
i After 30 Y ears of Friendship

A. J. Hood (left) and Alex Ross snapped last night at the
Detroit Golf Club by a News staff photographer. Hood is
the only surviving member of a committee of three who hired
Ross as pro 30 years ago. In a tribute to Ross, Hood stressed
the friendship that had grown out of their long relationship.
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A Letter and u Poem /1(i
By HARRY LEDUC

They came last night not to burylwg1lnin,, 19t to work.

Arex Ross but to p rai s e ;t ;, Jl l rrl?", ti?t 
t..1il'.r"","""'r""il1T:uJX;

they did-Nathaniel Reese, thelof the occasion, One was a letteri

as pro after 30 years of servicel Donald Ross was invited. all ex-
(come next  March) at . the. .Detro i t lp"n." ,  paid,  but  heal th prevented
Golf Club. To memoralize,_th_"lii, """eptan.e so he wrote his re-
severance there .were cocktails. a
dinner, bagpipes, ki l t-clad a.". i"glst"t t  and added:
lassies, an emulator of Harry j "I should very much like to be
Lauder, Harry MacDonald teadinglpresent. There are many stories I
such songs as Annie Laurie, l' lowlcould tell, particularly of Alex's
Gently Sweet Afton and Comin'lsolfing career in this country. Be-
Thro' the Rye -and touehing I ing the older brother it was left to

ll was 6olal.
I T*q es Gorl makes us, he equa.rett
il to the test

il 
"" g|:tg"f ar he encountererl

$ Honor him now? Through the
E year'e we discusg,
F Ihir ls the straight of it-he hon-
ii ored us:
fi

fi tn"ty years' :erice! Antt all of
, I them ffne!
il Wtt"t, for this record, rhoukl bc
I I the lost llnel
ij Come, Iet ur Bay lt belore the
I i night's enrl,
fl Prouil ire wo all to have had
el hlm for frlend,

f.i Proud 116 we all low to honor
I I hlc nlme-
F f H" who rer-ed only the gooit of
F i th6 idme.
F I The poem, tastefully serolled, will
l,lbe framed and hanged in the DGC
t I locker room.

lio*" ro "*"rsr HrM I

'bonds to the U. S.  Open ehampionlscoteh .  .  . .
1of^1907, 

and a l i fe membership.  .  |  
, ,Alex 'had 

a fu l l  part  in the ear l1.
I  unr) '  o l9 m-an was presenr_-wholdevelopment of  gol f  in America.
iwas,capaole oI  ta.ktng Ctown al l  thelHe was a great  p layer.  a lover of
]excel lent ,encomlum r leaped on_ theigol f  and he bel ieved in i ts  f inest
lryal9r ln: 

pe^rso,r.r wno was bornitraditions, Ife was a good loser asi in Dornocl ,  Scot land,  and wholwel l  as a modest  winn-er. , ,
lcame to this eountry in 1900. That Ma5.or Jeffries, who was praeti-
ju'as Bert Connolly, ehampion court cally the ju'enils amorrg' tho."
lstfnographer of America, but Bert,i , See ROSS-paSe 26: !

speeches to which some 150 s i lver- lme to order h im.about occasion-
haired or  th in- thatched men of  thela l lv  and,  as you would expect ,  he
900 who constitute the club's mem- lgenerally told me to mind my own
bership l is tened wi th rapt  at ten- jbusiness '  ' .
tion.

. GTF"TS GMI{ }il}I

"Alex is a loyal frien{ and a be-
loved brother, He has a heart of

nouncement of  a g i f t  of  $3,500 in lwhich is  
'character is t ic  

of  
- the

a veteran member. was there to

Ross
(Concluded from page 2b)

p_resent, read the brother,s letter
H did it understandingly and fer.
v€nuy, but with no more fervor
than Judge Laey read the Guesipoem, _which Guest tiHed simpl;"Alex Ross.',

The Doem:
Thirty years'.service nove comer,

to a close!
How -ghall we bonor thlg ffnest

of pro's?
Never the wogk ol him sordld or

lnE&IL
Never the touch of hir'ingere

unclean!
Ihlrty yeare' service! And a,lwayr

the ca,me!
Givlng hir beet-for the love ot

the game.

Friend of_us all-the good player
or dub.

Mend from the ffrrt to the cloce
of our club.'

l\-ev-eg _ r_ whisper that gamer
which he plaved

Were merely for money he knew
could be mstle.

Never a hint.that woultl blemish
his fame*

Alwoyr.he played for the love ot
the game.

Thirty yearr with us! And we
who are olil

n€member that uever hia favor

I{ow much the 150,out of a 900
membership will have..to gay about
thetone who succeeds him remains
a matter of co4jecture.

ln
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l :

i :
l I .

Not a word was said ebout who I
may succeed Ross as the club,s I
pro. They came last night, did the
Old Guard, neither to bury Alex
Ross nor to name his successor.,
but to praise him.

And they ditl.
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