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DORNOCH ACADEMY 
MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL. 

Ko,v that ,vinter had softened into gentle 
spring, ,ve looked round to see if the 111ild 
breezes, blo,ving a,vay the cob,vebs fro1n the 
111inds of the pupils , had 111ade then1 dance ,vith 
the la111bs "as to the tabor's sound ." But, alas! 
Although the younger ones responded enthusi
astically and ,verc soon singing in full voiced 
choir in praise of Spring and lan1hs and dai~ics, 
the older pupils, \\'ith 111inds less sensitive to 
the loveliness of Nature, and 1nore ,,·eighed 
do\\·n by the prospect of rapidly approaching 
age, and even 1nore rapidly approaching in-

The School Priz~-giving took place on the 
30th June 1949 -..vhen lVfrs G. J . Grant, Pul
rossic, presented the prizes. 

\Ve ,vclco111e to the Staff-lvlis~ lVI'Neill to 
the French and English Deparhnent, and lV[r 
Laird as our ne\,, Physical Instructor . 

1'he follo,ving con1pleted the Leaving Certifi
cate (under the old regulations) in June 1949: 
I sl1bel lVIacLean, John l\!IacLeocl , 1\lastair l\iiac
Leod, Willian1 l'arker, Isabel l\1acl{ay, Cather
ine lVIacLeod and Neil lVlurray. 

spectors, re11·arded us ,vit:1. only a fe\v ,vailing 
notes. Their 111inds ,vere stiil lying dortnant in 
a ,rintry lethargy ; t.here \Vas J10 urge to sing 
songs to ,vhich the \Vorlcl 1night listen. But 
spurred on at last by the efforts of their juniors, 
sha111c 1nade the111 bestir the1nselves, and so 
you, dear Reader, can judge the results for 
yourself. 

No,Y having said all the orthodox things , and 
having praised the juniors, and berated the 
seniors, \\'e shall close, being \\·ell a\vare tha t 
there is tnore tctnpting fruit inside. 

l\1ina IVIenzies, H .G. III, \Vas successful in 
gaining a Highlands and I slands '!'rust Burs
ary of £20 for 3 years in the annual co1npetitio11 
held in April 1949. John l\1acLeod, I·I.G. VI, 
,vas also successful in gaining a J{en1sley grant 
entitling hin1 to spend a fortnight in S,veden. 

* * * 
The Literary and Debating Society broke 

fresh g round in June 1949 \l'hen they presented 
four one-act plays to the public. 

* * If 

l\'fr Donald Grant (London) again visited the 
school and gave an interesting talk on the his-

, 
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tory of No,th t\111erica. He also spoke in n1ore 
detail .on the sarne subject to the pupils of S.::c
ondary V and VI. 

* * * J 

Earl's Cross 1-Iost el for Boys ,vas opened in. 
i\ugust 1949 by Sir John l\Iacl(ay-Thon1son, 
Secretary of the Scottish ~::lucati;in Depart-
111ent. The prefect syste111 has been adopted in 
both hostels. We congratulate the follo,ving on 
beiug appo:ntcd prefects for the years 1949-50: 

Ross House Hostel 

House Capt~dn-Alice Thon1son. 
Deputy Captain-1Vlorag lYiacLeocl. 
Prefects-Jean l\'lorrison and .1Iina l\Ienzies . 

Earl's Cross Hostel 

House Captain-Colin lvfacl(enzic . 
Prefects-Donald lVfacAulay J . Ross 1.\ilac

Donald, Thotnas 1\'Iurray, John lvlacrae. 

* * * 
The Secondary Departtnen t of the Acade111y 

has been divided into three Houses for the pur
poses of sport and debates. These Houses have 
been called Jvlurray House, lviacDonald House 
and l\ilacKay House. The division has fostered 
a keen co111petitive spirit atnong the Sec~ndary 
pupils . , :· 

* * * 
In Septetnbcr 1910 the 111uch-needed ne,v 

Technical and Don1estic Science 1ioo111s ,vere 
opened . 

* * * I 

Ne ,v Badges and School Colours have been 
' introduced, but ,ve should like to ~ee theli1 still 

111ore pro1ninently displayed. 

The nu111ber of school 1neals ser ved in t he 
Canteen fron1 Septe111ber to lVIay 1.5th has been 
43,263 . The Savings for the sa111e period 
a1nou11ted to £400. 

* * * 
The School held three enjoyable parties at 

Christ1nas. We thank again t he Duke and 
Duchess of Sutherla11d for their generosity in 
helping- to 1nake these parties so successful. 

.. 
'fhe Dra111atic Society cau feel satisfied in its 

i1rst ,atte111pt to presen t four one-act plays to 
the public 011 31st l\'lay and 1:;t June 1949. On 
both nights t11e School H all \\·as filled to capac
ity and the actors and actresses did of their 
best. A;play can only be judged by the sincerity 
of the perfo1111ance, and t his ,vas sh0\\'11 by the 
freshness , and· ·vig,011r of those ,vho had to play 
s0111eti1nes very diffiG.ult roles. The full cast and 
helpers appear belo,v. •, 

• 
I. The Bishop's Candlesticks, by Nor111an 

J\il'l(innel. , 
1'hc llishop .. ......... . , .............. Neil Iv[urray 
Perso111e, his sister ............... Ishbel 1viacLean 
The Convict . ....... ............. Colin IvlacKe:i:?.ic 
lVIarie, a 1naid ............... . .. . , .... l\'Iarina Gunn 
(}cnclar111es .. . ............ ...... :Pav id 1\!Iurray and 

'Dpnald MacAulay 

J)roclucer-lYiiss F. Strachan. ... 
2. An Improbable Episode, by L. d11 Garde 

Peache. 
Cacloc, a British Peasant ...... \,Villia111 Parker 
His v\Tife .. ..................... ....... Jean l\.iorrison 
.lVIog, their Daughter ............ ·Beatrice f'raser 
I<i11g Alfred .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . l~oderick Ross 
l)ric, a Dane ................... .... .. John MacLeod 
}lrorsa, a Dane . ... .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . Hugh l\:Iunro 
i\edgar .. . .... .... .... .. ................ David Murray 

Proclucer- Nir J. Lig·ert\vood. 

The Queen's Ring, by L. du Garde P ,2ach ~. 

Catheri ne, Lady Nottingha111 ... Is·.1hel l\1acKay 
Lady Anne ............ ..... ... .... llella l\iJac:I<.e:1zie 
l\!Iaud, Lady Scrope ........ .-: .. • . . 1\ilina 1v1enzies 

' Quee11 E lizabeth ......... . .. ..... . Ilc:len Forsyth 
I,ady l\'lary Cavendish ..... . .. . lVIorag l\iiacL~od 
Serving \\i ornan .. . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. Isobel ()ake;; 

Produccr- l\'1iss F Strachan . 

It Won 't Be a Stylish Marriage, by L. du 
Garde Peache. 

Daisy Bell .. ... , ..... , . .......... ... . l'l'larina Gunn 
~Irs Bell . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. Colleen Ross 
Effie Bell .. . ... . .... .... .. .. ..... Bertine lv1acLean 
l\ilr l\il urgatroyd ... ............ Donald l\!IacAulay 
lviaud, a Co::kney 1naid ......... !v!arjory }dunro 

Prodttcer-lVIr J. Ligert,vood . 

· JEAN :l\!loRRISON, H .G. V. 
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Netball Notes. 
In ()ctohcr 1949 the SchoGl fortned a n111nb::r 

of netball tcan1s and began to play very an1at~ur 
netball. lJndcr the careful · g11 :dance of lvliss 
Calder, ho"·ever, ,vc soon becan1e 1nore con1-
petcnt at the ga1nc, and for1ned ourselves into 
three houses, lVIurray, lVIackay and Nia~do11ald, 
,,·ith an A and 13 tean1 in each,."''Ve··plgyed a 
series of 111atches each day bet,veen the Hou!'es , 
and these helped to iilstil 111ore enthusias111 into 
the tca111s. But incle111ent '\Veather and the 
Higher Leaving Certificafe Exa1ninations held 
up the play for son1e ,veeks, b11t no\v that the 
good ,veather has co1nc, ,ve hope to liave 1nany 
111ore friendly tnatches. · 

('If the three Houses, lVIurrav fiousc has cle
f~nitely sho,,·n itself · to be th~ victor but 011 

' the ,vhole, co111pctition ,vas vei·y strong, and 
the other t,vo hotrses are by no n1eans dis
graced. 

The follo,ving is the score for six n1atches 
played by each tean1, i.e. t,,·elve 111atches for 
each Honse. 

1\'Iurray House . •• • ••••• • ••• • • • 

l\1acdonald House 
iVIackay H ouse .. . .... .. . .... . 

19 points 
10 points 

7 points 

Ar,rcE THO:\lSON, H.G. VI. 

--- ·---

Football Notes. 

The r\caden1y Football seaso-n bzo-an ,vell 
"" this year by the introduction of the House 

"111Iatches ,,·hich enabled the younger pupils .to 
take a greater part in school football. 1.lut o,ving 
to epide111ics before Christ1nas 111anv of the 
gan1es \Vere postponed, and since then \-\'Cather 
c<)11ditions and exa111inatio11s nuide football in1-
possible . 1'he only ga111e this season ,,,as p layed 
against Colspie Secondary School a t Golspie 
\vhere ,ve suffe•red defeat. 

()ne reason for this defeat ,vas that \Ve had 
fielded t\vo or three very young players \-vho 
hacl not played in a tea1n before . But perhaps 
the 1nain trouble ,vas that \\'e did not play foot
hall and too often ,vc resorted to ,vilcl kicking 
clo,vn the field instead of finding one of our o\v11 
tearn ,vith a short accurate pass. The Golspie 

• 

players did not ,vait .for the ball to co1ne to the1n 
as so 1nany of our p layers did ; they passed ac
curately and 1nade the 111ost of their chances. 
'rhus, the lack of understanding bet'\veen our 
players gave the Golspie boys a deserved vic
tory. l 

The Aeade111y Junior Teatn, ho,vever, last 
season succeeded in entering the final of the 
l)ayntcr Cup for the th ird year in succession 
and this tirne ,vinning- it for the first titne by 
defeating Golspie. Both :finalists \Vere again eir
tertaine<l by the General and lVIrs Paynter ,\t 
Snisgil Lodge. 

DONAJ,D lv1ACAUI.AY, H.G. VI 

The Annual Mod. 

The Annual l\fod \\'as held in June 1949 in 
Lairg. The school retained for another year the 
\:Vilson Cup for ()ral Proficiency, the ctip-being 
\von b)'. _Catherine R. l\·IacKay. The following 
con1pet1tors \Vere :,;uccessful :-

Translation from Gaelic to English 
r . {J na ?IIacI,eod. 
2. Peggy l\facLeod. 
3. Catherine Il. Jvlacl{ly. 

Poetry ~eading 
r. Barbara Sutherl :11':i. 
2 . Catriona 1VI·1•.~kent1:. 
3. Peggy lVIacJ,eod. 

. Repe·tition ,, 
' j • r : , I 

2 . Johan 1\1acPherson. 
3. Una l\IacLeod. 

Reading Pros~ 

r. Catherine B. 1VIacI{av. 
2 . Catriona lVIacI{enzie: 

Gaelic Conversation 
l . lv1ina Tu{enzies. 
2. ~ath,<;:r;ine B. 1\!IacKay. 
3. Pegi)r l\facLeod, 

Uua JviacLeod. 

• 

COLLEEN Ross, H.G. V-1 . 
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Sports News. 
.For the second successive year the Dornoch 

1\cade111y tca1n of athletes excelled then1~elves, 
,vhe11 at Golspie last June in the Inter-School 
Sports, they carried off the Clyne llo\vl ,vith a 
total of So points against the runners-up, 
Sutherland Technical School's ,13. 

In beautiful sunshine a large cro\Yd ,vatched 
tea111s co111pete fro111 Golspic, I3rora, Dornoch, 
Hehnsdale, Lairg, Bonar-Bridge and the 
Sutherland Technical School. 

'l'he success of the Acade111y is n1ai11ly due to 
the follo\ving co111petitors :- l\Iairic Grant, 
\ !iolet 1\-Iunro•, Isobel .iVfacleay, l\'larina-(_;unn, 
T3eatrice B'raser, Dennis Bethune, John l\i1ttrray, 
Peter l\1urray, John l\!Iacleod, David l\'{11rray. 

'I'he Acade111y Sports ,vere held i11 the 
l\!Ieaclo,vs })ark on June 28th 1949 under favour
able conditions. ()utstanding perforn1ers in the 
senior sections ,vere :-Sarah :iYiacleod, Isabel 
.l\ilacleay, Ivlarina Gunn, Beatrice Fraser 
(School. Chan1pion) and Mina (}hillie; David 
l\1Inrray (School Cha1npion), Willia111 Parker, 
Peter lviurray, Garry 'l'hon1, John J. Murray 
and Hugh lVIunro. 

In the Pritnary Departtnent J\lfairie Grant and 
Sheena lv1acdonald gave outstanding perfor111-
ances in running ,vhile the folloiving sho\-ved 
considerable pro111ise :-Alistair Iioss, (~ordon 
Currie, Colin lv1acrae, Sandy ~iackay, Derek'. 
Oakes, Gordon Fraser and \Villie 1\!Ielville. 

DONALD }VIACAUJ,AY, H.C. VI. 

---------

Golf. 
The Lle\velyn Hacon Challenge Cup cotnpe

tition took place once again during June 1949, 
and its arrival roused the school to a state bor
dering golf fanaticis111. l3ig and sn1all, golfer 
and \\.-ottlcl-be-golfer, entered their nan1es on the 
sheet, and proceeded to the !.,inks to pnt in a 
spot of practice . The cxciten1ent on the day of 
the dra,v \Vas tre111enclous. The con1petitors 
cro,vded round the Notice 13oard, and any inno
cent spectator ntight have thought the dra,v to 
be for the "()pen Chan1pionship." 

There and then the favourites beca1ne the 
talk of the school, and before the last bell, sev
eral players had been assured of their certain 

victory. (Jut of the nu111erous entries, ho,vever, 
three figures see1ncd to predotninate : Hugh 
ivfunro, it ,,·as felt, ,Yas the 1nost skilful and ex
perienced con1petitor; (;arry Thon1 and Donald 
l3axtor ,vcrc felt to be ahnost as accurate, but 
not so experienced. · 

'l'he contest bega11 on the stated date, and the 
first t\VO rounds \Vent 1\'ithont 1nuch co111111ent, 
except for 'I'ho111's victory over Baxter to the 
tune of 4 a11d 2. The sen1i-final aroused a little 
1nore excite111cnt; ho\\'ever, the se111i-fi11al:sts 
being Hugh ~funro v. John lVIacleod and John 
C~unn V . Garry 'rhotu. 

l\funro disposed of l\1Iaclcod by the surpris
ing 111argin of 6 and 4, and to the chagrin of 
his supporters Thou1 ,vas beaten 4 and 2 by 
(}unn. The final canl'e round at last, and 111a11y 
,rondercd if Gunn could co1nplete his giant
killing and so ,vin the coinpetition; but lVlunro 
1vas just that little bit 111.ore experienced and 
111anaged to beat Gunn by the narro,v 1uargi11 
of 2 and I. r ·,' 

r , 

N1u·1:-:rviuRRAY, H.G. VI. 

A Literary Discovery. 

Great excitetnent \Vas caused in the literary 
,,·orld through the discovery last Wednesday 
by the ctninent J>rofessor Kial! lvioirreach of 
t,,·o hitherto unpublished fi;_agn1ents of Sir 
Francis Bacon and Charles Larnb. The n1anu
.scripts, ,vhich \\ ere discovered lying· under the 
dust of centuries in the ,vindo\v cupboard of 
::-lassroon1 7, had been n1ntilated by the ravages 
of tirne and of rats, but ,ve have been able to 
piece then1 together sufficiently to present this 
priceless treasure to our rea<let:s. 

Bacon thus \Vrites of his rival La1nb: "La111b 
serves for delight, for discon1fort and for irrit
ability. Its chief use for delight is in fields and 
a111ong daisies; for disco1nfort is in groanings 
and agonisings after surfeiting, though Cicero 
saith "cenae quid 111elitts crure agnac,"1 and 
for irritability is in S\-\'otting and preparing for 
exan1i nations. 

To spend too 1nuch titne \Vith I,a1nb resnlteth 
in indigestion; to gaze too long at his frollick
ing revealeth "tnentis inanitas" ;2 to kno,v only 
Latnb spclleth disaster to the scl1olar. 

Sonic Latnb is to be lool{cd at, son1e is to be 



eaten, and one Lan1b is to be silently endured; 
that is, so111e Larnb is to be ad111ired in the 
natural state, so111c is to be S\.\'allo,ved, but not 
in excess; ,,n:1 snn1e fe\r "agnae sern1ones";3 to 
be exa111incd ,,·J:ollv but ,,·ith distaste and dila--toriness. 

Charles, ho\\·cver, ,Yas not a 111an to suffer in 
silence, so he did not snare his rival's •bacon. 
1-Ic d.ccided that it \VUS as ,,·ell to be ,bung for 
a sheep as for a la1ub, so he ,vent the ,vhole hog. 

"()f all the tor111ents for the "111undu .. ; 
scholasticus, ''4 1 ,vil1 n1aintain it to be the rnost 
,,·eariso1nc-' 'princeps pestilentiaru1n.' '5 

f speak not of the "sine qua non " 6 of the 
breakfast table-natural do111panion to the fried 
egg-tl1at of ,rhich Ciceuo said "prandio nil 
111elit1s porco, " 7 but 0£ tliie essayist-that bug
hear of the senior scliolar. 

Bacon-let n!e speak his conde111nation-is 
no less disagreeable' to the appetite than lie is 
indigestible to the ·childish intellect. The s,,·ot 
111ay batten 011 hin1. bttt the dilatory t1nder
standeth not his extren1e logicality. 

His style 1nust be considered. l)ccidedly a 
fC\\' archaistns, dished up ,vith epig-ratns and 
paradoxes, and a 111ild clash of Asvndeton. But 
banish, Dear Re~der, the ,,·hole Baconiau litter. 

Unlike to Addison, he is shrivelled thronp;h
out. No part of hi111 can outdo the other in 
sheer dryness. He stt1ltifieth-as far as his petty 
1neans extendeth-all around . . He is the least 
nutritious of 111e11tal food. He is no pupil's deli
cacy." 

B'oot11otes have been furnished by the ,vell
kno,vn philologist and poet, Dr Don1hnt11I 1\!Iac
J\oidh. 

1 v\7hen housc,vife's in a ja111b, 
f'or an i te111 for the dinner, 

f,et her thin];: of leg of la111h 
i\s a 111cal for any sinner. 

2,\ hlankety blankness of bra:n. 
3Bleatings of Lan1b. 
4Thc brainy spuds. 

5'J'hc pri111e ,,·orst. 
6The ""·hat ,ye've g·otta have." 
7\:\That better to \Yaken to 
Than egg and hacon too? 

T~xtract fron1 "The Bntchers' Quarterly."-
1,iter;iry S11pple1nent. 

1-r. c., vr. 

. 
§ 

The Fiorsinard Sales. 
The naITO\V, dusty road to Forsinard i~ 

hlocked ,vith tall green and ,vine stock-cars out 
, ~ 

of \vhich con1e avalanches of frightened la1nbs. 
lvlen and ,vo1ne11 ,vildly ,vave their ar111s to 
drive thcn1 do,vn the one-\.vay track into grey, 
1ichen-covcred pens, son1e of ,vh:ch are already 
filled ,vith la1nbs that have been ,.valked up 
frou1 the Strath at da,vn. 1'he air is filled 1,vith 
the strong but not unpleasant s1nell of oily 
,rool, of lletrol fro111 faulty tanks in lorries; the 
yclling;,of (;aelic conunands fro111 the hilt shep
l1erds and crofters to black and \vbite colli • 
dogs ,vl10, h(.'!ing 111acle too excited to listen by 
the noise and confusion, bark viciously at· tl1e 
legs of the la111 bs; the sad, be,rilclerecl chorus of 
the la111bs; the constant noise of lorries ancl 
horns blo,,·ing; the dogs fighting ,rith horrible 
snarls antl yelps at each other as they roll over 
and O\'Cr in the dust: bedlatn let loose, it seenis, 
in this quiet spot. 

To-day is , of course, the great day-the day 
of the Forsinard La1ub Sales .• 4:lthough this 
sale ranks next to the Lairg Sale i11 i111porta11ce 
as a one-day sale, it has as its s:::tting a lo11ely 
ha111l-;~, . overs]1ado,,·ed by Ile:nn-a-Griam ; a 
rail\vay' 'station, a lo,v, ratnbling, ,,·hite-,vashed 
hotel and a handful of houses. 

People are 110\\' dra\\'ing in to,,·ards the sale
ring. The auctioneer steps up on a dais in front 
of a rude hut, grey \\'Orn \Vith age, in ,vhich 
t\.vo husi).1ess-like clerks v;ait to note do,vn the 
buyer, seller and ntunber of la111bs sold, and . ' 

after the sale they distribute the ·cheques. The 
sale at ,vhich the Stratb people sell their lan1bs 
is Hantilton's Auction 1'1art, and is kno,vo as 
the "up-sale" ; the "do,vn-sale" is Reith an~ 
Anclerso11's, and to this 111art people froq1 other 
districts bring their latnbs. l\'Ien, \\'0111en a_nd 
children stand round the ring or perch pre!.'ari
ously on th e ,vooden enclosure, " 'hile the fat, 
prosperous-looking buyers sit on rough be1~che, 
inside the ring. S0111e shepherds lean 011 the 
gate, ready to open it ,vhen required, their 
bro,,·11, strong-sn1elling !)ipes cupped in their 
broadJ thick, bronzed hands, and a ,valking
stick hanging over their arms. They are tall 
and broad-shouldered 1ne11 "'earing rough, 



6 J)()R~OCH ~i\CADill\IY 11IAG.t\ZINE_,. 

bro\vn t\veed jackets, corduroy breeches, and 
strong, black boots turned up at the toes for l1ill 
\rear. 'fhcy \Vatch 110\V \\·ith shre\rd, cxperi
.:11ced eyes, as the first 111an enters the ring 
,vith so111e of h is la111bs. He hands a slip of 
paper to the auctioneer ,vho tells the huyers 
\Vhether t he lan1bs are e\ve or ,redder and ho,v 
1nany there are. Bidding is slo\,· at first, but 
soon it goes 111orc quickly. By a flicker of an 
eyelid or the slightest nod of the head these 
111cn indicate that they " ·ant to bu y the la1nbs 
and the eagle eye of the auctioneer sees every 
111ove111ent. ()ne after another, in order of their 
pen nu111bers, the crofters enter the ring, all 
the ,vhile turning the la1nhs round and round, 
and invariably shaking their heads "·i th a " N" o , 
no, they're \\·orth 111ore than that," "·hen bid
ding stops. 

But after a ,vhile the sale g ro\VS 111onotonous 
up here. The voice of the auctioneer, the con
tinnal coining ancl going- of la111hs, do not hold 
a casual onlooker's attention for very long. We 
11111st go do,vn through the yard ,vhich is 110,v 
beco1ning churned ttp by the non-stop flo\~' of 
la1nbs, people and dogs. Another stock car is 
\vaiting t~ unload its precious cargo at the gate, 
so ,ve n1ust ,vait until the- Ja111h::; are penned. 
Do\vn ,ve go by the nat-ro,\·, g rassy path to the 

_hotel. I-Jere t he crofters, having procured a 
good price for their la111bs, taste jovial ity to the 
full, ,vhile Hug hie fill s the fl o\ving bo,vl. So111e
one is giving a slo,v, interrupted rendering of 
"Ivlairi Bhoideach," a violinist is play ing a 
111ore stirring lilt, and then, fro111 another 
corner, \Vitl1 suhli111e disregard for the soloists , 
so1ne rnen break lustily forth into "Beinn 
Dorain." At the ,vide, red-painted door one 
111an is urging another 111ore \\·ary fello,v in and 
,vith little delay both join the reveJlers inside. 
H ere, in the grounds of the hotel, an icc-crea1n 
vendor and a fish and ch ip van, fro1n the chin1-
ney of ,viiich puff_s of black s111oke are issuing, 
a,vait hungry custo1ners. 

All day the voices of the auctioneers have 
been heard; bttt 110\V the sale is nearly over; 
a feeling of \Veariness has taken hold of all. 
The lan1hs, sold to Lo\v]and dealers, go quietly 
to the- trucks ,vai ting at the station . There is 
.iust a11 occasional bark of a dog ; cars and 
lorries cra\vl off slo,vly_. and soon the sounds 
\vill n1elt into the (lnict t,vilig-ht. Rorsinard, by 
nightfall, is deserted and still nncler the shado,v 
of Beinn-a-Gria111. 

}!£AN NIORRTSON, H.G. V. 

---- - ------- --------

A Soliloquy. 
WITH APOLO<ilES TO \V, SHAKESPEARE, ESQ . 

1'o sn1oke, or not to s1nokc: that is the ques-
tion: 

Whether 'tis nobler in the 1nind to suffer 
The ro,vs and ravings of outraged parents, 
()r to 'keep s111oking-, spite their tide of ,vrath, 
r'\ncl so by s1110J.;ing sten1 it. To sn1okc: to puke; 
No 111ore; and by 0~1r puking say \\'C end 
'fhe heart burn and the fearful flatulence 
'l'hat '1'urf' is heir to, ,' tis an ebullition 
Devoutly to be \vished. -'fo s111oke, inhale; 
I nhale; perchance to S\\'allo,v; aye , there's the 

rub· 
. ' 

I•'or in that choking cough \\'hat gasps 111ay 
con1e, ' 

\,Vhen ,vc are filled ,vith' s111oke of 'Caporal 
S1veet ' I 

lVI ust give us pause . . . . . 
'fhus sn1oking doth 111ake <lt\llards of us all, 
1\nd thus the native hue off s:::hoolbt>y's face 
Is sicklied o'er v,;ith pale cast of \\·eed; 
And athletes, fttll of enterprise and l)i th, 
\Vith too 111uch ' Cogent' slink along the track, 
And lose the victor's pal111. Soft you no,v !_ 
'fhc fair Ivliss Bro,vn ! Ny111ph, at thy b usy 

chores 
See not onr stnokc rin,gs rise ! 

l{ODERICK l{OSS, H .G. V. 

A Real Thriller ! 
"SMOKING SIX-SHOOTERS AND 

TWANUINO CA'rAPULTS.·' 

The rud(fy sun ,vas rising in a blazing l)all 
over the eastern horizon and the large cltunps 
of 111esquite tbrc\v long shado,vs over the trail 
,vhich "·ound its tortuous \vay fro111 t he rip
roaring- to,vn of Pullocork to the 111ost dart:!
dcvil of d111Hps in that ,vild and \\·oolly ,rest--
Haveanip. 111 the backgrottnd the tnountains 
rose in a series of forbidding ranges \\'hich 
seen1ed to fill the vast basin ,vith a sinister sense 
of foreboding and expectancy_ 

Suddenly thro\:g11 this vast panora111a of grin1 
and gorgeous beauty ca111e riding at even faster 
pace thau Class V lisping I.,a Fontaine's feeble 
fables three desperadoes \\"hose villainous ap
pearance \\·ould have fro1.en the heart of the 
dangerotts Dan lVIacOre\v _ As they rode pell-
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n1ell do,vn the trail, even the buck rabbit and 
coyote scurried for shelter, for ,vere they not 
these sa1ne three noted desperadoes \Vho, al
though the dice · of luck \\'as loacl-,d against 
thcn1, had by sheer bravado and r~::klcssnes.;; 
pulled off an a111azing nu1nber of hold-ups and 
had crushed the 111orale of the region into pulp? 

No,v they ca111e galloping do\vn the :;nnsct 
trail fitting on blacl{ aud evil-looking Hallo\\·
e'en n1asks., as they crashed cv~r for,vard t(> 
their rendezvous \Vlth their other co111pa111011s 
of the (),vlhoot Trail. Both parties of outla\vs 
\.Vere converging on an extra large clnn1p of 
111csquite \Yhich bordered the l1igh,ray, an<I, us 
their horses loped listlessly along ,vith 111ultled 
hoofbeats a sound broke the eerie silence of the 
l'norn1ng. ,. 

It \Vas the stage coach, as it ca111e thundering 
do,vn the 111ountain trail, like an avalanche let 
loose, gathering 1no111entu111 as it crashed ever 
011,vards to,vards its doo1n. Behind the 1nes
quite clutnp the , bl.lndit leader, Soppy Shoot
e111np, ,vhispered h.i_s .. :final injunctions to his 
ere\\' of deadly desperadoes ,vho by 110,v looked 
like a resplendent 1nilitary arsenal, \Vhat \vith 
,\·ater pistols, pea shooters, pop guns and Soppy 
the chief's favourite \Veapoi1-a catapult. 

Ever on,vards thundered tbe stage coach. 
r:cverishly Soppy and his pards dre,v their 
deadly \\·eapons, the chief fitting a 1narble 011 to 
his <.:atapult ,vith eye defying- s\viftness. 
S,Yiftly he dre,v a bead ou the driver, kn0\\·11 
throughout the locality as Al Cohol. At his 
stentorian co1111nand of "1-Iold vour horses," 
the stage coach sle,ved to an abrupt halt and 
Al Cohol bit t.he dust, as he crashed headlong 
fro111 his box into an extra prickly sage bush. 
S,viftly Soppy ancl his cadaverous cre\V closed 
in for the kill, but 11nagine their surprise to 
find the stage coach e111pty save fol' a large ex
})ensive looking oblong box 1narked "Fragile 
,vith Care." 

Scarcely able to suppress their jubilation the 
bandits let off a fe,v squirts fron1 their \.vater 
pistols for good tneasure, ,vhile Chief Soppy, 
\.vho ,vas by 110\V jun1pi11g up and do,vn ,vith 
exciten1ent, got entangled in the elastic of his 
beloved catapult and ended up up ended. 

Ho,vever, extricating hin1self fro111 the en-
. ' 

tangletnents ,vith a1nazing alacrity, they loaded 
the box on to Soppy's horse and ,vith the 
aforen1entioned riding behind his second-i11-
con1111and Dan Druff, they set off up the golden 
trail to their plastic hide-out, ,vhile fro111 the 
sage bush curses both deep and loud floated up 
into the hun1id at1nospbere, as Al Cohol 1nade 
furious but ineffectual e11deavours to rub off tl1e 

bead dra,vn on hi1T1 by Soppy and extricate 
hi111self fro111 his adverse surroundings. 

()n their arrival at their secret prefab. in 
Catapult Copse, the ro,vc_1y roughnecks set 
Jbout opening the 1nysterious box. Seizing a 
rnsty nail hanging like the S\\'Ord of Da111ocles 
fron1 Dan I)ruff's red roan's ,rell-,vorn iroi1 
;hoe and fro111 Soppy's saddle bag a broken 
pen-knife \\'ith 1vhich he ,vas 1vont to pare his 
nails, this \\·a:; soon effected, and i111agine their 
surprise \\. hen . . . . . '· 

(A special boohy prize \Vill be a,vardcd in our 
next n1agazine to the reader sending in the 
\VOrst ending. i\.ge, Stupidity and l\iiis-related 
fJarticiplcs taken into considerations.) 

En Y u cATION, H.G. V. 

"The Literary Society." 

With apologies to \V. S. <Hibert. 

\.Vhcn a Rector's not engaged in his e1nploy-
n1ent, 

Or 111aturing his scholastic little plans ! 
His capacity for innocent cnjoytncnt 
Is just as great as any other n1an's. 
()ur society \.Vith objects literary 
lVfeets on Friday night at seven of the clock, 
So he's there to see \Ve do not get contrary, 
t\ncl to keep a \\·atchful eye upon his flock. 

~Then our English teacher's finished 111arking 
papers, 

1-\nd a \\·eek-end is ahead of her once 111ore, 
She is al \vays keen to help us in our capers 
And assistJ in bringing Dratna to the fore. 
()f the histriouic art she is a 111aster, 
1\nd she coaches us in ,vords and actions too, 
So bet,vecn the111 both they keep us fron1 

disaster 
Which ca11 happen \\·hen you're slo\v to take a 

cue. 

But our efforts aren't confined alone to acting, 
i\ncl \\'e'vc other interests taking up _our tin1e, 
For debates \\'e often find to he exacting, 
If ridiculous or possibly st1bli111e. 
So 1vith quizzes and ,vith talks on sundry 

n1atters 
We are al,vays fully occupied you'll :find, 
But don't think ,vc've got too 111uch on our 

l)latters, 
}'or our 1notto's "Healthy body and sound. 

111ind." 
!SAllEL 1VIACl(AY, H.G. VI. 



An Apology for Idleness. 

When it \\·as decreed that I 111ust \\-rite this 
apology, I could not help ,,·r;1J(1cring \\·hc:th.1::r 
there -..vas a little irony bchi..1d ,i:'-' edict. \\1as l 
1norc cornpetent to do so than a;1yone else in 
the class? Had I i11ore e xperience of the sub
ject? l\'Iy efforts to dispel tlus Ull\\'(Jrthy thonghl 
,,·ere baulked bv unbidden 11H.:111orics \\·hich 
rose up in 111y 111ind, 111c111oril:!s of the blissful 
hours I had spent behintl illy book of "Signifi
cant Events in History," \\·ith __ a beatifically 
blank 111ind; of the horror l had felt, \\'hen th-.: 
clock struck the 111iclnight hour, re1ninding 111e 
that 1ny History c.~a1ni11atio11 ,, r.s one day 
nearer and that 1 had not 111e111orizecl one sig
nificant event. Ho,rever, I soothed 111y troubled 
conscience by counting those l already kne,,· 
and called it a good nig ht's ,rork. 'fhe 1nc111-
ories of 111y e-laborate self-aJJolcgisings 1nade 1ne 
realise ,vith u start, that, even then I n1ight 
have con1forted 111yself ,vith the kno\\·ledge that 
l \\'as not yet a hardened sinner, that l s till had 
a conscience to soothe. But as ti1ne ,vent on, as 
111y 1nind becan1e 1nore and 1nore dortnaut 
nuder the increasing influence of idieness-o,nc 
of the beauties of this habit is that although it 
is a good one, it needs 110 laborious cultivation 
as good habits usually do, but gr,)\Vs ;: s quickly 
as . ,vceds do in a garden-even the effort of 
apologising to 111ysclf beca111c too g rcal for 111c. 

As I re111en1berecl all these things, I sa,v that 
tny conversion '\\'as cornp1ete, and that I ,,·as 
ready to take up ar111s on behalf of idleness. 

.f'irstly, I n1ust in1press upon y-(n1 that idle
ness is not a vice. It is a fine art; it is ahnost an 
occupation. Surely it takes great inner re
sources, great strength of 111i11cl to do nothing, 
to <lrea111 a,vay the hours. Picture the hard
headed business tnan ,vho has spent his life in a . 
feverish race for ,,·ealth suddenly stripped of 
all the things 111ost dear to hin1-his account:-;, ' . 

his ledgers, his reacly-reckoncrs-3ncl left to h:s 
O\Vn resources in the 111iddlc of a. desert. \Vhat 
\vill he think about? No,v picture your idler in 
the sa111e circtunstances. What does h e care for 
the lack of accustotnecl surroundings and every
day things? His 111ind has risen ahove the dull 
and ordinary affairs of life; he can lie clo\\'11 and 
gaze up at the sky and people his castles in the 
air ,vith perfect beings. H e is quite at ho1ne. 

Again, this art, this occupation is surely the 
· 111ost catholic, the 111ost cou1prehensivc of a11 
arts and occupations. Co111pare it ,vith 1\'[athe-

111atics and the hu111anities. Ho,v 111any ad
vanced 1nathe1naticians realise that there are 
vast fields to be conquered in the reahns of 
Literature? Ho\r 111a11v learned schclars of the 
hu111a11itics can tell a ;ct-square fron1 a pair of 
con1passcs? 1'hcse nien live and die under the 
i111pression that the ,,·orld is con1posed of 
:;(1ttarcs and cubes and irregular serui-deponcnt 
verbs. J\lcan,vhile your idler, " ·ho has neither 
the \Vish nor the energy to concentr:;te on any 
subj ect, secs then1 all as they arc ; he stands at 
the ,vindo\\· and \\'Hiches the ,,·orld going past. 
1-lis creed can he sun11ned ttp in the ,,ords: 

" vVhat is thi:-; life , if fu ll of care, 
\'\Tc have no ti111e to stand and stare." 

CATI-IERINli lvlACI.EOD, H.(;. Vl. 

~, Excelsior." 

'fhc first red streak of early da,vn 
Sees I{hoderick stride forth to the la,vn, 
With bagpipes ready for the fray : 
And this his. first ,vord for the day : 

-" Excelsior ! " 
Scarce heard, a faint thin ,vail first ca1ne, 
()f 111usic hardly \\'Orth the na111e, 
'l'hcn lo~tder squeak and babbling groan, 
1\nd s till the piper chanted 011. 

- "Exce1sior !" 
'l'he "\,Voodland's' life began to stir, 
I•'ro111 Ollt the leaves the birds "go 1\'hirr ," 
Y ct still the bard ,vith tncn:;nred pace, 
Stri vcs for his goal (Jui te pi ti less. 

-"Excelsior!" 

.-\ncl 110\\· through :-;leeping 13ishopfield 
l'hc gn)\\"ing- tnusic slo,vly pealed, 
The sleepers \\'ake fro111 one nightn1are 
In to another. Does he care? 

- " Excelsior ! " 

The gro"·ing crash of sound srrreads ,vide, 
Engulfs the city in its stride, · 
And slo1vly ,vafts to Littleto,vn, 
Still chants he, 111arching up and do\\·n 

- "Jixcelsior ! " 
No\\· co1nes the tune in earnest blast, 
Pibrochs slo,v and strathspeys fast. 
1-\ piper this? Perhaps, ,vho kno,vs, 
110,,· fan1ous ,vill be Rhoderick's blo,vs. 

-" Excelsior ! " 
"AN .i\.Dl\fIRHR," I:I.G. IV. 

' 
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f mpressions of a New Life. 

Like Charles La1nb 1 a111 naturally shy of 
novelties ; perhaps I a.111 too indolent, too 
attached to the one place, to 1ny old friends 
and n1y oivtt lazy habits. "l\'Iy household gods 
had planted a terrible fixed foo~, and ,vere not 
to be uprooted \Vithout bloodshed." Thus it \Vas 

' .. 
,vith indignation that I \Vas co1npelled to leave 
tire easy-paced existence to ,vhich I had gro,vn 
accustonied to take up residence for one year 
in a Boys' flostel- i1111nediately I anticipated 
a kind of Bastille-and to attend an 1-\cade111y- 
the austere ,vord :;01ne,vhat repelled 111e. 

Grudgingly 011 a genial August llOOll, uncler 
a s\veltering sky, I reached 111y destination at 
the end of a g100111y, \vood, but the reality rather 
:;nrprised 1ne. lt ,vas a large 111odern bouse, 
,vhite-,,,alled, ,vith bro,vnish slated roof and 
looking out to sea. The inside, though I a111 no 
connoisseur in art, ,vas also decidedly attract
ive. 

I soon beca111e reconciled to the routine of a 
ne\v school, but it took longer to gro,v accus
ton1ed to life in a hostel_ For the first day or 
t,vo I felt over\vhehned by certain ne\v duties; 
and, being of a lethargic nature, I found it hard 
to rise at 7 a.111. to the sunnnons of a sl1rieking 
,vhistle, to s,veep 1ny roo1n, to tnake 1ny o,vn 
bed (,vhich by the ,vay ,vas not fashioned for 
111y lengthy lirnbs) , to set tables for breakfast, 
to bn1sh 1ny o\vn shoes and t9- ,vash dishes, 
duties \vhich I bad once considered ,vere the 
glory and privilege of the ,veaker sex-surely 
I ,vas being tutored for a future bachelordo111-
then, in addition, to assnn1e the austere role of 
a prefect and becotne a shining exarnple of pro
ficiency to the younger fry. 

A year has 110,v ahnost passed, and soon I 
shall 110 longer be a prefect. Perhaps I ,valk 
to-day ,vith a 111ore dignified air. I tnay have 
gro\vn into gentility perceptibly. Certainly l 
have shaken off d1tll sloth; but alvvays, up to a 
point I have found the chains of discipline 
son1e,vhat irkso111e. To-111orro\v I atn bound ''to 
fresh fields and pastures ne,v" ; yet there, too, 
I expect I shall not be allov,ed to roan1 to 1ny 
delirrht 1:iut tethered once tnore bv son1e chain. 

~ ' .J 

Ross NfACDONALD, H.G. VI. 

Impressions of the Truly Great 
(H.G. V and VI.) 

Fore\\·ord-"\.Ve fe\V, ,ve happy fe,v, ,ve band of 
brothers.'' (Shakespeare) 

R-ss M-cd-n-ld 
" Fres11 as a bridegroon1; and his chin, 11e,v 

reap'd -
Sho,ved like a stubble land at harvest honte." 

(Shakespeare) 

R-d-r-ck R-ss 
"Great ,vits are sure to 111adness near allied." 

(Dryden) 
~s-b-1 M-cK--

" I a111 the very pink of courtesy." 
(Shakespearei 

P-tr-c-a Ph--ps 
" Her voice ,vas ever soft 

Gentle, and lo,v, an excellent thing i-n 
\vo111an_ '' (Shakespeare) 

N--1 Murr-y 
"I a 111 not in the roll of conunon 111en." 

(Shakespeare) 

H-1-n F-r-y-h 
"What charrn cau soothe her tnelancholy ?" 

(Golds1nith) 

T-mmy M-rr-y 
"Eternal s1niles his e111ptiness betray." 

(Pope) 

M-rj-ry M-nr-
" Look, \\·here 

conies." 

J--n M-rr-s-n 

the youngest ,vren of nine 
(Shakespeare) 

" Here conies the lady-0, so light a foot 
\'Till ne'er ,vear out the everlasting flint!" 

(Shakespeare) 
D-n-ltl M-e--1-y 

"The 1112n that blushes is not quite a brute." 
(Young) 

C-th-r-n- M-cl--d 
''l'rouder than rustling in t111paid-for silk." 

(Shakespeare) 
0-n-ld M-ck-y 

"1\ll hell broke loose." 
(Milton) 
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C-11--n ij-ss 
"She never told her love. 1 ' 

(Shakespear.') 

M-r-g l\t-cl--d 
"Who111 neither shape of auger can dis1nay , 

Nor thought of tender happiness betray.'· 
l \~l ords,,·orthj 

H-gh M-nr-
" He 11evcr says a foolish thing 

l . " ()r ever c ocs a ,,·1se one. 
(l{ochcster; 

Al-ck M-rr-y 
"'!'he fool of nature stood \\'ith stupid eyes 
"1\11d gaping 111outh, that te,.tified surprise." 

(Dryde'n) 

Al-c- Th-ms-n 
'"I'he ,von1an that deliberates is lost." 

(Addison) 

S-ndy ~-cr-e 
" Shall I, ,vasting in despair, 

Die because a ,von1an's fair?" 
(Wither} 

C-1-n M-ck-nz--
" () n1y Luve's like a red red rose 

1 'hat's ne,v y sprung 111 . unc. · 1 . J " 
(Burn;;, 

Thoughts on the National Mod. 

The National l\ilod of 1\11 Con1u1111 G;1idheal
ach is 110,v a firnily established feature of the 
Scottish National life. The \vo,rd "1nod" is the 
(.~aelic ,vord for "111ecting," and the Kational 
lVIod is attended by people not only frotn all 
parts of Scotland, but fro111 Highland con1111un
ities in n1any parts of the . ,vorld. It has co111e to 
be universally recognised. It is, indeed, the 
National l\1od. 

I attended t\vo National I\iiods, one at Glas
gow, and the other at Inverness, but the one 
\\·i1ich re111ai11s fore111ost in 111y 111e111ory is the 
N atio11al l\ilod at Inverness held in ()ctobcr 
1949, ,vhere I \\'as not only a co111petitor, but a 
sJJectator. It ,vas indeed a great occasion for 

111e, and left 111e these so111c\,·liat scaltered i111-
prcss1ons. 

Evcry,vhcre in 1.hc oltl 1-iigltlaucl Capital 
Lhere is a flash of colour : the green, yello,v :.nd 
r ed of the kilts contrasting \\ ith the \\'liitc of 
the children 's blouses; the long striped 1,easant 
skirts and dark sha,vls of the Storno\\·ay choir 
i11 their action song; young and old 1·ushing 
fro111 one con1petition hall to another; a stal
\\·art Highlander carrying his bagpipes. f~t on~ 
corner outsidc a hall the Storno\vay junicr 
choirs stand practising the ,,·ords of their songs 
in their soft lilting voices; at another corner 
the (;lasgo,v junior choirs doing the sa111c; 11ot 
as the "lcodha;;aich," ho,vever, but in very 
"l~nglified" (~aelic. 

Gaelic is heard cvcry,vhcre. ()n the co111peti
tion platfor111s 111en and \\·otnen are singing 
(;aclic songs; in the :,nnaller hall:; queues of 
children arc being catechised in the labyrinths 
of C~aelic spelling; in the hotels the \\·aitrcss 
"·ill take her orde rs in (;aelic; even the police-
111an 011 his beat is probably a Gaelic speaking 
Highlander, ,vho has ari'angecl ,rith his (3aelic 
speaking Chief Constable that h~ shall be on 
duty at the l\!Iocl that ,veek. Inside the hotels, 
too, there is g reat rejoicing aud 11:t:rr11nc:Bl; anJ 
fro111 the open \Vindo\\·s the sh)\\' uninterrupt:::d 
strains of "l\:fo Dhachaidh" r; r "Cruachan
beann" reach the ears of the passers-by. 

I never had the privilege of attending the 
1nost in1pressive cere111011y o.f all of the ,veek
'"l'he Cro,vning of the l{ard" \\·hen the Gaelic 
"Invocation" is sung by 1uassc:d choirs. 'fhc:re, 
I a111 told, is revealed the highest cxpr<.:ssion 
of Gaelic spirit; hut 111y visit to the 1\'ational 
l\'Iod has 111ade 111e vividly realise that the 
language and spirit of the (~acl ( de:s11ite the f:1ct 
that fe\ver people speak Gaelic t_!>-day) is still 
as fresh as ever. For 111c, one of 1ny greatest 
regrets is that I do not speak Gaelic fluently, 
but 111y a111bition is that one day I n1ay 111aster 
that Celtic tongue ,,·hich surpasses all others in 
richnc:;s and beauty. We, in the Highlands of 
Scotland, should not be content to hear people 
say that the Gaelic language is dying out in 
S ntherland and the North. ~ Te should beg in to 
do so1nething about the 111atter, and once 111ore 
bcco111e the Highlanders of by-gone days, ,vho 
,,,ere proud to speak their native tongue. Then 
\vhen asked if \Ve can speak Gaelic, ,ve shall 
not shan1efully reply "Chan'eil" but proudly 
ans\\·cr "'I'ha n-u leoir " • t t O • 

I . J. l\1fATHl~SON,, H.G. IV. 

\ 
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In Praise of Class Illa. 

'vVhen you visit our Acadetny, 
1'o you ,ve truly say 

'rhaL all its brains and energy 
L\.rc found in Class 1111\. 

,\t English the)' arc \Vonderful, 
V ou kno\\· by their blank looks; 

llut really 'tis a 111iraclc, 
\Vhen all have brought their bool(s. 

' 

i\nd French they speak "full fetishly," 
Their ,vords you cannot tell ; 

llttt they tell you quite happily 
"Nous parlous f'rench tres \Vell." 

ln Latin all arc brilliant 
Except \\·hen , thev are sinners; 

' . 
To sec thc111 you think ''audiant," 

But they drea111 of their dinners. 

In Science, History, (.~eography, 
In kno\vl~dge they excel ; 

Just ask then, \\·ho ,vas Wellesley; 
He 1nade the Daniell Cell. 

Listen to the111 at singing ti111e, 
'A1hen each one "has a go"; 

1'hey look so si111ple a11d sublin1e, 
\Vhcn they can hit high Doh. 

i\nd no,-v for Art and (~eon1ctry, 
'!'hey see no sense in graphs; 

1\11 artist's nan1e's a 111ystery 
They say "Pythagoras." 

.1.\.t drill they play so n1errily, 
And vault the horse ,vith grace; 

i\ncl .so111e can 1nost cleverly 
Outstrip the "laird'' in pace. 

So ,vhcn yon leave our class behind, 
I'n1 sure you \\·ill agree 

1\ fa1nous future's in your 1ni11d 
For each one in Class III. 

-~- SARAI-I lv1Acc.~oo, H.(-:. IIIA . 
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The Burning of Dornoch Cathedral, 

'!'he late Autn111n t,vilight falls softly over 
Dornoch. Silence hangs over all ·the 1nello\\· 
building-s and in the old churchyard the gravc
:,tones arc just visible in the gathering shado\\·;;. 
1\n 01vl hoots eerily, a gentle sigh of ,vind 
shakes the trees and nil is silent again. I3ut far 
in the distance I hear faint sounds and cries. 
Nearer and nearer ruu1bles the ~oun<l- I hear 
the \\'ail of bagpipes, the clashing- of steel, and 
,vi!d, inhtunan shouts. llut \vho are these ,vild 
H ighlanders ,vith their long, unruly hair and 
their shaggy beards? '!'hey arc the ,vild :tviac
kays of Strathnaver, ,vho arc trying to take the 
to\vn unopposed. But the :tvlurray:; are 111arch
ing against the attackers in defence of their 
hon1e to,.,·n; the thunder of feet gTo,vs louder, 
the pibrochs beco111c shriller, and the noise in
creases, as the t\\·o forces surge 1nadly to,vatd:-: 
each other, shouting their battle cries and 
brandishing their · clayn1ores. 'rhcy have 111et ! 
'l'he t1vo forces rush to,vards the cathedral and 
the desperate struggle begins. The air is filled 
,vith the 111oans and groans of the \VOunded and 
the dying, and the loud curses of the clansrnen. 
Within the cathedral and ,vithout tlie icarfttl 
battle rages fierce and furious for a long titne. 
No,v, I can see \Visps of s111oke floating out of 
the cathedral and being ,vaftcd UJ)\vards . 

• 
Streaks of f1a111e are 110,v appearing·; they arc 
s,velling, and no\v they are leaping far up into 
the gloo111. In the glo,v, I can see the road,vay 
strC\\'11 \rith the bodies of \\'Otlnded and dying 
Highlanders, their faces bloody, their hands 
still clutching their clay111ores. Parts of the
\\·alls arc . beginning to collapse, and there are 
heaps of rubble and broken glass in the road
,vay. But the cathedral still stands. 

• 

Gradually the sounds of battle gro\v fainter, 
the flan1es di111111er, and at last the vision fades 
altogether; and I find 111yself look~ng up at the 
old cathedral standing there iu the t,vilight, 
111ajestic, heautiful, and as al,vays, invincible. 

ANNE l.\'IUNRO, H.G_ IIIA. 
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The Sitti11g of Exams O ! 

It fell about the encl of ter111, 
And a grey ti111c it ,vas then ( ) ! 

When ,ve poor souls had exa111s. to sit, 
l\nd ,vc started on the pen () ! 

'l'he 'drat1ghts blc,,· cold fro111 roo111 to roo111, 
()f brains there ,vas a lack () ! 

;\'lore \'.'in~ry stor111s o'er o:1r heads \Vill burst, 
\.Vhen papers ,vc get hack (') ! 

llut our troubles arc not ended there, 
For our records ,ve'vc to get (.) ! 

:\nd then ,,·e're shaking o'er \\'ith fear, 
But n1other savs, "you'll do better yet()!" 

CI·IRISTEEN CLARKH, H.G. In. 

A Story. 
\Vhen \\'e ' look at a 111ap of Scotland, \Ve can 

sec a tongue of land belonging to R.oss-sh:re 
,vhich juts up into Sutherland. A very curious 
story is told about this piece of land 1;vhieh \vas 
once the object of a fend bet\\'Cen the old High
land lairds. 

'fhese lairds ,vere al 1vays quarrelling about 
the extent of their territory, and it so happened · 
that the_ lairds of l~oss-shire and Sutherland 
disagreed about the boundary line. \:\Then they 
failed to settle the 111atter bet,veen the111selves 
'they decided to ask the oldest inhabitant of the 
t,vo counties ,vhere the boundary line had been 
in days of old. These lairds and the ol,l 
"bodach" decided to 111eet 011 a certain day at 
this place ,vhich is a fc\,. 111iles fro111 the s1nall 
village of Elphin. 

Several days before the 1neeting the Ross
shire laird had a talk ,vith the ofcl 111an and 
bribed hint to say that the boundary line ran 
do\vn by a burn, this giving l{oss~shire n1ore 
land. The old nvin, \vho ,v·as a God-fearing 
111an., ,vas reluctant to accept the bribe but the 

· 1ust for n1011ey overcan1e· all his scruples. 
\'i'hcn the day arrived, the "bodach" filled 

his boots ,vith Iioss-shire ground and, standing 
on the bank of the burn, S\\'ore he ,,·as standing 
on Ross-shire soil. 

The 111an's deceit \Vas not knO\\'n for several 
years, until on his deathbed he confessed to his 
\vickecl deed. 

The lin:e has never been changed, and 110,v 

• 

this place is 'Nell kno,vn to fishers fron1 south
erri Scotland and England. 1\11 hotel stands on 
the Sutherland side of the burn, \\'hich is 110,v 
na111ed i\ltnagialgach, 1neaning the burn of the 
deceiver. 

SHEENA l\'IACLUOD, H.G. IA. 

A Rabbit's Day. 
I a,voke one 111orning in 111y burro\v 
Ji'ull of joy and free fro1n sorro,v. ' 
()ut of the de,1· covered field I ran, 
I \\·as ever so happy and feared no 111an. 
11or Sunnner had cotne back to the glen, 
And the sun shone do,vn on each But and Ben, 
Pri111roses ,vere ,vhcre they \vcren't before, 
Co\vslips and daisies and n1any 111ore. 
The birds \VCre back in their su111111er nests, 
And the young birds ,vere having their flying 

tests. 
The notes of the cuckoo and ~ongs of the thrush 
Can1e to n1e fro111 a distant bush. 
l\fy Sununer's day ,vas full of gladness, 
Gone ,vas the ,vinter of grief and sadness. 
At length ,vhen the sun ,vent do,vn to rest, 
t\nd birds \Vere .chirping in their nests, 
I ran .a,vay back to 111y burro,v ho111e; 
()n the next lovely day again I ,,·ill roa111, 
Back in the nclds and do,,·n in the glen, 
\Vherc the flo,vers arc so s,vcct in the !:lun and . 

rain. 

ELIZAB.H'rH LEVACK, H.(~. IA. 

History Re-Viewed. 

1946 -Bunions' Re-peel of the Corn Pa,vs. 
1949-50-'fhe "Nor111an" Conquest. 
1950 -1\holition of Rationing by N. O. 

1951 
1952 

1954 
r956 

1960 
]978 
1978 

Poyntz. 
- D 11\iry's Bill of Wrights. 
-Pastnrisation of Fair,vays by T. T. 

Co,vc. 
-'freatise on Honie Rule by Hen Peck. 
-R•eflections on Con1plete Revolutions 

by Jay See Ell .. 
-Une Tante Corcliale by Charley. 
- D. I. Vorce's Treaty of Wed l\.fore. 
-Publication of Classical Ballads bv 

"Nuts in May." • 

"ZERO." 

' 
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A Sea Voyage. 

The lVIinch is supposed to be the stor111iest 
part of the sea around Scotland. I an1 going 
to tell yot~ about a voyage across the .Nli11ch. 

After co111ing off the train at the Kyle of 
Lochalsh, ,ve ,vent along to the pier. It ,vas 
about seven o'clock 011 a day at the beginning 
of i\ugust. 1'he sun ,vas setting ,vith a red 
lurid glo,v and i11 the harbour it ,vas verv 
cahn. Nothing save the squeaks of a cran~ 
b,roke the silence. 

We clirnbed up the gang,vay ou to the boµt 
,vhich ,vas called the "Loch lVIore." I ,vent 
very early to 111y cabin that night as I ,vas very 
tired. . 

At six o'clock next morning I ,vas a,vake11ed 
by the boat's horn to find 111yself being tossed 
abo11t in 111y bunk as the sea ,vas very stor111y. 
I quickly dressed and went out on to the 
second deck ,vhere I Jound 111y father ,vaiting 
for nte. It ,vas raining ·heavily. The seagulls 
,vere flying about, probably for scraps thro,vn 
fro111 the ship. 

'l'here ,vas no land in sight except for a fe,v 
far-a,vay islands until \Ve ca111e to Scalpy. 
Breakfast bell rang at eight. After finishing 
1ny brea.kfast, I ,vent •Out on to the second deck 
alone. t\t the stern of the ship there \Vas a 
U11ion Jack ·flying. Along near the bo,v of the 
ship there \Vas the eugine room. In it ,vere 
great pistons, huge hoilers., rnassive springs 
and co111passes. Out 011 the bo,v there \Vas u. 
bridge on \Vhi,ch there \Vas a steering ,vheel. 
In front of the bridge there ,vas the hold. 

'I'he sun ,vas co111ing out 110\V, therefore I 
decided to go up to the top deck. The seagulls 
and gannets ,vere flying about. Getting tired 
of being on the top deck 1 ,vent do\vn to the 
second deck ,vhere I heard \Ve ,vere near 
Tarbert, Harris. '!'here furniture, boxes, 
barrels and 111any other things \vere bei11g 
loaded into the ship's hold \Vith the aid of a 
stnall crane. 

}\bout three o'clock ,ve catne to Leverbnrgh 
,vhere ,ve anchored. The ,vater ,vas too 
shallow for us to go in, so a ro,ving boat had 
to co111e ont "'ith 111ails and such lik•c. 

,:\t four o'clock ,ve sighted l,och1naddy pier 
in the distance, and a quarter of an hour later 
,ve landed there. · 

-
ANGUS GrLI,IES, .H.G. In. 

·r t1e Seasons. 

D«ffodils beneath the hill 
Whisper in the ,vind so chill, 
Sunshine sparkles on the rill. 

Spring is her~ ! 
i\Iany are the flo,vers in bloon1 

I 

'I'he clay is hot, the n1onth is June; 
Children lllay 111 the dazzling noon. 

Stunn1er is here ! 

Golden corn \Vith poppies red, 
Apples on the ground are spread, 
No,v the rustling leaves are dead. 

}\ utun1n is here! · 

Cold the air and clear the night, 
Peaceful sno,v glea111s soft and \Vhite, 
1\ silent \V'Orld by pale n1oonlight. 

\Vinter is here ! 

BARBARA SU1'HERJ,AND, l-1.G. IIIA. 

My Trip to Sweden~ 

'fhe trouble ,vith ,vriting this t;rticle is not 
so 11111ch "\Vhat can I say?" as "What ,vill I 
say?" So tnany incidents of the trip flood to 
n1y mind that it is difficttlt to pick ottt those 
most suited to fill 111y short sp2ce. There are 
tny i1npressions of the country itself (sucl1 as 
the general cleanli11ess of the country and the 
abundance of food) ; and again the little in
cidents (s11ch as the ,-\111erican lady ,vho 
,vanted to k110,v ,vhat-if anything-Scotsmen 
,vear under their kilts, and the black eye I col
lected playing football). 

One of the 111ost pro1ninent features of 
S,vedish life to a visitor fro1n dollar-starved 
Britain is the extensive "/\mericanisation." 
i\.n1erican cars \Vere to be seen every .. vhere, 
An1erica11 goods ,vere in all the shops, ,vhilc 
1\n1erican clothes ,verc ,generally \VOrn. An
other outstanding aspect of S,vedish life is the 
\Vi despread use of electricity. Tl1e rail'vvays are 
nhnost entirely run by electricity and this 
cuts out gr·111e and smoke. vvhile i:t increases 
speed ,i nd acceleration. 

The laniuage did not prese11t much diffi
culty to us, as nearly everyone spoke English. 
Even s111all boys spoke English (up to a point), 
as ,vc fou11d at a children's holida.y catnp that 

- .. 

• 

• 
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,ve visited. The trouble ,vas that non-English 
speaking people kept cropping up at the 1nost 
unexpected 1110111ents. On one occasion, after 
,ve had bec11 in S\veden for about a ,veek, and 
I ,vas convinced that everyone in S\veden 
spoke English, I \.vent into a shop and asked 
for a hat. The girl behind the counter, after 
several futile attetnpts at sign-language, said 
"Sprcehen Sie Deutsch ?"-,vhich I did not. 
I then produced the dictionary, and by indica
ting the appropriate ,vord, n1anaged to convey 
n1y n1eaning to her. She then indicated an
other departn1e11t (I \Vas at the stockin,g 
co\lnter, ladies' depart111ent) ,vhere I found 
another girl. \Vell, I ,vasn't going to 1uake 
the sa111e 111istake tv.rice-oh, no! This tin1c 
[ produced the dictionary itnrnediately and 
pointed out the ,vord. The response ,vas in1-
n1ediate--"Oh ! you ,vant a 1u:.t !"-in 11erfect 
Engli!;h. 

Tl1e greater part of our stay in S,veden was 
at Stockholm-a n1ost amazing city. It is built 
011 islands, the result being, that if you ,vant 
to go some,vhere, you n1ust al1nost invariably 
make a ,vide detour, via the appropriate 
bridges, to get there. There is a sort of ,vat~r
bus service, and also tram-cars, but ,ve still 
had to do a lot of ,valking, and the ,veather 

\Vas the hottest I have ever experienced. The 
trarn-cars are rather different fro111 the usual 
type in this country, being single-deckers, 
running in chains of up to three_ 'I'here is a 
driver in the front trarn and a conductor in 
each of the others, ,vhich arc pulled by the 
one \\•ith the drive,-. There is no "Pass right 
do,vn the car, please!" or "No standing on the 
platforn1 !" .:-\s a matter of fact, you can hang 
on to the outside, or sit on the roof, for all 
the conductor cares. · 

,Stockholtu is the cleanest city I have ever 
seen. I believe the streets are con1pletely s,vept 
every day, ,vhilc the absence of sn1oke (due 
to the use of electricity) fron1 factory chin1-
neys lets the buildings retain their " schoolgirl 
contplexions." 

The ,vhole trip ,vas a 111ost e11joyable experi
ence. ..\ltogether ,ve \Vere in S,veden about 
eleven days, and spent a day and t,vo nights 
on the boat each ,vav. 'I'here ,vere fifteen of • 
us altogether in the party, and I think it "'ould 
be true to say that "a good tiiue ,vas had 
by all." 

JOHN l\1ACI,EOD (Fortner Pupil), 
I~r, EDINBURGH. 

--·-----·-

I have a little brother; his na111e is Hugh, 
On his next birthday he'll be t,vo, 
Someti1nes he's good and son1cti111es he's bad, 
But he's the best little brother I've ever had. 

BARRI E lVlACLEAN (Age 6). 

I like my milk for supper 
I like to drink it up 

'fhere is such a pretty fairy 
At the botton1 of tny cup. 

PAT 11'1AcDONAI,D (Age 6) . 

MY PET LAl\1B 

I have a little pet lan1b 
With. a spot above its tail, 

It drinks out of a bottle 
That's ho\v it is so tan1e. 

WI!,LIAlI A. GORDON (Age 6½) 

MY PET 

I. have a little pet, 
It is a pussy cat, 

It's coat is nice and soft and \V2r1n, 
i\nd it is all black. 

l\1ARY LF;\VIS (Age 6)_ 

I have a little garden 
Where the daffodils gro,v 

1'heir lovely golden heads 
Make a very pretty sho,\'. 

FREDA KING (Age 6¼). 

When I \Vas in London last year ,vith 
Mu1n111y I sa,v lots of things. One- day \Ve ,vent 
to the Zoo. There were lions, tigers and other 
,~,ild anin1als in cages_ I got a ride on a ca111el. 
I had to hold on to the carnel's hump_ Then 
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I got a ride on a lovely pony. Ho\.v l)ig the 
elephants \Vere, and \Vl1at a lot of food they 
ate! But the n1onkeys ,vere the funniest of all. 
\;\Te stood for a long tirne \vatching the very 
funny things they did. Oh! the snakes \Vere 
horrid I \vould not like to sec one on the road 
here. 

ANNE MACLEOD (Age 6). 

JACKIE 

I have a dog called Jackie 
His coat is black and white, 

He loves to play with Rhoda 
And \Vas never known to bite. 

RONALD FRASER (Age 5). 

RORY 
I had a lan1b called Rory 

His coat ,vas very \vhitc, 
To end 1ny little story 

He disappeared one night. 

RHODA FRASER {Age 5). 

I have a little black and ~,hite dog. His 
na1ne is Teddy. I called hin1 Teddy because 
\Vhen he ,vas a puppy he looked so like a teddy 
bear. E:1ch 1norning I fetch him from l1is shed . 
and have a game ,vith hin1 before -go,ing to 
school. He likes to play hall and ,ve l1ave Jots 
of fun together. 

JOHN l\1lUIR (Age 7). 

I like going to school 
I travel by bus 
I like n1y dinner 
And my teacher 
Although sh~ 111akes an a\vful fuss. 

lSOBEr, FRASER. (Age 6). 

VISITING THE ZOO 

One Saturday 1norning I \Vent to the Zoo 
I savv •a camel, a giraffe and a kangaroo, 
Fishes, birds and butterflies, 
i\nd a dear little 1nonkcy too. 

JEAN BURNS (Age 7). 

I have a little doggie 
She ·is very fond of n1e, 

For I give her little titbits 
\Vhen \VC arc at our tea. 

She is a clever little dog 
I Jove to make her beg, 

I hold a chocolate S\veetie up 
Then she \Vags her t\vo front legs. 

JAl\'!F,S BEGG (Age 6). 

I had a little dog 
His 11a1nc \Vas Corry 

He used to hide n1y toys 
Which really ,vas a ,vorry. 

KENNE'l'J-T C. :tvlACLEOD (Age 6). 

l\1y dog is L'. Ii ttle fox terrier 
His coat is black and white 

And though h-c's very playful 
He never tries to bite. 

JANE'l' :tvlURRAY (Age 5). 

. MY PET 

I have a little ferret 
A funny pet, you'll say 

I feed it every n1ornii1g 
,:\nd sometimes give it hay. 

.. , 
GEORGE 1\1:ACLEI\N (Age 6½). 

. 
I have a little rabbi.t 

He lives in a. hutch 
I give hiu1 corn and carrots 

l\nd he likes it ver.y 1nuch. 

• 

HELEN FRASER (Age 6). 

. . 
\\'11e11 I ·an1 a n1a11, a very b-ig n1an, 
I'll be a driver if I can. 
I'll drive a bus or 1nayhe a. train 
To Inverness and back again. 

JACKIE PATERSON (Age 6½). 

ln 
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I like to stay up late at night to sec the stars, 
\ Tenus, Jupiter a11d Mars. 
I read about thetn all you sec 
In children's bcoks by . .<\rthnr }V[ec. 

· IAIN BRF,111NJ£R (Age 6). 

I have tv,o lovely tal>by cats, 
'fhey are grand at catching 

One is fond of pancakes, 
The other is fend of rice. 

• 
lll'CC. 

ROBERT J\'IACICAY (Age 6). 

Early every n1orning 
I make this a rule. 

MY PET I.AMB 

I have a little lan1b 
With coat as \vhitc ~s sno,v. 

\Vith one hlack spot upon his back 
13y ,vhich I al,vays kno\v · · 

?11Iy o,vn lamb \Vhen he's calling 
• .<\nd then I quickly run 

'l'o feed hin1 ,v,th a bottle 
Which I think is lovely fnu. 

IAN (;RANT (Age 6). 

Feed. rny hen and chickens 
Before I go -to school. 

ROBIN l\{ACDO~ALD (Age 6½) . 

• 

MY PAL DONALD 

r have a little plr yrnate 
His narne is Donald Grant, 

\Ve go to school together 
With our school caps on at a slant. 

We leave our homes in Bishopfield 
Shortly after n ine 

And man2.ge to reach the 1-\cadc1ny 
When the others arc in line. 

1\nd \Vhen the school bell rings at night 
\Ve hurry do\vn the brae 

As Donald and I have a call to make 
On clear kind 1Vfrs l\·lacrt e. 

She al,vays greets us \.v=th a s1nilc, 
~.\nd hands us hoth ?. bun, 

Then "''hen \.Ve h ave! a joke ,vith her, 
\Ve make for home and fun. 

DUNCAN BETHUNE (Age 7). 

THE BROWNIES 

Last year I joined the Ilrtnvriies 
Oh ! \.Vhat fun it is to he 

A girl in Bro\vn 1,,vithout a fro,vn 
Just as happy as can he. 

I try to do ,vhet I tun told 
• .\ nd lend a helping h-:- nd 

For that is a Brc,vnic,;' Prontise 
1\nd the 1\'Iotto of onr band. 

J\fOLLY. J\1ACC,REGOR (Age~). 

MY DOG 

r have a little dog 
I call her Sheila Bro,vn 

She often vis1ts .o\ 1:ce at scl1ool 
But never goes to to,vn. 

_HEr,:r.IA GUNN (Age 7) . 
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GAQAGE .. 

:.\Jy Father has a garage 
i\nd it's one of 111y greatest joys 

To he there on a S,1turd;,y 111orning 
Helping out the Boys. 

There's scre\vs to pick up 
,:\nd tools to hold and 111any an crr1'.11d 

to run 
But there you ,viii find n1e on Saturday 

Having the grandest fun. 

SANDY J.\ilAcGREGOR (Age 7). 

A BIQD'S NEST 

There's a bird's nest in n1y garden 
\Vith four little eggs in it 
I go to look at it every day 
A11cl out I go to play 
No\v the eggs arc hatched 
And the birds have fl0\\111 a\vay. 

lv[lCHAEL Ron~R'J'SON (Age 7). 

SPJ{ING 

Of a11 the seasons of the year 
I dearly love the Spring 

1'o \Vake up in the n1orning 
i\nd hear the birdies sing. 

'fhe daffodils and lilies 
In all their br~ht array 

'fhe budding leaves upon the trees 
The little lan1 bs at play. 

WILl\1A lJRQUilAR'J' (Age 8). 

HOLIDAY CATCHES 

\¥hen 111v cousins \ver-c here, ,ve \Vere playing 
Robin Hood dovvn on the beach .• A..s ,ve played 
among the rocks ,ve saiv a lobster, orange in 
colour, in a pool. \Ve tried to catch it on a 
stick but could not. \Vhcn \Ve \vent bo1ue and 
told vvhat ,ve 11ad seen \Ve ,vere told ,vc should 
have b-rought it hon1e. 1\11other day I ,vas 

along playing ,vith a boy \vho gave n1e some 
frog spa,vn. I took the111 hotue, put then1 in a 
big jar .and filled it ,vith \Vater. I have had 
the111 for about a \YCek and t,vo days, and they 
are 110\v tadpoles. 'l'hey. are quite big and I 
give then1 clean \vatcr t,,vice a day and fresh 
\veeds every Saturday. 

FRANKII! C;\Rl\lICHARr, (Age 8) . 

l\1Y TWO LITTLE BROTHERS 

I have t\VO little brothers, the elder being 
Hae1nish who is three years of age, and 
1-\lasdair ,vho, ,vill be one year old first June. 
Hac111ish has nice fair hair and blue eyes but 
as Alasdair has hardly any hair yet I do 
not kno\V ,vhat colour it ,vill turn out to be. 
lie has bro,vn eyes and rosy chc-eks and is a 
jolly little fcllo\v. When I ,vHke in thc n1or11-
ing I try to read a book only to be interrupted 
by Haernish de111andi11g one too. I have tl1c11 
to get out of bed, go to, the hook-cupboard and 
get a book for hi111. It is not very ofte11 that I 
take t he book he ,vants so he gro,vls at me 
pretending to be a tiger. \Vhen I an1 ready to 
go to school Hae1nish gets an old shopping-bag 
and goes to the biscuit tin for a "piece." He 
then puts it and a book into the bag 2,nd pre
tends that he is corning to school with me. I 
so111cti1nes have great difficulty in getting hin1 
to go back fro111 the end of the road. When \Ve 
go 1\lasdair \Vaves his h r.ncl and jun1ps up and 
do,vn in ma1n's ar1ns. He also ,vaves his hand 
at his reflectio-n in the n1'rror thinking it is 
another baby. 1\t hr:lf-past ten he goes to, sleep 
in the garden and usually \vakes ,vhen Hae
mish is listening to the children's programme 
on the ,vireless at qnarter-to-t,vo. If Haen1ish 
thinks that 111a111 is not looking he takes one of 
his toy doggies and runs clo\vn to dad's shop 
,vhere he gets an olc1 scooter \Vl1:ch he calls 
his bike. 1\Jasdair loves cra\vling on the car
pet and tries to clin1b up on chairs. We ·have to 
he ver,· c~reful that t\:r·re is 11cthing on the 
floor as he puts cverrth ing into his 111011th. I 
an1 kept ver~· busy on Saturday looking after 
111y t\YO Ji ttle brothers. 

LEOXARD D. WILL (Age 8). 
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A FUNNY INCIDENT 

One Saturday as I ,vas \Valki11g through a 
field, I heard jackcla\vs ca,ving very loudly. I 
then gathered that they had nests. Fortunately 
I had rubber soled shoes so I scran1hled up the 
trunk_ and sat on a branch. Look;ng directly 
opposite I sa,v a ho,le. I peered in and sa\v at 
the botto111 five hluish green eggs "·itl1 hro,,·n 
and black spots. I rolled up 1ny sleeves and put 
111y hand in. I felt a sn10,oth surface touch 111v 
hand and so I closed 111y fingers on it. ,:-\s I \V~is 
taking the egg o·ut very car~fully to cxan1ine it 
tnore closely I cli~covcred a piece of paper 
sticking to the egg. I pulled it off and it read 
"The Budget." S.o that tneans that jackda\',s 
too are interested in the politics of the co.nntry. 
i\.lso perlu:ps the jackcla\V ,vanted to see if 
sitting on the budget n1akes eggs ha~ch ont 
\Vith better fertility. 

RuT1-r lvfuNRO (Age 10). 

A BUDDING BOTANIST! 

Apart fron1 protoplasm the living substance 
co111111on to all living things and the fact that 
all living things begin life as one ~c;ingle cell, 
plants are a .distinct dcpartn1en t of the \Vorld 
of life. For co11venie11cc plants arc divided into 
groups having sin1ilar likenesses. Those arc 
cal1cd 'fhallophyta, Bryophyta, Pteridophyta 
and Spermophyta. It ,vould be itnpcssible foi
mc in the short space of an essay to deal " ' th 
all the groups. F or this reason 1 shall confine 
111yself to deal ,vith one, the spcrn1ophyta. 
This group belongs to the higher orders of the 
Plant I{ingdpn1 and is divided. into• t,vo kinds 
called N on-Flo\vering Plants nncl Flo,vering 
Plants or they can 'be nan1ed g~,1nnospern1s and 
angospcrms. Thi.s group consists of 1nulta
cellular cells, and each cell has a nucleus 
,vhich is its centre. It also consists of Plasticls 
,vhich are produced by the living substance, 
protoplasn1. These Plasticls n1,1ke starch ,vhich 
the plants cat. 1\ nothcr Plastid is called 
chro111oplast ,vhich produces chlorofil the 
green colouring tuatter of the Plant. 'I'hc 
Plant is ah,o useful to n1an. For instance the 
,vhin produces the truth dru1:, spartan, also 

the nettle produces ~.n acid useful to che111ists. 
So you sec the structure of the Plant is vcrv 
large, though you ,vould not thi11k so. · 

WrLL1Allr \VrcRMA~I. (Age 11). 

MY FIQST DAY GOLFING 

That little hall so ro11ncl r. ncl sn1all 
.i\nd 0'11, so ha.rel to hit. 
I take tny stance 
1\nd ,vith a glance 
i-\ t those ,vho stand around, 
I take a S\Vipe 
And land upon the ground. 
The first shot I had ,vas not' so bad 
nut wit'.1 111any a fix 
I got in in a six. 

SANDY lVIACKAY (Age II). 

THE GOVEQN!\'IENT 

The Elections verdict \>Vas very exciting 
But the Liberals total could be 111ore entic ng, 
1'hc great 1vl.P.s ,vith their trcubles did dine 
\Vhilc the polling in bo::iths \Vent on until . 

nine. 

The Labour Cover11n1cnt is in p<,,vcr 
The Tories ,vish thrt it ,v~s their hour; 
But they .chatter ancl n1t1tter and sa:v angrily 
Do,vn ,vith the Laho11r P ~1.rty's ;\ttlee. 

·The threepence on taxes is reallv intolcrcthle .. 
f\nd tbe tax that's on tea is utterly h orrible, 
1'hc increase on petrol is Cripps's nc,,v sop. 
Bnt the increr:s(! of ninepence doesn't half 

tnake us hop. 

No\v the Budget is over, it really is srd 
Though I don't think that really the Budget's 

so bad, 
So novv ,ve \\'llit for ,not her year, 
.'\.nd hope the n ext brings 111ore joy <1.nd cheer 

COLIN lvIACRAE (Age r 1). 

• 
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MY GRANNIE PIPING 

Granny is very old. She has 111any ,,:rinkles 
and her hair is quite \Vhitc, but her eyes arc 
like t\VO stars and even 1nore beautift1l. She 
looks at you 111ildly and plcassntly and it docs 
you good to look into the1n. She can t ell the 
n1ost ,vonderful stories. She docs a great deal 
of knitting and se,ving and she has a beautiful 
go,vn n1ade of heavy silk. l\1y l\t[a111n1y and 
Daddy often go over tq sc~ !:er. I love tny 
Granny very rnuch, because she is very kind 
to us. 

ANNi.,; lVlELVILLE (Age 10). 

A DAY IN THE HOLIDAYS 

One n1isty day during the holidays 111y 

1nother and father and I ,vent fishing. vVc 
thought of going to a loch in the hills. l\·Iy 
1nother and I ,:vent a little ,vay ,vith tny father 
and then ,ve sat do-,vn ancl he \Vent to look for 
it .• \fter a \vhile \Ve heard a shout of " 1\hoy, 
ahoy." It \vas n1y father ,vho had lost his ,:vay 
and no ,vonder because the hills ,vcre so alike. 
I sa,v hi111 first. I-le \Vas over on the other :;idc 
of the valley. \Ve shouted back and he heard 
ns, but he could not sec because his spectacles 
\Vere covered \Vith rain . He soon got to us hy 
the sound of her shouti11g, and ,ve ,vere 
together again. 

CA1'HERINE :tvIACKeNZIE (Age 9). 

MAKING FLY HOOKS 

i\laking fly hooks is my hobby. The first 
thing I do is to buy son1e hait hooks fro111 the 
local shop. Then I have to look for sorne 
brightly coloured feathers, and usually I have 
to \-vrite to a dealer's for them, hut son1etin1es 
I have 1na11aged to get sot11e hens' feathers 
and clvc the111, but an old Indian headdress 
serves ·just as ,ve11. Next I cut the hairs off 
the stalks, and bind the111 to the hook ,:vith 
special silk thread. \.Vhen 111y hook i~ n1~<1e it 
]ooks very colourful-and fascinating to 111c, but 

One of 111y favourite n1usical instrun1ents is 
thc Scottish bagpipes. It is 111y a111bitio11 to be 
able to play tlien1. To 111y great delight I \Vas 
allo,vcd to go to Kenny and be taught. .i\t 
first I thought that it \vould be quite easy to 
play the correct notes, and I ,vas astounded to 
find that r.ftcr hard blo,ving and al1110:;t 
bursting n1y checks, I could only produce a 
fe\v ,vcird noises. l-\t last, to 111y great relief I 
:;uccccclcd in prodttt~ing the correct sounds. 
Gradually I \\'ent through al! the exercises 
until I can1c to- 1nv first tun::?, "Highl«nd - . 
Laddie," and th en I felt like a real "Highland 
laddie-" tny::elf. 

IAIN LIGER'l'\VOOD (Age 11 ). 

TIMID ANIMALS 

I like a n1ou:;c, ,vhen he's not in tny house, 
And a rat ,vhen he goes nihble-nibble like t hat. 
I like a 1uolc, he's ii kind little soul. 
1-\nd a stoat ,vith a sn1udge of sno,v at his 

throat. 
I like a shre,v ,vith his nose in the de\\', 
.i\.11<1 a hare, for he runs cvery,vherc. 
I like a fox 1vith his little ,vhitc socks, 
i\11d rabbits and squirrels and other hro\vn 

things, I love then1 all 
So furry and frigh tened and sn1all. 

GEORGE SINCLAIR (Age 9). 

I suppose it ,vill be n1orc fascinaf ng to the 
poor trout. I have to be very ])articular about 
the flies I use. For instance I n1ust use a 
b,right Ay for dull ,vatcr, and a du]l fly for 
bright \Vater. I find that s1nall hooks arc the 
best because the trout s,vallo\v thetu and so I 
have n1ore cha.nee of an unlucky victim. l have 
founcl 111v fli es to he verv succcssfnl. :\lanv a . - . 
trout have I caught ,vith then1 but n1y best 
catch ,vas a one foot saln1on \\'hich l caught , .. 
near 1nv hon:e. 

~ 

ANGUS J\1:ACKAY (Age r2). 
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OUR TIME=TABLE 

JVIonday for sums 
\Vith hoes and hun1s, 
Tuesdav for spelling 
All jotters arc s,veliing. 
\Vednesda)' for reading and poetry too; 
Oh ! \vhat a terrible hu]labulo ! 
Thursday it's drill, 
Oh ! ,vhat a thrill ! 
Friday for Test, 
\Ve alt do our best. 

l\1ARGARHT }.l[ACLEOD (Age 1: I). 

MY CAT 

I have a· little pussy cat 
The nan1e of it is Niger, 

It has a sister, black and grey, 
t\nd \Ve used to call it Tiger. 

I have a little doggie too 
It barks at everybody ; 

The reason it makes all that noise 
'Tis cause it's fed on toddy. 

1\i!ARY lVlACLEOD (Age I I). 
' 

TREES IN SEASON 

In Spring I like to \Vatch a tree, 
This is the tnost interesting time to 1ne; 
The sap is rich, the hnds are gro\ving, 
1\nd every day n1ore leaves are sho,ving. 

111 Suntmcr a tree is in its glory, 
.;\ lovely tin1c to tell its story ; 
The blosson1 is just l>eginning to go, 
.'\nd the lovely green leaves make a lovely 

sho,v. 

In Autun111 the leaves change to golden a11d 
brovvn 

The ,vi~cl brings them fluttering gracefully 
do\vll, 

Their \Vork is done and they are content 
No,v it is time that the little leaves ,vent. 

In \:\Tinter the leaves stand cold and grey, 
Patiently waiting for Spring so gay 
To set them dancing once again, 
Restoring th,e beauty to field and lane . 

JANQT Li;:,rAcK (Age 11). 
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