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Up to par

LAST HOLE: PGA pro Bruce Lietzke blasts his way Thursday out of pinehurst's No. 1g.

Ross'ghost keeps pros humble
Golf course designer's
statue to be unveiled

ByJIit SCEII)SSER
tf.lt lriltr

PINEHURST - Everyone in the gal-
lery whooped end hollered when John Daly
unleedrd two mighty owingr on tlre l0th
hole - everyone, that is, ercept tlre Scoh
tish ghost lmking down ftom somewher€
sbove the long"Ieal piner beaide the feir-
way.

Surely, Dondd Roas was tempt€d to
swoop down, grsb Debt'a masaive metal-
herded, red-shaft,ed driver end wrap it
around the led's muscular neck.

Back in 19U, when Rosg designed the
5?&yard, par-6 hole, he didn't intend for
anyone to g€t snywh€re near tlte green in
only two stnokes.

But there wss Daly, the PGA Tout'e
nes nroruter hitt€r, in the bunker beside
the meen in two.

The ghoat would prevail, though. By the
end of tlre dey Wedneedey, only three of 30
pros who played Rosa'r femed Pinehurst
No. 2 course were under par.

"He didn't like to see- pros ahoot low
sooFeE on No. 2," ssys Fletrher Geines,
who caddied for Roas during the 194k and
still totes bagr amund the course. Mimick-
ing Boade Soottiah sccent, Gaines repeate
the exact worde Rosr spoke every time a
pro insultcd No. 2 with e low ecore.

Den n it to hell, I'lI frx him.
"He would be out there early the next

moraing meseing with tltose pins," Gaines
remernbers. Ross wouid put tle ilag sticks
in the most di6cult spotE. Scores would
so9r.

From the heavens. Ross. who died in
1948 and who dwayr wore a tie even when
plsyinC SoU, aurely ia watching the PGA
Tou/s top,30 money winners tackle No. 2

Donald Rocs: Took pride in tough
oou]se
in tlre $2 million Tour Chanpionrhip.

T'he event is a tribute to Roes. who
tjnkercd constsntly with No. 2 from lg0?
until his destll 4l years latcr. The pmo
rave sbout how the course remains e chal-
lengp deEpite modern golf equipment that
allows for longer hitting.

Tonight, behind tlle l8t} green, e statue
of Ross'\rill be unveiled, crafted by sculp
tor Grctta Bader of A-lexandrin, Va.

"\Mhen you aee photos ofwhet this place
was before he *arted and whrt it is now.
it's extraordinary," Baden says, glancing
down t}te 18th fairway. "It's like an earth
sculpture. Whgt he creet€d out of trees
and open apace ia outstanding."

No. 2 rates aE one ofthe sorid'e oremier
golf tests snd one of the most b&utifui.
But Ross ienlt rememberrd for juet one
course. From Pinehurst, where he lived in
s spacious house beside No. 2. he treveled
widely. designing an estimatcd 6fl) coun-
es.

r John Daly shares lead with three
others - C1

In North Crmlina, he beautified lend-
ecapee from the mountains to t}|e sec the
Sedgefeld Countrf, Club and Greensborr
Country Club in Guilford County, the AIa-
mence Country Club in Burlington, the
Fonyth Country Club in Winston-S.lem,
the Hope Vdley Country Club in Durtram
and tlte Charlottc Country Club and trflyere
Park Country Club in ihrrlott€. He did
the reeort courses ct the Grcve Park Inn in
Aeheville, st Linville and Blowing Rock.

Lillien Pippitt, Ross's 82-year-old
Fgglbr says her dad once redeeigaed a
norc JuEt to save a $ngle t!ee.

"He tlought e cotrne should be interest-
ing to plsy but dso besutjful to look at,"
eays.,Pippitt, who will attend the ststue
unveumS.

Jaclc Nicklaus leerned to play on a Ross-
derigned course in Columdus, Ohio. And
though he was long dead, Ross influenced
where Nickleus' aon, Jsck Jr.. himself sn
excellent goUer, would go to college in the
1gfl)r.

"No. 2 was one of the reasons I went to
Cenolina," t-!e younger Nicklgue is quoted
in s new eofree-table book about Pinihurst
by Chapel Hill free-lence writer Lee Pace.

Today, modern golf couree arehitects
trick uf courses by digging lakes on nearly
qvery hoig and bunkers es deep as Hades.
Roaa uged only what nature- grrve him.
Pinehurgt No. 2 hss no wst€r-holer. Its
difficulty comeg from the ngturel contours
of fairways and greens.

All the ettention her fether now receives
makes his deughter chuckle. Lillian Pippitt
says he got up in the morning, ate-and
went to work like any other father.


