Gaidhealtachd

C.C. Divisional Planning Officer, Sutherland.

e tteena S8 Highland

Department of Planning Highland Regional Council Telephone 0463 234121
Director Regional Buildings Telex 75313
Richard W. G. Cameron Glenurquhart Road Facsimile 0463 223201
R.I.LB.A., A R1LAS.,, MRT.PL Inverness IV 3 SNX
" Pleasc ask for: Mr Patton
Struan Jno. T. Robertson, Ext. no: 590
Clerk to the Deacon's Court, N
Dornoch Cathedral, ' ouwre:  SU/12/F/RP/AA
"Torranroy", :
DOR NOCH Your ref:
Sutherland, .
1IV25 3HR. J Date: 17th January, 1989.
Dear Sir,
PROPOSED TREE WORKS
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA)
I refer to the site meeting at the Cathedral last year attended by iy colleague
Mr Patton in respect of the above.
I was grateful for the opportunity to discuss the future management of the trees
within the Cathedral and greatly welcome the Court's obvious desire to undertake
any necessary works in a judicious manner. As you are aware, the Cathedral lies
within the Dornoch Conservation Area and certain procedures are required to be
met in respect of tree works. 1 will cover this aspect later.
I would confirm the poii:ts discussed as follows. The enclosed map shows the
location of the various aspects discussed.
I. (West door to South door)
I have no objection in principle to remedial works (crown lifting and thinning)
being undertaken on these boundary trees. Previous lopping wor<s have not
been wholly satisfactory and the proposals would give an opportunity for
- these to be rectified to a degree. 1 would envisage limited works only so as
not to take away froin individual crown form and dominance. It is obviously
important to achieve continuity between the trees.
As discussed, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to identify or detail the
work prior to commencement. It is largely dependent on the contractor
viewing the works as they proceed.
2. West dour to North door)
Again, I would offer 1:0 objection in principle to the limited lifting and
thinning of the crowi.s of these trees.
Your remarks on the 'ienslty of the tree line when 1n leaf is appreciated.
9 There would certainly be benefit i tnovens Af varmaning tha line and
Remourr o exhibiting individual free form, Obviously

consultation would be required WIELIT HITLEIEILEU pdl ued uvelr such a proposal.






I look forward to hearing from you in due course. If you wish to discuss any
aspect further please do not hesitate to contact Mr Patton at the above
extension number. While your colleague from the Fc - )

....... A ta vindavtalbian andlav friinAroica ~~vtain works
[ would Lo pacaonu o wurion v
........ poremtior m+ se —miiemeey .=, --..p---ant that a high degree of
-

workmanship is employed.

Finally, I wish to apologise for the dealy in response and apologise: for ‘any ,
inconyenience caused to your Court.

Yours faithiully,

i
= |

|

Director.
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Department of Planning Highland Regional Council Telephone 0463 234121
Director : Regional Buildings Telex 75313
Richard W. G. Cameron - Glenurquhart Road Facsimile 0463 223201
R.I.B.A, ARLAS., MRT.PL Inverness IV 3 5NX
Please ask for: Mr Patton
Struan Jno. T. Robertson, Ext. no: 590
Clerk to the Deacon's Court, oo
Dornoch Cathedral, owrr.  SU/2/F/RP/AA
"Torranroy",
DOR NOCH, Your ref:
Sutherland,
[V25 3HR. | Date: 3rd February, 1989.

Dear Mr Robertson,

PROPOSED TREE WORKS
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA)

I refer to my previous letter of 17th January, 1989 and your letter of 22nd January
addressed to my Divisional Planning Officer, Mr Polson, in respect of the above.
Your letter has been passed to this office for response.

As indicated over the telephone yesterday, I would offer no objection to the proposals
to undertake judicious crown thinning and lifting of the Cathedral trees, presumably
at locations A and B as per my letter of 17th January. [ would suggest the use of a
wound sealant such as "Arbrex 805", "Tree 3" or similar. While there is presently
debate as to the effectiveness of sealants in arboreal terms it is agreed that % use
does no harm and ‘s' very useful in cosmetic terms.

Perhaps you would be kind enough to advise Mr Patton (who can be contacted at the
above extension) of when the works are finished as I would wish him to look at the
works. Have the Court considered any action over the two naturally seeded
sycamore as discussed previously?

Perhaps you wish to consider these trees with the other discussed work at a later
date as intimated in your letter.

Finally, I wish to apologise for any inconvenience caused by my delay in responding
to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

< J [ L

\t, Director.
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SU/12/F/RP/AA DA NTAO 3 December 1021

Department. of Planning
Dighland Regional Council
Rerional Suildings
Glenurquhart Road
INVERNESS TV3 5iX

N O aem

PROPOSED TREE WORKS
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA)

The cuuve maiier was raised with you hy the Zlerk to the Deacons' Court,
Laruoch vathedaral, in 19389 and Mr. Uarrow made o visit and recommendations
(your letter of 17 January 194% refer«).

The 2istrict Council now wish to carry out winter maintepnance works Lo
the trees as detailed on the accompanying aap.,

In terms of the Planning Repulations, @ bhave to give six weeks' written
notification to the Planning Authority oii any propozals.

Naturally, as the responsible body, it lo Ielt that a site viasit by cither
Mr. Barrow or Mr. Paton would be beneficial in order to discuss the work
proposed and to reach agreement on the worl to be carried out. A suitable
date for this office would be the week commencing Monday, 13 January 1992
and 7 look forward to hearing from yon on in order that the matter can
be resolved.

Yours faithfully

Depute Director of FEnvironmental Health

¢.c. Clerk to the Deacons' Court, Dornoch Cathedral.
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Department of Planning Highland R(_‘gi'onul Council ; Ic‘:?phosn}e ;)463 234121
Director Regional Buildings LLX 7.. RIK e
Richard W. G. Cameron Glenurquhan Rowd Facsimile 0463 711969
RIBA.ARLAS. MRTPL Inverness 1V 3 SNX
Pleiase ask lor Mr Patton

Director of Envirommental Health, Ext. no: 590

Sutherland District Council,

The lhaCkw"SI Qur rel: SU/lZ/F/RP/AA

DORNCCH,

Sutherland, IV25 3SG- Your ref: N

_I pme: 20 January, 1992

Dear Sir,

PROPOSED TREE WORKS

I refer to the meeting of 13th January, 1992 attended by your Mr Keating,
representatives of the Church and the Forestry Cammission and my colleague
Mr Patton in respect of the above. I am in receipt of a copy of your letter
to the Cammnity Council.

At the meeting the Church and your Mr Keating identified a range of work as

follows;

1. Cathedral Grounds

1.1 Concern was expressed by the Church representatives that the trees
running along the boundaries fram the south gate to the west gate and
the north gate and the west gate respectively, were obscuring the
building. It is therefore proposed to remove three trees (see enclosed -
plan) to improve visibility and allow respacement of the trees. The
tree on the south boundary has a slight lean towards the road.

1.2 The remaining trees are to receive minor crown thinning and lifting as
appropriate. This work is to be undertaken by a camponent
arboriculturist. See 2.1 below.

1.3 A coppicing sycamore stump (see enclosed plan) is running the risk of
pushing out the boundary retaining wall. It is proposed to chemically
treat the stump to halt the regrowth.

1.4 There are a number of smaller coppicing sycamore adjacent to lairs. It
is proposed to cut these back and chemically treat the stumps.

2. Village Green (Monument)

2.1 The District Council propose to undertake crown thinning and lifting of

the trees. TIuportantly, working practice was to move away fram the
previous method of simply radically cutting back to form "knuckles".
Instead, the outer growth of the crowns is to be largely retained by way
of judicious crown thinning. It is proposed that any work will be
carried out by a camponent arborculturist. As requested, I enclose
details of two suitable contractors.



3. High Street Trees

3.1 Maintenance, as required of the recent street planting.

3.2 Minimal reshaping of the older trees.

As part of the notification procedure required to be undertaken with the
Planning Authority (in terms of the Conservation Area lLegislation), Mr Patton
requested that an opportunity be taken to seek the comments. of the Cammnity
Council and the District Councillor. This is in recognition of the sensitive
nature of the proposals identified in 1.1 above. I also wished to seek the
camrents of Councillor Colonel Sir Allan Gilmour as the Regional Member.

I feel your letter places this consultation as a courtesy measure only.
However, I would wish an opportunity to allow full discussion of any camments
that may be raised. I feel this would only be proper in view of the high
sensitivity of the area.

In this regard I enclose a copy of a letter I have received fram a

Mr J. Grant of Bridge Street for your advice and comment. I have
acknowledged his letter.

I will forward Colonel Gilmour's camments when received.

Yours faithfully,

C.C. Councillor Col. Sir Allan Gilmour, Invernauld, Rosehall, Lairg,
IV27 4EU.
Mr Allan Ewan, Secretary of Dornoch Cammnity i1, West Deanery,
Castle Street, Dornoch.
Rev. James Simpson, Cathedral Manse, Dornoch.
District Councillor Mrs S. Board, Fourpenny, Skelbo, Dornoch.
District Councillor D. Shepherd, Rosemount Cottage, Clashmore, Dornoch.



AROBORTCULTURAL OONTRACTORS

Arbor Services (Neil Valentine),
North View,
Cullicudden,

North East Tree Services (Mike Sedgwick),
8 St. Andrew's Square,

Pinefield,

Elgin,

IvV30 3JX.

APPENDIX
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Department of Planning Highland Regional Council Telcphone 0463 234121
Director Regional Buildings Telex 75313
Richard W. G, Cameron Glenurgquhart Road Facsimile 0463 711969
R.ILB.A.. ARLAS. . MRTPL Inverness [V 3 SNX

-
Please sk for: Mr Patton

Director of Enviromnmental Health, Ext.no: 590
Sutherland District Council,

The Meadows, ourrel: SU/12/F/RP/AD
DORNOCH,

Sutherland ’ Your ref: AK/Ebd/Qd

Iv25 3sG.

Dime: 23 January, 1992

Dear Sir,

PROPOSED TREE WORKS
DORNOCH CATHEDRAIL. AND VILLAGE GREEN (OONSERVATION AREA)

I refer to my letter of 20th January, 1992 in respect of the above.

I have been contacted today by Councillor Shepherd over the proposals as
identified in my letter. Wwhilst the matter was raised at the last Cammnity
Council meeting he considers that the Council, at that time, were not in
possession of the full facts behind the proposals. He therefore wishes the
matter referred back to the Cammunity Council for further discussion and
cament. I will be grateful for this to be put in hand please.

Yours faithfully,

Director.

C.C. Rev. James Simpson, Cathedral Manse, Dornoch?
Mr Allan Ewan, Secretary of Dormoch Cammnity Council, West Deanery,
Castle Street, Dornoch.
District Councillor D. Shepherd, Rosemount Cottage, Clashmore, Dornoch.
District Councillor Mrs S. Board, Fourpenny, Skelbo, Dornoch.

Councillor Col. Sir Allan Gilmour, Invernauld, Rosehall, Lairg,
V27 4EU.

Divisional Planning Officer, Sutherland. (Enclosure).
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Department of Planning Highland Regional Council Telepnone 0463 234121
Director Regional Buildings "Telex 75313

Richard W. G. Cameron Glenurquhart Road Facsimile 0463 223201
R.I.B.A,, A.RLAS., M.RT.P.L. Inverness 1V 3 5NX

Please ask for: Mr Patton

Struan Jno. T. Robertson, Ext.ro: . D90

Clerk to the Deacon's Court,

Dornoch Cathedral, ouret:  SU/12/F/RP/AA
"Torranroy",

DOR NOCH, Your ref: '
Sutheriand, ,

1IV25 3HR. J pae:  17th January, 1989.
Dear Sir,

PROPOSED TREE WORKS
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA)

I refer to the site meeting at the Cathedral last year attended by my colleague
Mr Patton in respect of the above.

1 was grateful for the opportunity to discuss the future management of the trees
within the Cathedral and greatly welcome the Court's obvious desire to undertake
any necessary works in a judicious manner. As you are aware, the Cathedral lies
within the Dornoch Conservation Area and certain procedures are n=qu1red to be
met in respect of tree works. 1 will cover this aspect later.

I would confirm the points discussed as follows. The enclosed map shows the
location of the various aspects discussed.

1. Location A (West door to South door) Lt Ae.

I have no objection in principle to remedial works (crown lifting and thinning) f”o“"\/
being undertaken on these boundary trees. Previous lopping wor<s have not (el AoeN
been wholly satisfactory and the proposals would give an opportunity for " v

these to be rectified to a degree. 1 would envisage limited works only so as frtia M .
not to take away from individual crown form and dominance. It is obviously ( ol
important to achieve continuity between the trees. Gt

Flcomnas!
As discussed, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to identify or detail the
work prior to commencement. It is largely dependent on the contractor
viewing the works as they proceed.
2. Location B (West door to North door)

, 7 7/62%
Again, 1 would offer no objection in principle to the limited lifting and et 4 o
thinning of the crowns of these trees. elr [

WJW* AT
Your remarks on the density of the tree line when in leaf is appreciated. : & VW .
There would certainly be benefit, in terms of respacing the line and W( m%v{zbvz
exhibiting individual tree form, in removing two of the trees. Obviously .
consultation would be required with interested parties over such a proposald /—U fodei /’/"“‘*"




3. Location C (South door)

I would suggest that perhaps the Hornbeam ('Fastigiata' variety) may outgrow
their location adjacent to the gateway. Their replacement with one of the
smaller growing and colourful Sorbus varieties may wish to be considered. 1
would suggest 'Joseph Rock' or commixta.

-

The hornbeam could be located along the eastward running boundary margin.

A

4. Location D (North door running East along High Street)

Only one tree (a self sown sycamore) Is located within the Cathedral grounds. % ) ? \
This tree is located hard up against the boundary wall and will be subject to o /07/42:‘7
root pressure. | would recommend that this tree be removed at this time to er Cy

! . T—V\#_o'M

[?:Az

s
reeooned ¢

avoid damage to the wall.

I also recall a sycamore sapling adjacent to a nearby headstone which would
also be better removed. .

As you will recall 1 am anxious to secure replacement planting along the

High Street to augment the existing street planting. 1 have written to the

Divisional Roads Engineer to enquire in to the feasibility of a planting

scheme and, if so, if he would be able to contribute towards rhe cost. It is TVW
likely that this Department would also be able to contribute towards any /\lM
scheme. Would your Court be interested in contributing towards the purchase , o
of the trees? 1 would envisage the planting of five trees (see map for location) htv

at a purchase cost of say £25 each. The earliest a scheme could be undertaken ﬂ/b"wx/r’a‘w(
would be by the end of this year. 1 would be pleased to discuss this proposal

further with you.

5. Location E (Monument area)

I have written to the District Council to advise them of your comments on the
growth of some of the trees taking away from the views of thie Cathedral from
the south. While I have no objection in principle to works being carried out on
the mature trees, it is fair to say that the visual gain will not be significantly

improved.

I will inform you of the District Council's response when received.

As I have indicated there are procedures to be followed covering tree works (including
lopping and pruning) within a conservation area. Any person wishing to carry out tree
works is required to give six weeks written notification of their proposals to the
Planning Authority. Any notification will be considered with any necessary consultations
being undertaken beforc replying. As I have already had an opportunity to view the

site I would hope to be in a position to respond relatively quickly. A point of

. consideration is that previous tree works within the town have attracted the keen
interest and on occasion, the concern of the local community. 1 would obviously

wish for adequate consultation to be undertaken with the community interests,
particularly with 2. above.



A

I look forward to hearing from you in due course. If you wish to discuss any
aspect further please do not hesitate to contact Mr Patton at the above
extension number. While your colleague from the Forestry Commission is
prepared to undertake and/or supervise certain works you may wish to employ
a specialist arboriculturalit contactor also. I would be pleased to advise of
suitable persons. It is obviously very important that a high degree of
workmanship is employed.

Finally, 1 wish to apologise for the dealy in response and apologise for any
inconvenience caused to your Court.

Yours faithiully,

N

g
U

Director.

=
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