a small force which
had a severc birl successful engagement
with a considerable body of the rebels
nean Febierpoor, This severely eoh.
tested offalr was fonght with such
spiri{ and gallanlry as ‘to execile ihe
admiration of Captain Peel. R.N., who
had command of the foree.

LOYALTY - AND DEVOTION
Druwn up io guarter distanec column

facing Luclneow. the 93rd stood in the

centre of the brigade, snd aficr passing
in front of the other regiments Sir

Colin Cumpbell appreached the Suther-

land Iighlanders and addressed themn
thus—"9ird, we wre sboui ip advance
to relieve our countrymey and country-
women besieged in the Residence of

Lucknow by the rehel army It will

be a duty of danger ond dilfieulty, but

1 rely upon you.” 7

This short and pointed address wiug
reccived with such a burst of en-
thusiasm thai the gallant old chleftain
must have fell assured of its loyalty
and dewotion, and  confident  that,
wherever he led, {he 9220 would follow,
and if mecd be. die with him to the
lasl man.

On November 14, 1857, the flank
march began wnd subsequent operations
found the 83+d in the thick of the
battle. The breach having been cou-
sidered practicable. lhe assaull was
made by tho 4th Punjab Rifles and the
g2rd, It was a glorious and exelting
rush, On went. side by side in glorious
rivalry, the Sikh and the Highlander,
1he 03rd straining every merve in the
zace, led ‘gallently by their officers
The cplours so lately confided to the
rezimient by the Duke ot Cambridse
were opened to the hreeze. and carried
proudly by' Ensigns Ropertson  and
Taylor.

BLOODY STRUGGLE
The greater part of the regiment

o June

for

dashed at the breach, and amora the |

first to enter Were Lt-Col. Ewart ard
Captain Burroughs.
three companies adyvanded 6n the Ieft
su as fo keep down the ariillery tire
opened on the Mritish flank. The
opening in fhe wall of the Secunder
Bagh was so smal] that only onc man
could enter I at o time bup o tew
having gained an enirance, they kept
the enemy af bay until & considerahle
mumber of the Highlanders and Sikhs
had pushed in, when in s body thoy
emerged into the open square. whera
began what was probably the sternest

At the samg time

and blondiest strugple of the whole |

campaian,
DEAD PILED N HEAPS
Shorily aiter the breash had been '
entered and while the men were.

MONY IN 1871

struggling hand to hand againsy nn-
“egual numbers one portioh of the #3rd
succeeded in blowing open the main
gale. Pressing their, way in, they
rushed to ihe support of those who had
passed through the breach.

There was no escape Lor the Sopoys,
for the 83rd, roused to the highesl piteh
ol excitement, and burning to avenge
ihe butchery at Cawnpour, dashed

furivusly on, gave no quarier, and did ;

not stay their hands while one single
enemy stood te oppose them. WNo, not
unti!, at the close of the day, the
building formed one mighty charnel
house. for upwards of 2000 dead Sepoys
dressed in their'eld unitorms, la¥ piled
in heaps. Everyone bore away with
ihem bloody reminders af the dreadful
affair. "

COVETED HONOUR FOR VALOUR

A large numbey of officers and men
were recommended for the Victoria
Cross. -

No regimenl was more frequently
employed againgt Lueknow ihe
9rd, under the command<r-in-chief,
who entrusted to the trustworthy High-
landers same of the moest difliculi

duties. After some severe fighting the
03rd, supported by the 4 Punjab
Rifles, sueceeded in  expelling the

enemy from several large mosgues and
enclosures and this terminaled {he
Iighting within the eity, which was now
in possession of the Hritish.
Subsequently the regiment mnoved
about a lot. marching and fighting, and
thus cnded the work of the Sutherland
Highlanders in the suppression of the
Indian Muliny, in which it won fur
itself never-dying fame, but not, how-
ever, did it gain ils glory cheaply.
Affer its great exertions mnd sufferings
the regiment stood ‘much in need of
rest and means of restoration for the
jnded constitutions of officers and men.
The record book pays a high' and
well-merited tribute to the admirable
econdnet of the men during the lerrible
ordcals There was never any approach
1o panie, no murmuring. or shrinking
from duties of the most trying and
irksome kind. 3
After an abscnce of 12% years the
93rd boarded the troopship Jumna at
Bombay on February 14, 1870. The
regiment artived at Portsmouth and
sailed next day for Leith, subsequently
going to Aberdeen by rail
WEW COLOURS FROM QUCHERS
On August 4, 1871, while the tegiment
was statloned in Edinburgh, if was
presented with new colours by ihe
Duchess of Sutherland.

The cercmony in the Queen's Park

was witnessed by 10.000 spectators.
Aeccompenying the Duchess werg the
Duke of Sutherland and the Marqui
of Stafford.  After the aold colour:
worn and tattered by zervite in India/
had been trooped. two ensigns were

| presented with the new colours by the

Duchess.  Her Graee accepted custody
of the old ecolours, returning the
Queen's colours fo be placed over the
mnemnaorie]l erecied i 8t Giles' Cathedral
to ihe officers and men who tell in the
Crimea. Shorily after it was decided
that thcy should bo removed and sent
ta Dunrobin,

The Tuke and Duchess and a large
party were entcrtained to Juncheon by
the officers in the Pieture Gallery of

TO QUEL.

Iol¥rood. Following this dancing was
entered into enthusiasiically. IL was
said that until that time no dancing
had taken place in Holyrood since the
days of Tonnie Prince Charlie. The
Duke and Duchess afterwards visited
the men. their wives and tamilies, by,
|all of whom they were enthusiastically
received. i
QUEEN'S GESTURE

It might h¢ mentioned here that in
the subwnn of 1870 the Queen, having
noticed that a detuenment of  the
regiment ss a wuard of henour- al
Hallater wore kills and ‘plaids ot hard
tartan, and that alter a march In wind
and rain the men’s knees were much
seratched and cut by the sharp edge
ot the tartan, Tler Majesty divected
that In fulure sofi tartans be supplied
to all Highland regiments.

In concluding the short history of the
gallant Sutherland Ilighlanders, it is
worlhy of note that themen maintained
ihe esprit de ecorps vight up until the
time they were commanded by Colonel
Philin Durham Trotter in 1890 and at
that time they still deserved the high
and  homowred  distinction: eonferred,
upon them in other days by thal brave
eold warrior, Lord Clyde. as being
“second to none’

On Monday, May 12, 1878, the 93rd
left . Edinburgh for Aldershol, and on
ithal occasion lhe mapisiratex of the
Seottish capital publicly bade favewa2Il
in name of the cilizens.

i REORGANISATION

A magnificent cenlre-picee was added
to the plate belonging to the officers'
mess during the period of home service.
Intended as a memorial of the paurt
iaken by the Regiment in (he Crimean
War, and the suppression of the Indian
Mutiny, it was specially designed with
ke cbject in view by oene of the
officers. The cost was nearly L500.

After being slativned sl many plicss
throughout the eountry the regiment,
in June, 1873, embarked HM.E.
Tamar fvr Gibrallar.

April 4, 1BB1, saw the 93rd home
again, and on 1st July the old numerica]
designation of the regiment was
dropped, and the 93rd Highlanders

in

became, under the new territorial
scheme of reorganisation, the 2nd
Bsatialiva of the Prim Louise®

Sutherland and -Amgyll Tlighlanders,
Here we must conclude the historical
records of @ regitment which ever up-

hield the high character associated with

Highianders, and showed gallantry on
the figld of hattle which earned for i

many. high commendations, including

ihe highesl honours of all—ike Victoria

Cross.

(Concluded).



